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This photo and bottom center: Faye Pierson and
Duffy Livingstone have been friends for a long time="
-a friendship forged in the early days of karting.
The earlier photo here shows the two of them just
as Duffy presented Faye with her trophy at the first
Nationals held at Go Kart Raceway in 1959. The
other photo was taken earlier this year at Faye's
kitchen table as the two of them brought out the
scrapbooks and reminisced.

poring over the photos in their scrapbooksjé‘_ven in my
middle age)rvas unbelievable.

What wonderful stories Faye and Duffy have to

tell. Many of you probably already know about karting’s
earliest days. More of you probably do not. Either
K u_" I H way, what follows is a first-hand account of some
personal experiences of two people who actually lived

DUFEY LIVINGSTONE ===
ano Faye PIERSoN I

Two Karting Pioneers Reminsce About the Sport

and the Great Times it Brought

Fifty years ago if someone had told me that |
would one day be sitting at Faye Pierson’s kitchen
table talking about the+early days of karting
with Faye and her fellow karting legend Duffy
LivingstonesWell, | never would have believed it,
not in a million years!

After all, in 1959 Faye and Duffy were THE two biggest
names in the still-new sport of karting. Duffy was Go Kart.
Faye was Bug.

Go Kart Mfg. and Bug Engineering were the first two and
by far the largest manufacturers of karts in the world and the
unquestioned leaders of the sport. Sunny southern California
was their home. Meanwhile, in 1959, | was just a little kid back
in Ohio, crazy about the karts that | was seeing and reading
about everywhere, but with only wishful dreams of ever being
part of the karting scene.

Yet sometimes, when you hold on to your dreams, they
do come true. For me, it was an honor and a privilege when |
met with Duffy, Faye, and our mutual friend Tom Smith, on a
Sunday afternoon in Faye’s hilltop home in Covina, CA. Chatting
with Faye and Duffy about how they got started in karting and
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Classic Duffy Livingstone on a course near Apple Valley, CA.
crossing the finish first in his “brain buster” helmet. Duffy sent
me this photo in the early 1990’s after regaling me with his wit and
wisdom for over four hours on the telephone!

DUFFY LIVINGSTONE:

Frank “Duffy” Livingstone was born in lllinois, but
at age one he moved with his family to Pasadena,
California. As a kid, he worked in a model shop and
made his own model cars and flew model airplanes.
After serving in the Navy during World War I, he came
back home and got wrapped up in the automotive
excitement that was exploding in southern California
at the time.

In the early 1950’s, Duffy built a sports car for
himself out of a Model T Ford. He named it the Eliminator
and successfully competed against many of the high-
priced imported roadrace cars--think Ferrari and
Jaguar--running in those days. Because of what it was
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The International Kart Federation leads
the way in the continual development 5
and improvement of karting as a fun
and economical way to enjoy one of
the world’s most popular motor

sports. From beginner to seasoned 55"»;-
competitor, the IKF strives to create GRAND NATIONAI
a safe, competitive, and fun racing CHAMPION
environment for the entire family.

N

Won't you join us? For easy
application information call the
The “Duffy” is the pinnacle of excellence

IKF office or visit us online.
in karting and is awarded to 1st place
WWW.IKFKARTING.COM finishers at IKF Grand National events
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New from MTE industries the Allen SafTblok2. Design for
all socket head cap screws Metric and SAE.
With an added plus can be used as a tubing drill quide. As
with all the SafTbloks. this takes the headache and hassle
out of drilling safety wire holes. MSRP is $ 32.99
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P.O. Box 1396, Goleta. CA 93116
Available at American Power Sports, Arsenal Racing. Comet Karts. Empire Karts, i
Franklin Motorsports. Pitts Performance, and Russell Karting Specialties.
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LOOKING BACK

Tucson Winter Shorttrack

DEC. 31 & JAN. 1ST 2009 inaugural

USAC Ford Focus Midgets &
Winter Test & Tune Tucson SIIEBIIWBBKS
2010

Raceway Park
JAN. 2ND & 3RD

Roger McCuskey Classic Sprint Cars USA Raceway
JAN. 9TH & 10TH

ASA Late Model Open Competition Tucson Raceway Park
JAN. 9TH & 10TH TO JAN 13TH-17TH

