Friday, May 29, at 7:30 PM, in the Mary Frazer Local History Room of the Starr Library
Professors Johanna and Robert Titus, authors of the The Hudson Valley in the Ice Age: A Geological History &
Tour, columnists for the Kaatskill Life magazine and professors at area colleges, will share their insights into
how glaciers shaped the Hudson Valley, the Catskills, and the Rhinebeck area. The Hudson Valley will not look
the same after you hear their fascinating explorations. Refreshments will be served.

SAVE THESE DATES

RHS: Summer 2015

hand corner and enter ‘CLC-DAR’ in the ‘Title’ field
and click search. All of the items come up and the
ones with a blue media link are viewable.

President's Message Summer 2015
Our three programs this spring were all well
attended. Tony Musso’s talk on Staatsburg – A
Village Lost in Time; Neil Murray’s talk on the life
of a Revolutionary War soldier, and Don McTernan
and my talk on the CLC-DAR collection were all
filmed and can be seen on PANDA, YouTube or
borrowed from the Starr Library.

I have several very large books to scan, but due to
their size it will take a bit of time to complete the
project. I hope to be able to scan more over the
summer.
One of the large books, the ledger book of William
Styles jeweler, clockmaker, and silversmith—is 170
pages long and provides a glimpse into what life was
like in Rhinebeck in the early 1800’s. It is a really
exciting read but its size will make the scanning
process a bit longer.

We are pleased to announce that the Frost
Foundation gave RHS a $5,000 grant to scan the
Astor map collection donated by Kay Verrilli. Mike
Frazier and volunteer Connie Lown have been
cataloguing and flattening the maps in preparation
for the scanning. Connie has become a wiz at
archival repair of the maps that were damaged. We
hope to be able to get them scanned later in the year
and up on the web shortly after that.

I have scanned another 300 old photos of Rhinebeck
from our collection and hope to have them up on the
web later in the Spring. Mike Frazier continues to
scan the board minutes of the Village of Rhinebeck.
Minute-taking of board meetings started at the
beginning of 1834. Since the first one hundred years
are in script Mike is taking the time to create a
description of the key items that were discussed at
each meeting so that it can be searchable once it goes
up on the web.

The RHS recently received a magnificent collection
of over fifty letters and two diaries written by
Rhinebeck native Benjamin Hevenor, mostly during
his Civil War service with colleagues from
Rhinebeck in the 150th NY Infantry Regiment.
Volunteer Jeff Antevil has been diligently scanning
that collection for us. RHS looks forward to a series
of articles Jeff plans to write about Benjamin’s
experiences.

In addition, Mike and I are also working with Mayor
Heath Tortarella on a historic display for Rhinebeck
Village Hall. We plan to copy some of the historic
maps for reprinting for the Mayor’s office and a
rolling display of historic photos of Rhinebeck for
the main lobby. Both of these projects are in RHS’s
role as official historian for the Village.

Board member Peggy LaBelle and volunteer Eve
D’Ambra continue to catalogue and scan the
Southlands collection that was saved from the fire
several years ago.
Thanks to our tech guru Steve Hubbert, the CLCDAR collection is now up on the web. Over 500
photos, maps, deeds, letters and prints are now
viewable. First, go to the RHS website or to the
Consortium of Rhinebeck History website and click
on the ‘Archives of the Rhinebeck Historical
Society’. Then click on ‘Search’ in the upper left

We have received many membership renewals for
this year. If you have not already renewed your
membership we hope you will consider doing so.
The RHS appreciates your support.
David Miller, President
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entourage departed New York City on the
steamship “James Kent” for a trip up the Hudson
River for six days of celebrations. The scheduled
stops were West Point, Newburgh, Poughkeepsie,
Staatsburg, Clermont, Catskill, and Albany.
Rhinecliff was not included!

