Friday, February 28, 'Hidden Treasurers of the Hudson Valley, Volume II', 7:30 pm
at the Starr Library, Local History Room
Anthony Musso, who is a reporter for the Poughkeepsie Journal, gave a lecture and slide show on the first volume of his book
'Hidden Treasures of the Hudson Valley' in 2012. We learned about many properties that are rarely seen by the public. Tony
has produced a second volume of Hidden Treasures and will show us more of these rarely seen sites.
Refreshments will be served.
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The History of Water in Rhinebeck
By David Miller

The Fall program season began with a joint Veterans Day
program at the Elmendorf Inn with the Red Hook Historical
Society. Chris Klose, Elizabeth Clarke, Mike Frazier and I
read letters and told stories of the Rhinebeck and Red Hook
veterans who fought in the war 150 years ago.

Water is essential to life. The human body can last weeks
without food, but only days without water. When I lived
in Brooklyn I never gave water a second thought. I could
count on it being there when I needed it. Things changed
when I moved to Milan. There, I thought about water
constantly mostly because my water came from a well. I
worried about the well becoming contaminated. I worried
that the UV light I bought to kill the bugs tests showed
lived in my water would burn out. I worried that the well
would run dry. You name it, I worried over it.

Our holiday party at the Rhinecliff Hotel was attended by 80
people who heard about the heroic efforts undertaken by
Rhinebeck women in the 1970’s to prevent major
development projects that would have changed Rhinebeck
forever. Kay Verrilli, Sally Mazzarella, and Dorie McKibbin
did a fabulous job telling us how they saved Rhinebeck.

However, once I moved to the Village I stopped worrying
and eventually began to take my drinking water for
granted again--simply turn the faucet and out it flows. It
was not until I overheard a conversation between
longtime residents about the “Town Pump” that I started
to wonder about the history of water in the Village. I
could hardly wait to share my discoveries with you. I
hope you enjoy hearing how water came to the Village of
Rhinebeck.
In the early days of the Village some residents had wells
but many relied on the ‘Town Pump’ to provide water.
The Pump was located at the intersection of Market Street
and Route 9 in front of the Beekman Arms. Below is a
sketch of the pump from Howard Morse’s book, ‘Historic
Old Rhinebeck, Echoes of Two Centuries’.

In the 1940’s Hygiology Country Club at Rock Ledge was
one of the nation’s first vegetarian spas. It was located in the
former home of Mary Starr Miller founder of the Starr
Institute. The new owner of the property, Leonard Steinberg
and his architect Bob Fox, told us about the history of the
property and their plans for its future.
The Rhinebeck Historical Society depends on our
membership for most of its funding. If you have not already
renewed your membership, I have enclosed a form in this
newsletter. We thank you for your continued support.

David Miller, President
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Marshall Brothers signed on to do the excavation and
Andrew K. Pells, a local teamster, hauled the pipe, which
came by barge up the Hudson, and brought it to the work
sites.

According to Morse, the Pump was in operation from
1765 until 1895. Residents filled their water buckets
from the spigot and horses drank from the trough. It was a
fixture in the center of the Village and Morse states that
“Meet me at the pump” was a frequent request of Village
residents. The Pump went through many modernizations
over the 125 years of its existence. Here is a picture of the
pump ca. 1870 when the Eagle Hotel, home of the current
cigar store, was built following the great fire.

Two shallow wells were drilled at the foot of Saltfords
Hill on property purchased from Pascal Tremper,
longtime Rhinebeck resident Kay Verrilli’s great
grandfather. According to Kay, he had an agreement with
the water company that he would always get his water
free since they used his land. (This is the site of the
current Village Highway Dept. on Route 308.) Water
was pumped, using a large water wheel, to a reservoir
near Frank Stickle’s residence on Burger Hill. This is
still the location of our current reservoir.
Interestingly enough, part of the contract called for 46 fire
hydrants, the first in the Village. Up until then, the fire
department had to run hoses from various cisterns around
the village to pump water when it was needed. These
cisterns would run dry at times or freeze during winter
months making firefighting in the Village problematic. A
prime example of this is the great fire that took place in
February 1899 at the United Methodist Church. The
cisterns were frozen and the fire department had to stand
by and watch the church burn to the ground. The Village
paid an annual fee to the Water Company for each
hydrant.

Courtesy of The Museum of Rhinebeck History

The Pump was so important to the Village that the
Rhinebeck Temperance Society used a symbol of it as
their seal because water represented purity in their antidrinking campaign.

