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To all “Rambling Rec-

tor” readers: Thank

you for reading my

ramblings over the

past twenty years.

As you know, I love

to write, and your

affirmations of these

efforts encourages

me to expand upon

my writing after re-

tirement. If you

want to keep up with

my ramblings in the

future, you may do so

by visiting me blog at

www.theramblingrect

or.blogspot.com. My

intent is to maintain

it more faithfully

than in the

past...that is assum-

ing I can think of

anything else to say!

The Rambling Rector

The Rambling

Rector

Ascension Day is the church festival that falls
40 days after Easter and celebrates Jesus’

final appearance to his disciples. The New Testa-
ment accounts of this event are particularly
sketchy. Some early manuscripts of the Gospel of
Luke simply state that “While he was blessing

them, he withdrew from
them, and they returned to
Jerusalem with great joy.”

On the surface of it, there
is reason to wonder what
there was for the disciples to
be greatly joyful about. Even

though Jesus had risen, he was, after all, still gone.
Whether or not we can visualize Jesus “ascending
into heaven,” the reality is that there would be no
more fishing trips to the Sea of Galilee, no more
sermons on the Mount, no more visits to Mary
and Martha’s house in Bethany. Their discipleship
would continue, but their Teacher was on perma-
nent sabbatical.

So whence the joy? It has to have proceeded
from their post-resurrection experience of Christ,
from their profound sense of connection to him,
and the spiritual power that had descended upon
them in those days after the first Easter. In a way,
it was the apostolic community that had

“ascended into heaven,” and,
as the Gospel of Luke puts it,
“been clothed with power
from on high.”

The same goes for us, even
when our resources are
stretched and our adversaries

are strong. Since I returned from a Retirement
Conference on May 16, it seems our congregation
has been beset with a series of woeful challenges.
As I write, Connie Jose is struggling to recover
from emergency surgery, and many others are

facing crises and trouble. At such times, it is easy
to sense that “Jesus has withdrawn from us,” and
not so easy to suppose that we have “ascended
into heaven” with him.

Yet we have, and there is vast, unlimited power
that descends, emerges, and encircles us as we
walk with each other through the valley of the
shadow. This is where God is to be found, and
when we “ascend” to heaven, we will recognize the
place.

Love,

RamblingAroundAscension
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Around the Parish

June

Lectionary

June 5—Easter 7

Acts 1: 6-14

Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36

1 Peter 4: 12-14, 5:6-11

John 17: 1-11

June 12– Pentecost

Act 2:1-21

or

Numb 11: 24-30

Psalms 104: 25-35, 37

1 Cor 12: 3b-13

or

Acts 2: 1-21

John 20: 19-23

or

John 7: 37-39

June 19—Trinity Sunday

Genesis 1: 1-2: 4a

Psalm8

or

Canticle2or13

2Cor13:11-13

Matt28:16-20

June 26—Pentecost 2

Genesis 22: 1-4

or

Jeremiah 28: 15-18

Psalm 13

or

Psalm 89: 1-4, 15-18

Romans 6: 12-23

Matt 10: 40-42

Vacation Bible School Donations

Vacation Bible School Donations
We ask for your donations of the following items to benefit

Grace Centers of Hope’s up-and-coming daycare center.

Grace Centers of Hope is Oakland County's oldest and largest

homeless shelter providing hope and help since 1942. Their

new child care center, Hands of Hope, is scheduled to open

June 2011.

Fill the well during VBS June 26-29!

Items needed: diapers, pull-ups,

baby wipes, juice boxes, Dixie cups,

band-aids, paper plates, paper towels, toi-

let paper, pump hand soap, and non-

perishable healthy snacks

Your donations are very much appreciated!
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The choir rehearses

each Wednesday at

7:15. Please come and

join this remarkable

group.

The children's choir

will meet every Sun-

day right after the

10:00 church service

Come and make a joy-

ful noise!

Around the Parish—cont.

