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Introduction:
Today, we’re going to start a short two week series called “KARPOS”.  Though it sounds like a class on how to fish for Carp, it’s not.  Karpos is actually a Greek word we find in the New Testament that is translated “Fruit”.  
(This… is KARPOS – show bowl of Fruit & Watermelon)
Is there really anything better than the natural sweetness of Fruit?  It’s God’s candy! ~
We’re going to be looking at a passage of scripture for the next two weeks that encourages us to produce fruit. Turn there with me to John 15.
John 15:1-8
"I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 
5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 8 This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 
Jesus has painted us a beautiful word picture. He’s describing what our relationship with Him should look like and the result of that relationship.
He’s saying, “Look, I am the vine. I am the main source of nutrient. As long as you (the branch) stay close to me, attached to me, growing in me, then together (the vine and the branch) will produce sweet, eternal results (the fruit).”
So we need to be very careful here how we apply what Jesus is teaching.  If we apply it one way, we could wind up burnt out, prideful and disillusioned.  If we apply it the other way, we’ll find that producing much fruit is as natural as an apple tree producing apples.  Here ‘s the two different approaches.  We can Focus on the Fruit, or We can Value the Vine.
Let’s talk about this.  What happens when we…
Focus on the Fruit

(To download the rest of this series visit www.innovativeword.com)
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