By June 1899 the pipes were laid, the pumps were turned
on and they began filling the reservoir. The pipes in the
village were flushed to remove construction sediment and
the system was turned on. It delivered 90 pounds of
pressure which was sufficient to reach anywhere in the
village.
The Gazette describes a tour of the Water Works given by
Mr. Johnson to John Jacob Astor that month. By July 1,
the water rates had been distributed to the Village
residents and many applications for service had been
received by Water Works. Water Works billed the
individual home owners based on the number of faucets
in their houses. By the end of 1899 the system was in full
operation.
Courtesy of The Rhinebeck Historical Society

But, bringing water to the Village was not smooth sailing.
There was an accident at the dock on July 8, 1899
whereby 170 lengths of pipe slid off of the barge and into
the river. Divers had to be employed to retrieve the pipe,
which was to be used to continue the system to Oak Street
and the Cemetery. And, the March 8, 1902 Gazette
reported another disaster at the Water Works. There had
been heavy rain and flooding all week. Water inundated
the pumping station area and a fire started due to a

As the Village grew and houses were built in close
proximity to one another it soon became very difficult to
keep the discharge from the outhouses and septic systems
out of the water supply. So, in 1898 a private water
company called Rhinebeck Water Works was formed by
Joseph M. Johnson, and he entered into a contract with
the Village of Rhinebeck to construct a water system.
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defective flue pipe. The flood waters prevented
firefighters from getting to the station and it burned to the
ground. It was fortunate that Mr. Johnson had designed
the system so that the reservoir had enough water to
supply the village for 7 days. The workers made
emergency repairs to one of the pumps and had it up and
operational in just 4 days and they were able to keep the
reservoir levels up to meet demand until the second pump
was brought back on line. Village residents were
impressed with the rapid repairs made by the company.
The August 18, 1902 Gazette reported that work on a new
pumping station had begun. This time it would have steel
exterior walls and fire proof plaster board on the interior.

to float a bond for $850,000 to construct a water plant on
the river. In the summer of 1965 construction began on
the plant at Slate Dock with test borings of the rock and
the village began obtaining easements from property
owners along the way from the river to a connection to
the system back at the Village. Construction funds were
obtained by a federal grant of $429,000 and an equal
amount loan bank by the Village.
In October of 1968 Mayor Robert Shackleton and
Congressman Joseph Resnick, who had helped to obtain
the federal funds, presided over the opening of the plant.
The state gave permission to draw 1 million gallons of
water a day from the river. The Mayor said that the plant
could be expanded in the future to 3 million gallons a day
if that became necessary.

In 1912 there was an outbreak of Typhoid in the Village.
Health department analysis showed that it came from
local wells and from the shallow wells at the water
company. It was caused by a contaminated runoff from
farms and all of the greenhouses in the area. It was
recommended that the water company drill new deep
wells to prevent pollution and that more Village residents
abandon their wells and connected to Water Works. In
1931 the water company enlarged many of the water
mains to increase capacity, connected more residents to
the system and added more fire hydrants in the village.
The following year the state board of health gave the
water system high marks for quality. Below is a 1944
picture of a drained Crystal Lake for the installation of
water pipes for the new school being built on North Park
Road. South Street is in the background.

So, that brings us up to today. In September 2013 I had
the pleasure of taking a tour of the water plant with
trustee Heinz Sauer and plant manager Tom Wallbank to
learn all about the plant’s operation.

Water is drawn into the plant from a pipe that extends
1,700 feet into the river. It passes through a screen as it
enters the pipe to filter out larger objects. As it
approaches the plant, coagulants are added to facilitate
small particles attaching to one another. The water then
flows into flocculation tanks where coagulants form
larger particles. These larger particles fall to the bottom
once the water flows into the sedimentation tanks. At this
point the water is 90% treated. It then enters the filtration
tanks where, as a final step, chlorine is added. The
finished water is pumped up to the reservoir at Burger
Hill. The reservoir, at 430 feet above sea level, supplies
the Village and part of the Town with the necessary
pressure and flow to satisfy their daily needs.

Courtesy of The Museum of Rhinebeck History

In 1956 the village purchased the water works for
$140,000 and had to make $50,000 in improvements over
the next two years. However, the system was running at
capacity. Drilling of additional wells proved
unsuccessful. Fear of seasonal drought drying up the
wells was constantly on the minds of the Village officials.
So, in April of 1964 the Village board passed a resolution

And that is the story of water in Rhinebeck.
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January 31, 2014
Dear Member or Prospective Member:
It’s once again time to update your membership in the Rhinebeck Historical Society by paying
dues for 2014, or if you are new to our organization, to become a member. Dues cover the period
January 1 through December 31, 2014.
Because our membership is large and consistent about paying dues, dues remain the largest
source of funds for our organization. They allow us to provide the kinds of services expected by
our membership and by the public at large. Those services include monthly programs about local
history and a quarterly newsletter. Data from usage of www.RhinebeckHistory.org shows that the
Teal Map collection and the Rhinebeck postcard collection are increasingly viewed by visitors to
the website. We are currently working on three other collections that we expect to make available
on line within the coming months: the Tom Daley Photo Collection, the Southlands Collection,
and the Chancellor Livingston Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution Collection.
We continue to be open to the public at the local history room on the lower level of the Starr
Library every Thursday throughout the year from 10 AM to 4 PM. While many of our research
requests come to us via email, we continue to experience increased on-site usage of our resources
and welcome anyone there with questions about our local history.
This past year we asked you to help us contain costs by opting out of receiving our printed
newsletter, and we appreciate the quarter of our membership who said yes. We are of course
continuing to print and mail the newsletter to those who want to receive it as a printed document,
and we especially realize that we have an obligation to those among our members who do not
have an email address. For all with an email address, we are emailing the newsletter as a pdf—
the biggest advantage of the email newsletter is the images are in color.
RHS is registered with the IRS as a 501-c-3 non-profit organization and a charity, so that any
donation is tax deductible. We very much need and appreciate your support.
Sincerely,

