Friday, February 27th, at 7:30 PM, in the Mary Frazer Local History Room of the Starr Library
Tony Musso will discuss his new book ‘Staatsburg: A Village Lost in Time’. Tony, a weekly
columnist with the Gannett newspapers, has been a guest lecturer at the RHS many times in the past.
We look forward to another great evening with Tony. Refreshments will be served.

SAVE THESE DATES

RHS: Spring 2015
President's Message Spring 2015

We had a host of exciting programs over the past few
months. In November over 80 people came to hear
Brian Plumb speak on his recently released book
“Rhinebeck’s Historic Beekman Arms.” Guests at our
well attended holiday party at the Rhinecliff enjoyed a
great show “A Christmas Haunting at the Rhinecliff,”
performed by the actors of the Theatre on the Road
company. In January former Mayor Peter Sipperley
told us about life in Rhinebeck during World War II
and Korea.

Ice Harvesting in the Hudson Valley
By David Miller
Many of us have lived all of our lives with a
refrigerator in the kitchen. We never have to worry
about our food spoiling and we can reach into our
freezer and grab a cup of ice to cool our drinks on a
hot summer day. But a century or two ago keeping
food from spoiling was a challenge and having a dish
of ice cream was a rare and expensive treat.

Great things are happening in technology at the RHS as
we work to put up our collection on the web. There are
over a thousand maps in the Frank J. Teal collection.
Frank J. Teal, who prepared most of the maps, was a
surveyor who did most of his professional work in
Rhinebeck and Red Hook. And many of his papers are
in the RHS archives -- passed along to us through the
good graces of Winthrop Aldrich and others from Red
Hook. 220 of the maps have been scanned so far with
another hundred scans planned for this year. With the
help of Steve Hubbert, the scanned maps are now on
the Web. Go to RHINEBECKHISTORY.ORG. The
next to last entry on the main page is the TEAL MAPS
COLLECTION. This is a listing of all the maps. There
is a new ‘Media Link’ in blue on the entries for maps
that have been uploaded. Click on the media link to
view the map.

Before refrigerators and ice making machines were
invented the only way to have ice in our homes was
to buy it from an ice company. Our ancestors were
very fortunate to live in the Hudson Valley where ice
companies would spend the coldest part of the
winter, usually 6 weeks around the month of
February, harvesting ice from the many lakes in the
valley, including our very own Crystal Lake, and, of
course, from the Hudson River. The ice would be
stored in ice houses which were insulated buildings
where the ice was covered with hay or saw dust to
preserve it during summer months. The ice company
would then deliver ice to your house for use in your
ice box.
As a child, I remember an ice truck parked in front of
my apartment building in the Manhattan delivering
large blocks of ice. The men lifted the blocks out of
the truck using large tongs and put them into rolling
carts for delivery to their customers. I was impressed
with the strength that it took for them to be able to
lift such a heavy load. The picture below shows how
ice boxes worked. The ice was put into the freezer
compartment on the left where it would keep food in
the right refrigerator compartment cold for days.

This is just the beginning. During the coming years we
hope to have many more items from our collection up
on the web. We are now working on the CLC-DAR
collection that I scanned last year. We hope to have
much of that collection up on the Web this year.
We have received many membership renewals so far
this year. If you have not already renewed your
membership, I have included a form in this newsletter.
The RHS appreciates your support.
David Miller, President
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The blocks were then pulled out of the water and stored in
warehouses until they were needed for local use or for
shipment to NY City.
At Slate Dock in Rhinecliff, Knickerbocker employed
150 men at an ice warehouse that could house 33,000 tons
of ice. The warehouse was on the river side of the tracks
so that the ice could be hauled up from the river on the
west side and lowered into rail cars on the east side for
transportation to the city.

Courtesy Becky’s Antique Barn, Auburn, IL

Locally the Knickerbocker ice company had warehouses
at Staatsburg, Rhinebeck and Esopus, which were just
three of their 65 facilities along the full length of the
river. The ice was harvested using horses. The first step
was for the horse to pull a planer to shave off any snow or
slush to get down to the pure ice. The horses then pulled a
cutter in the same manner that they would pull a plow.
Courtesy of Museum of Rhinebeck History

In addition to the ice from Rhinecliff, locals harvested ice
from Crystal Lake. Ice was cut by hand in the first picture
below and then loaded by conveyor belt into the
warehouse in the second picture.

Courtesy of Greater West Bloomfield Michigan Historic Society

After the horse made the first cut, the blocks had to be cut
the rest of the way by hand. Knickerbocker alone
employed 6,000 men along the river at the peak of the
harvesting season.

