
Merle Jeeter 
 

 
 
Merle entered Fernwood with an eight-year-old evangelist son and a 
scam called “Condos for Christ.” Neither made it very far. The 
Reverend Jimmy Joe Jeeter was electrocuted in his bathtub, and 
Merle’s plans for the condos dissolved. 
 
Merle and the little reverend had attracted singer Loretta Haggers to 
their causes. Loretta was oblivious to Merle’s attraction to her…but 
not for long. Merle tried to seduce Loretta in his motel room, but 
Loretta would have none of that. Just in time, Charlie Haggers 
arrived with his shotgun, which went off in the confusion. Unluckily 
for Charlie, the gun was aimed at his testicle. Ouch. 
 
Merle was married to Wanda Rittenhouse Jeeter. Wanda was just 
about the only person who could outfox Merle. He sometimes 
treated her like dirt, but she often ended up on top. 
 
Merle was Fernwood’s mayor and lived up to the negative stereotype 
of the crooked politician. Scandal after scandal kept viewers loving 
to hate him. 
 
Merle was played by Dabney Coleman. 
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