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Democracy will not continue to exist merely because Americans consider it to be the

best system of government. It is made possible only by a strong belief in and strict
practice of the following five principles.

; The;Fwe Pillars.of Democracy - -

The Importance of the Individual Each person’s worth and dignity must be recognized and respected by
all others at all times. At the same time, however, each person’s individual interests must be secondary to
the interests of all the individuals who make up the society.

The Equality of All Persons Each person is entitied to equal opportunity and equal treatment by the
law. The principle does not mean that all people are born with the same abilities or that they have a right
to an equal share of the nation’s wealth.

Majority Rule and Minority Rights Majority rule is the basis of democracy. However, majority rule
without minority rights destroys democracy. The majority must be willing to listen to the minority and
recognize its right by lawful means to become the majority.

The Need for Compromise In a society that emphasizes individualism and equality, few public questions
will have only two points of view. The blending of competing interests through compromise is needed to
find the position most acceptable to the largest number.

Individual Freedom Democraéy cannot exist in an atmosphere of absolute freedom. That would
eventually lead to rule by the strongest members of society. However, in democracy, each person has as
much freedom as possible without interfering with the rights of others,

For Americans, these principles do more than guide a system of government. They

have become part of our way of life. We expect to be able to choose our own way of
doing things in our day-to-day living. However, because personal freedom is taken for
granted, there is a danger of imposing our own ways and values on someorie else. We
must recognize that one person’s choice may not be right for another person. We must
also keep in mind that our rights and freedom are not without limits. Supreme Court
Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes once said, “My right to swing my fist ends where the other
fellow’s nose begins” For democracy to work, each of us must give up some personal

freedom to maintain the freedom of society as a whole.

10. What opinion about freedom is expressed in

11.

the passage?

(1) that it has accompanying responsibilities
2) that it is an important entitlement

) that exercising it is not reaily possible

) that it is leading the nation into danger

)
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5) that it should have no limits
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Which of the following is true of a
democracy?

(1) The majority must always have its way.

(2) People should share equally in the
nation’s resources.

(8) Equality is its most important principle.

(4) HMis built on respect for individual
differences.

(5) It will always exist in the United States.

12. What democratic value was Justice Holmes

expressing when he said that his right to -
swing his fist ended where the other feliow’s
nose began?

(1) that personal freedom is not important in
a democratic society

(2) that in a democracy no person’s rights
can be allowed to interfere with the
rights of others

(3) that all people in a democracy should be
allowed to have an equal opportunity to
succeed :

(4) that fighting and violence are not rights
in a democratic society

(5) that democratic government cannot
succeed in an atmosphere where
differences of opinion exist .
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