
Tuesday, April 3, 2017 

So if you are here it is why? 

Perhaps you are curious? 

What are the characteristics of manhood? I have heard, “Show me the boy at sixteen and I’ll show you 

the man at forty.” Is that true? Gentlemen, are you developing into the man you hope to become? 

Ladies, when considering the effect male figures play upon your lives, what is it you expect? Demand?  

Because you were curious enough to click on this link, and are now asking, “What does it mean to be a 

strong man, (I do not have to remind you to consider the metaphorical nature of the adjective), how 

many distinct aspects of your  s(S)elf, your being, your heart, your mind,  are at work when considering, 

“What are the characteristics of healthy maleness, manhood, as you encounter this question right now?  

The best way to encounter a matter of such significance is to reflect deeply upon the matter and honor 

those ideas through writing. 

 

However, perhaps one has never reflected deeply upon the matter before.  What to do? 

If I wanna get rich, who do I ask? 

A rich guy 

If I wanna be a cop, I ask a cop 

If I wanna go that way, I might find somebody that way and follow that guy. 

How do I know if that guy in front of me knows where he is going? 

He doesn’t have to know where he is going. You have to know where he is going because you are 

following him. 

How do I know where he is going? 

He wrote it down. 

Where? 

Here. These are the pages of the teenager writing to the twenty-three year old who is on the way to 

being forty before waking up unless one pays attention. 

To who? Who should all my future selves pay attention to? 

 

To you, to the teenager.  You are in charge. You are in charge of the twenty-three year old you and the 

forty year old you.  

All of them. You are responsible for all of those years laid out in front of you. What do you see? 

 

It depends on where you are looking from.  



The way I see the world depends on my perspective of the world. If I see the world as a bad and scary 

place I will buy a lot of locks and build a lot of hard, hard buildings. If I see the world as a happy place I 

might stick a big vacuum up into the air and suck all the soot out of the atmosphere and apologize for 

my malfeasance.1 

And this is why your view of manhood-- 

Your meaning all students, 

Each and all of your perspectives on manhood will help shape the figure of the man you are envisioning 

for your future self(ves).2 

Your twenty-three year old you will probably, after stumbling across these writings, will probably smile 

and be glad you protected them, then stick them away for another seventeen years (email me the 

allusion to receive3) when your forty-year old you turns around for a little guidance and seeks you out. 

Won’t you feel grand having honored yourself so beautifully by not only reflecting on what it means to 

be a man, but writing it down, saying, “This is how I see it now, and these are my questions and 

confusions. 

That is courage, commitment, and conviction 

 

So I lead with a confession and a question. 

I don’t know how to do this.4 

How do I do this? 

 

Simple 

I find a pro and follow. 

And go slow 

Read not to finish 

Read to cherish 

Or relish 

Enjoy each paragraph 

                                                           
1 Email me a voice recording of you using this word contextually within a paragraph and we can begin to negotiate. 
(see Thusday, March 23 footnote 2) 
2 Understand, there is no singular idea of manhood, it is to broad a question to answer on a single sheet of paper. 
We will address the question through oue response to a newspaper article on the matter. Thus, the ideas will have 
already been laid out, we just have to understand what we are reading and be willing to respond through writing.  
3 Go to Thursday, March 23, 2017 footnote two for further explanation. 
4 This typically sounds like, I don’t want to do this.  It is much easier to pretend not to want to do something than 
to admit I cannot do something.. 



One at a time 

Pause and reflect of what you hear (read) saw. Maybe have a pen in hand,  capture and corral those 

ideas, images and wonders that might start to appear 

A paragraph at a time 

What is manhood, from all perspectives? Especially yours, young woman and young man, each of you is 

creating the parents of the children you will want to love and protect with all of your heart.  What type 

of man5, what are the chracteristics of the man who will hold that baby in his hands, whether this man 

be you or your mate, what will be his perspective on manhood? 

Now that I have spun my brain into a pretzel, I would like you to give your heart and mind’s attention to 

the following article by Frank Bruni.  I look for his opinion pieces in the New York Times. He writes very 

intelligently and thoughtfully. Read  slowly, the ideas and the language grow more complex the further 

you read. If you get lost, pause on a paragraph and linger there. Consider understanding as breath, 

acknowledge your understanding at the close of each paragraph,  

No hurry… 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
5 Is this becoming anthrocentric? Is asking this it it sensitivity or fear of recrimination of political incorrectness? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                                                                                                https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KyU--Tb-MO4 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X5Jc6GH40Gg 

 

 



 

 

 



 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nZLUZ1eONhk 

 

 

 

 



 



 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yBPm2Xom_y4 

 

Okay, right there, note your reaction to that last paragraph, here’s your honesty right now. Did you see 

it coming? The article is all about manhood, did you know the writer is gay? Does it matter? 

 

 

 

 

http://www.outwardbound.org/      

 

http://www.outwardbound.org/


 

 

 

 

What about that last paragraph? Did the tone change? Is it too bias now? Does he lose credibility (ethos) 

if he shows bias? Do you know what I am talking about? If not, ask. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

VOCAB POWER STATION 

 

Burlesque, craven, pathos, (there it is!) abhors,    

 

Marlboro Man (which literary device?) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WzTSE6kcLwY            

 

 

 

That’s a journey through heart and soul as articulated through mind. We would like to thank Mr. Bruni 

for the experience. Manhood, maybe I’ll go back and read it again, and taking it one paragraph at a time.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WzTSE6kcLwY

