
Jazz Music 

Your task for this project is to: 

1) Choose one jazz musician that you want to learn about out of 
the 7 provided. 

2) Answer these questions  
i) What are your musicians dates?_______________ 
ii) What instrument(s) does your musician 

play?________________________________________________ 

3) Answer all the questions on your sheet about the musician that 
you chose.  

4) Find a picture of your Jazz musician. 
5) Can you find a recording or a video of your musician? 
6) Arrange all of your information on poster board and present your 

findings to the class. Your group will be the experts on that 
musician.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Who would you choose? 
 
Louis Armstrong 
1.________________________ 
2.________________________ 
 
Miles Davis 
1.________________________ 
2.________________________ 
 
Charlie Parker 
1.________________________ 
2.________________________ 
 
Billie Holiday 
1.________________________ 
2.________________________ 
 
Ornette Coleman 
1.________________________ 
2.________________________ 
 
Duke Ellington 
1.________________________ 
2.________________________ 
 
Benny Goodman 
1.________________________ 
2.________________________ 

 



Louis Armstrong 
 
1) Louis played the cornet before he learned to play the trumpet. 

What is a cornet? 
 

2) What year did he make his first recording? What was the name of 
his first band? 

 
3) Louis is well known for his trumpet playing, but what kind of 

vocal music is he also known for popularizing? 
 

4) He became the ___________________________ in the 
world! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Miles Davis 
 
1) How old was Miles when he started playing the trumpet? 

 
2) Who are some of his favourite jazz musicians? 
 
3) How old was he when he had his first professional gig? 
 
4) What kind of jazz music inspired him to play jazz in the first 

place? 
 
5) Who is Dizzy Gillespie? 
 
6) What band did he form in 1949? What is a Nonet? 
 
7) Later in his career he became well known for inventing what 

rock/jazz style? (look it up) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Charlie Parker 
 
1) What kind of saxophone did he play? 

 
2) How old was he when he joined his first band? 

 
3) How many hours a day did he practice? 
 
4) What type of jazz is Charlie known for inventing? 
 
5) How old was he when he died? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Billie Holiday 
 
1) How old was she when she started singing for people? 

 
2) When did she record her first record? 
 
3) Even though she did not have a very projecting voice, what is it  

that made her popular? 
 

4) What bands did she tour with? 
 
5) How old was she when she died? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ornette Coleman 
 
1) What type of jazz music influenced him? 

 
2) What type of saxophone did Ornette play? 
 
3) Why didn’t people like his music? 
 
4) What type of jazz is he known for inventing? 
 
5) What other instruments can he play? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Duke Ellington 
 
1) How many pieces of music has he composed? 

 
2) How did he get his nickname? 
 
3) What was the name of the first band he led in New York? 
 
4) What other kinds of music did he write besides jazz music? 
 
5) What medal did he receive from a US president? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Benny Goodman 
 
1) How many brothers and sisters did Benny have? 

 
2) Where did he start playing music? Why? 
 
3) How many hours a day did he practice his clarinet? Why? 
 
4) Who inspired Benny to play jazz? 
 
5) How old was he when he became a professional musician? 
 
6) What type of jazz music is Benny most known for? 
 
7) What was his nickname? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



All of the questions are based off http://www.pbskids.org/jazz 
under “Jazz Greats.” Use this site for their research. 
 
while presentations are going on, the class will be singing and 
learning “Sir Duke” from the Grade 4 Share the Music (page 10) 

To supplement this unit: 
• An introductory unit opener video is available on the Videos 

page under “Jazz” 

• Videos of each artist are also available on the “Jazz” page. 

• Use the Buddy Rich power point to introduce them to someone 
new. It is located under the “Power Point Presentations” 
section of the “Lesson Plans” page. A video is located in the 
“Videos” section. 

• Recordings of each artist are available on the “Music” page. 

• Videos of Glenn Miller and Count Basie are available on the 
“Videos” Page 

• A Video of “Sir Duke” performed by Stevie Wonder is available on 
the Videos page. 

• There are some fun activities that are jazz based on the 
pbskids site that you could use. 

• Have two classes of just trivia based on the questions above. 