Vacation Bible School Registration

For the Bigger Kids (aka adults)

"My father didn't tell

me how to live; he

lived, and let me

watch him do it." --

Clarence Budington

Kelland
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Under the Dogwood

Please check the website for the most up-to-

date calendar of events

www.ststephenstroy.org

I just wanted to thank you again for the support
you gave towards my trip to Haiti. It is hard to

answer when people ask me "How was Haiti?"
because it cannot be easily summed up in a few
words but rather days worth of explanation.

There is no one word that could capture all that
I felt while spending time there, however, I do
want you to understand just how much this experi-
ence meant to me, because you helped make my
trip possible. Being in Haiti was one of the most
rewarding experiences I will probably ever have
and I learned so much about not only the Haitians
but about myself.

They are some of the
most hardworking,
friendly, happy people I
have met and even with
all that has happened to
them, their faith in God
has always been strong.

Even at times when we could not say much to
them because of the language barrier, it did not
matter. To them, a smile and your company was
enough.

You would think there is no
way they could be content with
all that their lives lack compared
to ours, but you would be
wrong. They find happiness in the things that mat-
ter—like relationships—and do not look for satis-
faction in the materialistic things that seem to run
and ruin many lives here in the U.S. They live a
lifestyle that I envy and I am very glad I got a
chance to see and experience it first hand.

Spending time with the children was what broke
my heart the most. They just want to hold your
hand or sit in your lap, anything to just be near
you. When it was time to say "goodbye" they

clung to you, kissed your hand, or ran after our
van for as long as they could until they were
stopped from following further. The good we did
there barely made a dent on a large scale of all
that needs to be done, but I know every bit we did
they greatly appreciated.

I am glad I was able to play a part in helping to
build Haiti up and only hope I can continue to do
so in the future. I don't
know if I will ever be
able to fully convey to
you how much I appre-
ciated your support but
simply know that it
helped change my life
for the better.

I hope that this experience will stay with me
and that I can use what I have learned to help
others in the U.S. and all over the world. I defi-
nitely found a passion and love for the kind of
work we did in Haiti and I plan to make it part of
my future career goals.

Thank you a million more times for your contribu-
tions and prayers, it meant so much to me and I
am sure to a few people in Haiti
as well.

-Hannah Ward

HowwasHaiti,Hannah?

24 blankets and one

duvet cover were col-

lected for the Ameri-

can Red Cross for

fire victims

Thank you,

The Outreach Folks

Outreach

"I talk and talk and

talk, and I haven't

taught people in 50

years what my father

taught by example in

one week." -- Mario

Cuomo
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ReachingOut
June

Birthdays

Ruth Goulding............. 1

Jonathan Sams .......... 1

John Horne .................2

Gerald Sebrowski .....2

MaryBeth Beal ...........2

Allyson Williams ........2

John Elder ..................2

Trevor Otoo ...............4

Mary Jane Kerr .........7

Lisa Bialowas...............7

Brian Terlecky ...........7

Kay Coran.....................8

Evan DeCiantis ...........9

Hannah DeCiantis......9

Miles Dostert.............9

Brendan Gerard.........9

Chris Przeslawski .... 11

John Morley .............12

Janet Geisler ...........12

Julie Redfield ..........13

Emma Boldt...............13

Michael Milgie..........14

Michael McQuiston 14

Stephen Goodwin ....14

Katie Yant .................15

Bruce Dostert..........16

James Hunt ..............16

Alan Hicks .................16

Janet El-Zoghby .....17

Patrick McCoy..........17

Marlene Heberling..18

Judith Caldwell........19

Lora Baltosiewich...20

Andrew Horne..........21

Jennifer Anderson 23

Glenn Beal.................24

Judy McClendon .....25

Connie Jose..............26

Joanna Horne ..........26

Kristine Munn..........26

Kylene Munn.............26

Liz Golding................27

Nathan Buller ..........29

Sarah Mortensen ...29

Garret Fragnoli.......30

The members of St. Stephen’s have sponsored
foster children at the Bala Mandir orphanage

in Madras, India for over 25 years, and thanks to
the generosity of quite a few families we are cur-
rently fostering 9+ children.

