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There’s a big difference between seeing something in person and seeing something in picture.  Pictures just don’t do justice.  Their one dimensional flat pieces of paper that capture an image, not the real thing.
For the next few weeks, I want to help you picture, imagine if you will, what God can do through you in this world.  We’re going to be focusing on Missions for the next few weeks, and just like those pictures I was showing you earlier, I’ve learned that most church goers see missions in a very similar way.
Missions and missionaries seem so far away.
We only get glimpses of their world through still photos and occasional video clips.
Until you actually visit a missionary on their turf in another part of the world, it’s hard to truly appreciate what the missions picture is really all about.
I hope to help you imagine what God can accomplish in the nations of the world when people like you don’t just look at the Missions Picture, but Step into the Missions Picture.
Turn with me in your Bibles to Psalm 67.  This is a short Psalm but it’s packed with Missions meaning.  It’s going to be our text for today and we’ll probably wind up referring back to it several times in the next four weeks.
Let’s read it together:
Ps 67, “May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us, (Selah) that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations. May the peoples praise you, O God; may all the peoples praise you. May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule the peoples justly and guide the nations of the earth. (Selah) May the peoples praise you, O God; may all the peoples praise you. Then the land will yield its harvest, and God, our God, will bless us. God will bless us, and all the ends of the earth will fear him.”
What we just read is one of the greatest  missions prayers in the Bible.  It was actually a prayer put to music.  Psalms were the songs the nation of Israel would sing together when they worshipped.  Sort of like some of the songs we sing in church (Open the Eyes of My Heart Lord, etc)
As a matter of fact, the word “Selah” was a musical notation to the musicians and singers.  Like a rest, or repeat mark in a musical score.
We’re not sure how the music sounded or what the tempo of the song was, but we do know the message of the song.  Because the words were so accurately preserved, we know exactly what the song means.  So let’s look at the message of this missions song and see what it teaches us.
This Missions Prayer Teaches Us Four Important Facts:


