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To all “Rambling Rec-

tor” readers: Thank

you for reading my

ramblings over the

past twenty years.

As you know, I love

to write, and your

affirmations of these

efforts encourage

me to expand upon

my writing after re-

tirement. If you

want to keep up with

my ramblings in the

future, you may do so

by visiting me blog at

www.theramblingrect

or.blogspot.com. My

intent is to maintain

it more faithfully

than in the

past...that is assum-

ing I can think of

anything else to say!

The Rambling Rector

The Rambling

Rector

When it comes to my life, A RIVER RUNS
THROUGH IT, and the same is true of the

Bible. I’m serious. Look at chapter 1 verse 2 on the
first page of the Bible, where it says: “the earth
was a formless void and darkness covered the face
of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the
face of the waters.” Sounds like a river to me! And
then, over in Revelation 22:1, the last chapter of
the last book in the Bible, read how “the angel
showed me the river of the
water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing from the throne of
God and of the Lamb through
the middle of the street of the
city. On either side of the river
is the tree of life...and the
leaves of the tree are for the
healing of the nations.” So,
from Genesis to Revelation is
all downstream.

Given that I feel this way
about rivers, and about the
Bible, and about God, I suppose that it should not
have come as a surprise when I opened the Invita-
tion to the August 27th Retirement Party and saw,
on the cover, an iconic image of a man fly-fishing,
surrounded, just as Norman Maclean wrote (on
page 102 of his most famous book), “…by large
Ponderosa pines. In the slanting sun of late after-
noon the shadows of great branches reached from
across the river, and the trees took the river in
their arms. The shadows continued up the bank,
until they included us.”

Take another look at the Invitation to August
27th. Is that not what you see depicted there? And
a river runs through it.

The people who composed this Invitation know
me well. They know my shortcomings and capacity
to disappoint. They know how I look at the world,
and how I feel about the people of St. Stephen’s,
and my ministry among you. I could not ask for a
better tribute, and I could not have served a better
church.

In September of 1996 I wrote in my journal:
“And yet there are times, moments, when the flow
of events becomes a River in which I wade and fish,
every cast a search for missing parts of a story.”

And the story continued in June of 2007:

“Last night on the Au Sable River we fished late,
long after our lines and flies became invisible, long
after the owls had begun to hoot and
hunt, and (we had eventually to ad-
mit) long after the trout had ceased to
rise. There were plenty of bugs hatch-
ing: just no trout eating them. I caught
two, a rainbow and a brown. The River
was high and strong from the recent
rains.

In the gathering darkness the water seems to
merge with air, and for awhile we become as if
amphibious, inhabiting both regions. For that time
we are a discontinuous arc, linked to the underwa-
ter realm by fly line and tapered leader, requiring
only a rising trout to complete the circle. Yet even
the absence of trout implies a potential complete-
ness.
In the fishless void a scrap of remembered poetry
rises to the surface. T.S. Eliot, I think.

Between the idea
And the reality
Between the motion
And the act
Falls the Shadow

The potential implies the possibility. Gods spawn in
the River alongside the may-
flies, and merge into one. For
Thine is the kingdom, continues
the poem. Our casting is a re-
hearsal for such a kingdom, a
ritual with sacred sticks waved
lucklessly at shadows.”

As I said, when it comes to my life, a river runs
through it.

RamblingaroundtheRiverofLife
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Around the Parish

July

Lectionary

July 5—Pentecost 3
Gen24:34-38, 42-49,

58-67
Psalm 45: 11-18

or
Song of Sol 2:8-13

or
Zech 9:9-12
Psalm 148: 8-15
Rom 7: 15-25a
Matt 11: 16-19, 25-30

July 10– Pentecost 4
Gen 25: 19-34
Psalm 119: 105-112

or
Is 55: 10-13
Psalms 65: (1-8), 9-14
Rom 8: 1-11
Matt 13: 1-9, 18-23

July 17—Pentecost 5
Gen 28: 10-19a
Psalm139:1-11,22-23
or

WisofSol 12:13, 16-19
or

Is44:6-8
Psalm86:11-17
Rom8:12-25
Matt13:24-30,36-43

Junly 24—Pentecost 6
Gen 29: 15-28
Psalm 105: 1-11
or

Psalm 128
or

Kings 3: 5-12
Psalm 119: 129-136
Rom 8: 26-39
Matt 13: 31-33, 44-52

July 31—Pentecost 7
Gen 32: 22-31
Psalm 17: 1-7, 16
or

Is 55: 1-5
Psalm 145: 8-9, 15-22
Rom 9: 1-5
Matt 14: 13-21

OurGraduatingHigh SchoolSeniors

A lyssa Benes graduated from Troy Athens High
School. During her years at Athens she has

