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Introduction:
As we grow older, something inside of us says, “What are you going to leave behind?” We wonder if our lives are making a difference. We want to be remembered for something. It’s natural. All of us hope we’re making some kind of impact in the world. The truth is, every single one of us will leave an impression. But the question is, “How deep of an impression will we leave? How long will that impression last?”

If you’ve ever visited Dinosaur Valley State Park near Glenrose, Texas you can see some dinosaur tracks that were left thousands of years ago. Not millions of years ago like the evolutionists would have us believe. But thousands of years ago. As impressive as that may be, those tracks won’t be there forever. Eventually they will erode away.

But, did you know that you can leave an impression that lasts forever? It’s true. God intends for us to leave a lasting legacy with our lives that doesn’t end when we die. It won’t even end when the world does. Your influence can last forever.

Now, if your influence and my influence can last forever, then that means our church’s influence can last forever. I want that. Do you? What if all together as a church, we decided to make an impression on this community and this world that lasts for eternity?

Where do you start when you want to create an impact as a church?  Where do you start when you want to influence our community with the Gospel of Jesus Christ? Where do you start when you want to create explosive influence that lasts eternally? You start with the fuse.  All explosions start with an initial spark, or fuse.  Something that triggers the explosion.
In 2 Corinthians, Paul gives us that trigger.  He’s speaking to a church that had its fair share of problems.  All the their problems were acting as wet blankets.  But none of their problems were more serious than the issue of personal purity.  The Corinthian church members had forgotten that the most powerful influence they had in their community was their own changed lives.  How can we ever hope to leave a legacy, or outlive our lives if our lives are just like everyone else’s? So Paul reminds the Corinthians that they are the fuses of influence.
Look
2 Corinthians 5:17-19 (NLT), ”… those who become Christians become new persons. They are not the same anymore, for the old life is gone. A new life has begun!  All this newness of life is from God, who brought us back to himself through what Christ did. And God has given us the task of reconciling people to him. For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against them. This is the wonderful message he has given us to tell others.”

 
Let’s make three observations:
1. The most appealing thing about the Christian Life is a New Beginning. ~
2. The power to live a changed life comes from God. ~
3. The purpose of a changed life is to have maximum influence on the world around us by sharing the Good News. ~
So what do these observations teach us?  Simple.  The fuse, the spark, the trigger of explosive influence is “changed lives”.
In all good advertising, the message is “this product will change your life for the better.”
Madison Avenue has understood this advertising method for years.  In almost every TV commercial, a product is shown to have impact on a person for the better.  You’ll never see an info-mercial where the people who’ve bought the product say, “Yeah, it’s OK.”
No!  They always say things like, “This closet organizeer has changed my life!  It’s made my life simpler, easier, or more fun!”
Do you remember that commercial on TV for that spinning container holder.  They showed a lady opening her cabinet to try to find a container and every container falls on her.  Then they show a lady with this compact, sleek designed, spinning container holder, spin it around, find the perfect size container and lid in seconds.  
What’s the message?  If you don’t have that spinning container holder, your going to hurt yourself!  You need this product if you want to really enjoy life.
Church, we’re not selling spinning container holders.  We’re not promoting a gadget that saves time.  We are advertising a brand new life.  We’re not pushing a product, we’re offering a purpose.
And yet, we just don’t seem to get our message across very good.  Why?  Because our fuse is wet.  The evidence of God’s transforming Gospel is damp, weak, and ineffective.  We’re not showing the change!
If we’re going to outlive our lives and make the Maximum Impact on our community, we’ve got to show them that Christianity has made a difference in our lives.
In another passage of scripture, Paul shows his frustration with the Corinthian church.  Look,
1 Corinthians 6:19 (KJV)

