Saturday, September 21, 2:00 pm, Tour of the Wurtemburg Cemetery with Steven Mann
You will learn about the many famous past residents of Rhinebeck who are buried there. Please meet us
at the Wurtemburg Church parking lot before 2pm.
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Cigars in Rhinebeck
By David Miller

Our first summer program was at the former home of
Laura Delano. The current owner, filmmaker Leigh Anne
Bishop, showed us part of a film that she is working on
about the history of Laura Delano. We saw the video, had
a Q&A with Leigh Anne about Laura and enjoyed
walking around the house and grounds while eating some
great snacks prepared by our host. This included Laura’s
recipe for a punch that she served to Winston Churchill.

When I was in my twenties I went through a cigar
smoking phase that lasted about four years. Instead of a
slice of chocolate cake or a dish of ice cream for dessert, I
would pull out a Te Amo Meditation and puff long into
the night on the stoop of my brownstone. I found cigars to
be far more satisfying at the end of a meal. In addition to
helping to keep my waistline trim, smoking, I believed,
made me look older and more sophisticated. Since I
purchased my tobacco treats by the box I was presented
with the challenge of keeping them from going stale on
me. So, I decided to buy a humidor. I searched far and
wide among the antique shops of Atlantic Avenue in
Brooklyn and finally found what I was looking for, a
mahogany, copper-lined Victorian humidor. All I had to
do was stick a wet sponge inside of it and the cigars
remained perfectly moist. While my smoking days are
long behind me, I still have the humidor, as you can see
from the picture below.

The sun came out for our July 4th Commemorative
Ceremony of the 150th Anniversary of the battle of
Gettysburg at the Rhinebeck Post Office. A great crowd
turned out to hear about Rhinebeck’s involvement in the
battle. Speakers included, Nancy Kelly, Mike Frazier,
Wayne Rifenburgh, Alan Coon and myself. The
American Legion color guard raised the flag and the
names of Rhinebeck veterans who fought at Gettysburg
were read to the audience. The Benediction and
Invocation were performed by Rev. Robert Vanderlaan. If
you missed it you can see the video at our website or
borrow it from the Starr Library. The program was shot
and edited by filmmaker Bill Nieves. He did a brilliant
job and we are very grateful for this wonderful video.
Our sold out Annual Joint Progressive Dinner with the
Museum of Rhinebeck History took place on July 28th.
We received fabulous food donations from local stores
and restaurants. Both the dinner food at the Tannery and
the desserts at Sepascot Farm were delicious. It was a
great success and raised a lot of money for both
organizations. I wanted to thank Mr. & Mrs. Stefano
Ferrari and family of The Tannery and Mr. & Mrs.
Christopher Fitzgerald and family, and Mr. & Mrs. Arthur
Kelly of Sepascot Farms for loaning us their homes for
the day. I also wanted to thank my fellow committee
members for all of their hard work; Steven Mann, Brenda
Klaproth and Mike Frazier.

With my personal history of cigars, I was very excited
last year when I asked Town Historian Nancy Kelly for
ideas for newsletter articles and she suggested cigars as a
topic. She said that in the 1800’s Rhinebeck had many
cigar manufacturers and we know very little about them.
So, I set out to research Rhinebeck’s history with cigars
and I started with tobacco itself. Tobacco had been in use
in the Americas by Native American tribes long before
European settlers arrived. Following the arrival of the
Europeans, tobacco became increasingly popular as a
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trade item. It fostered the economy for the southern
United States. Although tobacco has a reputation as a
crop grown only in the South, tobacco farming was big
business in the 17th and 18th centuries in a nascent New
York City. Dutch colonists grew it in New Amsterdam,
and settlers occupying farms from Greenwich Village to
the village of Bloomingdale (today’s Morningside
Heights, roughly) produced it as well. A little closer to
our neck of the woods, tobacco was farmed in Dutchess
County (Red Hook and Dover) and just over the New
York State border in the Connecticut Valley. Cigars were
the early craze with cigarettes not entering the scene until
the 20th century. The peak of cigar popularity in America
was the mid-1800’s when public figures like Ulysses
Grant and Mark Twain were pictured smoking them. I did
discover that Rhinebeck had a thriving cigar business,
with several small factories making them in our very own
village.