received first division ratings for her cello solos at
Michigan School Band and Orchestra Association
District and State Solo and Ensemble. She was
cello section leader of the Athens High School Sym-
phony Orchestra this past year, and participated in
the Metropolitan Youth Symphony Orchestra the past 2
years. She received the National Arion Foundation
Award which is for excellence in music, and received a
scholarship from the Athens Orchestra Parent Associa-
tion. She also had two of her photographs and one of
her poems published in the A-Mag which is the Athens
High School literary magazine.

This summer Alyssa plans to hopefully find a job,
prepare for college and go on vacation at her grandpar-
ents house near Crystal Mountain.

She will attend Bowling Green State University but is
currently unsure about her major, but is leaning toward
something in the creative writing field. She also plans
on completing a minor in photography.

Derek Bialowas graduated Magna Cum Laude with
a 3.78 GPA from Dakota High School in Macomb

County. He is a member of National Honor Society, the
Wind Ensemble, Jazz Band, Concert Band, Pit Orchestra,
and a band aide. He was the assistant Drum Major for
the marching band season and participated in District
and State Solo and Ensemble, where he earned several
first division ratings. He was also a member of Be the
Change and Band Council and was the driving force
behind a large school beautification event that took
place in May of this year.

A few weeks ago he was named one of 10 winners
of the Macomb Township Community Foundation Schol-
arship. He received a scholarship from Wesner Tuxedo
for "Breaking Down the Walls", and was awarded the
Merlita Westerlund future educator scholarship from
Dakota High School. Last week at Senior Awards night
he received the Presidential Award for Academic Excel-
lence and was named "Dakota High School's Student of
the Year" for Instrumental Music. Last night at the band
banquet he was voted "most dedicated" and "most
likely to become a future high school band director" by
his peers. He also received the John Phillip Sousa
Award for Band at the banquet. This is the highest
honor the band program bestows on a graduating sen-
ior.

Derek is very industrious and has lined up several
landscaping/home improvement projects to earn
money over the summer. He is also enrolled in two
summer classes at Macomb Community College.

He will be attending Bowling Green State University in
the Fall to pursue a degree in Music Education and
hopes to be able to share his love of music and the
joys of the band program with many future stu-
dents. He has been awarded the Bowling Green
Success Scholarship and the Bowling Green Heritage
Scholarship. He plans to become a member of the

Falcon Marching Band.

M ichael Giles has been active in the Seaholm
Marching Band, Symphony Band and Jazz

Band. He has played hockey as part of the Royal Oak
House League and has worked at Buddy’s Pizza. He
earned his Eagle Scout last year and graduated with the
Phi Beta Kappa distinction from Seaholm High School.
This summer, he will go on the mission trip, is planning a
trip to Chicago and will hang out with friends and
work. He will be attending Michigan State University
this fall in the Engineering School.

A lex Morley graduated from the International Acad-
emy Central Campus. Alex is an accomplished

equestrian and an avid reader. Last summer she was
awarded a prestigious summer internship position at the
University of Michigan Program for Injury Research and
Engineering (UMPIRE). Alex has been a member of St.
Stephen's since 2000 and is a proud member of the first
J2A class. In addition to the youth programs, she has
also been involved as an accolyte, a SOS volunteer and
with the Camp Compassion Mission Projects in 2009
and 2010.

She will be trekking to the upper, upper point of
Michigan's Upper Pennisula to attend Michigan Techno-
logical University in the fall (a 10 hour drive from
Troy). She'll be studying general engineering her Fresh-
man year and then will decide what specific engineering
major to focus on. She’s sure she'll also become profi-
cient in all the winter activities at Tech... skiing, snow
boarding, snow shoeing, broom ball, and ice sculpture
making!

