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Many believe that teenage unemployment is a serious problem in the United States.
Many teenagers drop out of high school. Many high-school graduates do not go on for
further training or degrees. Although the statistics vary somewhat from region to region,
they give cause for concern. About 15 percent of teenagers who are not in school are
unemployed, and a number of these have children. Many of the young women are not
part of the workforce because they need to work in their own homes cooking, cleaning,
and caring for their young children. Lack of paying jobs can cause financial hardship for
these families. ’

For other teenagers who drop out of school, fast-food restaurants or motel
housekeeping provide short-term employment solutions. But few teenagers look forward
to a lifetime of waiting on or cleaning up after other people. The looming guestion is how
these teenagers will support themselves and others who depend on them financially.
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Etementary School 8 years or less

High School 1-4 years
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High school
graduate

College Some college
(no degree)
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degree
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5. Which information would best support the 7. Which of the following is a likely effect of
conclusion that the teenage dropout rate is teenagers dropping out of high school?

cause for alarm?
more teenage mothers

9y
(1) that provided in the graph - (2) more children in poverty .
(2) that in the first paragraph of the passage (3) higher wages for high schoo! graduates
(3) that about teenage mothers (4) fewer workers for fast-food industries
(4) thatin the passage and graph together -, (5) fewer mote! housekeepers
(5) more about what becomes of teenagers

who drop out of school

8. About 15 percent of alt adults 55 or older
) . ’ enroll in adult education courses. Data for
6. Based on the information, what factor is enrolimeént for adults 17—34 and 35-54 are
most important in determining whether a 43 percent and 40 percent, respectively.
person will get a well-paying job? ,
Which conclusion do the statistics support?
(1) gender
(2) previous work experience
(3) level of education
(4)
(5)

(1) Adults take courses to learn new skills.
2
marital status ) 3
4
(5

) Most adult students are under age 35.
) Young adults earn the most money.

) Adult education is popular in America.
) Older adults are busier than younger
. adults.

a high school diploma

Answers start on paae 772.





