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As Greece was entering its Golden Age, a
new power was rising on the Halian peninsula to
the west. In 509 B.C., the Latin people of Rome
overthrew the Etruscan kings who ruled them.
They set up a republic in which the city's
citizens elected representatives to govern them.
However, an aristocracy of certain clans quickly
gained control of the elected offices.

Roman laws were not written down, so it was
easy for elected officials to interpret them in ways
that kept their clans in power. Citizens of Rome
soon demanded change. Around 450 B.C.,
Roman faw was put in writing and became more
democratic. For example, all citizens gained the
right to hold public office. Citizens who owned
property were also required to serve in the
Roman army.

Democracy spread as Rome extended its
power. By 272 B.c., Rome controlled all of italy.
The peninsula’s conquered peoples all became
citizens of the Roman Republic.

Moving beyond Italy, Rome invaded and
defeated the powerful city of Carthage in 202 B.C.
and gained control of North Africa. Next, Roman
armies moved west into Spain. They aiso
marched east, conquering Greece and its
colonies in present-day Turkey. By 133 8.C.,
Rome’s supremacy in the Mediterranean was
complete.

The Romans did not grant citizenship or
democratic government to peoples outside Italy.
Instead, the conquered peoples were ruled
by an official appointed by Rome and backed by
a Roman army of occupation. These subject
peoples were forced to pay high taxes to their
Roman masters. Some, like the citizens of
Carthage, were even enslaved by the Romans.

7. What implication does the passage make
about Carthage?

(1} 1t was located in North Africa.

(2) It was defeated by Rome’s armies.

(3) It was more democratic than Rome.

(4) s conquest gave Rome supremacy in
the Mediterranean region.

(5) Its citizens became citizens of Rome.

Government of the Roman Republic

Senate
Citizens elected upper-class Romans to a
300-member Senate, which passed laws, set
foreign policy, and controlled government funds.
Popular Assemblies
Assemblies of citizens voted on laws and elected
officials called tribunes. Tribunes could block acts
of the Senate that were not in the public interest.
Consuls
Two elected consuls ran the government. Each
consul had the power to veto (the Latin word
meaning *| forbid”) the actions of the other.
Praetors
These elected officials oversaw the legal system
and interpreted questions about the law.
Censors
These officials registered citizens according to
their wealth, selected candidates for the Senate,
and oversaw the moral conduct of all Romans.

8. Which officials of the United States
government are most like the Roman
praetors?

(1) the President, who can veto acts of
Congress

(2) the senators and Congressional
representatives, who pass the nation’s
laws

(3) the members of the state legislatures,
who pass the laws for each state

(4) the justices of the Supreme Court,
who determine if laws agree with the
Constitution

(5) the governors, who head the 50 states

9. What does the information suggest that the
ancient Romans valued most?

(1) wealth and trade

(2) political and military power

(3) freedom and equality for all peoples
{4) equal rights for women

(5) Greek art and cutture