19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?
I. “WHAT” Change
I want you to see something about what Paul said there.  He uses the word “What”.
A. There are many different ways of saying this word.
1. When you didn't quite hear what someone said.
2. When someone tells you there is something on your clothes.
3. When you hear something you really don't believe.
B. None of these is the way Paul was using this word "what".  Let me explain.  
(Illustration: What if I said came up to you and said, “Hey, your car just got towed from the parking lot.”?  You would reply…”WHAT!”  Or if I said, “Hey I just drove by your house. Why is the city bull dozing your house?”  You would say…”WHAT!”)
Yeah, that’s more like it. That’s how Paul is saying, “WHAT!” here.
C. Paul is addressing the Corinthians so emphatically because they were acting as if they weren't even believers.  They weren’t showing the change.
D. So how can I show the change God’s made in my life as a believer?  Since changed lives are the spark of eternal influence, how do I show it?
II. Walk This Way
Ephesians 5:8 (NKJV), “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light.”
A. All throughout the Bible, the changed life is described as a “Walk”.  Why? 
I can think of four reasons:
1. Walking requires Life 
a) You’ll never see a dead person walking.  Or at least I hope not. 
b) See, dead people can’t act like they are alive.  But I see living people acting like they were dead all the time. When a Christian fails to show the change God has made in their life, they’re acting like they’re dead. ~
c) (Guy died in church.  The paramedics came. It took them 15 minutes to find the dead guy because they weren’t sure which guy it was.)
d) Believers ought to be excited about life.  We should have “enthusiasm” (“in God”) ~
2. Walking requires Maturity
a) Babies don’t walk.  They have to reach a certain level of maturity and coordination.
b) If I had to sum up the New Testament in just 2 words, they would be “Grow Up”.  That’s what the New Testament is all about for Christians.  
3. Walking requires Balance
a) It’s amazing how much balance it requires to just stand up.  And then when you start to walk, it requires even more balance.
b) And that’s a great picture of the Changed Life.  Someone who’s showing the change will have balance. They balance their family life, their career, their free time, and their service to the Lord and other people.
c) When you get those things out of balance, you can fall real easily.
4. Walking requires Progress
a) Movement without progress is not walking. You’re wasting energy.
(You’re just on the treadmill ~)
b) I’m guilty of this in my life.  Sometimes I’m busy, but I’m not going anywhere.  I get stagnant, stop growing, stop moving forward.
c) In our fast paced society we all run this risk of doing a lot of moving, wasting a lot of energy, but we’re not progressing in our spiritual lives.  Walking requires progress.
B. So, walking is a great picture of the changed life.  But how should I walk?   
If I’m going to show the change God’s made in my life…
I Must Walk In Purity
This is What I call..
III. Pure Change
Purity is defined as “free from contamination.”  For our definition today we will go one step further.  Purity means, “being free from the contamination of sin and guilt.”
Rom 6:22, “But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life.” (NIV)
See, we’ve received a changed life that results in holiness, and eternal life.  So I need to show that change.  And there are two characteristics of Pure Change:
A. Pure Change Is Valuable
2 Tim 2:22, “Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.” (NIV)
1. God doesn’t want us to be pure to make us prudes.  God is not a prude and he doesn’t want us to be prudes!  He’s not punishing us by requiring us to be pure either!  Quite the opposite is true!  He wants to protect us.  He wants us to get the most out of life!  The benefit of purity is a long healthy life!
2. It’s funny how valuable purity is to us when it comes to the water we drink or the food we eat, and yet how unimportant purity is to us when it comes to what we think about or what we allow into our minds.  
3. Purity of mind and soul is even more important than purity of food and water.  When we’re in Mexico or Nicaragua, we take  precautions about drinking the water. You know the old saying, “Don’t drink the water”.  
4. Well I never really understood the value of that advice until Jennifer explained it to me.  She grew up in Bolivia South America as a missionaries daughter.  And just like Mexico, the water there was unsafe to drink.  Because of the lack of purification plants, the water for public consumption is contaminated with all kinds of bacteria.  
5. She told me a story that reinforces the value of purity in drinking water.  Her little brother was only about 7 when they moved to Bolivia.  As you might imagine, it was hard for her parents to convince him that he should not eat fresh vegetables at his friends house or drink from the public drinking fountains in town.  It didn’t take long for him to find out what happens when you don’t obey your parents.  He got amebas.  Microscopic bacteria that squeeze your intestines so severely that it causes terrible cramps.  Even after that he didn’t learn his lesson well and he got worms.  Worms so bad that they would be in his bed in the morning.  
6. And that’s why purity is important.  That’s why God puts such a value on being pure.  It’s valuable to us personally, but it also shows the world the change that’s taken place in our lives.  And that’s powerful.
B. Pure Change Is Visible
When you’ve encountered pure change in your life, it will be visible to those who don’t know Christ.  That’s the fuse!  That’s what trigger’s their curiosity.  Just like that song we sang earlier said, you can wear Christian T-Shirts, bracelets, have bumper stickers on your car, but pure change isn’t just on the outside, it’s on the inside too.
How Do I Show The Change?
I want to share with you Five Steps To Showing Pure Change.
1. Step One:  I Must Secure My Relationship With God
a) James 4:8, “Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts…” (NIV)
b) How do I come near to God?  By praying a prayer like this, Ps 51:10, “Create in me a pure heart, O God…” (NIV).  Ask Jesus to come into your life and fill you with His purity.  
2. Step Two: I Must Separate Myself From The World
a) 2 Cor. 6:17-7:1, "Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you. I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty." Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.” (NIV)
b) When we accept Christ into our lives, He gives us a brand new heart.  But, He doesn’t want us to go right back to the same old lifestyle.  He requires a commitment from us to “separate ourselves” from an impure lifestyle.
c) So many new and old Christians alike struggle with old habits and lifestyle.  Coming to Christ means being willing to repent.~
d) Remember, the definition of purity is “freedom from sin and guilt”.  You’ve been set free!  God broke the chains of sin, so stop dragging the chains around with you!
3. Step Three: I Must Shield My Mind With The Word of God
a) Phil 4:8, “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable-- if anything is excellent or praiseworthy-- think about such things.” (NIV)
b) You’ll never find anything more true, more right, more pure, more lovely, more admirable, excellent or praiseworthy than this blessed Book!
c) Ps 119:9, “How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to your word.” (NIV) 
4. Step Four: I Must Screen My Companions For Character
a) 1 Tim 5:22, “…do not share in the sins of others. Keep yourself pure.” (NIV)
b) 1 Cor 15:33, “Do not be misled: "Bad company corrupts good character." (NIV)
c) If ever there was a verse written for teenagers it was this one!
d) You show me your friends, and I’ll show you your future!
5. Step Five: I Must Shelter My Heart With Hope
a) I Jn 3:2-3, “Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.” (NIV)
b) Did you see that?  That’s telling me that one of the best ways to show the change is to look forward to the return of Jesus Christ.
====
Conclusion:
The world is dying to see the difference Christ has made in your life… literally.  I’m convinced more people would become believers if they could see the change in our lives.  
I’ve asked this question before, and I really want you to consider it after all we’ve talked about today:
“If it were a crime to live a life that has been changed by the power of God, would there be enough evidence in your life to convict you?”
� Holy Bible : New Living Translation. 1997. Tyndale House: Wheaton, Ill.






