Access To God’s Victory

Access – Part 4

Ephesians 3:12-20

Introduction:

We’ve all faced those moments where we enter uncharted territory hoping for victory, wishing for a win, really needing to accomplish something… but not having the confidence we need to believe in ourselves. 

Whether it’s a promotion at our job, or getting a passing score on a test, or maybe even entering a marriage with high expectations, but little knowledge of how to make it work. There are those moments we all would really like to win or succeed, but in the back of our minds we’re questioning our own abilities.  “Can I really pull this off?”  “If I try, will I look like a fool?”  “Does my talent match my desire?”  “Will ‘doing my best’ be good enough?”  We’ve all wrestled with questions like that.

Even as believers, sometimes we question whether we’ll ever measure up to God’s expectations.  I think all of us believe God has a plan for our lives, that God wants us to do something special and significant with our lives. But, we just don’t see any progress, we don’t believe that we can ever get there.  We’d love to live a victorious Christian life, but somehow we resign ourselves to the belief that we’ll somehow blow it, come in last, or worse, not even finish the race. 

We’re winding up our series today called “Access”. We’ve learned some pretty incredible stuff the past few weeks together.  ~

Turn to Ephesians 3:12-20 with me.  This is the third and final time the word “access” is used in the New Testament. ~

Eph 3:11-20

11 according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord,

in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him. 13 Therefore I ask that you do not lose heart at my tribulations for you, which is your glory. 

Paul and his readers were at the point we talked about earlier.  More Paul’s Ephesian readers than Paul himself.  There were many of the Ephesians who were disheartened at Paul’s imprisonment.  They found themselves beginning to doubt whether God was using Paul anymore since he was in prison.  Since they were the result of Paul’s ministry, I’m sure they began to doubt themselves.  Did God still have a plan for the Ephesian church?  Could God still use them?  If one of our leaders was in prison, then were they really serving the right God?

Have you ever thought that?  Have you ever been so discouraged that you began to wonder if maybe God wasn’t on your side anymore?  I have.  I’ve been low, so low I couldn’t see God’s hand working anymore.  And what’s really scary is that it was just myself I had lost confidence in. It was God.  I wasn’t sure God could use me to win.

That’s when you’re really glad for verses in the Bible like Ephesians 3:20. As usual when God’s about to do a miracle, the Devil will try to rile things up. He’ll use anyone or anything to discourage you and stop believing.

But, then comes Ephesians 3:20 to help us know that God still loves us and wants us to win.  Check it out.

20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, 21 to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
God is Able

To do

To do all

To do above all

To do exceedingly abundantly above all

That we ask or think

According to the power that works in us.

Paul uses some compounding principles here. He kind of makes up his own words to describe God’s awesome ability. Even in the original language, he uses compound words that are kind of uncommon.

It would be kind of like me saying, “God is Big-uhmundo-huge-a-riffic
· God is Fan-awe-stical-some. Awe-Magni-great-more-big-fully. Super-beyond-erful. Incredi-outrag-i-dible.”

When you start trying to describe just how awesome God’s ability is to secure a victory in our lives, you run out of words to describe Him.
Now, I hope you’re getting this.  (Sum up ACCESS ~ : Grace, Presence, Vision, and now Victory! 

What does that Mean?

Access To God’s Victory Means…

I’m on the Winning Side

Do you remember when you played games out on the playground at school?  Remember the team captains picking their teammates?  There was always to one guy or one girl that you were confident that if they were picked on your team, your team was going to win. ~

When I start feeling defeated, unused, discouraged, and hopeless that I’ll ever see another victory, all I have to do is remind myself that God is on my team.

Rom 8:31-32

31 What can we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is for us, who can ever be against us? 32 Since God did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all, won't God, who gave us Christ, also give us everything else? 

NLT

I love that last part. Since God gave his son up to die for us, why wouldn’t he give us everything else? God’s already done the biggest miracle for us. ~

Yet, a lot of believers never experience another win in their lives.  They have some problems, things don’t go so smooth, and they don’t think God can do anything about it.  Have faith!

Feeling Like a Loser Doesn’t Make Me One

Here’s what I mean. Most of the time, we’re ruled by our feelings.  
As believers, we have to practice letting faith lead us instead of feelings. 

Feelings like fear, anger, frustration, depression, are all things that will keep us from getting in the game.

I can remember in High School football injuring my knee. ~~~ It wasn’t just the injury I had to get over, I had to get over the fear of re-injuring my knee.

Some of you feel like you’ve been dealt loss after loss after loss. You don’t know what it feels like to win anymore.  You’re on the bench, thinking you’ll never be a part of something big again.  Don’t let your feelings keep you from winning.

Rom 8:35-37

35 Can anything ever separate us from Christ's love? Does it mean he no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or are hungry or cold or in danger or threatened with death? 37 No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us. 

NLT

Victory is ours. Start acting like it.  

You may feel like you’re a loser when it comes to your marriage ~, parenting ~, finances ~, your job ~.

Remember, because you have access to God’s Victory, even when everyone is calling you a loser, and you’ve started believing it, you’re not a loser.  Jesus didn’t die for losers.  ~

No Foe Can Match My Faith

There is a strong since of confidence when we realize that it’s God’s victory to win and not ours.  

Let me ask you a question; have you prayed about it? 
What is it that you feel like, no matter how hard you try, you keep losing?  Have you prayed about it?  Have you given it to God?

Faith in God’s ability is a very powerful thing.  No foe can stand when we place our faith in God’s ability.

1 John 5:4-5

4 For every child of God defeats this evil world by trusting Christ to give the victory. 5 And the ones who win this battle against the world are the ones who believe that Jesus is the Son of God. 

NLT

You may be thinking, “yeah but, I’ve sinned.  I’ve really messed up. You don’t know what a  loser I am…”  Not even sin ~

1 Cor 15:57-58

57 How we thank God, who gives us victory over sin and death through Jesus Christ our Lord!

Did you catch the other thing that we have victory over because of our faith in Jesus Christ?  DEATH ~!

I Should Always Be Excited About God’s Work

Most of the time that I start feeling like a loser is because I’ve lost my enthusiasm for God’s purpose and plan for my life. 
How long has it been since you were really excited about what God was doing in your life?  

58 So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and steady, always enthusiastic about the Lord's work, for you know that nothing you do for the Lord is ever useless. 

NLT

I love that last part again.  Nothing you do for the Lord is ever useless.  

No matter how insignificant we think what we’ve done for God is, it’s not useless. God is using it to build his vision and accomplish his victory.

Remember last week we said God’s vision is a building program?  

That means nothing I ever do for God, God’s people, or God’s church is ever useless. It’s accomplishing God’s vision and victory.

No matter how small or insignificant I think it is. 

There are people sitting in churches all across the country this morning who have a word written on their foreheads.  They’ve written on their themselves.  “USELESS”.  That’s how they see themselves.  

If you want to erase that word, just do something for God’s work.  Get excited again about what God is doing in your life.  Get excited about what God is doing in this church.  People are coming to Christ, families are finding significance, and God is building his a dwelling place for his presence.

What is it in your life right now that’s got you beat?  What is it that has made you feel like a loser?  Have you lost your excitement for serving God?  

Some of you feel like there’s something God wants you to do that’s in some uncharted territory.  It’s as foreign to you as a wristwatch is to a pig.  What you need to do is listen to your Heavenly Father today because he’s saying, “You can do it.”

But why should we access this victory?  Is it just so I can feel better about myself as a winner?  No.  There’s a much bigger reason. The ultimate reason for putting myself in the position for victory is because of what victory accomplishes.

Look at verse 21:

Eph 3:21

21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

NIV
When you and I access God’s grace, presence, vision and victory… it ultimately brings glory to God in the church and in Jesus. It’s something we can pass on to our children (“throughout all generations”).

What a legacy we can leave to our children and future generations.  

