Friday, September 25, at 7:30 PM, in the Mary Frazer Local History room of the Starr Library
Historian Steven Mann will lecture on the history of the Frost family, one of Rhinebeck’s oldest and
most important families. Refreshments will be served.
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When you drive from Rhinebeck to Poughkeepsie no
doubt you have noticed the little stone structures with
curved pieces of brownstone inside of them. When I
first moved to Rhinebeck I wondered what they were.
After asking some questions and doing some research
and I discovered that they mark off the miles from New
York City all the way to Albany. And, the person who
originally had them installed on the road was none
other than Ben Franklin.

I am saddened to report that our archivist, Elaine
Cruickshank, has left us to enjoy the rest of her
retirement across the river. For the past 7 years
Elaine has worked tirelessly on every Thursday.
Mike and I have enjoyed her company. I will sorely
miss the great talks that we had during lunch. And, if
there are any errors in this newsletter, it is Elaine’s
fault because she was not here to do her usual
proofreading for me.

The U.S. Postal Service website says that Franklin was
appointed Post Master of Philadelphia in 1737. He was
promoted to Deputy Postmaster General for the British
Crown in 1753. He was then fired by the British in
1774 for engaging in seditious activities and
reappointed by the Continental Congress the following
year as our first Postmaster General.

At our last program for the spring season in May,
Professors Johanna and Robert Titus, authors of
‘The Hudson Valley in the Ice Age: A Geological
History & Tour’, columnists for the Kaatskill Life
magazine, and professors at area colleges, shared
their insights into how glaciers shaped the Hudson
Valley, the Catskills, and the Rhinebeck area. They
were fabulous. You can see the program on
PandaTV23 and on our website.

It was during this time that Albany Post Road received
major improvements to enable the carrying of the mail
by both stagecoach and horseback. In those days, postal
rates were set by the distance the letter had to travel. So
it was important to have mile markers on all roads.
There are accounts that tell of Franklin rigging up a
crude odometer, tying it to the back of his horse
carriage and marking out the miles himself. This is the
stuff that legends are made of but who knows its
validity. Mile marker construction began before the
Revolutionary War started and was completed by its
end.

We continue to make progress with the Astor map
collection donated by Kay Verrilli. Mike Frazier and
volunteer Connie Lown have been cataloguing and
flattening and repairing the maps in preparation for
scanning. Volunteer Eve D’Ambra, a Vassar College
professor, has arraiged for us to use one of the large
scanners at the college. Mike and Connie have been
taking some of the maps down to Vassar for
scanning. They have already hundreds of them. We
will be using the $5,000 grant from the Frost
Foundation to scan the larger and more delicate
maps. We hope to show off some of the gems from
the new Astor map collection at one of our programs
in the spring of 2016 as well as putting them up on
our website for all to see.

Originally the markers were simply the small pieces of
brownstone planted on the side of the road. During
Franklin Roosevelt’s time as president he undertook a
project to build small fieldstone structures to house and
protect the brownstone markers.
There are several markers in the center of Rhinebeck
for miles 98 through 100. Below is an old map showing
markers from 89 to 100.
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Mile 99 is on Montgomery Street just down the hill
from Northern Dutchess Hospital in front of 120
Montgomery. In 2013 a tree fell during a storm and
crushed the monument. This is what it looked like 50
years ago and then last year after the damage from tree.

The marker for mile 98 (in the title Rynbeck flats) is in
the wall of the Astor home on the left side of their main
driveway. It says ’98 Miles to N.York’.
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Concerned that this important piece of history might be
lost forever I spent many months calling around to find
someone to fix the monument. Patsy Costello at the
Hyde Park Historical society put me in touch with Carl
Grieco who had restored some of the mile markers in
Hyde Park. Last fall I met with Carl and his brother
Frank, both retired masons, who, among other projects
had helped to build the United Nations building in New
York City. We met in the spring to plan the work. In
the meantime, we put out the word to our members
asking for donations to pay for the restoration. Many of
you rose to the occasion and we thank you for your
contributions.

Well, after this horrible winter finally ended I spoke
with Carl to plan the project. He and Frank worked for
several days slowly building up the monument stone by
stone. Finally, by May, it was done. Here is what it
looks like today.

