RHS: Spring 2018
Friday, February 22 – 7:00 pm at the Starr Library - Don Fraser – Gilded age Scandals
Don Fraser is the Educator at Staatsburgh State Historic Site (Mills Mansion). “Gilded Age Scandals” focuses a
spotlight on the scandalous behavior and intrigues of the very rich at the turn of the century. Staatsburgh’s owners,
Ruth and Ogden Mills, were models of respectability, but the transgressions of their friends shocked and titillated
Edwardian Society. Stories of sex, murder and money were not only whispered in the drawing rooms but published
in the newspapers of the day. We’ll discuss celebrity murders, heiresses for sale, and scandals that reached as high
as the King of England and the President of the United States. Stories of misbehavior feature a monkey in the
formal dining room, arsenic in the clam chowder, and the tale of the famous Society figure who told his distraught
bride on their wedding night, “Your money is your only asset in my eyes.”

President's Message
We recently received a delightful phone call from Kingston
Historian Edwin Ford. He has been a long-time member of
RHS and had just received the winter edition of this
quarterly newsletter. He phoned just to let us know that he
continues to read the publication from cover to cover and
enjoys it very much, encouraging us to keep up our good
work. Some may remember that it was Edwin Ford who
served as our keynote speaker at a Beekman Arms luncheon
a dozen years ago when he spoke about our Sepasco Trail
and the ancient Old Mine Road that descended through
Ulster County toward copper mines in upper New Jersey.
Edwin has been keeping up the good work himself for a
very long stretch, having celebrated his 100th birthday a few
months ago. The Rhinebeck Historical Society wishes him
our very best.
We are saddened to learn of the recent passing of one of
Rhinebeck’s most ardent advocates for historic
preservation. Kay Tremper Verrilli was one of the women
who saved Rhinebeck in the mid-1980’s, when development
proposals seriously threatened community values. It was
Kay who attended countless meetings to advocate for
municipal planning that would support the importance of
preserving Rhinebeck’s village center as the hub of
community life. As the descendant of a family very
important to our local history and as someone living in a
home that had once served as the residence of the
superintendent of the Astor estate, she was the custodian of
numerous treasures important to Rhinebeck’s history. Many
of those treasures are now at the Museum of Rhinebeck
History and in our own archives. When a well-known
filmmaker produced a DVD about the Violet Capital of the
World, he sought out Kay as his authoritative source on the
history of that industry. When Sari Tietjen needed someone
to serve as photo editor for her book about the history of
Rhinebeck, she chose Kay. Kay served in a leadership role
on the boards of the Rhinebeck Historical Society, the
Museum, and the Quitman Resource Center. It was because
she wanted RHS to take on additional challenges that many
of her more cautious colleagues in our own were reluctant to

take on, that she temporarily left RHS to work on the
preservation of a 1798 structure that would otherwise have
been doomed to destruction and which is now the home of
not only the Quitman Resource Center for Preservation but
also the Museum of Rhinebeck History. Her legacy is a
community much more conscious of its history and of the
importance of protecting, preserving, and sharing it with
others.
David Miller, President

The Schultz Family of Rhinebeck
By David Miller
Two years ago James Schultz, a descendant of the Schultz
family of Rhinebeck, came to the archives to research his
family history. He brought with him two albums of
Schultz family history prepared by his grandfather
Benjamin Schultz III. We were able to help him with his
research and asked him if we could borrow and scan his
albums. He said yes and I spent the Summer of 2017
scanning the 325 pages of the albums and I thought it
would make a great article sharing with you some of the
history of his family.
According to the albums Christian Otto Schultz (17121785) purchased his farmland from Col. Henry Beekman
at the Kip-Beekman-Hermance house in Rhinecliff. The
album states “It was at Rhinebeck that Christian Otto
rented, and subsequently bought 100 acres of land from
Colonel Henry Beekman for 30 schepels of wheat per
acre (one schepel is equivalent to approximately one
quart).
The map on the next page shows the location of Christian
Otto’s farm (#1) on Old Post Road near Weys Corners
and his son Peter’s farm (#2) at the south end of the
Village.
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Here is the entire list of Schultz veterans.

