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	COURSE PROSPESTUS/SYLLABUS

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM

SOJOURNER-DOUGLASS COLLEGE

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND


Course Number: ____
       
HEGIS CODE: ESL-BL1


Credit HRS: 3?
Course Title:  English as a Second Language – Beginner Level (ESL-BL1)
Prerequisite: Entry into the regular College Program (?)


Catalog Description:

This course provides a foundation for college-level reading and writing for Students in need of English as a Second Language.  It provides a study of the essentials of English grammar,

simple conversation, and reading of English.

Course Description:
ESL BL 1 is the first of a three-semester course sequence for students of English as a Second Language. (ESL-BL 2 is the second course of the sequence; ESL-IL3 is the third). This class is a portfolio-based course in which students are assigned academic reading and writing assignments of various genres and lengths. The course is designed to help students develop the fluency, focus, analytical and organizational skills needed to become successful college writers.

English Language Development Standards 

English language learners communicate for Social, intercultural, and instructional purposes within the school setting

English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of Language Arts

English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of Mathematics

English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of Science
English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of Social Studies 

 TESOL Pre-K–12 English Language Proficiency Standards

Course Goals:

As appropriate to their level of English proficiency students will:

Employ English to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information for content area learning and personal use to collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts.

Grades 9

Interpret and produce English for self-expression, artistic creation, and participation in popular culture by listening to, reading, and responding to oral, written, and electronically produced texts and performances that relate to their own lives, other works, and the diverse social, historical, and cultural dimensions that the texts and performances represent.

Grades 9

Express in English their opinions and judgments on experiences, messages, ideas, information, and issues from a variety of perspectives presented by others using a variety of established criteria.

Commencement Grades 9

Construct English to interact with others in social and classroom situations to communicate effectively with regard to audience, purpose, and setting.

Demonstrate cross-cultural knowledge and sensitivity in communicating with others of varied social,

cultural, and linguistic backgrounds by developing  and using culturally appropriate behaviors, and a knowledge

of local and U.S. cultures and practices.

(Based on English as a Second Language Commencement Grades 9-12 Learning Standards and Performance Indicators, NYSED.gov)
Course Objectives:

Tasks and objectives are similar in all three parts of the ESL course sequence. Reading material, however, is aimed at a lower level in ESL BL-1. In ESL BL-1 students interact with short texts that meet and slightly exceed students’ independent reading levels in vocabulary, syntax and grammar, and complexity of concepts and information to allow for academic growth and development.  

At the end of the course, the students will be expected to:

1. Read and respond to short texts of fiction and non-fiction in order to: 
     · Answer questions based on the readings in a precise, focused manner;
     · Paraphrase, summarize, and analyze the text;
  
2. Write paragraphs of different lengths that are aimed to be fluent, precise, well-developed and well-organized; 
3. Support ideas with explanations and examples that are referenced in the text; 
4. Edit and revise written work with a fair degree of accuracy considering suggestions from peers, assistance from teachers, and self-developed ideas. 
5. Investigate course topics on the Internet and incorporate the research material into their writings. 
Course Format:

The course is implemented using a whole-language with emphasis on authentic situations for learning and developing fluency. All four communication skills are addressed: reading, writing, speaking, and listening. The course is student-centered rather than teacher-directed. Students assume the responsibility to collaborate in a small-group setting while the teacher’s role is to facilitate the learning environment. 
Course Requirements:

HOME ASSIGNMENTS:

Students respond to readings in a variety of ways including copying text, reacting/responding, paraphrasing, summarizing, analyzing, explaining, comparing/contrasting, etc. in double entry and other journal formats. Journals are discussed, (often in groups) and problems with comprehension and vocabulary are addressed in these groups. ESL BL-2 and ESL IL-3 continue to incorporate conversations, discussions, and readings that focus on cultural experiences in the United States and other countries.

CLASS ACTIVITIES:

Students write and read their products, including journals, to peers who may offer suggestions for revisions. Written assignments follow the writing process as indicated by the English Department at Sojourner Douglass College. Students listen, speak, read and write to address and react to different purposes and genres. Editing for correctness/mechanics should be among the final steps in the writing process.