This summer, Alex will be a counselor at Camp Cedar
Lodge in Lawrence Michigan (near Paw Paw). This is a
fantastic family run camp with a spectacular English
equestrian program and show team. Alex will be doing a
little bit of everything at camp this summer from helping
in the barn, to being a Jr. Counselor in a younger girls
cabin, to helping with group activities, to washing
dishes! When camp finishes in mid-August, the Morley's
will take a brief family vacation weekend and then Alex
goes to Houghton for the Michigan Tech Fresh-
man Orientation.
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The choir rehearses

each Wednesday at

7:15. Please come and

join this remarkable

group.

The children's choir

will meet every Sun-

day right after the

10:00 church service

Come and make a joy-

ful noise!

Around the Parish—cont.

Thank you for your

contributions to the

spring United Thank

Offering Ingathering.

We sent $426.28.

Sarah Mortensen graduated from Wylie E. Groves
High School. She is a member of the National Honor

Society. In the fall, she will be attending Northwestern
University in Evanston, IL, joining their integrated science
program. This summer, she is off to Puerto Rico for a
week with a friend, going on the mission trip and spend-
ing two weeks in Florida prior to moving
to Evanston.

Congratulations also to Bobby Brandon, David Hatt,
Jacob Pincura, Jesse Pincura and Parker Spivey!

Your church family is proud of all of you!

Local student Laura Erikson has been named to

the Albion College dean’s list for the spring

2011 semester.

Students named to the Dean’s List must achieve

a grade point average of 3.5 or above at the com-

pletion of the semester. This GPA must be based on

at least three units in graded courses and a mini-

mum of four units completed.

Laura Erikson is majoring in German and com-

munication studies and minoring in psychology.

She is the daughter of Jon and Elizabeth Erikson of

Rochester Hills and a graduate of Rochester Senior

High School.

Build-A-Bear…forHaiti

Many, many thanks to St. Stephen’s for the
mini-grant to Diana Karlsson’s Girl Scout
Troop.

Lauren Baker, one of the girls on our troop, is
heading out to Haiti with her family this summer
to work, help, minister and spend time with the
orphans at “Mission of Hope” in Haiti.

The troop wanted to do something special for
the orphans with some of the money they got
form the Girl Scout Cookie sales. The troop picked
to go to Build-A-Bear and, instead of keeping the
bears for themselves, send them over to Haiti
with Lauren. She will pass out the bears to the
kids at the orphanage. The kids probably do not
get many new toys that are specially made for
them and we are praying that we will send a spe-
cial message of hope and love to those kids.
Thanks to the mini-grant we were able to make
more bears and include a T-shirt and an accessory
for each bear.

We are looking forward to the hearing about
Lauren’s experience and seeing the pictures she is
going to take of the kids playing with the bears!
We are hoping to see lots of smiles and hugs!

Thanks you, St. Stephen’s, for helping us reach
out to these kids!!

Girl Scout Troop 40485, from Troy, MI

Kara Collins graduated from Troy
High School and is a Scholar Ath-

lete. She co-captained the Varsity Ten-
nis Team, which won their Regional title and finished 9th
at the State level. She received the Tennis Troy Colt of
the Year Award and was named All League. This summer
she is working and looking forward to going up north
with her cousins from Florida. She is very excited to be
attending Western Michigan University in the fall and will
be studying Graphic Design. (Her Dad was very excited
to discover that WMU has 16 very nice tennis courts!)

OurGraduates—cont.

AlbionHonors

Thanks!
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Under the Dogwood

Please check the website for the most up-to-

date calendar of events

www.ststephenstroy.org

Thanks to all of you

who contributed blan-

kets for the Red

Cross spring blanket

drive. We received

24 blankets and 1

duvet cover.

TheWarden’sCorner

This is the first time I get to write you after the
Youth Celebration Sunday. If you were there

you know what a joyous celebration of vibrancy,
energy, love and faith it was. Notice I did not in-
clude “youth” in that list. While the “youth” led us
in the service as only they can do, they led us in a
selfless giving of themselves to us – and what a
blessed, wonderful gift it was. As much as I am
continually amazed by the faithful discipleship of
the “adults” in our parish, I am even more amazed
by these younger disciples. Thank you all who
made this worship breathe the Spirit into all of us.

