
April 14, 2015 Vestry Meeting minutes 

 

Present: Don Ingersoll, Jim Trask, Corinne Fragnoli, Mark Pierce, Kathy DeCiantis, Alice Moss, Norma 

Ross, Helen Giles, Eric Hatchett, Paula Somerville, Silvia Karlsson, Mother Susan Williams 

 

The meeting started at 7 pm. The group shared Highs and Lows. Don led the opening prayer. 

 

Mother Susan led the Bible Study on Acts 4:32-37, What it means to be a household of God?  A good 

discussion followed.   She reported on worship and pastoral matters since our last meeting.  The Lenten 

Wednesday classes were well received, with 20-30 attendees each session.   

 

Church Staff:  Sandy our Sexton fell while vacuuming in the church and badly twisted her ankle today. 

Mother Susan took her to the Emergency department at Beaumont-Troy.  Waiting to hear the extent of 

her injury.   

 

Mother Susan’s asked: Have you made a will?  Does it include charitable giving?  Saturday the 25th at her 

house is the Fred Bryson Legacy Group party to highlight charitable giving.  Vestry are all invited.  The 

Vestry also received a list of “missing” parishioners who haven’t been seen in at least a year, and were 

asked to help find out any problem. 

 

Strategic/Generative section of the meeting: 

Helen distributed a “St. Stephen’s 2015 Approach” SWOT matrix.  Strengths and Weaknesses are 

internal.  Opportunities and Threats are external.  The chart was well-received and the Vestry discussed 

possibilities for additional action, including plans to attend “Troy Days”. 

 

Silvia gave a YACYM committee report, highlighting events such as Lego Camps this summer and a new 

date of Oct 25th for the Rite 13 ceremony.    J2A auction is May 2nd.  Please invite family and friends, not 

just St Stephen’s parishioners.  June 19-21 is the Urban adventure to Chicago.  There will be a diocesan-

wide mission trip for older teens (YAC) to Northern Minnesota.   

 

Focus areas from the February Vestry Day were reviewed.   Mark has been reaching out to Oakland 

University groups. It’s difficult to hold meetings on campus, due to regulations prohibiting outsiders.  

Might be possible to form ties with LGBT student group or other Christian group already on campus. 

 

Adult Faith: Helen reported that in May, a session will be offered where people could bring phones, 

computers, etc and have some knowledgeable youth troubleshoot their issues.   On May 20th we can 

join a Troy group at St Mark Coptic Church for an informational session. 

 

Finances:  Jim reported that the Endowment Fud value is up; however the balance is only updated 

quarterly in reporting.  The Church Budget has received increased contributions this year vs. last year, 

still below budget but a lower deficit vs. last year. 

 



Additional events were noted:  Theology on Tap; A blood drive;  Renew Kroger points; National Day of 

Prayer breakfast; Diocesan Ministry Fair, 9-4 on May 2nd. 

 

March’s minutes were adjusted to reflect a 4% increase, not 17%, in the endowment investment return. 

 

Mother Susan will lead the May meeting as both Wardens will be out of town. 

 

We ended with birthday cake for Mark and Don, at 9 pm.  

 

The reference documents from the meeting follows. 

 

Submitted by Eric Hatchett, Vestry Clerk. 

 

 
 

 

 