Courtesy of Museum of Rhinebeck History

Courtesy of Museum of Rhinebeck History
Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Much of my research was done using hundreds of
articles from the New York Times archives. Every
year articles reported on the status of the ice crop
because of its importance to New York City’s
economy especially to its food and restaurant
business.

archives. Knickerbocker, American, Washington and
other ice companies were reviled in the press because
of their monopolistic control of the ice trade. The
newspaper is full of articles about strikes over low
wages, price gouging by the ice companies and antitrust lawsuits against the ice companies by the New
York State Attorney General. There was even one
about an ice company hiring some tugboats to ride
through the ice field of one of their rivals and ruin
the crop.

The Hudson Valley ice industry began in the early
1800’s harvesting Hudson River ice from
Poughkeepsie to Albany. They were able to do this
because the river was mostly closed to traffic midwinter with just a few ice breakers attempting
passage during that time. The industry expanded in
the late 1800, as New York City’s population grew,
eventually employing 20,000 men and 1,000 horses
along the entire length of the river and shipping 4
million tons of ice to the city each year. At its peak
the men could store 200,000 tons away in a single
day in the warehouses in the Hudson valley. This
much ice was needed because the city would
consume 10-20,000 tons of ice a day during the
summer months. The industry employed local
farmers, idled by the winter but many of the men
also came from the city for the 6 week season via the
Hudson River Railroad.

1890 was one of the warmest winters of the century
and was the beginning of the end for the ice industry.
Very little ice was obtained from the river, which
pushed prices up because ice had to be brought from
Maine by boat to the city. The reaction was to build
factories to make artificial ice. The first mention of
artificial ice that I found in the Times was in 1891.
Factories opened that summer in the city creating the
first competition for the river ice business and
beginning its long decline. This is also the first time
that pollution is mentioned as a problem with river
ice, a problem that became worse as the 20th century
began. There was also a pollution problem created by
the growing Hudson River Railroad. In the early
days icemen could harvest close to shore in the coves
and bays. But, the coal burning locomotives forced
them deeper into the river to avoid the dirty ice that
was full of cinders.

Just like farming, ice harvesting was dependent on
the weather. The warm winter of 1871 created a
shortage and high prices just after the cold winter of
1870 brought in a bumper crop. Most years the
companies started the season with a reasonable
leftover supply to guard against a warm winter. High
prices, from warm winters, resulted in many deaths
in the NYC tenements due to people, unable to afford
ice, consuming spoiled food. A warm winter also
brought much suffering to the workers who
depended on their wages from the ice harvest to
make it through the winter. In an average year the
icemen, in total, would earn $500,000 in wages. An
example of the types of ice articles in the NY Times
was January 15, 1875 where the men were offered
$1.25 to $1.50 a day. They went on strike all up and
down the river demanding $1.75 to work on the river
and $2 to work inside of the ice houses. Strike
banners were put up in front of saloons in many
towns. One read “The first man who goes to work for
$1.25 or $1.50 will get his neck broke”. Since the
crop promised to be the best in 15 years the
companies agreed to the higher wages 3 days later.
There are dozens of articles like this in the Times

These first ice machines used crude compressors
similar to the ones in present day air conditioners but
they used ammonia instead of Freon or one of the
newer non ozone destroying chemicals. In the early
20th century these machines, using electric motors,
began to produce massive amounts of artificial ice.
There was a brief reprieve for the ice harvesting
industry during World War I when the government
commandeered most of the ammonia in the country
for the manufacture of artillery shells. The August 9,
1925 edition of the New York Times carried an
‘obituary’ for the ice industry titled “Hudson River
Ice Industry Near an End – Artificial plants supply
the city with 23,000 tons daily – Old storage houses
empty now.” Although some of the towns along the
river continued to harvest winter ice for local use for
another decade or two, the ice industry that, in its
heyday, generated 4 million tons of ice a year was
gone as was the winter employment for 20,000 men.
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December 17, 2014
Dear Member or Prospective Member:
This past year has been very productive, and we look forward to an even better year ahead. We need
your support as we move ahead, so we are asking you to update your membership, or if you are new to
our organization, to become a member. Dues cover the period January 1 through December 31, 2015.
Dues remain our largest source of funds, and we are blessed with a large and faithful membership.
We continue to provide the services our membership and the public at large expect. Those services
include monthly programs about local history and a quarterly newsletter. The heart of our mission
involves collecting, protecting, and sharing important documents from Rhinebeck’s past. Recent
donations include over 50 Benjamin Hevenor Civil War letters and more than 250 maps from Kay
Verrilli’s Astor Map Collection. We have just started a project to scan the Village of Rhinebeck’s
minutes dating from 1834, so that those records can be more readily available to the public. We
continue to work on collections entrusted to us by photographer Tom Daley, by the Southlands
Foundation and by the Chancellor Livingston Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution.
Usage of www.RhinebeckHistory.org shows that the Teal Map collection and the Rhinebeck postcard
collection are increasingly viewed by visitors to the website, and we are working to make more
available at that site. And we have committed to restoring the ancient mile marker on Upper
Montgomery Street (we welcome any additional donations to the fund to support this project).
We continue to be open to the public at the local history room on the lower level of the Starr Library
every Thursday throughout the year from 10 AM to 4 PM. While many of our research requests come
to us via email, we continue to experience increased on-site usage of our resources and welcome
anyone there with questions about our local history.
Two years ago we asked your help in containing costs by opting out of receiving our printed
newsletter, and we appreciate the third of our membership who said no, you do not need the printed
version. We will continue to print and mail the newsletter to those who want to receive it as a printed
document, and we especially realize that we have an obligation to those among our members who do
not have an email address. For all with an email address, we are emailing the newsletter as a pdf—
the biggest advantage of the email newsletter is the images are in color.
RHS is registered with the IRS as a 501-c-3 non-profit organization and a charity, so that any donation
is tax deductible. We very much need and appreciate your support.
Sincerely,

