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	ESL-COURSE PROSPESTUS/SYLLABUS

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM

SOJOURNER-DOUGLASS COLLEGE

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND


Course Number: ____
       
HEGIS CODE: ESL-IL3


Credit HRS: 3?
Course Title:  English as a Second Language –Intermediate Level (ESL-IL3)
Prerequisite: Students must be designated as ESL and complete a proficiency exam to be placed into this high-intermediate-low high course level.
Catalog Description:

A continuation of ESL-BL2, this course focuses on refining reading, writing and critical thinking skills of ESL students who are above the intermediate level of developmental work. Upon completion of the course, students will be able to draft and revise coherent, well-developed and well-organized short essay and research assignments using the writing process for class assignments.
Course Description:
ESL BW 3 is the third of a three-semester course sequence for Second Language Learners of English. (ESL-BL1 is the first course of the sequence; ESL-BL2 is the second course.) This class is portfolio-based and students are given reading and writing assignments of various genres and lengths. The course is designed to help students extend and refine the fluency, focus, analytical skills needed to be successful college writers. 
English Language Development Standards 

English language learners communicate for Social, intercultural, and instructional purposes within the school setting

English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of Language Arts

English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of Mathematics

English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of Science
English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of Social Studies 

 (TESOL Pre-K–12 English Language Proficiency Standards)
Course Goals: 

As appropriate to their level of English proficiency students will:

Employ English to interpret, apply, transmit, and receive information for content area learning and personal use to collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts.

Grades 9

Interpret and produce English for self-expression, artistic creation, and participation in popular culture by listening to, reading, and responding to oral, written, and electronically produced texts and performances that relate to their own lives, other works, and the diverse social, historical, and cultural dimensions that the texts and performances represent.

Grades 9

Express in English their opinions and judgments on experiences, messages, ideas, information, and issues from a variety of perspectives presented by others using a variety of established criteria.

Commencement Grades 9

Construct English to interact with others in social and classroom situations to communicate effectively with regard to audience, purpose, and setting.

Demonstrate cross-cultural knowledge and sensitivity in communicating with others of varied social, cultural, and linguistic backgrounds by developing  and using culturally appropriate behaviors, and a knowledge

of local and U.S. cultures and practices.
(Based on English as a Second Language Commencement Grades 9-12 Learning Standards and Performance Indicators, NYSED.gov)
Course Objectives: 
Tasks and objectives are similar in all three parts of the ESL course sequence. Reading material, however, is aimed at a lower level in ESL BL1. In ESL BL 2, full-length texts are more challenging in vocabulary, syntax and grammar, and complexity of concepts and information. In ESL IL3 students focus on authentic non-fiction and content reading and 
descriptive, persuasive, expository, and narrative writing.
At the end of the course, students will be expected to:
1. Read and respond to authentic fiction and non-fiction texts of various lengths in order to: 
     · Answer questions based on the readings in a precise, focused manner;
     · Paraphrase, summarize, and analyze the text;
  
2. Write paragraphs and essays of different lengths that are fluent, precise, well-developed and well-organized; 
3. Support ideas with explanations and examples that are referenced in the text; 
4. Edit and revise written work with a high degree of accuracy considering suggestions from peers, assistance from teachers, and self-developed ideas. 
5. Investigate course topics on the Internet and incorporate the research material into their writings. 
Course Format:

The course is implemented using a whole-language with emphasis on authentic situations for learning and developing fluency. All four communication skills are addressed: reading, writing, speaking, and listening. The course is student-centered rather than teacher-directed. Students assume the responsibility to collaborate in a small-group setting while the teacher’s role is to facilitate the learning environment. 
Course Requirements:

HOME ASSIGNMENTS:

Students react to texts by copying, responding, paraphrasing, summarizing, analyzing, comparing, etc. in journal formats. (Journals are discussed in class with peers and concerns with comprehension and vocabulary are clarified.) Content for home assignments focuses on cultural experiences in the United States and other countries.

CLASS ACTIVITIES:

Students write and read their products, including journals, to peers who may offer suggestions for revisions. Written assignments follow the writing process as indicated by the English Department at Sojourner Douglass College. Students listen, speak, read and write to address and react to different purposes and genres. Editing for correctness/mechanics should be among the final steps in the writing process.

