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paragraph and map.

By the 1730s, there were thirteen English
colonies in what is now the United States. )
Because of differences in geography, people in
these colonies earned their living in many
different ways. The New England colonies had
poor soil and cold winters. However, they did
have good harbors. The middle colonies had soil
that was good for growing grains such as wheat.
The southern colonies had warm weather and
rich soil. These conditions made it possible to
raise crops such as tobacco and cotton, which
were grown on large farms called plantations.
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9. What is the main idea of the paragraph?

(1) There were thirteen English colonies.

(2) Geographic differences caused people
in the colonies to make their living in
different ways.

(3) The three groups of colonies had
different types of soil.

(4) The middle and southern colonies had
good soil, but New England did not.

(5) Cotton and tobacco were important
crops in the southern colonies.

10.

11.

12.

What main idea does the information in the
map show?

(1) England’s North American colonies were
grouped into three categories.

{2) France, England, and Spain all had
colonies in what is now the United
States.

(3) England had thirteen colonies in what is
now the United States.

(4) The Mississippi River was located far to
the west of England’s colonies.

(5) Both the English and the French claimed
the land west of the Appalachian
Mountains.

What information from the map supports the
conclusion that farming in New England was
more difficult than in the other colonies?

(1) The New England colonies had territorial
conflicts.

(2) The southern colonies were the largest.

(3) Farming was more profitable in the
middle and southern colonies.

(4) The New England colonies were the
smallest.

(5) The New England colonies were the
farthest north.

According to the information in the map and
the paragraph, in which colony were people
most likely to make their living by fishing?

(1) New Hampshire
(2) North Carolina
(3) Pennsylvania
(4) Massachusetts
(5)

Virginia

Often, the title of a map and the
information. in its key provide clues about
the map's purpose or main-idea. Labels and
highlighted information on the map also
point to the mainidea.