The Schultz’s were some of the early elders and deacons
of the Dutch Reformed Church. Christian Otto and his
sons Peter, Jacob and their wives are buried in the
Reformed Church cemetery.
Here is a photo taken by Benjamin Schultz III of Old Post
Road taken in the 1940’s

Many Schultz family members were in the Continental
Army including his sons Peter and Jacob. Here is an
excerpt from the album.
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The album keeps going from Christian Otto through 9
generations all the way to the present-day James, owner
of the albums. several generations of Schultz’s that
worked on the river as boat captains.

The album contains a description of Luke’s activities at his
dock which was copied from a book that I was unable to
find.

Here it is on the lower left of an inset of a1798 map of
Rhinebeck. Below is another more modern map showing
that the dock, at Mills Point, is just below the current
approach to the Kingston bridge.

This is a very interesting story of one of Rhinebeck’s
most famous families but I have run out of room in the
newsletter. I still have many Schultzes to talk about
including generations of riverboat captains and, of course,
the story of Schultzville. I plan on giving a talk on April
26th to finish the story.
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February 1, 2019
Dear Member or Prospective Member:
The continuing support by you, our members, remains most encouraging. That support has meant
capacity-level attendance at many of our monthly programs. That support has allowed us to
continue to publish our quarterly newsletter, with articles often contributed by our members. That
support has allowed us to invest in updated computer equipment that works much more quickly to
process the material that needs to be scanned, described, and eventually posted on line for public
use. And that support continues to include numerous well trained and committed volunteers who
do the time-consuming and detailed work necessary to properly collect, arrange, and describe the
documents, photographs, and maps entrusted to our care by the community.
As you can see from going to http://www.rhinebeckhistoricalsociety.org, to date some 63 videos
of our monthly programs are now available, free of charge. The general public can find them at
YouTube.com, and anyone in the PANDA TV23 viewing area can watch them on live tv. They are
also available for borrowing from the Starr Library video collection. Program topics added this past
year ranged from the 18th century Palatines to modern Lionel trains, and included a Civil War
soldier’s letters and diaries and several programs examining aspects of World War I. We’ve also
been busy scanning private photo collections (at no cost to the owners) with the understanding that
we have permission to post those images on our website to make the collections available to the
public. Research requests this year again topped 100. We’re also working with Rhinebeck
Reformed Church to inventory and scan their archives.
To continue to provide the services needed and expected of us, we continue to benefit from the
generous donation of time (1300 hours so far this year) and expertise from devoted volunteers. We
also need financial support—for archival materials and supplies, for special projects, and
occasionally for programs. We are asking you to update your membership, or if you are new
to our organization, to become a member. Please complete and return the dues notice on the
back of this letter. Dues cover the period January 1 through December 31, 2019, and remain our
largest revenue source. Thanks to all of you, we have a large and faithful membership. We’ve also
received generous support from the Frost Foundation for special projects above and beyond what
dues will support.
RHS is registered with the IRS as a 501-c-3 non-profit organization and as a charity, so that any
donation is tax deductible. We very much need and appreciate your support.
Sincerely,

Michael Frazier, Treasurer
845-876-7462
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net

MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2019

Individual……………..………………...$25.00
Family………………………..……..…..$35.00
Senior/Student……………………..…....$20.00
Business/Organization………………….$75.00
Includes ad in newsletter and a link on our website (RhinebeckHistoricalSociety.org) to yours

Amount paid for membership dues………………$______
ADDITIONAL DONATION FOR 2019
To support special projects beyond dues support………$______
TOTAL ENCLOSED……………………………………..$______
Please make checks payable to Rhinebeck Historical Society and return with
this form to Rhinebeck Historical Society, PO Box 291, Rhinebeck 12572.
Thank you for your support—RHS is a 501-c-3 nonprofit organization and your membership is
tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law.

Name___________________________________________
Address_________________________________________
_________________ ______ _______________
City

State

ZIP

Phone _____________________
How do you want to receive the quarterly newsletter? CHOOSE ONE.
__Option 1: Only via US Mail, to my address above.
__Option 2: Only via E-Mail, to ___________________________________________
(Everyone who gives us an email address will receive the newsletter as a color Pdf
attachment; the printed version we send via US Mail is black and white. We save printing
and mailing costs to send only via e-mail. Regarding privacy, we use your email only to
communicate with you about RHS matters. We don’t share it outside RHS. )
__Option 3: I would like BOTH.