Rhinecliff and the Marquis LaFayette visit
By Jack Conklin
In 1824, President James Monroe invited
the Revolutionary War hero, the Marquis de
LaFayette, to visit the United States. Monroe had
just issued his famous declaration warning
European powers from interfering in the Americas,
and was hoping a celebration of Revolutionary War
history would inspire some needed patriotism.

At West Point, the Superintendent, Sylvanus
Thayer, canceled classes and hosted a Review of
the Corps. Dignitaries from New York, Newburgh,
and Poughkeepsie were in attendance. The widow
of Alexander Hamilton was escorted by Lafayette
to the ceremonies. Lafayette gave a patriotic
speech and was introduced to each Cadet.
Sylvanus Thayer was considered the father of the
Military Academy for his revolutionary theory of
instruction. He introduced small classes and daily
individual recitation, the backbone of instruction
still in use today.

It had been forty years since a nineteen year
old French aristocrat, offered his military services
to General George Washington and was quickly
made a Major General in the Continental Army.
Washington needed skilled officers to staff his new
army and eagerly enlisted the help of foreign
volunteers. He added the services of the German
Baron Von Steuben, the Polish Thaddeus
Kosciusko, and our own Richard Montgomery, an
Englishman, recently retired from the British Army
and married to Janet Livingston. This evident
shortage of qualified leaders, led Washington to
advocate for the establishment of West Point,
arguing the new Nation should not have to rely on
foreign officers in time of War.

After ceremonies at Newburgh and
Poughkeepsie, the “James Kent” stopped at
Staatsburg for a luncheon at the estate of General
Morgan Lewis, a veteran of the Revolutionary War,
and married to Gertrude Livingston. The highlight
of the day was to be a dinner and grand ball at
Clermont, the manor house of Robert Livingston.
All the Livingstons would be invited, Janet
Montgomery, Alida Armstrong, Margaret Tillotson,
Gertrude Lewis, all having Generals for husbands.
All the clan except the “black sheep” of the family
– Colonel Henry Beekman Livingston of
Rhinecliff!

Lafayette was an accomplished soldier, an
excellent leader. He was wounded at Brandywine
in 1777, spent the horrible winter at Valley Forge
with Washington, and excelled in the final battles
around Yorktown that ended the War. His war time
association with Washington and his officers and
their ideals of freedom and democratic principals,
fostered his own determination to speak out when
he returned to France. Exiled for his liberal views
and harassed by the Monarchy, he was eager to
accept a trip back to his friends in America.
Favorably influenced by his years with the officers
of the Continental Army, he named his son
“Georges Washington” and considered Alexander
Hamilton, not only a good friend but a brother.
Lafayette was beloved by the new American
country and was given a hero’s welcome on his
return.
On September 14th of 1824, the Lafayette

Henry had inherited the Rhinecliff Kip
House from his grandfather Col Henry Beekman,
and lived close enough to his siblings, but his
erratic behavior and aggressive attitude towards his
wife and daughter, were the cause of the
Livingston family censure. For all his faults, and
there were many, he had been reliable leader in
battle. He was said “to be brave to the point of
recklessness but chafed under military discipline
especially if a superior officer was perceived as
sociably inferior”. Otherwise, his war time service
was commendable.
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considerable losses. Henry's success allowed
Washington to pull victory from defeat. Col Henry
Livingston had a solid reputation as a soldier,
Henry was not invited to the Lafayette
celebration at his brother's Manor house.
Instead, Henry took a row boat from Rhinecliff out
on the Hudson to meet the “James Trent” as it
steamed towards Clermont. As reported by Geoff
Benton in his article in the “Journal of the
American Revolution”, the captain stopped and
brought the old man aboard. Lafayette recognized
his old comrade and the two embraced. The two
chatted about the old days, about hardships
endured and battles survived.

