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Introduction:
Including today, there’s just 50 days until Christmas! I saw some of you physically tense up just then when you heard that. The next 50 days can be an extremely stressful time. That’s why I’m so glad Thanksgiving Comes before Christmas. If we pay attention to what real thanksgiving is, then I think it can actually help with the stress of Christmas. But, too often we forget what it means to be thankful. 

Did you know that compared to the rest of the world, every single one of us in this room has so much to be thankful for? We have been so blessed. For the next four weeks, we’re going to learn how to truly give thanks for those blessings.
If there’s one thing we need during this mad rush to the end of the year, it’s to experience the presence of God in our lives.  We need to discover true gratefulness.  Being thankful is a natural response of worship. It should be the over-arching characteristic of our lives. 

Why are you here today? 
See some of you here today are looking for something more out of life, and you’re not even sure what it is.  So you’ve come to this church, maybe because someone invited you, or promised to buy you lunch afterward, or you’ve just driven by before and saw this church so this is the Sunday you decided to drop in.  I’m glad you’re here.  Because, really what you’re looking for is not just a church. You may not even realize it yet, but you are looking for something supernatural.  You’re looking for God. It’s not just Christianity.  You’re hoping to experience the supernatural.  I’m glad you’re here today because we’re going to see how to experience the supernatural in a powerful way.  You might just find what you’re looking for today.
Some of you here today are already Christians and you have an idea of why you’re here. Why are you here? (wait for response “worship”). We say we are here to “worship” God. Why? Why do you worship God? If we took time to actually let each of you respond, I bet we could sum up all your responses by saying, “We worship God because we are thankful to Him for doing something for us that we could not do for ourselves.” That’s really why we worship Him isn’t it?

Now another question. How do we worship God? I mean what does that look like? If you do an image search on google for the word “worship” you know what images you’ll see? 99% of the images you’ll see are people raising their hands like this (~). And most of the time you’ll see people in the background singing or playing instruments. Now, in reality, what’s being depicted is praise. 
Praise is a legitimate form of worship, and being thankful to God. As a matter of fact, we’re going to take a closer look at praising God in this series. But that’s not all there is too worshipping God.  My question is How do you experience the presence of God every day?  How can I experience the presence of God in a powerful way through being thankful?
That’s what we’re going to learn over the next few weeks together.