Michael Frazier
Treasurer
845-876-7462
Michaelfrazier@earthlink.net
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In
ndividuaal………
………..…
…………
………..$$25.00
Family…
F
…………
………………..…
……..….$$35.00
Senior/St
S
tudent…
……………………
…..…...$20.00
Business
B
/Organizzation…
…………………..$75.00
Includes ad in quarterly newsletters, and a link
l
on our weebsite to yours

Amount
A
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…………
…$_______
ADDIT
TIONAL DONAT
TION FOR
R 2015
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O
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…………
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your supp
port—RHS is a 501-c-3 nonprofit orrganization aand your meembership is tax-deductible
to the fulll extent allowed by law..

Namee______
________
_______
________
_____________________
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_______
________
___________________________
______
_______
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State

Z
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_______
_______
____
Phonee ______
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ail______
_______
_______
____________________________
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mail addreess will automaticallly receive color
electron
nic newsleetter as a Pdf attach
hment.

If you ALSO want
w
to reeceive PR
RINTED version of the neewsletter in
the US
S mail, circle one:: Yes or No
N

The Rhinebeck Historical
Society thanks our supporting
Business Members

All members are encouraged to
submit articles for publication in
our newsletter. If you have done
some research on a historical
subject, visited a historic site or
simply have some history about
our town that you would like to
share, please contact us for
information about how to submit
an article for inclusion in the
newsletter. For information call
David Miller – 845-876-0246
or e-mail
dhmny@aol.com.

Attention Panda TV 23Viewers:

The RHS is looking for volunteers
to help in the local history room at
the Starr Library. The room is
open to the public on Thursdays
from 10 am to 4 pm. Scholars and
researchers come in looking for
help with their work, and others
send in research requests via
email. Volunteers could either
assist them directly or do so
indirectly by working with the
collections in our archives. No
prior research skills are necessary.
However, attention to detail,
interest in history, delight in
working with other people, and joy
at solving puzzles are all most
desirable. It is a great opportunity
to learn about our town while
helping others. For information
call Mike Frazier at 845.876.7462
or e-mail
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net.

As of July 23, 2013, you will no
longer be able to view channel 23
without digital equipment such as a
Time Warner Cable provided set
top box, digital adapter or Cable
Card. These cable cards are
available from Time Warner.
Please visit
www.TWC.com/digitaladapter or
call 855-286-1736 for more
information. If your television
already has a digital set top
box/adapter, QAM tuner or
CableCard, your access to this
channel will continue without the
need for additional equipment.
You can also view our Historical
Society videos on our website.

Stamp
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Come visit the Rhinebeck Historical Society Archives!
We are open Thursdays 10-4 in the Local History Room
the lower level of the Starr Library in Rhinebeck
Please call or e-mail to let us know you are coming:
845-876-7462
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net

Visit us on the web @ Rhinebeckhistoricalsociety.org

THE RHINEBECK HISTORICAL SOCIETY - UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Friday, March 20, at 7:30 PM, in the Mary Frazer Local History Room of the Starr Library
Neil Murray an educator, re-enactor, and military historian, will show us how "A Revolutionary War
Soldier Comes to Life.” This lecture will be a "show and tell" of the material, culture and daily life
of common soldiers of the American Revolution, including some from Rhinebeck. Refreshments will be
served.
Friday April 24, 7:30 PM in the Mary Frazer Local History Room of the Starr Library
Don McTernan and David Miller, both board members of the Rhinebeck Historical Society, will showcase
some of the photographs, documents and prints from the collection recently acquired from the Chancellor
Livingston Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution. The main focus of the talk will be the
100-year-old photos of buildings in Rhinebeck. Don and David recently re-photographed the properties for
a “before and now perspective.” Refreshments will be served.

SAVE THESE DATES

Friday, February 27th, at 7:30 PM, in the Mary Frazer Local History Room of the Starr Library
Tony Musso will discuss his new book ‘Staatsburg: A Village Lost in Time’. Tony, a weekly columnist
with the Gannett newspapers, has been a guest lecturer at the RHS many times in the past. We look
forward to another great evening with Tony. Refreshments will be served.