Late Model & Modified Wild West Shootout

USA Raceway
JAN. 3RD

SIR Drag Strip Racer Swap Meet & Bracket Race
JAN. 1ST & 2ND

Musselman Honda Circuit Kart Race & Supermoto

ééDeeem DIAMOND Q&Deeerzr DiAMOND
; » CASINO ¢ HOTEL 2 VAL CA;]el NO
(e Romas iy Presents 2

The First Annual Western States

ASR Expo...Tucson, Arizona

Shorttrack

Technologies
Industrial

ASK Expo =

www.american-shorttrack-racing-expo.com
And Special Events Open to The Racing General Public

(from 16 years old)
New Years Eve Party & Barn Dance
at the Diamond Center

Diamond Center Pima Mine Road
Jan. 1stto 3rd

Karts-Street Rods
Shorttrack legenn%glm Presentam_m

al
Diamond Center
Sat., Jan. 2nd

Vintage Race Car & Street Rod
Car Show Jan 1st & 2nd!

Promoters Think Tank...Jan. 4th

Jan.5thto Ith
Late Models - Modifieds - Motocross - 0ff Road

Photo Courtesy of National Kart News

Hal Burns @ 520-243-9199
hal@american-shorttrack-racing-expo.com

On his way to winning the first of three national championships, Duffy is shown
here in 1960 powering his Konig-powered Go Kart through a corner just ahead
of second-place finisher Chuck Balsiger and his 250cc Yamaha Special.

asked him if he would mind if we tried, and he said, ‘Sure, go ahead’.”

“It got really big really fast, and it got to the point where we either had
to choose between the little cars or the muffler business. So we forgot the
mufflers and went into making the little cars. Tom Noel had introduced me to
Lynn Wineland who worked at Peterson Publishing [the automotive magazine
publisher], and Lynn started coming around the shop. We asked him to do some
advertising for us. He said he would but that we needed a name for the thing, and
it was Lynn who suggested the name “Go Kart”--with a “k”--to us. We all agreed
that that sounded like the way to go so we started making and selling the first Go
Karts as assemble-it-yourself kits.”

Before long, the Go Kart Manufacturing Co. had outgrown the muffler shop
in Monrovia so the business
was relocated to a big .~
corrugated tin building on g
N. Irwindale Ave., in Azusa,
CA. “It was a really spooky
place,” Duffy recalled. “It
was large, 100 feet square
| would say. I'd go out there
at night and you could hear
the rats running around in
the place. And it was all
dark except for this one light
bulb hanging down over my
bench.” From this location
thousands of Go Kart kits were shipped.

Unfortunately, about this same time, late 1958, the karters in southern
California had just about exhausted the list of places where they were welcome
to drive their karts. Whether it was due to the noise of the karts, the zoning laws,
or just some people being jealous of seeing other people having fun, the public
officials were pressured to say “No more!” to karting on vacant parking lots.

With their business fortunes resting in the balance, Duffy and the folks at Go
Kart stepped forward and built what is arguably the first-ever kart-specific track
in a field beside their factory. The Go Kart Raceway —a paved, four tenths of a
mile (plus 15 feet per Duffy) road course--opened in January, 1959, and with the
construction of that track, and others like it which soon followed, the future of
karting was secured.

Driving the Eliminator, his most unlikely sports car which
he built from a Model T, Duffy Livingstone leads road race
legend and Hall of Famer Ken Miles (#50) through the turns
of a temporary course set up in Santa Barbara, CA.

FayYe RPIeERS0N:

It was one of Duffy’s kit
| Go Karts that Faye Pierson’s
neighbor in West Covina, CA
bought, assembled and gave
to his son for Christmas in
- 1957. When that kart hit the
- streets on Christmas Day the
- whole neighborhood came to
watch and ride. Faye Pierson
rode the neighbor kid’s kart
- that day and she wouldn’t
- get off it. Like Duffy, she
- too was instantly hooked.
“It was exhilarating. You put

Faye was the only
female driver for
the United States
Racing Team which
raced throughout
Europe in 196
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Running an endurance race through the bumpy, usty
streets of Tecate, Mexico, was a test of both humanity
and machinery.....and a danger to the residents.

Faye, hown here, persevered and won her class

your foot on it and off you'd go,” Faye recalled.

