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Introduction: 

Faith.  It's just a word.  F-A-I-T-H.  Is it different from other words?  Not really.  When we say it, it doesn't seem to affect us much.  But, when we use it, the earth quakes! 

Faith just doesn't seem to mean much in our culture today.  People exercise faith every single day.  We use it when we turn the key in our car, when we go to buy something at the store, when we go to bed at night, and when we pop that little piece of chicken in our mouths that the lady at the mall is handing out.  ~

But the kind of faith we’re going to be learning about together in this series is a “faith that works”. Because, as we’re going to learn, there are two kinds of faith. Dead or Alive. Faith that works, and faith that doesn’t work.

Now, if I were to ask you, “Which kind of car would you rather have, a car that works or a car that doesn’t work?” Which would you choose? How about if you’re an employer or a manager, which would you rather have, an employee that works or an employee that doesn’t work? Pretty obvious.

At my house, we’ve got a couple of extra Direct TV remotes laying around. Every now and then, as grandkids are likely to do, one of them will find one of those extra remotes and play with it. The problem is, I come home and pick up a remote and try to turn the TV on with it and it doesn’t work. And as usual, it takes me a while to figure out that the remote I’m trying to use doesn’t work. ~

Very frustrating. 

And here’s the thing. God wants us to have faith. As a matter of fact, we are going to discover that you cannot know God without it, you cannot live the Christian life without it, Churches cannot grow without it, and we can't please God with our gifts without faith.

But James (the brother of Jesus) points out in his letter that it does absolutely no good to have faith, if it does not work.

Here’s what we’re going to look at in this series. We’re going to see that in order for us to make sure we have the right kind of faith, we’ve got to check it to see if it’s working. We’re going to look at four things that prove our faith is a faith that works. Each week, we’re just going to look at one piece of evidence that will prove if we have the right kind of faith or not. Why? Because it’s so important. It’s so important that it can be the difference between life and death. Working faith proves we are really true believers. Non-working faith proves we might call ourselves believers, but we’re not. This is really heavy stuff. It’s crucial stuff. So, James is going to introduce this idea to us in chapter 2. And I have to say that what James said about working faith has caused some of the biggest arguments in church history. 

So, we’re going to start with what James said today. Then we’re going to look at the first evidence of working faith. In other words, working faith, faith that truly leads to life, faith that real believers of Jesus have, will work. It’s like the car that works or the employer that works, or the remote that works. There will be some evidence, some manifestation, some proof that it works. So, I’m just going to introduce you to the idea that real faith, saving faith, faith that changes us into Christ like believers... works.

Then I’ll leave you with a challenge, some homework.

(You can download the rest of this sermon and series at www.innovativeword.com)
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