Summer is upon us and we are fast approaching
those precious few Sundays we have left with Jona-

than. Make sure you take the
time to congratulate him on his
retirement, assure him of your
continued prayers and love as
these are the most important
things we have to give him. If
you have not yet responded to
the invitation to Jonathan’s re-

tirement party on Saturday, August 27th, it’s not
too late! And you will not want to miss the Cele-
bration Worship on Sunday, August 28th.

In the fall we will all begin to see and feel the
loss of our pastoral leader. While we will do our
best to fill in the hole, we cannot do so. I am re-
minded of the scene in the upper room where the
Apostles were huddled in despair and fear after
Jesus’ Ascension. While we are not exactly hud-
dled in despair and fear, I dare say we have each
probably had our moment being unsettled and
apprehensive.

But just as the Apostles were vis-
ited by the Holy Spirit, I feel the pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit at our Vestry
meetings and the work we are doing.
I ask for your prayers and patience
with us, your leadership team as we
continue to be good stewards of our
parish. We are truly blessed with the

twelve disciples we know as our Vestry.

Speaking of discipleship, our giving through May
continues to show your faithful commitment to the
work of St. Stephens – our faith Household. I use
the term “household” intentionally; for just as we
are each members of our family household, we are
also members of our faith household, and, just like
our family household, there is a place (and tasks)
for each of us in the St. Stephens Household. I ask
you to continue to pray, involve yourself and sup-

port of the many opportunities our
Household has to offer. Ultimately,
we are all part of the Household of
God.

Peace,

Dave Stein

Sr. Warden

Writing the Sacred: A Psalm-Writing, journaling
and poem-making workshop. Everyone is original
and has something important to express. As a
veteran workshop leader, Ray McGinnis brings a
splendid range of writing exercises to spark your
imagination and creativity. Come play with words.
Come nurture your spirit as you learn ways to cre-
ate your own new psalms and poems. Explore
how journal writing, poem-making and Psalm
writing can deepen self-understanding, expand
self-expression, personal and spiritual growth.
You’ll hear Psalms and a variety of poets including
St. Francis of Assisi. Hear how other writers across
the ages have glimpsed the sacred in the ordinary.
Ray brings to this workshop simple step-by-step
writing exercises will help you write with ease.
Come and explore the thin spaces where creative
writing and spirituality meet. Discover how writing
a new Psalm can be a catalyst to mark this transi-
tion in the life of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church.
This workshop is designed for both those who
enjoy writing and those who have never put pen
to paper. Come and discover how God is leading
us on though an engaging encounter with spiritu-
ality and the arts.

Date: Wednesday August 10, 2011

PLANNING

AGRACE-

FILLED

EXIT

Who will make your

final decisions?

Will your last wishes

be met?

Join us on Saturday,

September 24

from 8 to 12:30, fol-

lowed by lunch, to

learn

how you can give your

loved ones peace of

mind and assurance

during a most diffi-

cult time

by letting them know

your wishes about

your

Spiritual, Financial-

Legal, and Practical

plans.

$17 ($30/couple) by

September 18

The Endowment Com-
mittee
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ReachingOut
July

Birthdays

Zachary Irey.............. 1

Carson Pavloff............2

Abagail Schreck ........3

Janet Satyanathan...6

Vicki Saylor ................6

Kara Collins .................6

Doug Wenrich ............6

Charlie Crowell...........6

Justin Fragnoli...........8

Darrel Middlewood ...9

Allen Aschenbach ...10

Kathy DeCiantis.......10

Lea Van Amberg ......10

Sarah Boos................ 11

Maggie Crowell......... 11

Adrian Brokenshire 11

Rob Redmer ..............13

Mary Jane Johnston14

Kathryn Buller..........16

Chad Anderson.........16

James McQuiston...17

Chinedu Okeagu.......17

Joseph McCoy..........18

Kathy Davis...............19

Jeremy Taylor ........20

Nancy Sams .............20

Joanne Middlewoood21

Troy Dostert............21

Geena Pickering .......21

Jayne Edwards ........21

Brian Ingersoll........22

Barbara McCoy .......23

Jillian Spina .............23

Quentin Hachett....24

Hope Edwards .........25

Michael Herderich.26

Daniel Gerard..........26

Cecilia Crowell.........27

Carol Jantz ..............28

Audrey Brokenshire29

Kay Novak.................30

Justin Wojas............31

You won't want to miss this grand finale tribute
to our retiring rector:

Date: Saturday, August 27,
2011

Place: The Met Hotel former

Hilton)

550 Crooks Road @

I-75

Troy, MI 48098

Time: 5:00 - 11:00 p.m.

Menu: casual buffet

GivingaParty!

47 blankets and hat sets for premature babies

have been given to the NICU unit at Hutzel Hospi-

tal. These blanket & hat sets will be used to keep

babies warm while they struggle to

survive. There are now 4 ladies in-

volved in this outreach. It is very

important work and we will never

know how it will effect the smallest of our broth-

ers and sisters. Some of these babies are fighting

to live against tremendous odds. I met one such

little boy this week that was born at 1 pound and

addicted to four different substances including

heroin. He is now 15 months old and learning

how to pull himself up to stand and will be learn-

ing to walk soon.

Peace+

I would like to thank everyone for the wonderful

party celebrating my 10 anniversary of my ordi-

nation to the Diaconate. It was a beautiful recep-

tion in Fellowship Hour and we gathered quite a lot

of money for the "Rebuilding the Cathedral Center

in Haiti". Thank you!

Peace+

Deacon Liz

Dear caring people of God,

Grace and peace to you!

As we approach the time that Father Jonathan re-

tires, one of the major roles he plays is all the pas-

toral care. It will take three of us (myself, Father

Maxwell and Deacon Liz) to do his job, and we also

want you to help!

So, we are going to continue the on-call pastoral

care program we started when Father Jonathan

went on sabbatical. We will do it for the weeks he

is on vacation (July 14-Aug 3) and then when he

retires (Sep-Dec). We will continue until we have

an interim priest (which may be in a week or 3

months after Jonathan+ retires) and let the interim

decide how to continue.

If you feel called, please call me! If you want to
sign up for days (it can be one day or a whole
week!) and receive further direction, email Pastor
Manisha.

GivingLove GivingThanks

GivingCare
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Storytellers

Liz Sinkovich is the

Storyteller. Call,

write or email her

with your stories:

story@ststephenstro

y. org

Stories are the vehi-

cles that God uses to

tell of His work in our

community and in our-

selves. It is how we

connect and know one

another.

As you know, Father

Jon loves a good

story. In this very

special story, he tells

about how he came to

St. Stephen’s.

What we do matters!

Who we are matters!

In 1991 I had been Rector at St. Timothy’s, Grif-
fith, Indiana, for 10 years. The church was

flourishing, and there was a close-knit
group of parents with kids the same
age as ours. Worship every Sunday
was energetic and fun, with about 120
people of all ages stuffed into the
small, chapel-like building. I was in-
volved with diocesan and community
affairs, and played regularly with an
informal bluegrass band. We even
installed a church bell and man, do I
like to ring bells!

I might never have left Indiana ex-
cept for the fact that other people
kept moving away. Northwest Indi-
ana is an industrial area, and by 1991 employment
opportunities were beginning to diminish. It was
painful (and still is) when people to whom I had
become attached move away, or die, or leave the
church for some other reason. I was concerned
that if I remained at St. Tim’s much longer, I would
begin to avoid getting so attached, and insulate
myself against the sadness of letting go. I also
began to feel like part of “the establishment,” and
realized that I could very easily become “good old
Father Sams” who had become as much a part of
the church furniture as the pews.

I wasn’t ready for that, so I began to investigate
“program size” parishes that were searching for
new leadership. “Program-size” means that a
church has 150-350 people attending on Sundays,
and where the role of the pastor is chiefly that of
a facilitator for the development of lay leadership.
This type of church requires a vigorous and well-
informed cadre of lay volunteers to manage its
programs, because the various ministries provide
the context for people to develop meaningful rela-
tionships. A congregation of this size is too large
for everyone to know each other, or even to know
the pastor well. St. Timothy’s was a “pastoral size
church” (50-150 attendance), which means that
everybody expects to have a close relationship
with the pastor, and to be acquainted with almost
everyone else who worships there.