During the thirties and forties, Faye Pierson, then
known as Faye Marye Greer, grew up on an acre of
land in then-rural West Arcadia, CA. Her father was a
CPA who worked in the City of Los Angeles, and he
wanted some open space for himself and his family.
As a youngster, Faye knew the joys and freedom
of living in the fresh air of a small town. In West
Arcadia, you could ride your bike anywhere you
wanted at anytime you wanted, and in her words, it
was wonderful.

As a school girl, Faye met and fell in love with Tom Pierson, who although
had little formal education, seemed like he could do anything he set his mind
to. “Tom was brilliant. Although he was mostly self-taught, | thought there was

DESIGNED BY NATIOA’AL KART NEWS

NOVEMBER 2009  S800-942-0033

F’r;‘ daE & ~LL°2 W.

N Kart, .

nothing he couldn’t do--and | was right! He could figure anything out.” Faye
said with a smile.

Faye and Tom married in the mid-forties and endured the hard times of
many young newlyweds. But by the time their neighbor boy got his Go Kart
for Christmas in 1957, the Piersons were a thriving and happy family with
two young boys, Tommy and Jon. Along the way, the Piersons had acquired
a newspaper dealership for the LA Times. “It was the BEST job! | learned
how to drive by making newspaper deliveries around southern California in a
Triumph TR2!”

Below: Stars from all different fields of endeavor run into each other in southern California.
Here karting star Faye Pierson takes a moment to shake hands and smile with Hollywood
star Tab Hunter at the kart track in Bakersfield.

So taken were the Piersons--and especially
Faye--with the neighbor boy’s kart, that they decided
to build some karts of their own. And who better
to build them than Tom Pierson, the guy who could
do anything. So, along with a friend, Dick Geer, and

& another neighbor, Tom built six karts in early 1958, one

- being especially for Faye. And like Duffy’s original Go

 Karts, as soon as people saw and rode the Piersons’
karts, they wanted one for themselves.

It didn’t take much for Tom, Dick and their neighbor
~ to decide to go into the kart manufacturing business.
All three had the skills and enthusiasm to do it. And
Faye’s dad, the CPA, had the business knowledge to
help get them started right. Bug Engineering, as the
new business was called, became karting’s second
commercial manufacturer, and the karts themselves were

22| called “Bugs” (of all types).

Funny story though. The new three-way business
partnership didn’t last very long. The neighbor who had joined Tom and Dick to
start the business, well, it turned out that he had some gambling issues. One
night the Piersons got a call from Las Vegas. It was their neighbor/business

Racing Jackets

Child’s sizes: S-XL and Adult sizes: S-XXL

Contact us for a dealer near you!
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DISTRIBUTING

A Division of Michiana Midget Motors Inc.

WWW.NIKNL.COM NATIONAL KABT NEWS 31

NKN
PR Y 2FVE NV & W VN 8




a leader of the karting industry for over forty years..... it m
importantly, he was a loving husband to Faye for well over fi
years. Greatly missed, Tom pa?d away in 2000.

partner and he needed money and he needed it
fast. He offered to exchange his share in the new
kart business for the amount of cash he needed.
“We did that deal and it was the best money we
ever spent,” Faye recalled with a chuckle.

It wasn't too long thereafter that Dick Geer
also decided to get out of kart manufacturing, so
Tom and Faye purchased his interest as well. But
even after he left the company, Dick remained
close to the Piersons. In fact, in the summer of
1959, Dick was crowned as the first overall Grand
National Champion of karting while driving for the
Bug racing team.

With Dick no longer a part of the company,
the Kkarting business was the Piersons to make
or break. “At first, | was just along for the ride.
But then | went in and began to run the office,
and | was successful at it because | hired people
smarter than | was,” Faye remembered with a
knowing grin. “Tom was very creative and brought

many innovations to the early karts. Our business
boomed.”

By early 1959, Bug Engineering had outgrown
several locations, and Tom and Faye had built a
new plant of their own at 330 S. Irwindale Ave. in
Azusa, CA, two blocks south of the Go Kart factory
and racetrack. From that short distance--just two
blocks--a fierce rivalry began between Go Kart
and Bug.

