Access

Part 3 – Access to God’s Vision

Ephesians 2:18-22

Introduction:

If you were going to a professional sporting event today, what would you need in order to get into the stadium?  Tickets right?  Tickets are another form of access.  
So far, we’ve discovered some pretty amazing stuff we have access to through faith in Jesus Christ.  (Grace & Presence ~)

But today, we’re going to see another exciting thing that we have access to.  

Turn in your bibles to Ephesians 2:

Eph 2:18-22

18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, 

Now, in the next few verses we get a glimpse at God’s vision for us.  

When you talk about vision, it usually means something like a dream of what you hope will happen.  Business men have a vision for their company.  Parents have a vision for their children.  Pastors have visions for their churches. Even children have a vision about what they want to be when they grow up.  

Well, God has a vision for his creation too.  The only difference is, God’s vision is a guarantee.  When we have a vision, it’s no guarantee. We need to add to our visions a lot of hard work, determination, and we need to depend on other people who may or may not join your vision.  

But when God has a vision, it’s going to happen.  And in the next few verses, we get access to God’s vision for his people.  Just check this out:

20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

NIV

Did you see it?  God’s vision for his children is that they become part of a living dwelling place for His Holy Spirit.

Now that may seem a little ambiguous at first.  I mean, what does that look like?  God wants me to be a part of something that He dwells in?  What does that mean?

Again, we’ve got to compare what we know now to what the people in the Old Testament knew.  

(Tabernacle and Temple were the dwelling place for God’s presence.) ~

But, now we’re told that since Jesus Christ has become the ultimate sacrifice, we now have access to God’s presence as individual believers. (That’s what we learned last week.)

But it doesn’t stop there.  God’s vision for you includes much more than just having access to His presence as an individual.  There’s something much bigger going on here.

God’s vision is a building program.  Not just a building program like we’ve gone through as a church. ~

God’s vision is a spiritual building program.  Paul uses a lot of construction terms in those verses we just read look again at it. Underline these seven different terms:

Foundation

Cornerstone 

Building

Joined together

Temple

Built

Dwelling

So let’s kind of sum up this access so far. Through faith in Jesus Christ alone, we have access to God’s Grace. ~ We also have access to God’s presence. ~  And now we learn that since we have gained access to His grace and presence, we also have been granted permission to become actual building blocks for the greatest structure ever envisioned; The church, the dwelling place of God.

What does it mean to you to be a part of the church? ~

A place to fellowship with people who have the same values ~

A place to learn more about the bible ~

A place where my kids can be taught more about the bible ~

A place to worship with others ~

A place that I go to on Sundays because that’s just the way I was raised ~

A place to get involved in serving others ~

Well, if that’s what being a part of a church is to you, you’re right. Church is all those things… BUT… it’s so much more!

Being a part of this Church does benefit you and I in so many ways, but being a this Church is more than just fellowshipping together, worshiping together, learning together, raising our kids together.  Being a part of this Church means being a part of God’s vision.  

Since Jesus Christ walked the earth with his disciples, God has been accomplishing his vision to construct a dwelling place for His Spirit.  You and I are a part of something much bigger than we could ever dream of.

(Peter’s confession ~ Matthew 16:16-18)

What Jesus started, God will finish. And you and I are a part of it.  You and I are not just a part of some club. We’re not just another chapter of the “I love Jesus” fan club. Our church’s history goes all the way back to Peter’s confession.

There are hundreds of thousands of churches all over the world who are meeting right now. They are all very different from each other. But there’s one thing in common with all of the churches who believe this Bible is the infallible Word of God, who believe that Jesus Christ is the son of God and salvation can be found in no other name but His.  Each of those churches are a part of a living temple, God’s vision, God’s building program.

So, what does that mean?  How does this translate?

God’s Vision:

God is Constructing A Dwelling Place

20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

He’s given us a Blue print. ~

People Are The Building Material

But the building materials are not brick and mortar, they are people.

This building is not the church. This building is just the place where the church meets.  

1 Cor 6:19

Don't you know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and who was given to you by God? 
Rom 8:9

9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.

You And I Are The Construction Workers

Eph 4:16

16 Under his direction, the whole body is fitted together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.

NLT

Growth is Our Contribution To God’s Vision
Eph 4:4

4 We are all one body, we have the same Spirit, and we have all been called to the same glorious future.

NLT

What glorious future?

In the end, Christ will be glorified for finishing what He started when the church becomes the final Kingdom of God. 
Rev 5:9-10

For you were killed, and your blood has ransomed people for God 

from every tribe and language and people and nation. 

10 And you have caused them to become God's Kingdom 

NLT
We have access to God’s vision, God’s Building program.  

But as we’ve discussed each week, to have access and to enjoy the access are two different things. 

You must decide if you’re going to enjoy the access to God’s vision. 

