
Butterflies 

(before 2003) 

Read the story. Click the "LISTEN" button on the web page to hear the story. Try to read along 
with the narrator to practice your pronunciation. Afterwards discuss the questions. 

One of the last sites of the monarch butterfly may soon be gone. The site is in Pacific Grove, 
California. That town calls itself Butterfly U.S.A.  
 
In this town, one woman owns some land that the butterflies like to live on. She wants to sell her 
land to people who want to build homes. The city does not want her to sell because the 
butterflies will not have a home.  
 
The city would like to make the land a place just for butterflies. It cannot do this because it 
cannot afford to buy the land.  
 
Millions of butterflies have followed the same paths for thousands of years. They start their trip 
in Mexico and return to the same trees in California. They come to Pacific Grove to stay warm.  
 
The female butterflies need the plants there to lay their eggs. Thousands of butterflies land on the 
local trees.  
 
The monarch butterfly is the Pacific Grove city mascot. Many people come to the city each year 
to see them. The money these people bring is very important for the town. Some people say that 
more butterflies used to come. Not as many come now. Many people think that all of the new 
buildings take the butterfly homes away. If their nests are destroyed, all of the monarch butterfly 
could be killed. 

 

Questions: 

1. Do you think the monarch butterfly should be saved? 
2. What do you think the city should do to compensate the homeowners? 
3. Do you think that humans should try to protect extinct species such as the monarch 

butterfly or the bald eagle? Why or why not? 
4. What is your country doing to protect endangered species? Do you think that they are 

doing enough? 
5. What species do you think should be protected in your region? 

 