Just a note about mile marker 100. It is situated just
down the hill from number 99 at the intersection of Mt.
Rutsen Road and Old Albany Post Road which is not
even a quarter mile distance from number 99. Its proper
location should be a further up Old Albany Post Road
close to 9G. Rumor has it that the farmer, who owned
the property where the marker was set, moved it back
to the intersection because it inhibited his ability to
plow the land. I wanted to let you know that before you
start thinking that something went wrong with
Franklin’s odometer.

This was a fun project for the Historical Society to
undertake and we were glad to be able to preserve some
of Rhinebeck’s history. Mike and I debated having
someone recarve ’99 Miles to N. York’ into the
brownstone but we decided to leave it as it was before the
tree fell.
Already people are asking that mile marker 100 be moved
back to it’s proper location on Old Post Road. Please be
patient and give us some time to figure out if that can be
done.
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The Rhinebeck Historical Society

A Hudson River Cruise

Saturday October 17th, 2015
3:30pm—6:00pm
Come celebrate the fall season on a cruise down the Hudson from Rhinecliff to Hyde Park. Learn
about the important estates and historic properties from the unique perspective of viewing them
from the river with narration by Mike Frazier. Boarding time is 3:30 pm and departure by 4:00
pm, (earlier if all have boarded). Parking is available at the train station lot.

Enjoy light hors d'oeuvres & soft drinks and a cash bar for beer and wine
For information call 845.876.7462 or e-mail michaelfrazier@earthlink.net
-------------------------------------------------------------------------Please detach and send with check payable to RHS, Mail to Rhinebeck Historical Society PO Box 291 Rhinebeck, NY 12572
Name____________________________________________ Address_________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________ # of tickets___________ at $40 per person Amount enclosed $____________
Email ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Seating is limited to 50 people. Reservations required and will be made first-come, first served per
date check is received in the mail. RHS will confirm by email or phone. Checks must be received no
later than 14 October, 2015.

The Rhinebeck Historical
Society thanks our supporting
Business Members

Attention Panda TV 23Viewers:

The RHS is looking for volunteers
to help in the local history room at
the Starr Library. The room is
open to the public on Thursdays
from 10 am to 4 pm. Scholars and
researchers come in looking for
help with their work, and others
send in research requests via
email. Volunteers could either
assist them directly or do so
indirectly by working with the
collections in our archives. No
prior research skills are necessary.
However, attention to detail,
interest in history, delight in
working with other people, and joy
at solving puzzles are all most
desirable. It is a great opportunity
to learn about our town while
helping others. For information
call Mike Frazier at 845.876.7462
or e-mail
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net.

All members are encouraged to
submit articles for publication in
our newsletter. If you have done
some research on a historical
subject, visited a historic site or
simply have some history about
our town that you would like to
share, please contact us for
information about how to submit
an article for inclusion in the
newsletter. For information call
David Miller – 845-876-0246
or e-mail
dhmny@aol.com.

As of July 23, 2013, you will no
longer be able to view channel 23
without digital equipment such as a
Time Warner Cable provided set
top box, digital adapter or Cable
Card. These cable cards are
available from Time Warner.
Please visit
www.TWC.com/digitaladapter or
call 855-286-1736 for more
information. If your television
already has a digital set top
box/adapter, QAM tuner or
CableCard, your access to this
channel will continue without the
need for additional equipment.
You can also view our Historical
Society videos on our website.
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Come visit the Rhinebeck Historical Society Archives!
We are open Thursdays 10-4 in the Local History Room
the lower level of the Starr Library in Rhinebeck
Please call or e-mail to let us know you are coming:
845-876-7462
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net

Visit us on the web @ Rhinebeckhistoricalsociety.org

THE RHINEBECK HISTORICAL SOCIETY - UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Saturday, October 17, at 3:30 PM, at the Rhinecliff Dock, ‘A Hudson River Cruise’,
Come celebrate the fall season on a cruise down the Hudson from Rhinecliff to Hyde
Park. Learn about the important estates and historic properties from the unique
perspective of viewing them from the river with narration by Mike Frazier. Boarding
time is 3:30 pm and departure by 4:00 pm, (earlier if all have boarded). Parking is
available at the train station lot.
(flyer inside of this newsletter)
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Friday, September 25, at 7:30 PM, in the Mary Frazer Local History room of the Starr Library
Historian Steven Mann will lecture on the history of the Frost family, one of Rhinebeck’s oldest and
most important families. Refreshments will be served.

