Friday, February 24, at 7:30 at the Starr Library, The History of the Bluestone Industry
Robert Donaldson, the author of Chronicles of Ulster: Volumes I and II, is a graduate of Marist College and the
SUNY at New Paltz. He is retired from Rhinebeck High School where he taught law and European History.
Relying on information from 19th Century news articles, mostly from The Kingston Daily Freeman, New York
City and Port Jervis newspapers, state journals, articles found on the internet, along with records from the Town
of Kingston and Ulster County archives, local author Robert Donaldson will discuss the origin, growth and
decline of the bluestone industry in Ulster County, New York, including information about the people who
developed the bluestone trade, as well as those who worked the quarries. He will also present information about
John Fletcher Kilgour, the Bluestone King, and his role in the growth of the bluestone industry in Orange County.
Refreshments will be served.
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An Excerpt from a Rare 1769 Journal Written by
Richard Smith Describing a Stopover in Rhinebeck

We had three outstanding programs in the past few months.
The first was a discussion of the Astor Map Collection by
Michael Frazier and Connie Lown. They focused on their
work cleaning, restoring, and scanning this treasure trove of
over 800 documents - many over 100 years old - and what
those documents reveal about one of Rhinebeck’s most
renowned families and their relationship with Rhinebeck.

By Don McTernan
In the Spring of 1769, Richard Smith, a 34-year-old lawyer
from Burlington, New Jersey, traveled by sloop, by wagon
and by canoe to find and survey lands he had bought in
Ostego County, New York, near present-day Cooperstown.
He was accompanied by several surveyors and a colleague,
Robert Wells. The journal1 indicates that Smith possessed
unusual powers of observation and judgment. Herewith are
passages from Smith’s journal which relate to the Rhinebeck
region.

The second was our well-attended holiday party at the
Rhinecliff Hotel where I lectured on the history of beer and
hops in Dutchess county. Attendees saw 2 short videos of
my tours of Dutchess Hops in Lagrangeville and The
Brewery at the CIA in Hyde Park. We also had Ken
Migliorelli and Dennis Nesel come to explain how they turn
barley into malt. Once again, James Chapman was a
wonderful host, serving snacks, wine and beer while people
enjoyed the program.
The third was H. Knick Staley’s lecture on the history of
Ferncliff Forest Game Refuge and Forest Preserve – a 200acre forest known as the second-best old growth forest in the
Hudson Valley. All three programs were filmed and can be
viewed on our website or borrowed from the Starr Library
video collection.
Last year, we added nearly one thousand more images to our
website, including four hundred new postcards from Scott
Cruickshank. Scott was gracious enough to let us scan,
hundreds of old photographs and eighty-six glass plate
negatives that are over 100-years-old.
We hope to put up the remaining Astor maps on our website
this year as well as make headway in our multi-year project
of scanning the Village of Rhinebeck board minutes, which
started in 1834.
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Francis W. Halsey,”A Tour of Four Great Rivers -The Hudson,
Mohawk, Susquehanna, and Delaware in 1769 - Being the journal
of Richard Smith of Burlington, New Jersey”, 1906

If you have not already renewed your membership, a
form is included in this newsletter.

David Miller
1

May 8th - There is a high Road from New York to Albany
on both sides of the River, but that on the East side is
most frequented; both Roads have a View now and then
of the River. Poughkeepsing the County Town of Duchess
stands above the Fishkill a little beyond the rough Water
already noted. We passed the Town in the Night. Slate
Stone Rocks are on the West Shore at and below Little
Sopus from whence N York has of late been supplied.
They reckon Little Sopus Island to be Half Way between
N York and Albany. The Weather yesterday and to day
very warm but the Mornings and Evenings are cool. Our
Skipper [Richard Scoonhoven] says there are at Albany
31 Sloops all larger than this, which carry from 400 to
500 Barrels of Flour each, trading constantly from thence
to York & that they make Eleven or 12 Trips a year each.
The general Course of Hudson's River as taken by
compass is N & by E. and S. by W. in some Places North
and South. Between the High- lands and Kaatskill both
these Mountains are in view at the same time.

Here was a Two wheeled Plow drawn by 3 horses abreast,

At Two ocloc we arrived off the Walkill, there are 2 or 3
Houses at the Mouth of the Creek & a Trade carried on
in Six or Seven Sloops. Kingston the County Town of
Ulster stands about Two Miles distant but not visible from
the Water. The Kaatskill Mountains to the N. W. appear
to be very near tho they are at a considerable Distance.
The Country on both Sides continues still hilly and
rugged and what Wheat is growing, looks much thrown
out and gullied — more Houses & Improvements shew
themselves along the Sopus Shore and Opposite being an
old settled Country.

Henry Glassie
& a Scythe with a Short crooked Handle and a Kind of
Hook both used to cut down Grain for the Sickle is not
much known in Albany County or in this Part of Duchess.

