Californians Want to Fight Global Warming

(7/28/2006)

Read the story. Click the "LISTEN" button on the webpage. Try to read along with the narrator
in order to practice your pronunciation. Then answer the discussion questions.

Many people who live in California are very concerned about the earth. They are worried that the
earth is warming too much. They believe that living things on the earth will be affected by the
warming. Most Californian's think that the state should investigate the problem.

A survey was taken in California. The questions that were asked were about global warming.
The results of the survey were very interesting. They showed that most people in California are
very concerned about global warming.

The survey showed that over half of the people who live in California want the state to work on
the global warming. Last year not as many people felt that way. People think the problem is
getting worse.

Another poll showed that many people are not happy with the federal government. They do not
like the way global warming is being handled. Only a few people asked think that the federal
government is doing a good job with this issue.

One man said that Californians are feeling worse, not better. They are more concerned today
than they ever have been about global warming. Many of them want the state of California to
deal with the problem instead of waiting for the federal government to do something.

The people do not want to wait. They want the state to start working on the problem
immediately.

Questions:

Do you Californians are right to be concerned about global warming?

What kind of climate changes are taking place in California?

What natural disasters occur in California that are not linked to global warming?

Do you think that the American government is doing a good job with the handling of
global warming? What else should they do?

5. Do you think that States such as California or regions in other countries should take
matters in their own hands and not wait for the federal government to do things?
What do you think individuals can do to change the risks of climate change?

7. How are things in your country?
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