Friday, November 30, 7:30pm, at the Rhinebeck Methodist Church
Historian Marilyn Hatch will speak on the history of the Rhinebeck United Methodist Church. This is
the next program in our multiyear study of the churches of Rhinebeck.
Refreshments will be served.
( 83 East Market Street across from Town Hall)
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Here is the website:
pictures and the new evaluation and photographs from
2012. All you have to do is click on the ‘Rhinebeck
http://www.Fultonhistory.com
Historic District Information’ link near the bottom of the
list of searchable databases at:
Lastly, please check out the flyer inside for information
about our RHS Holiday Party at the Rhinecliff on
http://www.rhinebeckhistory.org/
December 14.
David Miller, President
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Originally, these structures had wide, lapped weatherboard
siding and wood-shingled roofs. Hay was stored upon poles
which rested on massive horizontal overhead beams.

Rhinebeck Vernacular
By Don McTernan
"Reading" a rural cultural landscape can be an exciting and
satisfying pastime. Did you know that all buildings, fences,
and field patterns are materialized ideas? They are part of
our material culture; that is, they are material things created
by humans. As a Chinese proverb states, "The pot is not
separate from the mind of the potter." This truism holds for
most human-made things.

The barn floorplan displays the spacing of its posts. Each
pair of posts support a horizontal "anchor" beam which has
through-tenons which are wedged and pegged. This framing
unit is called a "bent" or truss. These bents have an "H"
configuration, although the anchor beam is slightly higher
than the middle of the posts. The Wurtemburg barn has four
bents, creating three bays or intervals between bents. There
are purlin plates on top of the bent posts which support the
roof rafters. The lower ends of the rafters are supported by
the plates at the top of the side walls. The central aisle floor
is of wide, thick planks which are secured with pegs. As
described above, this is where threshing of grain took place.

As one feature of a cultural landscape, old barns are
important because, as utilitarian structures, they were not
subject to the tides of changing fashion as most dwellings
were. Eighteenth and nineteenth century Americans altered
their houses to keep up-to-date, but not their barns - at least
not until the late 1800's, when scientific farm journals
became popular. Many pre-1900 barns which survive are
relics of ancient European culture transplanted to America.
These vernacular, or "folk" buildings, are material
expressions of ideas which had been passed down from
father to son over many generations in a tradition. Folk
tradition is a way of doing or making things that are
produced out of ideas which are old to the maker and are out
of style with the popular fashions of the time.

Based on extant evidence, this circa early 1800s barn's two
pairs of large, gable-end doors originally had wooden
hinges. All of the major timbers in the frame of this barn
are of hewn oak. All of its mortise tenon and other joints
were hand-cut. Obviously, this barn was constructed by
skilled barnwrights, who understood well the form and
function of this important agricultural component.

The most distinctive and widely distributed feature of local
traditional material culture is the Dutch barn, of which there
are many examples extant in Dutch/German settlement areas
of the Hudson Valley, albeit their number is growing
smaller each year. The roots of this vernacular building lie
in iron-age Saxony. In its ancient form, humans, animals,
tools, and produce were sheltered under one roof. The
roughly square floor plan and picture are of a Dutch type
barn with additions in the Wurtemburg section of
Rhinebeck. In its New-World form, the barn's rustic
apartment for humans has been eliminated, but the
traditional tripartite, one-level arrangement of space
preserved. The wide, central runway with large double
wagon doors at each end served as a threshing floor and
wagon shelter. Cows and horses were stabled in side aisle
stalls facing into the center. New-World Dutch barns were
constructed of broadaxe-hewn and sawn wood. The only
stone used served to keep the sills up off the ground.

It is a proven fact that the cultural landscape can yield more
objective information about eighteenth and nineteenth
century American life than the history generated by the few
- the written record. Human life has never been simple,
although we tend to romanticize the past, having fantasies
about simple folk who lived in quaint houses and led
relatively care-free lives. Undoubtedly, the "good old days"
exist only in our troubled-times minds. Even a "primitive"
barn, which has become a nostalgic icon in contemporary
American thought, is in reality a complex, cultural survivor,
capable of speaking to us of past human needs, skills, and
aspirations.
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