For the next three years, Bug and Go Kart,
practically neighbors, went head-to-head at every
level of the karting sport. With Faye and Duffy
at the forefront of their respective companies,
they formed racing teams and competed in all
the national events. They competed against each
other in Mexico, in Nassau during the famous
Speed Weeks events, in sprints, in 50 and 100-
mile endurance events and in advertising. They
also competed for customers.

2ayincgftooymuech
Vo

2L0ce

* The most reliable equipment and
wireless network available.

¢ Unmatched pricing in the karting
industry.

* Free set-up for all merchant accounts.

* Free analysis & written rate proposal.

 We stand behind our written guarantees
100%!

* Live 24/7 Customer Support.

SSII0)

Get Working Capital
Easy approval - No Credit Checks

Video E-mail
Marketing Serives
- * Custom Templates

Fast & Easy Check
Processing Options
Avalluble

e (877 333-6266

www.kartracingnaymentprocessing.com

Focus Merchant Solutions is a registered ISO/MSP of Well Fargo
Bank MA, Walnut Creek, CA. Mann Merchant Processing Systems is

focus Merchant
Solutions

an agent for Focus Merchant Solutions.

S P8 B
AN

- ‘? —
=

Retaill& cift_/ke_ugnrd/
Loyaity/Cards]Available

A

NATIONAL KART NEWS
| .

800-942-0033

After Bug built its new building, Go Kart built
its own new factory. Both companies purchased
highway-sized buses to transport their racing
teams and equipment, and they also raced the
buses on the way to the track. They raced against
each other to be the first to market a mini-bike.
For three years, they competed in every way
imaginable.

Above: Duffy was famous for his ingenuity. This special
sports an English-made Villiers mounted upside down
(case at the top, sparkplug at the bottom). The Villiers rep
from England saw it and said it wouldn’t work that way. Of
course, it did —and very well!

Below: Duffy won a National Championship in 1960 with
this water-cooled German Konig in a duel with Chuck
Balsiger in his Yamaha-powered KART Magazine Special.
Some call their on-track battle the ‘Greatest Race in the
History of Karting.”

i A

There never was a clear winner in Go Kart/
Bug rivalry. And by 1963, unfortunately, there was
not only no winner to declare, there was no longer
a rivalry, only a survivor. Seemingly overnight,
karting had grown from two manufacturers a mile
apart to hundreds of manufacturers around the
world. The karting market had become saturated
and when demand fell off, so did many of the
manufacturers who had jumped on the karting
bandwagon. Sadly, Go Kart Manufacturing was
the most prominent casualty of the big downturn.

Duffy spoke philosophically and without
apparent regret about the demise of Go Kart. “|
was never a businessman. | did all the research
and development, designing and testing and |
worked on the karts. | put the racing team together
and built the cars. | had my own little room in the
back and didn’t know how the business was going
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other than we were making a lot of money and
spending a lot. And we were having a lot of fun!
We started to diversify, building mini-bikes and an
industrial cart, which we called the flying carpet.
While we were dinking around with that thing,
karting seemed to take a nosedive over just a few
weeks; it just went straight down and we went
right down with it. We were spread too thin and
we went downs the tubes. So | went back over to
my muffler shop in Monrovia and worked there.”

Due to the fact

that it was owned
and managed by one
close-knit family, Bug
Engineering  survived
the 1963 downturn but
not without some heavy-
duty belt tightening. Faye
recalled that, “At the height
of our karting business we
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By mid-year 1958, both Go Kart
Mfg. and Bug Eng. were placing
full-page ads in the “rodding”
magazines. Here are a couple
of examples.
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their two companies, Faye Pierson and Duffy
Livingstone today remain the warmest of friends.
In addition to annual reunions at vintage karting
events around the country, in 2008 they traveled
together to Australia as honored guests of the
vintage karters of that island continent.

Here is part of one days production of karts being prepared
for shipment from the Bug plant at 330 S. Irwindale Ave.
in 1960.

Time marches on. Faye and Duffy are now
both in their eighties. After a decade of heart
issues, Tom Pierson died in 2000. Faye continues
to live in the house she and Tom built and shared
on the hilltop in Covina. Duffy and wife DeeDee,
both in good health, recently moved from Grants
Pass, OR, to Chattanooga, TN, to be closer to her
family.

menc o
is an \

Z

gts from

800-942 0033

NOVEMBER 2009
a



