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“ SCATTERED: THE
| FORCED RELOCATION
The Forced Relocation of Poland’s OF POLAND'S

Ukrainians after World War 11 UKRAINIANS AFTER

WORLD WAR 11"
by DIANA HOWANSKY REILLY

Following World War Il, the communist government of
Poland forcibly relocated the country's Ukrainian
minority by means of a Soviet-Polish population
exchange and then a secretly planned action code-
named Operation Vistula. In Scattered: The Forced
Relocation of Poland’s Ukrainians After World War I,
Diana Howansky Reilly recounts these events through
the experiences of three siblings caught up in the
conflict, during a turbulent period when compulsory
resettlement was a common political tactic used
against national minorities to create homogenous
states.

Born in the Lemko region of southeastern Poland,
Petro, Melania, and Hania Pyrtej survived World War Il

only to be separated by political decisions over which they had no control. Petro relocated with his wife to Soviet
Ukraine during the population exchange of 1944-46, while his sisters Melania and Hania were resettled to western
Poland through Operation Vistula in 1947. As the Ukrainian Insurgent Army fought resettlement, the Polish
government meanwhile imprisoned suspected sympathizers within the Jaworzno concentration camp. Melania,
Reilly's maternal grandmother, eventually found her way to the United States during Poland's period of
liberalization in the 1960s.

Drawing on oral interviews and archival research, Reilly tells a fascinating, true story that provides a bottom-up
perspective and illustrates the impact of extraordinary historical events on the lives of ordinary people. Tracing the
story to the present, she describes survivors' efforts to receive compensation for the destruction of their homes
and communities.



“PO3CISIHI: MTPUMYCOBE NEPECEJIEHHSA
YKPAIHUIB NMOJibLUI NIC/SA APYroI CBITOBOI
BIMHW”

NiaHu l'oBaHcbKOi Pennni

Micna Apyroi cBiTOBOT BiiHN KOMYHICTUYHWI ypas MonbLi NPMMYCOBO NepecesivB YKPaiHCbKy MEHLIUHY Yepes
opraHisauito paZiaiHCbKO-N0bCbKOro 06MiHY HaceNeHHAM Ta TAEMHO CM/IaHOBaHY aKLito Nif KoaoBUM iMm'am
Onepaduia «Bicna». B KHM3i «PO3cCiaHI» ONMCcaHO NpUMyCcOoBe NepeceneHHs yKpaiHuis 3 Teputopii MonbLi nicna
[Opyroi ceiToBOiI BiltHKW. [iaHa FoBaHCcKi Pennni posnosigae npo ui noaji yepes onosigb Npo XuUTTa 6pata Ta ABOX
cecTep, AKi BTpanuaun y Bup KOHONIKTY B TOMy BypeMHOMY Yaci, Ko NpUMycoBe nepecesieHHsA 6yno 3BUYHOI0
NONITUYHOI TAKTUKOIO, AKY 3aCTOCOBYBANWN A0 HALLOHANIbHUX MEHLIWH 3 METO CTBOPEHHA MOHOETHIYHMX AepXKaB.

HapoarkeHi Ha JlemkiBLMHiI, B niBaeHHO-cXiaHiM MonbLi, MeTpo, MenaHia Ta ManHs MupTtei nepexuan Opyry ceitoBy
BilHY, Ta MO TOMY Ha HMX YaTyBasIO iHLIE INXO: PO3’€AHAHHA POAMHM Yepes NOITUYHI pilleHHs ocib «3ropu». MNeTpa
3 ApY*KMHO nepecennan Ao PagaHcbkol YKpaiHu nig yac obmiHy HaceneHHsam y 1944-46 pokax, B TOM Yac Moro
cectep MenaHito Ta MaHto BMBE3AM A0 3axigHoi Monbu,i nig yac Onepau,ii «Bicna» y 1947 poui. Boaku YA 6oponnca
NPOTU NPUMYCOBOTO NepeceneHHsn, a ypas, MonbLli TMM Yacom yB'A3HIOBaB Yy KOHLEHTpaLiniHomy Tabopi ABOXHO
(Jaworzno) ocib, akux nigosptoanu y npuxunbHocTi o YNA . Menawii, 6abyci Peiinni no matepuHi niHii, sarogom
BAanocs suixatm go CLUA nig yac nepioay nibepanisauii B Mosbii y 1960-x poKax.

Basytoumcb Ha ycHUxX becigax Ta apXiBHMX po3BigKax, Pelinni onosigae 3axon/toouy, NpaBamMBy iCTOpItO, WO Aa€
3mory nobaumTu yci nogii «3cepeanHU» Ta iNOCTPYE BNIMB iICTOPUYHMX NOAIMA HAaA3BUYAMHOT Barn Ha *KuUTTA
3BUYANHMX Ntogelt. ABTOPKa BeZe MiHio OnoBigi aX A0 CbOrofeHHA, NPOCTEXYOUYN HaMaraHHA y4aCHMKIB TUX No4in,
AKMM BAANOCA BUXKWIM, OTPUMATM BifLLIKOAYBAHHA 33 3pyMHOBAHI AOMIBKM Ta po3’€gHaHi CifbHOTU.



