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Hall (inset) is currently — . —
driving a Dodge in ALMS

Living the American Dream

Chris Hall has taken a long journey from Brands FF1600 to the ALMS

———

- How Hall helped

" by Matt James Fernandez when he wasracingin Newman on hislastattemptat

racing editor the UKand hehadaride inIndy the Daytona 24 Hours in 2005. The
g Lights,soIwenttowatchhimina 80-year-old wanted one final l amun '0 'h e |0 p
race.Iwas intrigued by the outingand Hall wasthe manon Theboss of Jamun Racing
nyone who went to AmericansceneandIhad that thepitwall. Hallremembers: “It | Services, Tony Mundy, isinno
BrandsHatchinthe | thoughtinthebackof mymind.I wasaprivilege to deal with doubtabouttheimportance
1980s would have justneeded achange. Jamun had someonelike that. We did some of therole Chris Hall played
seen ChrisHall. beenmylifeandIjustneededa private testingandIgot to know indeveloping whatisnowa
He wasamainstay change of notjustscenery but him face-to-face: whata multiple British Formula
of the Champion of Brands racingtoo.” charming man. Everythingthat’s Ford title winningteam.
Formula Ford 1600 Hall went to the USA withno Hall in Brands FFord action written abouthim istrue. He was “Without Chris, we
Championship. He was the money, nodrive and very little alovely, humble guy.” wouldn’tbe where we are

leading Jamun driver, afixtureat
thefrontand conquered the
contestin1991. And then he
disappeared from the UK scene.

Butnow heiseyeingglory inthe
GT2division of the AmericanLe
Mans Seriesand adrive inthe Le
Mans24HoursinanLMP2carisa
very real possibility.

Hall was 37 when he won the
Champion of Brandstitle. He’d
taken on the best Formula Ford
driversaround, peoplelike
Johnny Herbertand EddieIrvine,
and shown them the way around
Brands Hatch. Buthe wanted a
change and took thedramatic
decisiontoupsticksandfleeto
the USA.

“IThad been chasingthe .
Championof Brandstitlefor [
anumber of yearsand
desperately wanted towinit,”
heexplains. “Iwonitin
1991 and that gotmy
thoughts going. I
had done whatI
hadsetoutto
do,andIwas
lookingfora
new
challenge.
Thad
become
friends
with
Adrian

Hall ran
Newman (1)
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prospects. Hepitched up at Road
Atlanta, gotajobattheracing
school (ashe had done at Brands
Hatch inthe 1980s) and tried to
build up hisreputation. It was
through the school thathe got his
chancetoreturntothetracks.
“Iwasrunningaschool kid who
was 18andIgot talkingtohis
father, whoranabigmedical
company in Atlanta. Hewasa
good ol’ boy. He asked me what I
wanted todoracing-wiseand I
said NASCAR. Heasked me what
IneededandIthrewoutafigure.l
was dueback in England fora
visit, buthetold methat whenI
gotback there would bean
instalment cheque inthe
mail. WhenIgotback, it
was there. IboughtaLate
Model stock car, went
testingevery week and he
was payingmetorun
the carand paying
metodrivethecar.”
Hall progressed
throughthe
regional short-
track ovals in 1996
and’97tothe
NASCAR Goody’s
Dash Seriesin
1998, afeeder
formula intostock
cars.
Andhewas
makingtheright
impression,
runningthirdon

hisdebutat Daytona and mixing
itwith thefrontrunners. “Beinga
Brit, the other driverslook at you
and think ‘where the hell are you
from, boy?’ Inever gotahard time
ontrack, butIhad particular
bother with one guy and my crew
chief, over theradio,said ‘OK
Christakehimout’,” remembers
the Londoner. “Iwaited for my
opportunity andItook himout.
ButIalsotook outeightothercars
and there were a few other drivers
whotried climbing inmy window
netaftertheracetosortmeout.It
made TV because there were cars
all over theplace.”

Hall wasridingthe crestof a
wave but hismain sponsor was
bought out by anotherfirmatthe
end of 1998 and he was onceagain
withoutadrive. Being
desperatetorace, hejumpedinto
afearsome Sprint Carto
compete in America’siconic
category.