If I were going to continue to serve in a pastoral

size church, there would have been no reason to
leave St. Tim’s. But I wanted to experience a dif-
ferent style of ministry, one that would provide
opportunity for me to develop small groups, help
leaders develop their gifts, and create innovative
programs. If no such position had turned up, I
would happily have stayed where I was. That is
very nearly what happened.

In 1990, I interviewed at an Episcopal Church in
Gettysburg, PA, which seemed to be the sort of
place I was looking for. It was right on the edge of
reaching “program-size,” was located in a grow-
ing town that was home to a famous national
park, and a Lutheran college and seminary as well.
I admit to being intrigued by the idea of living in a
place of such profound historical significance.
But, after the interview, it was clear that this was
not a call from God, whether I was offered the
position or not.

What made this so apparent was the way our
son David was received by the Search Committee
and others we met during our visit. At the time
David was still a nursing infant, so we took him
with us for the interview. The Search Committee,
while very polite, seemed bewildered as to why
we would bring a baby to a job interview. At St.
Tim’s, everybody passed babies around as if at a
family reunion; at this church, almost no one
asked to hold David, or even showed much inter-
est in him. It seemed evident
that this was a congregation
that kept each other at arm’s
length. A fine church, no
doubt, but not for a person
like me, or for my family.

I was not offered that position, but the inter-
view process did teach me something important
about myself. It also made me more skeptical
about the whole idea of moving! I was beginning
to be reconciled to staying put for the next 20
years.

Then another intriguing prospect emerged. A
close friend and quail-hunting buddy of mine had

ComingHome...
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Storytellers ...cont.

So, you say you don’t

bead? Would you

consider being a spon-

sor to someone who

does? Maybe some-

one who wouldn’t

bead, could with a

sponsor!

So even if you don’t

bead, you can still

contribute. It’s a

win-win! Let Deacon

Liz know if you want

to partner with some-

one.

Our Baldwin Center

Plant sale had 16 peo-

ple buying plants, with

a total of $730 re-

ceived. That all went

to Baldwin for helping

the homeless. Thank

you! Hope you’re en-

joying your lovely

plants.

been elected Bishop of a diocese out west. As it
happened, the cathedral church in his diocese was
looking for a new Dean (that’s what Episcopalians
call a priest in charge of a cathedral). This cathe-
dral was a “program size” church located in the
state capital, a city with about half the population
of Troy. I had a gut feeling that this might be the
right place for me, with the added bonus of serv-
ing with a Bishop whom I admired and liked.

Wrong! For reasons I can only guess at, my
name came off the list at first cut. Then, it tran-
spired that my Bishop friend became embroiled in
bitter controversy within the diocese, so that ulti-
mately it became impossible for him to continue
in office. Could I have helped resolve that heart-
breaking controversy? It’s a moot point, since
God evidently did not want me there.

Where God wanted me was in Michigan.

An old friend and youth-ministry colleague,
Bonnie Anderson, was active in the affairs of the
Diocese of Michigan, and had submitted my name
to a number of search committees around this
area. By 1991 I had looked at parish profiles from
St. Paul’s in Jackson, St. Alban’s in Ann Arbor, St.
Andrew’s in Clawson, and Nativity in West Bloom-
field (which, at that time, was where Bonnie and
her family attended).

It was St. Stephen’s that intrigued me the most,
however. I had very interesting telephone inter-
views with members of the Search Committee,
including Ann Diemer and Arch Coran. When I
came for interviews, I stayed once with John and
Daisy Eldon, and once with the Waters family.

