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Introduction:

I asked several people what they thought of first when they hear the word “overflow” this week.  I thought it was funny that almost everyone of them recounted some negative experience.  Everything from a toilet overflowing, to a stopped up sink, to a dumpster overflowing with garbage.  

I guess that’s how we typically use the word “overflow”.  But what I’m hoping is that this series will challenge that, and we’ll think first of the positive connotation of the word “overflow”. 

If you do a word study of overflow in the Bible, it’s almost always used in a positive sense. 

Overflow – “perisseia” – “superabundance”

It’s the same word used to describe the leftovers after Jesus fed the multitude in Mark 8:8. 

Now, here’s the good part. Throughout the New Testament we are promised that God will supply us with an overflow of some incredible stuff.  He promises us an overflow of grace, joy, love, and thankfulness.  Things that money can’t buy.  And it’s all there ready for us to partake of. 

But, from my experience I’ve learned that most of us don’t really know what to do with the overflow.

Some of us fail to see it – We’re so busy trying to make our mark in the world, so busy trying to make a living, we fail to live.  God has an incredible life of overflow ready for us to enjoy. 
Some of us are envious of it – When we see others experiencing overflow, or a superabundance of God’s gifts, we kind of get jealous.  Truth is, we start acting like little kids with a plate full of cookies. 
Some of us try to hoard it – Joke: At a man’s funeral, a family friend stayed with the wife until everyone had left. Just before the funeral director shut the coffin, she saw the man’s wife put an envelope in the coffin. The friend asked, “What’s that for?” The wife said, “He made me promise that I would put all his money in the casket with him so he could ‘take it with him’ when he died.” Then she looked at her friend with a grin and said, “So I just wrote him a check!” 
So, let’s look at some truths today that will help us stop mistreating the overflow. And then we’ll apply those truths to the first blessing God promises will overflow to us.  OK?

