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Introduction:

While I was preparing for this new series “I Love My Church” I got to thinking what my life might have been like if I had never found a church I loved. I had one of those “It’s A Wonderful Life” moments. You know, trying to imagine what my life would be like without church. It didn’t take too long as I was imagining life without church to get pretty emotional. I guess that’s understandable since I am a pastor of a church. But it really goes much deeper than that. Even if I were not a pastor, my life would be a whole lot different without church.

To put it in a nutshell: My life is better because of church. Church makes me a better person.

Love It or Loath It

What about you? Obviously church is somewhat important to you. You are in church this morning. Even if you’re watching this online because you couldn’t make it to this service, that shows that you think what happens here at church is somewhat important. You’re investing about a half of an hour of your life to listen to what I’m going to say. Yes, I think anyone who is here today or is watching this online would say, “I love my church”. But why? Why do you love church?

Some would say, “There’s a lot more reasons to not love the church”. Church gets a bad rap. If you talk to people who don’t go to church you’ll hear all kinds of stories about how  some church hurt them or their family. And a lot of those stories are true. Maybe you’ve been hurt by a church before. I have. I know what if feels like to come to church and wonder how people who are supposed to love God, could be so unloving.

And then, there’s all the hypocrites. It doesn’t take too long to discover who’s genuine and who’s not. You watch some people in church put on a good show, they sing, they pray, they act nice to each other, but when you run into that person out of church you would wonder how they can act that way. I mean after all, they go to church. 

It makes us wonder if you can be a Christian, love God, serve others, and be a radically devoted follower of Jesus Christ, but not go to church. Can’t I love God and not love a church? I mean, that kind of makes sense doesn’t it? Do I really need a church to serve God? Do I have to come to church to worship Him? Some would say, “No”. And they might follow it up by saying, “I love God but I just don’t like the church.”

And I’m sure that makes sense to them. They see church as just some organized religion. Maybe they think church is for weak people who need to be coddled. Or they think church is just another institution that’s after people’s money so they can feed the appetites of rich pastors and evangelists.

Take It Or Leave It

Yes, the church has it’s fair share of problems. It certainly isn’t perfect. But really, is that surprising? I think we’re all smart enough to realize that there is no perfect church on earth because every church is filled with imperfect people. So why love it? Maybe you’re one who says, “I love Jesus, but I don’t really like church.” Sounds reasonable. Jesus is perfect. The church is not. So why love the church? One of the best answers comes from Ephesians 5:25.

Christ loved the church. He gave up his life for her

Eph 5:25 (NLT)

If Jesus loved the church so much that He died for it, then if I say I love Jesus, then it’s really pretty impossible to not love the church. Jesus didn’t just love it and die for it... He started it.

Jesus said, “...upon this rock I will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it.”

Matt 16:18 (NLT)

So, Jesus started the church and He’s the one still building it today. If I love Jesus, then I’ve got to love what He started and what He’s still building... the church. 
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