All this seemed very positive, but what really
affected me was the experience of Sunday wor-
ship. At the 8 O’clock service there was a biker
gentleman present, heavily bearded and all
decked out in full biker re-
galia. The congregation was
so hospitable to him that it
dispelled any stereotype I
may have harbored regard-
ing “snobbish suburban
churches.” At the time I
assumed that the biker gen-
tleman was a regular attendee, whereas, in fact, I

have never laid eyes on him again! It was as if the
Spirit of God had inspired him to attend St.
Stephen’s on that one Sunday, just so the congre-
gation could show its true colors to the visiting
preacher! That first impression has never been
compromised: this parish community welcomes all
sorts and conditions of folks into its heart. It wel-
comed me, and my disruptive little family as well,
and at the time I saw the hand of God in it. I still
do.

What made me so sure that, if chosen by the
Search Committee, I would accept? Certainly it was
the congregation, egged on by the enthusiasm of
the choir, clearly enjoyed worship. I knew at once
that this was a church that liked to “sing out” and
“burst out.” I also appreciated the green forest
that embraces the building and the community

within. I was impressed by the
energy and commitment of the
Search Committee. But what
really struck me was the friend-
liness of the pre-teen nursery
attendant who entertained
Caitlin, James, and David while
the interview was in progress.

She made the experience enjoyable for them.
Once the kids were sold on St. Stephen’s, it seemed
my destiny was clear! It comes as no surprise,
therefore, to see that same nursery attendant now
teaching very successfully as an elementary school
teacher here in Troy, and it is “meet and right” that
the last wedding at which I preside as Rector of St.
Stephen’s will be hers!

In case there is doubt in anyone’s mind, the per-
son I am referring to is Elizabeth Waters, daughter
of Roy and Gretchen, sister of Katie, and soon-to-
be wife of Brian Thiel.

So there is the story of my “coming to Michi-
gan.” As far as I can discern such things, it is an
example of how God works in the world, and will
continue to do so, in your lives and in mine.

Cominghome—cont.

Plants!

Beads!
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We Ask Your Prayers for...
Members
Colin Davis Mathias Look

Harold Golding Albertine Mosier

Faith Hatt Mike O’Neill

Connie Jose Charles Saylor

Mary Jane Kerr Cheryl Walter

Steve Kirby Pauline Woodin

Pat Look

Family & Friends
Ola Bell Lucille Makarov
Steven Bell Gertrude Marks
Susan Brown Patty McKibben
Michael Carroll Shirley Morley
Patrick Caufield MJ Ogden
Judy Davis Barb Paton
Sydney Dewal Bill Paton
Jack Dillon Ryan Pote
Cathlynn Duncan Rachel
Betty Feighner Robin Raybould
Rose Fragnoli Richard Saferian
John Good Liz Sage
Jeffrey Gross Janice Sayers
Sheila Hammond Tom Schutz
John Hoffman Chris Slezak
Claudine Hoppen Ivy Sloss
Leroy Johnson Kay Sternberg
Renee Klempay Charles Sternberg
Gage Family Andrew Wellman

Those in the Armed Services

Stephen Armstrong—Nephew of Phil & Linda Pierce

Rachel Barton—Granddaughter of Jane & Harry Frank

Jason Demattia—Known to Kathy Davis

Andrew Fielder—Grandson of Davis Fielder

Thomas Frydrych—Son-in-law of Rob & Amy Redmer

Kyle Hoffman- Known to Joe & Jan Hopper

Ian Hotton– Grandson of Randy Hotton

Robert Johnstone—known to Alaina Nunn

Michael Kohn—Known to Norma Ross

Ryan Kasky - Grandson of Larry & Lynn Nunn

Stephen L’Hommedieu—Godson of Phil & Linda Pierce

Nathan Madak - Cousin of Diane Kenefic & David Eldon

David Mentier - Cousin of Diane Kenefic & David Eldon

Brian Papet - Son of Bruce & Nancy Papet

Andrew Rathbun—Known to Stephanie Herderich

Kyle Rogowski—Nephew of Ken & Kris Fuhr

Joshua Spates - Son of John & Miranda Spates

Alex Wade—Nephew of Debbie Sloan

Taylor Ward - Son of Kevin & Carol Ward

These Parish Families
7/3 Patti Fox

Todd, Joanne, Samantha, Jessica & Matthew
Fox

7/10 Steve, Corinne, Justin, Brent & Garrett
Fragnoli

7/17 Ken & Kris Fuhr
Janet Geisler

7/24 Daniel, Tammy, Katelyn, Andrew & Brendan
Gerard

Alan, Helen, Kristin & Michael Giles
7/31 Harold & Liz Golding

Ruth & Peter Goulding
Todd, Joann, Samantha, Jessica & Matthew

The Departed
Judy Mulcahy

Member of St. Stephen’s

Marion Simmons

Founding member of St. Stephen’s

The Rev. Dr. Emery Francis Gravelle III

Former Vicar of Holy Spirit, Livonia

Steven McKibben

Friend of the Saylor’s

Steve Arant

Friend of Dave & Jill Stein

Josh Wheeler

Friend of Erika Hoffman

Barbara Jackson

Friend of Sandy & Mary Boldt

Cyril Velkoff

Uncle of Father Jon

Frank Tuczak

Uncle of Jeff Parent

Carol Hoolihan

Neighbor of Karol Sprague & Jim Carnegie

Jim Gibson

Nephew of Mary Lou Bryson

Bernadine Lytle

Known to Cheryl Davenport & Bob Bagnall

July

Anniversaries

Herschel & Renee

Hicks ...............................1

Mike & Erin

Brokenshire................8

Jeff & Renee

Parent..........................10

Rod & Donna

Johnson .......................11

Sandy & Connie

Jose..............................12

Rick & Barb

Spina.............................15

Joe & Pat

Przeslawski ...............21

Stave & Corinne

Fragnoli.......................21

Michael & Lea

VanAmberg..............25



Medical & Surgical 

DERMATOLOGIST
�omas S. Pham, M.D.

510 S. Rochester, Clawson
Acne • Warts • Hair • Nails & Skin

Skin Cancer Specialty
Mohs Surgery & Psoriasis

Most Insurances & A!ordable Fee for Service
Spanish & Vietnamese spoken here

(248) 655-0370

DETAILED CLEANING

Commercial | Residential
18 Years Experience

Melissa Stanley

248-935-3400

PrintPORT
Screen Printing, Design, Promotional Items

BARRY & CHERYL DAVENPORT

248-430-4611

Check out our website!

www.printportconnection.com
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Colleen A. Schon, WMS
Senior Vice President, Investments

Investment Management Consultant

Raymond James & Associates, Inc.
691 N. Squirrel Road, Suite 222

Auburn Hills, MI 48326
248-276-2800 • 866-557-7366 Toll Free

248-373-0145 Fax
Colleen.Schon@raymondjames.com

For Advertising Information, call

ALLAN DIVIS at LPi today!

1.800.477.4574 • 216.325.6825 ext 6267

ADivis@4LPi.com



How to Contact Us

Church Office: (Open 9:30-1:30 weekdays)

Tel: 248-641-8080 Fax: 248-641-8067

Cathy Hoffman, Administrator

Kathryn Hassel, Administrative Assistant

Gretchen Waters, Office Assistant

office@ststephenstroy.org

The Rev. Jonathan Sams, Rector

rector@ststephenstroy.org

The Rev. Manisha Dostert, Associate Rector

Cell: 919-880-0506

associate@ststephenstroy.org

The Rev. Liz Forest, Deacon

deacon@ststephenstroy.org

Ray Aiello, Sexton

sexton@ststephenstroy.org

David Williams, Treasurer

Cathy Hoffman, Assistant to the Treasurer

treasurer@ststephenstroy.org

Church Website: John Morley, Webmaster

www.ststephenstroy.org (password: coffeehour)

The Witness, Liz Sinkovich, Editor

witness@ststephenstroy.org

E-mail, bring to church or fax: 248-641-8067

St. Stephen’s Episcopal

Church
5500 North Adams Road

Troy, MI 48098

Please remember St. Stephen’s in your will

Change Service Requested

Dated Material

JULY 2011

Weekly Services:

Sat. 4:30 p.m.

Eucharist for All Ages

Sun., 8 a.m.

Early Eucharist

...............................................................

Sun, 10 a.m.

Eucharist, with music, Nursery

If you have e-mail, you can receive our newsletter faster! Please send your

e-mail address to office@ststephenstroy.org. Thank you in advance for

helping us with our continued effort to.....THINK GREEN!