This foreign Outreach project is funded by the
individual contributions above and beyond the
pledge monies allocated for Outreach. Each spon-
sorship of $150.00 (enough to feed, clothe, and
educate a child for an entire year) is funded by
one to three families who should then receive
photos and biographies of the sponsored child
that year.

Bala Mandir takes in children who have been
orphaned or abandoned by parents unable to care
for them. The school educates the children in a
trade or vocation that will help them earn a living
when they reach adulthood.

This year we col-
lected $1400.00. As I
mentioned above,
this is enough to
sponsor just over 9
children through the next year.

I would like to thank all of you who have con-
tributed funds to this worth ministry. I would also
like to thank those who keep these children of
God in their hearts and prayers – this is just as
important as the monies we send each year.

I have been the chairperson of this mission
since 2001. While I have felt blessed to do so, it is
time for me to pass this ministry on to another.
This is a good opportunity to infuse this ministry
with new energy and ideas to reinvigorate the
parish awareness and elevate our giving.

If you have been looking for a “low impact” but
meaningful ministry I would love to discuss Bala
Mandir with you. If you know of someone who
might need just a little nudge to help them see
this ministry as their own, please pass this infor-
mation on to them and ask them to pray about it.
Jill Stein 248-376-0560 jillhstein@wowway.com

Jill Stein

BalaMandir

The Diocese is involved with the rebuilding of
the Episcopal cathedral serving the needs of

the local community in Port au Prince, Haiti. The
complex was destroyed in an earthquake in 2010.
St. Stephen’s showed its support by hosting a
beading party the first weekend in May, with pro-
ceeds benefiting the project.

TheHaitiProject

You won't want to miss this grand finale tribute to
our retiring rector:

Date: Saturday, August 27, 2011

Place: The Met Hotel (former Hilton)

550 Crooks Road @ I75

Troy MI 48098

Time: 5:00 - 11:00 p.m.

Menu: casual buffet

Invitation letter and further details
coming in early June.

SavetheDate!

"When I was a kid, I said to my father one after-
noon, 'Daddy, will you take me to the zoo?' He an-
swered, 'If the zoo wants you, let them come and
get you.'" -- Jerry Lewis
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Storytellers

Liz Sinkovich is the

Storyteller. Call,

write or email her

with your stories:

story@ststephenstro

y. org

Stories are the vehi-

cles that God uses to

tell of His work in our

community and in our-

selves. It is how we

connect and know one

another.

It is also how we sup-

port one another. For

Colin, who works tire-

lessly supporting St.

Stephen’s, we are

family, supporting him

and Kathy, when an

accident happened.

What we do matters!

I should start by saying, God Is love, and so are
you my St. Stephen’s family. Our home is full of

your cards, and your prayers have paid off. A
skilled and honest surgeon, Dr. Boruta at Critten-
ton Hospital, refused to do surgery on me as it
would cause me harm.

It starts in our new home in Florida. As the
spring weather changed, so did the nature of the
wild life. It would seem it became too hot for the
bug (palmetto) to live outside, and it wanted to
move in.

I was up early, and before
the heat climbed outside, I
decided to open a window and
allow some air in. I was just
about to sit down at the new computer desk I’d
built and I saw IT. The biggest of cockroaches, the
flying Palmetto, fluttered down from the curtain
to the floor.

Nimble as I am, I struck out with my foot to
crush the blighter. I lost, it won. My slipper
slipped, and I rolled my “not so heavy” body onto
my toes and heard them all complain “snap snap”
one by one. On the way to the floor, screaming as
I went, I hit full weight on my shoulder followed
by my head.

I have a new friend in the park where our new
home is, and I knew he had recently used a hospi-
tal, so I called him at 7:30 am for directions. He
just came and took me. Thank God.

Hospitals are no fun at the best of times but this
felt like an old episode of St Elsewhere. As all the
x-ray’s and test were conducted, and Doctors con-
sulted, the bill climbed. I was discharged, after
wrapping the foot, to see a specialist the next day.
Same story the next day. Opinion - rebuild the
foot - my choice, do it in Michigan. As you know,
the surgeon here in Michigan said no.