Our Vessel came to Anchor a little above the Walkill
about 60 Miles from Albany. We went on shore to Two
stone Farm Houses on Beekman Manor in the County of
Duchess. The Men were absent & the Women and
children could speak no other Language than Low Dutch.
Our Skipper was Interpreter. One of these Tenants for
Life or a very long Term or for Lives (uncertain which)
pays 20 Bushels of Wheat in Kind for 97 Acres of cleared
Land & Liberty to get wood for necessary uses any where
in the Manor. Twelve eggs sold here for six pence, Butter
14d per pound and 2 shad cost 6d . One woman was very
neat & the Iron Hoops of her Pails scowered bright. The
Houses are mean; we saw one Piece of Good Meadow
which is scarce here away. The Wheat was very much
thrown out, the Aspect of the Farms rough and hilly like
all the rest and the soil a stiff clay. One Woman had
Twelve good countenanced Boys and Girls all clad in
Homespun both Linen and Woolen.

Roderic H. Blackburn
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I was informed here by a person concerned in
measuring it that the Distance from Kaatskill Landing
to Schoharie is 32 ½ Miles reckoned to Cap Eckerson's
House, a good Waggon Road and Produce brought
down daily; from thence to Cherry Valley half a Day's
Journey; that People are now laying out a New Road
from Sopus Kill to Schoharie which is supposed to be
about 32 1/2 Miles. Sopus Creek is about 1 1 Miles
below Kaatskill Creek and a Mile below where we now
landed. They say that 7 or 8 Sloops belong to Sopus.
The Fish are the same in Hudsons River above the Salt
Water as in the Delaware. The Skipper bought a Parcel
of Fish here cheap. These Fishermen draw their Nets
oftner than ours not stopping between the Draughts.
At 3 o'Cloc we passed by the German Camp a small
Village so called having Two Churches, situated on the
East side of the River, upon a rising Ground which
shews the Place to Advantage. Some distance further
on the same Side of the River we sailed by the Upper
Manor House of Livingston. A Quantity of low cripple
Land may be seen on the opposite Side & this reaches
4 miles to the Kaatskill called 36 miles from Albany.
Off the Mouth of this Creek we have a View of the large
House built by John Dyer the Person who made the
Road from hence to Schoharie at the expence of L400,
if common Report may be credited.

Sketch by Vincent van Gogh

May 9 - We arose in the Morn g opposite to a large
Brick House on the East Side belonging to Mr
Livingston's Father, Robt R. Livingston the Judge in
the Lower Manor of Livingston. Albany Countv is now
on either Hand, & sloping Hills here and there covered
with Grain like all the rest we have seen, much thrown
out by the Frost of last Winter.
Landing on the West Shore we found a Number of
People fishing with a Sein; they caught plenty of Shad
and Herring and use Canoes altogether having long,
neat and strong Ropes made by the People themselves
of Elm Bark. Here we saw the first Indian a Mohicon"
named Hans clad in no other Garment than a shattered
Blanket; he lives near the Kaatskill & had a Scunk Skin
for his Tobacco Pouch. The Tavern of this Place is
most retched. Trees are out in Leaf. Cattle and Sheep,
nothing different from ours, are now feeding on the
Grass which seems to be nearly as forward as with us
when we left Burlington, the Trees quite as forward &
the White Pine is common. One Shad taken with the
rest had a Lamprey Eel about 7 Inches long fastened to
his Back.

Theoretically, Smith and his party visited those stone
houses on Beekman Manor which were closest to the
area of tilled fields. These would have been the houses
of Abraham Kip and his brother Isaac. Isaac’s house,
taken down before 1898, was also along the Sepasco
Indian Trail, near Flat Rock.
This extraordinary document offers a first-hand
account of the people, activities and landscapes along
Smith’s tour route on the eve of the Revolutionary
War. During the Revolution, Richard Smith was a
delegate from New Jersey to the First and Second
Continental Congresses. Ever possessing and intrepid
spirit, he died in Natchez in 1803 while on a tour of the
Mississippi Valley.
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February 1, 2017
Dear Member or Prospective Member:
We are thrilled with the level of increased activity this past year. Our monthly programs have often
been filled to capacity, more researchers have been appearing on Thursdays (and many more via
email), more people are donating documents and photographs, and more volunteers have been
helping to describe and scan our collections—making them available on line to anyone with a
penchant for local history. Our monthly programs continue to be available for public viewing on
Public Access Northern Dutchess Area (PANDA), and DVDs of those programs are available at
the Starr Library and at youtube.com . And our President, David Miller, is graciously continuing to
do triple duty as President, newsletter editor, and videographer.
To continue to provide the services needed and expected of us, we need your support. Our biggest
costs are in archival materials and supplies, and occasionally for programs. We are asking you to
update your membership, or if you are new to our organization, to become a member. Dues
cover the period January 1 through December 31, 2017. Dues remain our largest revenue source.
We are thankful that ours remains a large and faithful membership. We have receive generous
support from the Frost Foundation for special projects above and beyond what dues will support.
With changes looming with the President-elect’s tax plan, for any members in a higher tax bracket
who might be considering a donation in future years, it could make sense to consider bunching, or
front-loading your donations for the next several years--by making your donations for the next
several years through a single larger gift before December 31st of this year.
We continue to be open to the public at the local history room on the lower level of the Starr
Library every Thursday throughout the year from 10 AM to 4 PM. Come and visit—we’d love to
see you.
RHS is registered with the IRS as a 501-c-3 non-profit organization and a charity, so that any
donation is tax deductible. We very much need and appreciate your support.