Home assignments and class activities are 50% of the student’s grade.
STUDENT EVALUATION: 

Using the content-based whole-language approach, students read and write for various purposes and genres. Students read at least one full-length work, a poem or novelette,  article or essay from the Internet, news magazine, or other source. Students keep both reading and writing journals. Students' written work includes an autobiographical or theme-based document. Students are required to read approximately 5 to 10 pages per week and to write approximately 50-60 words per week.
The student journals account for 25% of the student’s grade.

(Based on Foundations for College-Level Reading & Writing for English as a Second Language Students, Part 1, Kingsborough Community College, The City University of New York)
FINAL EXAMINATION:

Students will complete an oral and written final examination consisting of an original work in English of at least 50 words.
The final examination is 25% of the student’s grade.

Student Evaluation and Assessment:

In-class and Home Reading, Oral and Written Assignments

50%

Journal Assignment
s






25%

Final Examination







25%

Total









100%
Syllabus - Lesson 1
Theme – Introductions

Reading Selection: “Two Sisters and the Cat” (www.ESLhome.org)
Text ESL Pathways I – Lessons 1 and 2 (Meeting People and Families)
· The revised language items will include: The verb 'to be'
· Revision of possessive adjectives: my, your, her, his
· Basic greetings


The new language items introduced will include:

· The use of names of countries
· Expansion of lexical set: basic greetings
· Expressions including: Countries and nationalities

Syllabus - Lesson 2
Theme - The World Around Me
Text ESL Pathways I – Lessons 3 and 4 (Jobs and Food and Beverage)
Reading Selection: “Nasreddin and the Pot” (www.ESLhome.org)
· The revised language items will include: spelling skills
· Revision of letters of the alphabet

The new language items introduced will include:

· The use of questions and negatives with the verb 'to be'
· The use of determiners: this, that, those and these
· The use of 'a' and 'an'
· Expansion of lexical set 'everyday objects' - singular and plural
· Expressions including: basic opposite adjectives

Syllabus - Lesson 3
Theme - My Friends and I 

Reading Selection: “Nasreddin”s Visitors” (www.ESLhome.org)
Text ESL Pathways I – Lessons 5 and 6 (Where do you Live? and Colors)
· The revised language items will include: singular and plural nouns, numbers 1 - 100, phone numbers, the use of the verb 'to be' for giving personal information

The new language items introduced will include:

· Giving personal information: name, marital status, phone number, address, age
· Asking for and telling the time, prepositions used for telling the time 'at', 'past', 'to'
· Expansion of lexical set 'jobs'

Syllabus - Lesson 4 
Theme - A Day in the Life of…
Text ESL Pathways I – Lessons 7 and 8 (School and How was your day today?)

Reading Selection: “Culture Shock” (www.ESLhome.org)
· The revised language items will include: Times of the day, the 12 hour clock - a.m. and p.m.
· Revision of basic verbs used to describe daily routines

The new language items introduced will include:

· The use of the present simple (1)
· The use of the first, second and third person singular in the present simple
· Expansion of lexical set 'daily routines'
· Expressions including: verbs and nouns that go together, prepositions used for times of the day - in the morning, afternoon, evening / at night

Syllabus - Lesson 5
Theme - The Workplace
Reading Selection: “The Carpet Fitter” (www.ESLhome.org)

Text ESL Pathways I – Lessons 9 and 10 (Is Freddy there? Weekly Schedules)
· The revised language items will include: continuation of the present simple (2)
· Revision of basic verbs used to describe work tasks

The new language items introduced will include:

· The use of negative and question forms in the present simple
· The use of the first, second and third person plural in the present simple
· The use of adverbs of frequency
· Prepositions of place and movement: 'to', 'in', 'at'
· Expansion of lexical set 'daily work routines'
· Expressions including: Asking for help and asking someone to repeat

Syllabus - Lesson 6
Theme - Talking about Work
Reading Selection: “Nasreddin and the Smell of Soup” (www.ESLhome.org) 
Text ESL Pathways I – Lessons 11 and 12 (How was your weekend? And Summer Vacation)
· The revised language items will include: Greetings and informal discussion about your work tasks
· Revision of seasons, months and days of the week

The new language items introduced will include:

· Expansion of lexical set 'means of communication'
· Expressions including: terms used for talking about the relationships between people in an office

Syllabus Lesson 7
Theme - The Ideal Office 
Reading Selection: “Nasreddin, the Ferry Man” (www.ESLhome.org)

Text ESL Pathways I – Lessons 17 and 21 (Last Week and The Post Office and the Bank)
The revised language items will include:

· Revision of lexical set 'things in the office'
· Revision of daily work tasks

The new language items introduced will include:

· The use of 'there is' and 'there are' for descriptive purposes and in the interrogative form
· The use of 'some' and 'any' in the positive, negative and interrogative form
· Expansion of lexical set 'furniture' to include items commonly found in an office
· Expressions including: prepositions of place including: on, in, near, next to, in front of, and between

Syllabus - Lesson 8
Theme - The Interview
Reading Selection: “The American Pepper” (www.ESLhome.org)

Text ESL Pathways I – Lessons 15 and 16 (What time do you wake up? Hobbies and Interests, and Staying Healthy)
· The revised language items will include: verbs expressing skills and abilities
· Revision of expressions used for asking and giving personal information

The new language items introduced will include:

· The use of 'can' to express ability
· The use of 'have got'
· Expansion of lexical set 'skills and abilities'
· Expressions including: verb - noun collocations (words that go together)

Syllabus - Lesson 9 - Check Module I
· The revised language items will include: 'introductions' 'numbers and letters', 'skills and abilities', 'telling the time', 'describing your daily work routine', 'numbers and letters'
· Grammar Revised: The use of the verb 'to be' in the present simple, possessive adjectives, the use of the present simple, the use of basic prepositions of movement and place, the use of 'some' and 'any', the use of 'there is' and 'there are', the use of 'can' to express abilities, the use of determiners
· Vocabulary Revised: countries and nationalities, telling the time, work routines, objects in an office, months, seasons and days of the week, asking for help and repeating, relationships at work

(Grammar sequence published by Kenneth Beare, Dialogue Consulting, LLC, about.com)

Textbooks: 

ESL Pathways - Book 1 Foundations Book 1 - Foundations includes 24 lessons for beginner-level adult ESL students. Each lesson is 4 pages and includes a reading passage, review questions, discussion questions, and several activities and exercises to reinforce the material. Lessons focus on everyday activities such as running into friends, shopping, eating at restaurants, going to the bank, travelling, and more. 

(READING SELECTIONS – LONG WORKS)
Instructors choose from the list of recommended texts: (Additional / more current options to be added. Each lesion will also indicate reading selections) 
Bradford, Sarah H. The Project Gutenberg EBook, Harriet, The Moses of Her People, Release Date 2006.

Cox. Irvin. The Project Gutenberg EBook, Adolescents Only: Imagination: Stories of Science and Fantasy, 1953, Release Date 2010.
Corbett, John M. The Project Gutenberg EBook, Aztec Ruins National Monument--New Mexico, Release Date 2014.
Douglass, Frederick. The Project Gutenberg EBook, Speech of a Runaway Slave from Baltimore at an Abolition Meeting in New York, 1847. Release Date 2011.
DuBois, William Edward, Burghardt “W.E.B.” The Project Gutenberg EBook, The Souls of Black Folk, Release Date 2009.
Evans, Bob and Dulabone, Chris. The Project Gutenberg EBook, Abducted to Oz, Release Date 2003.

Henley, Elizabeth. Focus on American Culture (book and video). Prentice Hall Regents, 1995.
Poe, Edgar Allen. The Project Gutenberg EBook of The Works of Edgar Allen Poe, Five Volumes of The Raven Edition, Released Date 2009.
Pritchard, Myron T. and Ovington, Mary White, Compilers, The Project Gutenberg EBook, , The Upward Path: A Reader For Colored Children, Release Date 2010.

Yezierska, Anzia. Bread Givers. Persea Books, 1980.
Teacher Resource Materials:
Culture Watch Book & Video. Prentice Hall: Englewood Cliffs, NJ. ISBN 0135039886.
Endy, Maxine (ESL CN Faculty Member). A Living Resource Integrating the Internet in the College Now ESL Curriculum. January 2001. 
Health Watch Book & Video. Prentice Hall: Englewood Cliffs, NJ. ISBN 0135017017. 
Internet Availability in Computer Classrooms. 
Newsweek Website: newsweekeducation.com
New York Times Website: nytimes.com/learning. 
Other Requirements:

1.  Students must be present to receive credit for in-class assignments.

2.  All assignments completed in English are to be word processed according to guidelines established by Sojourner Douglass College.
Prepared by:
Dr. Judith Smith, Mark Hughes
Titles:

Co-Chair and Instructor, Department of Humanities

Date:          
August 2014
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