So now, all these insurance dollars later, still
with a broken foot, my car down in Florida be-
cause we flew home, I learned a valuble lesson
from Dick Lowery, spray them, don’t stomp them.

Then they won’t BUG me.

Colin Davis

Don’tBUGMe!

"A father is a guy who has snapshots in his wallet
where his money used to be."

Unknown

"A truly rich man is

one whose children

run into his arms

when his hands are

empty." – Unknown Team St. Stephen’s were part of the MSWalk this

year which occurred on April 30. All in all, the Troy

location raised over $205,000! Way to go!

VBSPropsandSupplies

Vacation Bible School scenery will be in place

from June 25th through the 29th. But to

make Jesus’ hometown, we need some supplies.

Do you have things in your home that would con-

jure up Jesus’ time to you? Here’s what we’re look-

ing for:

 Paint—latex and flat finish, any color

 Baskets

 Large house plants—real or plastic

 Plastic fruit

 Throw rugs

 Old sheets

 Blankets

 Burlap fabric or bags

 Mexican blankets

 Simple pottery—jugs or bowls

We will try to treat everything gently, but they may

have some wear after VBS. Oh, and we won’t re-

turn the paint! Or the old sheets. If you could

please place the items in Pastor Manisha’s office by

Sunday, June 19th, we would be grateful! (It would

help to stick a return address label on the items so

we know where it came from!) If you have ques-

tions OR would like to help creating and decorating

sets, contact Karol Sprague at 248-

548-3694 or kspra-

gue@wowway.com
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Something More

I ’ll bet you’ve felt the change in mood around the
church the past few weeks. For me it is a strange

mixture of sadness and excitement. The sadness comes
from Jonathan’s pending retirement – selfishly so, but I
will miss him dearly. Having had “retirement” thrust
upon me this past year, I know a little of the bittersweet
roller coaster ride he is on.

But then I look around at
everything going on in our
parish and I can’t help but
feel excitement and enthusi-
asm for our future. Vestry is
tackling BIG issues this year.
We are retooling our Mem-
ber Development and Com-
munications efforts as well as
our collective Discipleship/

Stewardship. I am thrilled with the drive and passion of
our vestry this year. As you can surmise, the work re-
quired to make a difference in either of these two initia-
tives is not insignificant. There will be many opportuni-
ties for you to also become involved. We seek your
input, we want your help and we need your prayers.

As we use these next few months to celebrate Jona-
than’s ministry with us and celebrate his richly deserved
retirement, let’s also show him we will carry on with the
never ending work of building Christ’s Kingdom on
earth.

Peace,

Dave Stein

Sr. Warden

TheWarden’sCorner

Each month I write an article relating to
“hospitality” and how we as members of the St.

Stephen’s family can help to spread a feeling of
welcome to all of those around us.

This month as I was trying to figure out what to
write about, I was struck by the fact that for many
of us life is about to drastically change. As many of
you know, my son Derek is heading off to college in
the Fall. I have spent the last several months alter-
nating between being incredibly proud of him and
happy that he will have so many opportunities, and
being sad about the huge hole that his everyday
absence will cause in my life.

I am sure that many moms (and dads) have had
a hard time cutting those apron ties, and sending
their child off into the land of unknowns. Will he
be safe, will he make new friends, will he eat, do
his laundry, study hard…..the list could go on for-

ever.

I have to stop myself, and take a deep breath
and trust! Trust in God to take care of him, trust
in the person that Derek has become, trust in the
lessons that he has learned. Among those lessons
are many things he has learned first-hand,
through many of you at St. Stephen’s.

Through his years as a member of the St.
Stephen’s Family he has learned to share in the
joy of God and all he has to offer. He has learned
that there are many people who care and are will-
ing to show that they care by supporting the
strong and wonderful youth programs here.

He has experienced the unrelenting faith in our
community as he has seen people come together
to support Habitat, SOS and many other worth-
while outreach projects. But perhaps most impor-
tantly, he has learned what it feels like to be
loved, accepted and welcomed for everything that
he is.

