Access

Part 2 – Access To God’s Presence

Ephesians 2:13-18

Introduction:

We’re continuing our series called “Access” . Remember, the word access means “permission granted to obtain, enter, or experience that which was previously off limits.”

Last week we discovered that the access we’re talking about isn’t just access to some club, or perk, or even some high security area.  We’re talking about access to a sacred relationship with the Almighty God of the Universe who created us. Last week we saw where that access starts. It starts with faith. Not just any faith. But faith in Jesus Christ. That gains us access to God’s Grace. 
Now today, we’re going to look at another place in the Scripture that we see the word access. Remember the word access only appears three times in the New Testament. Romans 5, Ephesians, 2 and Ephesians 3. 

Let’s look at Ephesians 2: 13 and 17-18.

Let’s see what else faith in Jesus gives us access to:

Eph 2:13

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ. 

NIV

Eph 2:17-18

17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.

NIV

Four words I want us to notice:

Far – He’s talking about  in relation to God.  Have you ever felt far away from God?

Near – Again, he’s talking about in relation to God.  It’s a beautiful picture.  Those who were far from God, Christ has brought near.

Have you ever been up close to someone who was famous?  

We get star struck. But have you ever thought that you have access to God Almighty?~!!

Peace – That’s what it takes for us to get near to God.  We have to be at peace with Him.  A lot of people think, “Well, I’m not a war with God.  We just have an agreement. He leaves me a lone and I leave Him alone.”  But the fact is, sin makes us on opposite sides with God.  The only way we can get near to God is to be at peace with God, and Jesus is our peace treaty.  He is the one who made peace for us with God. ~  

And then “Father” – Have you thought long and hard about that name?  

(Earthly Father – runs out of patience, time, and resources no matter how good of a dad they are.)

Heavenly Father – God never runs out of patience, never runs out of time, and never runs out of resources.  Let this sink in: God, the maker of the universe, the Almighty, Omnipotent, sustainer of the world, has given me access into His Grace, and because of the peace I can now have with Christ, He gives me access to His Presence like a perfect father gives access to His son.  WOW!

So let’s take some time now to answer the question: So What? ~

Because I now have access to God’s Presence:

I Can Communicate With Him 

Matt 6:6

6 But when you pray, go away by yourself, shut the door behind you, and pray to your Father secretly. Then your Father, who knows all secrets, will reward you.  

NLT

Heb 4:12

2 For the word of God is living and active.

NIV

I Can Run To Him When I’m Hurt or Afraid

Heb 4:16

16 So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it. 

NLT

I Can Enjoy A Close Relationship With Him

Heb 10:22

2 let us go right into the presence of God , with true hearts fully trusting him.

NLT

I Can Depend On Him to Provide

Phil 4:19

God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

NKJV

I Can Know I’ll be with Him Forever

John 14:1-4

"Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.  2 In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 

NKJV