The map lists it as a bakery because the shop sold the
strange combination of cigars and bakery goods. The
1860 Census lists Conrad as being born in Germany in
1817 and having an occupation as a baker. Conrad was
also the Rhinebeck Justice for many years.
An August 1871 Gazette article describes how the cigars
were made: ‘We saw a cigar press designed to press and
put a fine finish on cigars. It consists only of a number of
moulds in the exact size of a cigar. A fresh rolled weed is
placed in each mould and at once placed under a screw
press. When taken out they are handsomer than any
handmade cigar. The machine and equipment came from
Germany’.
George W. Hogan had his shop next to what is now the
Rhinebeck department store. An article in a May 1868
Gazette describes the business ‘Smokers are often at a
loss where to find good cigars. But they need not trouble
themselves any more on this subject for by just dropping
in to Mr. George W Hogan’s cigar store a good cigar or
anything else in the line may be obtained. The other day
“Georgie” sent us a box of the celebrated “swan” brand
and we can truthfully say that we never smoked better
cigars in all our life. They were fit for the head of the
nation to smoke. The donor will please accept our thanks
for the favor.’ Below is an ad from an 1862 Gazette. This
ad contains an alternate way of spelling cigar as ‘segar’.
The 1860 Census records list George with an occupation
of a “segar” maker.

Searching around the Rhinebeck Gazette Advertiser on
the WEB, I came across several names associated with
early cigar (sometimes spelled as “segar”) manufacturing:
Conrad Marquardt, George W. Hogan and William
Mondschine. A 1891 Gazette article talks about Conrad
Marquardt opening his cigar business in May 1841 and
getting married the following month. The article
describes the celebration of the golden anniversary of
both events. It also says ‘Mr. Marguardt, who is nearly
seventy four years old, is still in the active management of
his business, and looks hale and hearty enough to keep at
the helm for a number of years to come’. An obituary in
the May 1925 Gazette for Conrad’s son, Douglas, who
worked in the factory until March of 1864 when, while
Conrad was away from town, enlisted in the NYS Militia
and went down to Pennsylvania to fight in the last year of
the Civil War. After the war he returned to Rhinebeck and
worked as a traveling salesman selling cigars for his
father. On the 1867 map of the Village you can see the
shop, C. Marquardt, Bakery, in the upper right corner of
the in what today is the new Market St. restaurant
(formerly Panda).

The ad above says that it is the second door on East
Market. This is confirmed by an 1879 Dutchess County
business directory which lists a Frank M. Hogan as a
tobacconist at 3 East Market Street. According to the
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Census records Frank is George’s younger brother. This
is currently the shoe store and is the ‘second door in.’

William Smith was, according to the 1860 census, also
listed as a “segar” maker. Jacob Pottenburgh moved from
30 East Market to Montgomery street a few years later.
An ad from the August 1889 Gazette shows that a
William Riley now owned the store at 30 East Market
where he sold fish, fruit and cigars. This makes sense
since the 1880 census lists Jacob Pottenburgh as being a
retail grocer. Jacob was also the Rhinebeck Town Clerk
for many years around the turn of the century. You can
see that cigars were indeed a major business in the village
in the 1800’s.

An article in the November 1868 Gazette lists William
Mondschine as a cigar manufacturer on East Market
Street. (Please note that I encountered three spellings of
the name including Mondachine and Mondoshine along
the way). ‘Our cigar dealer, Wm. Mondoshine, has made
a reduction in the prices of tobacco and cigars. He wants
the people to know it, and he’s right. For further
particulars read his advertisement in another column’.
While I was unable to locate the exact location of the
store, I was able to verify that he did own the building
thanks to an ad in The Gazette for a clothing store owned
by a Philip Brenauer listing its location as being in the
“Wm. Mondachine Building” on East Market Street.

Over the next 100 years these stores slowly faded away
leaving only one ‘new’ store still located in the village
today which is ‘The Rhinebeck Smoke Shoppe’ on the
corner of East Market Street and Route 9. It has a wide
selection of cigars in its own humidor and a strong local
following. And, of course the famous wooden statue in
front of the store.