When he walks through the doors of Bowling
Green State University later this summer, I am
confident that he will take these life lessons and
pay them forward, by going out into that commu-
nity and reaching out to others.

The welcome and hospitality that he has ex-
perienced throughout his youth at St. Stephen’s
will serve him well as he continues his journey
through adulthood. I take great comfort in know-
ing that anytime he is able to make it back to St.
Stephen’s he will be welcomed with joy and open
arms, and that is perhaps hospitality in its truest
form.

Lisa Bialowas

So, you say you don’t

bead? Would you

consider being a spon-

sor to someone who

does? Maybe some-

one who wouldn’t

bead, could with a

sponsor!

So even if you don’t

bead, you can still

contribute. It’s a

win-win! Let Deacon

Liz know if you want

to partner with some-

one.

“You don't have to

deserve your

mother's love. You

have to deserve your

father's. He's more

particular." -- Robert

Frost

Hospitality isForever

Mark Your Calendars!!!

St. Stephen’s Annual Family Fun Day!!!

Sunday, June 19, 2011

Immediately following the10 o’clock service.

Sign up in the Gathering Area
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We Ask Your Prayers for...
Members
Colin Davis Albertine Mosier

Harold Golding Judy Mulcahy

Mary Jane Kerr Mike O’Neill

Steve Kirby Charles Saylor

Connie Jose Pauline Woodin

Pat Look

Family & Friends

Steven Arent Julian Kadlitz

Naomi Ballo Lucille Makarov

Timothy Bennett Gertrude Marks

Michael Carroll Patty McKibben

Judy Davis Steve McKibben

Jack Dillon Shirley Morley

Clarence Dorey MJ Ogden

Cathlynn Duncan Barb Paton

Dallas Farina Bill Paton

Betty Feighner Rachel

Bev Fetteroff Robin Raybould

Rose Fragnoli Katrina Renberger

Gage Family Richard Saferian

John Good Liz Sage

Sheila Hammond Tom Schutz

John Hoffman Meg Schwedler

Claudine Hoppen Marion Simmons

Leroy Johnson Chris Slezak

Ivy Sloss

Those in the Armed Services

Stephen Armstrong—Nephew of Phil & Linda Pierce

Rachel Barton—Granddaughter of Jane & Harry Frank

Jason Demattia—Known to Kathy Davis

Andrew Fielder—Grandson of Davis Fielder

Thomas Frydrych—Son-in-law of Rob & Amy Redmer

Kyle Hoffman- Known to Joe & Jan Hopper

Ian Hotton– Grandson of Randy Hotton

Robert Johnstone—known to Alaina Nunn

Michael Kohn—Known to Norma Ross

Ryan Kasky - Grandson of Larry & Lynn Nunn

Stephen L’Hommedieu—Godson of Phil & Linda Pierce

Nathan Madak - Cousin of Diane Kenefic & David Eldon

David Mentier - Cousin of Diane Kenefic & David Eldon

Brian Papet - Son of Bruce & Nancy Papet

Andrew Rathbun—Known to Stephanie Herderich

Kyle Rogowski—Nephew of Ken & Kris Fuhr

Joshua Spates - Son of John & Miranda Spates

Alex Wade—Nephew of Debbie Sloan

Taylor Ward - Son of Kevin & Carol Ward

These Parish Families
6/5 Bryan, Janet, Carly & Peyton El-Zoghby

Ken, Liz, Katie, John & Christina Elder

6/12 David & Jan Eldon

Marilyn Elwarner

6/19 Betsy, Alex, Laura & Karl Erikson

David & Margaret Fielder

6/26 Connie Filippis

Ray & Deacon Liz Forest

7/3 Patti Fox

Todd, Joann, Samantha, Jessica & Matthew

Fox

The Departed
Jerry Farina

Cousin of Larry Sinkovich

Jim Johnston

Member of St. Stephen’s

Freida Roberson

Friend of Helen Giles

Timothy Atchison

Cousin of Deacon Liz

Aaron David Davenport

Grandson of Barry & Cheryl Davenport

Karl Burnside

Member of St. Stephen’s

June

Anniversaries

Michael&Katherine

Sobolewski.........................2

Gregg&Jennifer

Anderson.............................3

Peter&Ruth

Goulding................................3

