Meeting Minutes – Thursday, May 3, 2012
7:00pm – Doti called the meeting to order.  

She introduced herself as the stand-in for the stand-in.  

Pledge of allegiance was said.  

No new members.

Doti introduced Keisha Cutler from “Healthy Portsmouth.” Keisha thanked us for a tremendous event in April, the Get Off Your Hide and Ride Bike Rodeo and Chili Cookoff event that kicked off the walking paths in Port Norfolk.  She asked for feedback from the community about the walking paths and improvements made to neighborhood streets and sidewalks.  She left flyers with the info for us.

Special Guest speaker Fire Chief Don Horton and Anna Silva, PIO came by to educate the Port Norfolk community about our fire dept.

When he first arrived here in Portsmouth, Vacancy fires were a huge problem:

26 his first year

8-10 is average

2011 = 0 fire deaths!

12% reduction in overall fires

Portsmouth has 8 fire houses and 242 employees who work 3 shifts, 24 hours/day

EMS is part of fire dept., too.

2 out of 3 calls are for EMS dispatch.

Customer Service Program:  Home Safety Surveys – free to the public.  Member of fire dept. will come to your home and inspect for safety issues that could lead to fires.  They will give you a free smoke detector and a battery!

Programs this year:

· Citizens Academy

· Reading Program

· Child Safety

· Youth Fire Academy

· EMS Week

Jeff Myer, in charge of EMS division spoke about the focus of this year’s EMS Week – focus on cardiovascular issues.  13,000 EMS calls/year.

May 24th at NTelos they are offering a free seminar to learn CPR.

Chief Horton challenged Civic League to hold a meeting at one of their fire houses and get out on one of the fire trucks.  Learn what they do for us.
Officer Kelly Funkhouser spoke about the crime in PN:  8 arrests/indictments were made (for narcotics) and another drug dealer is off the streets, thanks to the SWAT team and Portsmouth Police.  

Crime is down 51%!

She offered her workforce to help create the baseball field at Fountain Park.  The City does not maintain the park and will not help. Kelly said if we can get the dirt, she can supply the help to spread it.

Treasurer:  $2785.15 of that 348.80 for parks
Welcoming:  Porch Crawl – raised $900 vs. $200 last year!  Attendance more than doubled to 78, and everyone had a great time!

$237 was donated to the three selected beneficiaries of the event: Parks, the Civic League and Portsmouth Humane Society!  $10 in new memberships and $19 donations were also accrued.

Environmental: Will Sanders offered thanks to those who helped cleanup our neighborhood on Saturday, April 28th.  They collected at least 40 bags of trash.  He mentioned that spring is here and that yard maintenance needs to be done, or the city will cite you and charge you to do it.

Will asked the City for additional speed limit signs, 4-way stops at intersections, speed humps, striping or lighting … city will not do anything.

Homes Tour:  2012 Christmas Homes Tour is set for December 2nd.  Three homes so far.  Tami Lifsey is requesting 6 total and so looking for volunteers.

Recreation:  Heather invited everyone to attend the July field day picnic on July 7th.  She also mentioned the neighborhood yard sale, June 9th.  It was suggested to her that 790am and Cox 48 offer free advertising, so she is going to pursue those for the yard sale.
Membership:  89 members!

Neighborhood Watch:  7pm walks on Friday nights and every other Sunday at 2pm – meet at Fountain Park every time so everyone knows where to go.  
Civic League Meeting Signs – Amy ordered signs to post as meeting reminders.  She asked for input about where they should go.

8:23pm – meeting adjourned.