“They are the wildestrace carsI
have ever driven,” explains the
54-year-old. “Weraced on
pavement and the loose stuff, and
Igotonbest on pavement which
you probably would expect. I
thinkIamthe only Brit to have
raced init,and certainly the only
onetohave wonarace. Allthey
areisanenginestand witha
wheel on each corner and about
800bhp. They weigh 10001bs at the
most. ItiswhatIcall instant

acceleration because they don’t
actually have aflywheel assuch.
They only have the one gear and it
islocked in,so youhavetobe
bump started.

“When you hit the throttle,
thosethingsjumpupintheair
likenobody’s business. They are
incredible. They areagricultural,
they areraw, but my God do those
things keep your attention.Itisa
hugeseriesover here.

“After a while, Itried tofigure
out what my real area of
expertise wasandIfigured it was
roadracing.Thadachancetorun
inthe 1999 Petit Le Mans at Road
AtlantainaPorsche911 GT3RSR.
It whetted my appetiteand I
realised that’s whatI1loved most.”

Hall formed asmall team at
Road Atlanta, ran customer cars
and eventually graduated to
Grand Am with apayingdriver. “I
still wanted to drive but I wanted
some stability toosoIgot into
runningcars and created alittle
team,” hesays. “Werana
Corvette C5thatIdroveinthe
Grand Am Cup in 2003 and it went
fromthere. The following year we
ranaDaytonaPrototype.Iwas
notonly team manager butl was
driver, coach, crew chief and the
truck driver.I1did the whole thing.
Wedid pretty well, too.”

Through contacts with the
Crawford firm, Hall’s team was
chosen torun filmlegend Paul

Thisseason, Hall isracing
alongside Joel Feinbergina
Dodge Viper inthe ALMS and the
Primetime Race Group, which
runsthe car, isambitious. Le
Mansisdefinitely on theradar. It
would be the pinnacle of Hall’s
career and thefulfilmentof a
dream for aman who hasbeen
racing for more than 30 years. “I
sitdown and think times are hard
butIthink abouthow lucky Iam
thatIcanstillrace competitively
andIamstill getting paid at my
age.lammakingalivingatit.I
amnot gettingrich atit,butITam
enjoyingit. Tobehonest,Ican’t
seemyself stopping. The only
reasonIwill stop isif ITamnotfast
any more, if Irealise thatTamnot
asquickasIshouldbe.

“Obviously, I think that if Thad
gotthe samebreaksas Eddie
Irvine or Johnny Herbert, Ithink
Iwould have been abletoachieve
whatthey did. ButIdon’thavea
jealousy thing,Idon’t think of it
that way. Ijust think wow, and I
thinkIcould have made it with
therightbreaksandhadIbeena
little younger.

“Ihave gottorace in the Sebring
12hoursand I have done two
Daytona 24 Hours and Petit Le
Mans, and Le Mans would belike
the highlight of my career. That’s
the goal of theteam and Joel’'sa
very determined young guy and I
hopeIamstillonboard when it
doeshappen.”

today,” says Mundy. “He was
theperfectdriverforusatthe
perfecttime.”

Hall was, in effect,aJamun
works driver for almosta
decade inthe 1980s and early
1990s.

Although it wasasmall
outfitcompared to the might
of Swift, Van Diemen and
Reynard, it was a competitive
proposition atitshometrack
of Brands Hatch and Hall
remained loyal to the marque.
“Chrishad swappeda
motorbike for an old Jamun
T2,” explains Mundy. “And he
turned up onmy doorstep one
day withno cluehow torun it
and he asked for my help. We
hititoff immediately.

“Chrisnever complained,
eventhougha VanDiemen
might have beenfaster and he
always gave us his best.

“Itisashameheneverreally
gottherecognition onawider
scalein Britain, because he
deserved it. We werelucky to
have him. Ithink e
hefinished ol
seventh atthe
Formula Ford
Festival seven
timesforus.
Thatwasagreat
achievement.”