Kevin&Carolyn

Ward......................................8

Colin&Kathy

Davis.......................................11

Sunn&Seung

Cho..........................................15

Bob&Donna

Brokenshire....................18

Larry&Lynn

Nunn......................................18

Glenn&MaryBeth

Beal.........................................19

Daniel&Melissa

Duggan.................................19

George&Peggy

Klempay..............................19

Jerry&Kathy

Sebrowski........................19

Sandy&Mary

Boldt.....................................20

John&Marti

Laymac...............................20

Rich&Lisa

Bialowas.............................24

Paul&Melissa

Hardy..................................24

Bryan&Janet

El-Zoghby........................25

Lee&Ginny

Bennett..............................26

Harold&Liz

Golding................................27

Jack&Marge

Dillon.....................................30

Dave&Jill

Stein.....................................30

Julian Pawel Kadlitz

Nephew of Larry & Liz Sinkovich

Brennan Michael Lindstrom

Grandson of Mark & Debbie Dutil

David Wade Williams, Jr.

Son of David Williams & Sara Chapman

Raylan Eldon Cheatham

Grandson of David & Jan Eldon

Ava Myers

Born



Medical & Surgical Dermatologist
�omas S. Pham, M.D.
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F  S
Clawson and Sterling Heights Locations

Adult & Children

(248) 655-0370

DETAILED CLEANING

Commercial | Residential
18 Years Experience

Melissa Stanley

248-935-3400

PrintPORT
Screen Printing, Design, Promotional Items

BARRY & CHERYL DAVENPORT

248-430-4611

Check out our website!

www.printportconnection.com
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 “Your One Stop
 Shop For All Your
 Landscape Needs”

www.MillerLandscapeInc.com

248-391-2889

Colleen A. Schon, WMS
Senior Vice President, Investments

Investment Management Consultant

Raymond James & Associates, Inc.
691 N. Squirrel Road, Suite 222

Auburn Hills, MI 48326
248-276-2800 • 866-557-7366 Toll Free

248-373-0145 Fax
Colleen.Schon@raymondjames.com

For Advertising Information, call

ALLAN DIVIS at LPi today!

1.800.477.4574 • 216.325.6825 ext 6267

ADivis@4LPi.com



How to Contact Us

Church Office: (Open 9:30-1:30 weekdays)

Tel: 248-641-8080 Fax: 248-641-8067

Cathy Hoffman, Administrator

Kathryn Hassel, Administrative Assistant

Gretchen Waters, Office Assistant

office@ststephenstroy.org

The Rev. Jonathan Sams, Rector

rector@ststephenstroy.org

The Rev. Manisha Dostert, Associate Rector

Cell: 919-880-0506

associate@ststephenstroy.org

The Rev. Liz Forest, Deacon

deacon@ststephenstroy.org

Ray Aiello, Sexton

sexton@ststephenstroy.org

David Williams, Treasurer

Cathy Hoffman, Assistant to the Treasurer

treasurer@ststephenstroy.org

Church Website: John Morley, Webmaster

www.ststephenstroy.org (password: coffeehour)

The Witness, Liz Sinkovich, Editor

witness@ststephenstroy.org

E-mail, bring to church or fax: 248-641-8067

St. Stephen’s Episcopal

Church
5500 North Adams Road

Troy, MI 48098

Please remember St. Stephen’s in your will

Change Service Requested

Dated Material

JUNE 2011

Weekly Services:

Sat. 4:30 p.m.

Eucharist for All Ages

Sun., 8 a.m.

Early Eucharist

...............................................................

Sun, 10 a.m.

Eucharist, with music, Nursery

If you have e-mail, you can receive our newsletter faster! Please send your

e-mail address to office@ststephenstroy.org. Thank you in advance for

helping us with our continued effort to.....THINK GREEN!


