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The original Constitution left it to each state to determine which Americans could
vote. In 1789, when the Constitution took effect, all states limited the right to vote
to white males who owned property. States gradually loosened their restrictions on
voting. However, not all did so at the same rate or in the same way. As a result, people
who could vote in some states could not vote in others. As time passed, Congress took
control of voting through constitutional amendments to extend voting rights and to make
them uniform in every state. These amendments are summarized below.

Although the Constitution now clearly defines who has the right to vote, the states
still retain some power in this area. For example, many states still deny the right to vote
to persons who are mentally ill or who have been convicted of serious crimes. At the
moment, Congress seems content to let these state restrictions continue to exist.

_"The Voting Rights Amendments
- Year |
Amendment Ratified Provisions
Fifteenth Amendment 1870 Prohibited denial of voting rights based on race.
Nineteenth Amendment 1920 Extended voting rights to women.

Twenty-Third Amendment 1961 Allowed Washington, D.C., residents to vote for president.

Twenty-Fourth Amendment 1964 Abolished poll taxes—fees people had to pay in order to vote.

Twenty-Sixth Amendment 1971 Lowered the minimum voting age to 18.

9. Which person would most likely have been
legally prohibited from voting for president?

11. In the 1972 presidential election, which of
the following people was most likely voting

. for the first time?
(1) a 35-year-old white Northern farmer

in 1790 (1) a Virginia black man, age 25

(2) a 40-year-old Southern black man in (2) an Ohio black woman, age 25
1860 (3) an Alabama white woman, age 18

(8) a 30-year-old Southern black woman . (4) a California Hispanic woman, age 21
in 1925 (5) a convicted murderer, age 28

(4) a 21-year-old black resident of .
Washington, D.C., in 1968 12. .Which conclusion about the relative power

of the national and state governments is

(5) a 19-year-old white convicted of a traffic .
supported by the passage and chart?

violation in 1984

(1) The national government controls the
state governments.

(2) The state governments control the
national government.

10. What effect have the Constitutional
amendments shown in the chart most
likely had on voting?

(1) They have given more criminals the right

to vote.

(2) There are now increased restrictions on
voting.

(3) More politically conservative people are
voting.

(4) They have increased the number of
potential voters.

(5) More unqualified people are now
permitted to vote. '

(3) The state governments have become
more powerful.

(4) The national government has become
more powerful.

(5) There has been no change in the
relative power of the national and state
governments.

Answers start on page 768.