Michael Frazier
Treasurer
845-876-7462
Michaelfrazier@earthlink.net

MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2014

Individual……………..………………..$25.00
Family………………………..……..….$35.00
Senior/Student……………………..…...$20.00
Business/Organization………………….$75.00
Includes ad in quarterly newsletters, and a link on our website to yours

Amount paid for membership dues………………..$______
ADDITIONAL DONATION FOR 2014

Amount of additional donation (optional)…………....$______
TOTAL ENCLOSED…………………………………….$______
Please make checks payable to Rhinebeck Historical Society and return with
this form to RHS, PO Box 291, Rhinebeck 12572 in enclosed envelope. Thank you for
your support—RHS is a nonprofit organization and your membership is tax-deductible to the full
extent allowed by law.

Name___________________________________________
Address_________________________________________
_________________ ______ _______________
City

State

ZIP

Phone _____________________
E-Mail__________________________________________
All who provide us with email address will automatically receive color
electronic newsletter as a Pdf attachment, regardless of your choice below.

NEWSLETTER CHOICE:
I also want to receive printed black and white version of the
newsletter. Circle one: Yes or No

The Rhinebeck Historical
Society thanks our supporting
Business Members

Steven Mann Family
Research Services
Quaker Roots –
Dutch -- Huguenot
smann2@hvc.rr.com;
845-876-6892

The RHS is looking for volunteers to
help in the local history room at the
Starr Library. The room is open to the
public on Thursdays from 10 am to 4
pm. Scholars and researchers come in
looking for help with their work, and
others send in research requests via
email. Volunteers could either assist
them directly or do so indirectly by
working with the collections in our
archives. No prior research skills are
necessary. However, attention to
detail, interest in history, delight in
working with other people, and joy at
solving puzzles are all most desirable.
It is a great opportunity to learn about
our town while helping others. For
information call Mike Frazier at
845.876.7462 or e-mail
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net.
All members are encouraged to
submit articles for publication in our
newsletter. If you have done some
research on a historical subject,
visited a historic site or simply have
some history about our town that you
would like to share, please contact us
for information about how to submit
an article for inclusion in the
newsletter. For information call
David Miller – 845-876-0246
or e-mail
dhmny@aol.com.

Attention Panda TV 23Viewers:
As of July 23, 2013, you will no
longer be able to view channel 23
without digital equipment such as a
Time Warner Cable provided set
top box, digital adapter or Cable
Card. These cable cards are FREE
from Time Warner. Please visit
www.TWC.com/digitaladapter or
call 855-286-1736 for more
information. If your television
already has a digital set top
box/adapter, QAM tuner or
CableCard, your access to this
channel will continue without the
need for additional equipment.
You can also view our Historical
Society videos on our website.

Stamp
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Come visit the Rhinebeck Historical Society Archives!
We are open Thursdays 10-4 in the Local History Room
the lower level of the Starr Library in Rhinebeck
Please call or e-mail to let us know you are coming:
845-876-7462
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net

Visit us on the web @ Rhinebeckhistoricalsociety.org

THE RHINEBECK HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Newsletter
UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Friday, March 21, The Intertwining of the History of Omega and Rhinebeck,
7:30 pm at the Starr Library, Local History Room

Chrissa Pullicino, Public Relations Manager at Omega will tell us about the history of Omega and it’s longtime
relationship to Rhinebeck. Refreshments will be served.
Friday, April 25, The Mills of Landsmans Kill,
7:30 pm at the Starr Library, Local History Room
Marilyn Hatch and David Miller will begin with the history of mills describing how they operated and then talk
about the Mills along Landsmans Kill. Last spring Marilyn and David walked the kill from the Beekman mill
on the Hudson River to Schuyler Mill taking pictures of the remains of the mill sites. They will take us on a
‘virtual’ hike talking about each mill along the way. Refreshments will be served.

SAVE THESE DATES

Friday, February 28, 'Hidden Treasurers of the Hudson Valley, Volume II',
7:30 pm at the Starr Library, Local History Room
Anthony Musso, who is a reporter for the Poughkeepsie Journal, gave a lecture and slide show on the first
volume of his book 'Hidden Treasures of the Hudson Valley' in 2012. We learned about many properties that
are rarely seen by the public. Tony has produced a second volume of Hidden Treasures and will show us more
of these rarely seen sites. Refreshments will be served.

