
Assumes that the student can read music. reading from lead sheet at least. 

* 
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* SCALES AND MODES 

* CHORD VOICING 

* CHORD PROGRESSIONS 

* APPLIED KEYBOARD HARMONY 

* STYLES 

* IMPROVISATION 

* READING 

 

A piano tab is a simple and easy way to notate a piece of music. It is often used by amateur musicians as 
an alternative to sheet music, and has gained popularity because it is also easy to distribute over the 
internet. Playing piano tabs can be fun and easy for anyone. 

[edit] Steps 

1. Piano tabs consist of several lines. Each line begins with a number and bar: 
 
5| 

4| 

3| 

2| 

 
The number indicates the octave the notes on the line are in. To determine the octave, count up 
starting from the first C. When you get to the second C, you are in the second octave. The third C 
begins the third octave, and so on...  

2. On each line there will be letters that correspond to the notes you play. 
 
5|c d e f g a b 

4| c d e f g a b 

 
Lowercase letters mean the regular notes (the white keys). Upper-case letters mean sharps (the black 
keys). For example, C means the black key to the right of C. In tabs, all flats are written as the same 

note with a sharp (eg: D-flat is written as C-sharp.)  



3. You play all notes sequentially as you move left to right. If two notes are directly above each other, 
play them at the same time. In the following piece, you play G-sharp and B at once... 
 
3|a   G 

4| ceab 

4. Dashes are often used for spacing between the notes. Sometimes, a dash or a ">" symbol that follows 
a note means to hold that note. In the following piece, you hold A-sharp and C until you have played 
the three F's. 
 
4|A>>>c>>> 

4|-fff-fff 

5. Different authors use different conventions, but these basics should be enough to allow you play most 
piano tabs on the internet.  

 

 