Home assignments and class activities are 50% of the student’s grade.
STUDENT EVALUATION: 

Using the content-based whole-language approach, students read and write for various purposes and genres. Students read at least one full-length work, an article, essay, poem, or novelette from the Internet, news magazine, or other source. Students keep both reading and writing journals. Students' written work includes an autobiographical or theme-based document. Students are required to read approximately 15 to 25 pages per week and to write approximately 100 to 125 words per week.
(Based on Foundations for College-Level Reading & Writing for English as a Second Language Students, Part 1, Kingsborough Community College, The City University of New York)
The student journals account for 25% of the student’s grade.

FINAL EXAMINATION:

Students will complete an oral and written final examination consisting of an original work in English of at least 50 words.
The final examination is 25% of the student’s grade.

Student Evaluation and Assessment:

In-class and Home Reading, Oral and Written Assignments

50%

Journal Assignment
s






25%

Final Examination







25%

Total









100%
Syllabus - Lesson 19
Theme – Describing People and Their Actions 

Reading Selections: “Level 1” (http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/)
Text ESL Pathways III – Lessons 1 and 2 (Early American History Timeline I and II)
· The revised language items will include: relative pronouns, action verbs
· Revision of clothing vocabulary and colors, shapes and patterns

The new language items introduced will include:

· The use of present continuous to describe what is happening at the moment
· The use of -ed and -ing adjectives
· Expansion of lexical set 'describing people'
· Expressions including: He's the man who…

Syllabus - Lesson 20
Theme – We are Currently Working on…
Reading Selections: “Level 1” (http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/)

Text ESL Pathways III – Lessons 15 and 16 (Elementary Education – General Trends and Problems)
The revised language items will include: asking for information, talking about work and responsibilities
· Revision of basic office and work related vocabulary

The new language items introduced will include:

· The use of present continuous to describe what is happening around the present moment in time
· The use of pronouns
· Expansion of lexical set 'colleagues, customers and partners'
· Expressions including: phrasal verbs

Syllabus - Lesson 21
Theme – Planning the Future
Reading Selections: “Level 2” (http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/)
Text ESL Pathways III – Lessons 21 and 22 (Growing up – Peer Pressure and Role Models)
· The revised language items will include: the auxiliary verb 'to be', prepositions of place and movement
· Revision of special occasion and holiday vocabulary, vocabulary used when travelling

The new language items introduced will include:

· The use of the future with 'going to' for future plans and intentions
· The use of 'shall we', 'let's' and 'why don't we' to make suggestions
· Expansion of lexical set 'travelling and holidays'
· Expressions including: common expressions used when travelling by air and rail

Syllabus - Lesson 22
Theme – Thinking About and Predicting the Future

Reading Selections: “Level 2” (http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/)

Text ESL Pathways III – Lessons 29 and 37 (Predicting the Future and Computers)
The revised language items will include: language of prediction - 'I think…', 'I hope…', third person singular to make predictions about the weather
· Revision of basic weather vocabulary

The new language items introduced will include: 
· The use of the future with 'will' for future predictions
· The use of noun and adjective suffixes
· Expansion of lexical set 'the weather'
· Expressions including: What's the weather like?, phrases used when expressing an opinion
Syllabus - Lesson 23
Theme – Getting Information
Reading Selections: “Level 3” (http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/)

Text ESL Pathways III – Lessons 41, 42, and 45 (Effects of Television, Family Television, and Occupational Hazards)
· The revised language items will include: question forms in a variety of tenses, the importance of the auxiliary verb, making requests
· Revision of 'wh-' question words, difference between structure of affirmative, negative and interrogative forms
The new language items introduced will include:

· The use of subject and object questions
· The use of adverbs
· Expansion of lexical set 'adjectives and adverbs' - word forms
· Expressions including: question forms - 'How long, tall, far etc.', 'What kind, sort, type of…',

Syllabus - Lesson 24
Theme – Written Communication 

Reading Selections: “Level 3” (http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/)

Text ESL Pathways III – Lessons 11 and 12 (Controversial Issues and newspapers)
The revised language items will include: basic salutations difference between formal and informal English
· Revision of contracted and non-contracted forms, informal speech and formal written expression

The new language items introduced will include:

· The use of written English communication
· The use of proper register
· Expansion of lexical set 'formal letters'
· Expressions including: standard language formulas used in formal written communication

Syllabus - Lesson 25
Theme – Experiences
Reading Selections: “Level 4” (http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/)

Text ESL Pathways III – Lessons 40 and 43 (The Great Depression and Westward Expansion)
The revised language items will include: simple past to express specified past actions
· Revision of travel and job responsibilities vocabulary
The new language items introduced will include:

· The use of present perfect to express life experiences
· The use of ever and never
· Expansion of lexical set 'regular and irregular verb particles'
· Expressions including: difference between 'been' and 'gone', answering standard questions on a form

Syllabus - Lesson 26  
Theme - Wrapping It All Up
Reading Selections: “Level 4” (http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/)
Text ESL Pathways III – Lessons 47 and 48 (Arguments in Favor of and Against Zoos)

· The revised language items will include: informal language used when speaking between friends and colleagues
· Revision of expressing likes and dislikes, use of like -ing, would like infinitive

The new language items introduced will include:

· The use of various verb patterns
· The use of say and tell in reported speech
· Expansion of lexical set 'phrasal verbs'
· Expressions including: phrases used for speaking on the telephone
Syllabus - Lesson 27 Check Module III
The revised language items will include: descriptive language for people and places, relative pronouns, making and asking for suggestions, English for travelling, formal and informal written English, making predictions, talking about future plans, talking about current projects, asking for and giving information, expressing likes and dislikes, use of register
· Revision of grammar: present continuous, future with going to, future with will, present perfect for unspecified past or life experiences, adverbs, modals 'can, could, may, have to and should'
· Revision of vocabulary: formal and informal language formulas for written English, descriptive adjectives and adverbs, clothing, food and drink, phrasal verbs, responsibilities, English for travel, weather
 (Grammar sequence published by Kenneth Beare, Dialogue Consulting, LLC, about.com)
Textbooks: 

ESL Pathways – Book 3 - Frontiers contains 48 lessons for advanced-level adult ESL students who want to sharpen their reading and vocabulary skills. Each lesson is 2 pages and includes a long reading passage with extensive discussion and comprehension questions, as well as several review activities. These lessons are suitable for adult students who wish to attain English fluency, as the lessons include material and phrasings often seen in newspapers and more formal English settings. 
(READING SELECTIONS – LONG WORKS)

Instructors choose from the list of recommended texts: (Additional / more current options to be added. Each lesion will also indicate reading selections) 
Barrie, James E. The Project Gutenberg EBook, Peter Pan and Wendy, Updated 2012.

Carroll, Lewis. The Project Gutenberg EBook, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, Updated 2014.

Cisneros, Sandra. The House on Mango Street. Random House, 1991. 
Chopin, Kate. The Project Gutenberg EBook, Beyond the Bayou, Release Date 2006.
Dickens, Charles. The Project Gutenberg EBook, A Christmas Carol: A Ghost Story of Christmas, Updated 2013.
Douglass, Frederick. The Project Gutenberg EBook, Life of Frederick Douglass, 1845, Release Date: 2006.
DuBois, William Edward, Burghardt “W.E.B.” The Project Gutenberg EBook, The Suppression of the African Slave Trade to the United States of America: 1638-1870, Release Date 2006.
Hartman, George. The Project Gutenberg EBook, Tales of Atlan, 

MacGowan-Gilhooly, Adele. Achieving Clarity in English. Kendell-Hunt, 2001.
Keller, Helen. The Project Gutenberg EBook, The Story of My Life, 1901, Release Date: 2000.
Moody, Anne. Coming of Age in Mississippi. Dell, 1976.
Northrop, Solomon. The Project Gutenberg EBook, Twelve Years a Slave, 1853, Release Date, 2014.
Poe, Edgar Allen. The Project Gutenberg EBook, The Works of Edgar Allen Poe, Five Volumes of The Raven Edition, Released Date 2009.
Sojourner Douglass College. Purpose, Mission Statement, Philosophy in Action, Goals and Objectives. http://www.sdc.edu/about/mission/.
Tan, Amy. The Joy Luck Club. Ballantine Books, 1989.

Whitman, Walt. The Project Gutenberg EBook, Leaves of Grass, Updated 2012.
Teacher Resource Materials:
About Education/ESL Categories: http://esl.about.com/cs/onlinecourses/a/a_ecourses.htm
Culture Watch Book & Video. Prentice Hall: Englewood Cliffs, NJ. ISBN 0135039886.
Endy, Maxine (ESL CN Faculty Member). A Living Resource Integrating the Internet in the 
College Now ESL Curriculum. January 2001. 
Newsweek Website: newsweekeducation.com
New York Times Website: nytimes.com/learning. 
Other Requirements:

1.  Students must be present to receive credit for in-class assignments.

2.  All assignments completed in English are to be word processed according to guidelines established by Sojourner Douglass College.
Prepared by:
Dr. Judith Smith, Mark Hughes
Titles:

Co-Chair and Instructor, Department of Humanities

Date:          
August 2014
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