He was on the staff of Gen Richard
Montgomery, who was married to his sister Janet,
during the campaign in Canada. After
Montgomery's death at the battle of Quebec and
the retreat from Canada, Henry took command of
the river fortifications at Fort Montgomery and
Fort Constitution near West Point. Livingston was
with Washington at the battle of Brooklyn. He and
his men were trapped behind enemy lines, and
rather than surrender, they continued to harass the
British and eventually escaped across Long Island
Sound to Connecticut. He was court marshaled for
criticizing his superior and was reprimanded. Even
so, Washington gave him command of the New
York 4th Regiment and ordered him north to help
repel the British marching south under Burgoyne.
At the successful Battle of Saratoga, Henry once
again excelled.

Henry was rowed back to Rhinecliff and
Lafayette proceeded to the ball!

Col Livingston spent the winter at Valley
Forge with Von Steuben and Lafayette, both of
whom he admired. In June of 1778 during the
battle of Mammoth, Henry's 4th New York were
leading a strong detachment of 5000 patriots
pursuing the British back towards New York.
When General Lee, in command of the
detachment, tried to retreat when contact was
made, Washington relieved him on the spot and
began to personally rally his soldiers. Livingston
and his 4th were assigned the “rear guard” holding
action, one of the most difficult of military
maneuvers, while Washington reorganized the
troops. The 4th preformed with great spirit but with

Courtesy of Rhinebeck Historical Society
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The Rhinebeck Historical
Society thanks our supporting
Business Members

Attention Panda TV 23Viewers:

The RHS is looking for volunteers
to help in the local history room at
the Starr Library. The room is
open to the public on Thursdays
from 10 am to 4 pm. Scholars and
researchers come in looking for
help with their work, and others
send in research requests via
email. Volunteers could either
assist them directly or do so
indirectly by working with the
collections in our archives. No
prior research skills are necessary.
However, attention to detail,
interest in history, delight in
working with other people, and joy
at solving puzzles are all most
desirable. It is a great opportunity
to learn about our town while
helping others. For information
call Mike Frazier at 845.876.7462
or e-mail
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net.

All members are encouraged to
submit articles for publication in
our newsletter. If you have done
some research on a historical
subject, visited a historic site or
simply have some history about
our town that you would like to
share, please contact us for
information about how to submit
an article for inclusion in the
newsletter. For information call
David Miller – 845-876-0246
or e-mail
dhmny@aol.com.

As of July 23, 2013, you will no
longer be able to view channel 23
without digital equipment such as a
Time Warner Cable provided set
top box, digital adapter or Cable
Card. These cable cards are
available from Time Warner.
Please visit
www.TWC.com/digitaladapter or
call 855-286-1736 for more
information. If your television
already has a digital set top
box/adapter, QAM tuner or
CableCard, your access to this
channel will continue without the
need for additional equipment.
You can also view our Historical
Society videos on our website.
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Come visit the Rhinebeck Historical Society Archives!
We are open Thursdays 10-4 in the Local History Room
the lower level of the Starr Library in Rhinebeck
Please call or e-mail to let us know you are coming:
845-876-7462
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net

Visit us on the web @ Rhinebeckhistoricalsociety.org

THE RHINEBECK HISTORICAL SOCIETY - UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Have a great summer and stay tuned for our August newsletter which will list all of our Fall programs
beginning with:

Friday, September 25, at 7:30 PM, in the Mary Frazer Local History room of the Starr Library
Historian Steven Mann will lecture on the history of the Frost family, one of Rhinebeck’s oldest and most
important families. Refreshments will be served.

SAVE THESE DATES

Friday, May 29, at 7:30 PM, in the Mary Frazer Local History Room of the Starr Library
Professors Johanna and Robert Titus, authors of the ‘The Hudson Valley in the Ice Age: A Geological History
& Tour’, columnists for the Kaatskill Life magazine, and professors at area colleges, will share their insights
into how glaciers shaped the Hudson Valley, the Catskills, and the Rhinebeck area. The Hudson Valley will
not look the same after you hear their fascinating explorations. Refreshments will be served.