The 1875 Gazettes have a host of interesting articles
detailing some of the dealings of William and his brother
Samuel (sometimes called Simon). Samuel owned a cigar
store on the Strand in the Kingston Roundout. The
brothers were arrested and charged with fraud and perjury
with regards to some cigar deals in New York City and
failure to pay their creditors. One of the Gazette articles
told about the case being prosecuted by Judge Conrad
Marquardt. This must have been quite a conflict of
interest judging a case against one of your competitors in
the cigar business.
There is a business listing several years later in an August
1881 Gazette that shows how things changed in the cigar
business in Rhinebeck (see below). Frank Hogan took
over from his brother George at the store on 3 East
Market, and new stores owned by Jacob H. Pottenburgh
at 30 East Market and William A. Smith at 22 East
Market appear. In addition, M. L. Marquardt now ran the
store at 20 West Market. M. L., according to the 1870
census, is Maria L. Marquardt, Conrad’s wife.

I traced some of the history of this cigar store. I know
that the building was constructed in 1867 after the Great
Fire destroyed the south side of East Market Street. The
building was originally the Eagle Hotel. The historical
information inside of the store says that they started
making and selling cigars in 1929. I spoke with Betty
Cole, who moved to Rhinebeck in 1946 and she indicated
that Bill Cole, her husband’s uncle, ran a cigar store and
soda fountain in the store. Vern Sipperley confirmed that
Bill Cole sold newspapers as well as cigars at the store
and in 1943, when Vern was in 8th grade, he and two
other boys delivered papers for $6/week (minus 6 cents
for Social Security). The boys would get there at 5:30 am
on Sunday morning, drop the papers down a chute into
the basement, assemble the newspaper and then deliver it
to their customers.
I have run out of room in the newsletter but this article
just scratches the surface of the material including maps,
photographs and gazette stories that I discovered along
the way. This material sheds light on what life was like in
Rhinebeck 150 years ago. Please come to my lecture on
October 25th and let me fill you on the whole story.
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The Rhinebeck Historical
Society thanks our supporting
Business Members

Steven Mann Family
Research Services
Quaker Roots –
Dutch -- Huguenot
smann2@hvc.rr.com;
845-876-6892

The RHS is looking for volunteers to
help in the local history room at the
Starr Library. The room is open to the
public on Thursdays from 10 am to 4
pm. Scholars and researchers come in
looking for help with their work, and
others send in research requests via
email. Volunteers could either assist
them directly or do so indirectly by
working with the collections in our
archives. No prior research skills are
necessary. However, attention to
detail, interest in history, delight in
working with other people, and joy at
solving puzzles are all most desirable.
It is a great opportunity to learn about
our town while helping others. For
information call Mike Frazier at
845.876.7462 or e-mail
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net.
All members are encouraged to
submit articles for publication in our
newsletter. If you have done some
research on a historical subject,
visited a historic site or simply have
some history about our town that you
would like to share, please contact us
for information about how to submit
an article for inclusion in the
newsletter. For information call
David Miller – 845-876-0246
or e-mail
dhmny@aol.com.

Attention Panda TV 23Viewers:
As of July 23, 2013, you will no
longer be able to view channel 23
without digital equipment such as a
Time Warner Cable provided set
top box, digital adapter or Cable
Card. These cable cards are FREE
from Time Warner. Please visit
www.TWC.com/digitaladapter or
call 855-286-1736 for more
information. If your television
already has a digital set top
box/adapter, QAM tuner or
CableCard, your access to this
channel will continue without the
need for additional equipment.
You can also view our Historical
Society videos on our website.
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Come visit the Rhinebeck Historical Society Archives!
We are open Thursdays 10-4 in the Local History Room
the lower level of the Starr Library in Rhinebeck
Please call or e-mail to let us know you are coming:
845-876-7462
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net

Visit us on the web @ Rhinebeckhistoricalsociety.org

THE RHINEBECK HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Newsletter
UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Friday, October 25, 7:30 pm, Cigar Making in Rhinebeck with David Miller,
at the Starr Library Local History Room.
Join us for a lecture and slide show which will not only show the history of cigar manufacturing in Rhinebeck
but will shed light on what life was like in Rhinebeck 150 years ago. Refreshments will be served
Sunday, November 10, 3:00 pm, Civil War Veteran’s Day Program at the Elmendorf Inn in Red Hook
Please join us for a joint program sponsored by the RHS and Historic Red Hook (the new name for the Red
Hook Historical Society). We will be reading letters from and telling stories of our local veterans who fought in
the Civil War. Refreshments will be served.

SAVE THESE DATES

Saturday, September 21, 2:00 pm, Tour of the Wurtemburg Cemetery with Steven Mann
You will learn about the many famous past residents of Rhinebeck who are buried there. Please meet us at the
Wurtemburg Church parking lot before 2pm..

