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Introduction:

Have you started your Christmas shopping yet?  Did you know you can actually start too early?  A man was arrested not too long ago, and the judge asked, “What are the charges?”  The man answered, “Your honor, I was arrested for Christmas Shopping too early?”  The judge said, “You were Christmas shopping too early?  There’s nothing wrong with that!  Just how early were you Christmas shopping?”  The man answered, “Before the store was open!”

While you can start Christmas shopping too early, you can’t ever start thinking about Christmas too early.  As a matter of fact like most holidays, Christmas reminds us of a certain attitude we should have all year round.  So we’re going to start thinking about Christmas early.  I’m going to bring you a few messages before Christmas to lead up to that special day.

Turn in your Bibles to Isaiah 9:6.  We’re going to talk about the real Gift of Christmas.  We get all wrapped up in unwrapping gifts at Christmas that we fail to remember that the it was God that started the gift giving when He gave us His Son.  Jesus is the greatest gift the world has ever received, and in this passage Isaiah is foretelling the first coming of Jesus Christ. 

“For unto us a child is born to us a child is given , and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

For the next four weeks I want us to look at these four titles Isaiah gives to Jesus Christ.  

Now let me give you a little back ground on Isaiah.  He was a prophet of God during the reign of four different kings.  At this particular moment in history the children of Israel were under the constant threat of attack from Assyria.  Also Isaiah already knew that Judah would be captured and invaded by Babylon.  Isaiah’s warning to his people was to forsake the idolatry and turn back to God

Have you ever picked up that package under the tree with your name on it and given it a little shake?  Of course you have , we’ve all done that!  That’s what Isaiah is doing with this passage of Scripture.  He’s picking up that gift of Jesus that is promised, before it is even opened and he’s shaking it in front of those in Judah to tell them, “Hey, this is a gift for you, start living as if you deserve it!”

Now what’s really interesting is that Isaiah is shaking this Christmas present 700 years before it would be opened on that Christmas Night in Bethlehem!

Now what we might be tempted to question is this.  What does this description of Jesus do for me?  I mean that was 2,700 years ago!  What does it mean for me?  

So How does Isaiah Describe God’s Gift?  He starts by describing God’s Gift as…
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“wonderful counselor”.  When we look at those two words we get a picture of what the birth of Jesus really was.

(Continued in “To Me, From God”: Part 1 - A Wonderful Counselor. Download the complete Sermon Series Kit from www.innovativeword.com)