The Rhinebeck Historical
Society thanks our supporting
Business Members

The RHS is looking for volunteers to
help in the local history room at the
Starr Library. The room is open to the
public on Thursdays from 10 am to 4
pm. Scholars and researchers come in
looking for help with their work, and
others send in research requests via
email. Volunteers could either assist
them directly or do so indirectly by
working with the collections in our
archives. No prior research skills are
necessary. However, attention to
detail, interest in history, delight in
working with other people, and joy at
solving puzzles are all most desirable.
It is a great opportunity to learn about
our town while helping others. For
information call Mike Frazier at
845.876.7462 or e-mail
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net.

THE
RHINEBECK
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 291
RHINEBECK,
NEW YORK 12572

Officers and Trustees
David Miller – President
Michael Frazier- Treasurer
James Chapman- Trustee
Eve D’Ambra - Trustee
John Lavin – Trustee
Connie Lown - Trustee
Don McTernan – Trustee
Duane Ragucci - Trustee

Stamp

Doing Local History Research?
Come visit the Rhinebeck Historical Society Archives!
We are open Thursdays 10-4 in the Local History Room
the lower level of the Starr Library in Rhinebeck
Please call or e-mail to let us know you are coming:
845-876-7462
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net
Local History Room also open Tuesdays 10-3; for more info or to make an
appointment, email Town Historian Nancy Kelly at kinship@hvc.rr.com

Visit us on the web @ Rhinebeckhistoricalsociety.org

THE RHINEBECK HISTORICAL SOCIETY ‐ UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Friday, March 29 – 7:00 pm at the Starr Library - Richard Fiegel - A Road Through Time – New York State’s First Road
After 17 years in journalism as editor of three different wine magazines, Richard Figiel planted his own vineyard on New York's
Seneca Lake and opened his winery at Silver Thread Vineyard in 1991. It was the state's first winery to grow European vinifera
varieties exclusively with organic farming practices. His experience as winegrower and journalist led to three years researching and
writing CIRCLE OF VINES. Figiel is also the Northeast American contributing-writer for THE OXFORD COMPANION TO THE
WINES OF NORTH AMERICA and co-author of A DICTIONARY OF AMERICAN WINE (Wm. Morrow publishers). His articles
on wine and history have appeared in magazines from "Yankee" to "Sierra" and "Adirondack Life" to "Wine & Spirits." Richard
Figiel's next book, published in May 2018 is A ROAD THROUGH TIME: Manhattan to the Adirondacks on New York State's First
Road. The fun book takes readers on a travel/history narrative from Manhattan to the Hudson Valley and all the way to the
Adirondacks along a road that started as a Native American footpath running up the spine of Manhattan Island. When the Europeans
arrived, that trail became a bridle path, then a wagon road, eventually stretching north as far as Lake George. The talk will also
remind you that we live in such a historic area filled with artifacts of the Dutch, the English and Native Americans.
Friday, April 26 – 7:00 pm at the Starr Library - David Miller – The Schultz Family of Rhinebeck
Two years ago James Schultz allowed us to scan his family albums going back 9 generations to Christian Otto Schultz who came to
Rhinebeck nearly 300 years ago. The album contains photos, family history and genealogy charts for the family dating back Christian
Otto’s arrival in America in 1734. He and his descendants were soldiers in the Revolutionary war, some of the founding elders and
deacons of the Dutch Reformed Church, Ferryboat captains on the Hudson and owners of Schultz’s landing on the river which makes
this album a microcosm of Rhinebeck History. Using the albums and other items from our archives David Miller will take us through
the story of this very important family to the history of both Rhinebeck and America.

SAVE THESE DATES

Friday, February 22 – 7:00 pm at the Starr Library - Don Fraser – Gilded age Scandals
Don Fraser is the Educator at Staatsburgh State Historic Site (Mills Mansion). “Gilded Age Scandals” focuses a spotlight on the
scandalous behavior and intrigues of the very rich at the turn of the century. Staatsburgh’s owners, Ruth and Ogden Mills, were
models of respectability, but the transgressions of their friends shocked and titillated Edwardian Society. Stories of sex, murder and
money were not only whispered in the drawing rooms but published in the newspapers of the day. We’ll discuss celebrity murders,
heiresses for sale, and scandals that reached as high as the King of England and the President of the United States. Stories of
misbehavior feature a monkey in the formal dining room, arsenic in the clam chowder, and the tale of the famous Society figure who
told his distraught bride on their wedding night, “Your money is your only asset in my eyes.”