Sincerely,

Michael Frazier, Treasurer
845-876-7462
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net

MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2017

Individual……………..………………..$25.00
Family………………………..……..….$35.00
Senior/Student……………………..…...$20.00
Business/Organization………………….$75.00
Includes ad in quarterly newsletters, and a link on our website to yours

Amount paid for membership dues………………$______
ADDITIONAL DONATION FOR 2017
To support special projects beyond dues support………$______
TOTAL ENCLOSED……………………………………..$______
Please make checks payable to Rhinebeck Historical Society and return with
this form to Rhinebeck Historical Society, PO Box 291, Rhinebeck 12572.
Thank you for your support—RHS is a 501-c-3 nonprofit organization and your membership is
tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law.

Name___________________________________________
Address_________________________________________
_________________ ______ _______________
City

State

ZIP

Phone _____________________
E-Mail__________________________________________
(All who provide us with email address will automatically receive color
electronic newsletter as a Pdf attachment. )

If you also choose to receive the newsletter in the US mail, circle
one: Yes or No.

The Rhinebeck Historical
Society thanks our supporting
Business Members

The RHS is looking for volunteers to
help in the local history room at the
Starr Library. The room is open to the
public on Thursdays from 10 am to 4
pm. Scholars and researchers come in
looking for help with their work, and
others send in research requests via
email. Volunteers could either assist
them directly or do so indirectly by
working with the collections in our
archives. No prior research skills are
necessary. However, attention to
detail, interest in history, delight in
working with other people, and joy at
solving puzzles are all most desirable.
It is a great opportunity to learn about
our town while helping others. For
information call Mike Frazier at
845.876.7462 or e-mail
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net.
All members are encouraged to
submit articles for publication in our
newsletter. If you have done some
research on a historical subject,
visited a historic site or simply have
some history about our town that you
would like to share, please contact us
for information about how to submit
an article for inclusion in the
newsletter. For information call
David Miller – 845-876-0246
or e-mail
dhmny@aol.com.
_____________________________
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Come visit the Rhinebeck Historical Society Archives!
We are open Thursdays 10-4 in the Local History Room
the lower level of the Starr Library in Rhinebeck
Please call or e-mail to let us know you are coming:
845-876-7462
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net

Visit us on the web @ Rhinebeckhistoricalsociety.org

THE RHINEBECK HISTORICAL SOCIETY - UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Friday, March 31, at 7:30pm at the Starr Library, The History of Old Time Radio
Ron Gabriel will lecture on The Golden Age of Radio. We will learn about the massive impact the coming of radio had
on American society starting with the first radio broadcast in 1906 as well as the importance of the formation of the four
major radio networks. The various genres of radio programs, how the networks “time-slotted” radio programs to attract a
specific audience segment in each time-slot, and how the migration of radio shows to television came about in the early
1950’s. Refreshments will be served.
Friday, April 21, at 7:30 at the Starr Library, If Maps Could Talk
Bill Jeffway will give a talk and invite discussion, "If maps could talk ~ what sayeth the 1802 Turnpike Map of
Rhinebeck?" The map (2-feet x 18-feet) reflects that portion of the Ulster and Delaware Turnpike between Rhinebeck
and Salisbury, CT. He will also examine innovative ways online digital versions of old maps are evolving as ways to
teach a broader history. Bill is co-chair of the Milan Bicentennial Committee and founder of History Speaks, an effort to
make local Hudson Valley history more present and engaging. Refreshments will be served.

SAVE THESE DATES

Friday, February 24, at 7:30 at the Starr Library, The History of the Bluestone Industry
Robert Donaldson, the author of Chronicles of Ulster: Volumes I and II, is a graduate of Marist College and the SUNY at
New Paltz. He is retired from Rhinebeck High School where he taught law and European History. Relying on
information from 19th Century news articles, mostly from The Kingston Daily Freeman, New York City and Port Jervis
newspapers, state journals, articles found on the internet, along with records from the Town of Kingston and Ulster
County archives, local author Robert Donaldson will discuss the origin, growth and decline of the bluestone industry in
Ulster County, New York, including information about the people who developed the bluestone trade, as well as those
who worked the quarries. He will also present information about John Fletcher Kilgour, the Bluestone King, and his role
in the growth of the bluestone industry in Orange County. Refreshments will be served.

