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Friday, September 27, 7:00 pm at the Starr Library, Ron Gabriel, History of War Dogs (The K-9 Corps).
Dogs have a long and heroic history of serving on battlefields throughout the world. We will examine some of
this history and discuss the natural senses that make the dog the ideal candidate for the protection of the troops
around itself. We will discuss the role of dogs in our modern military structure and describe the preferences of
today’s military in regard to war dogs. We will also compare police dogs to Military Working Dogs (MWDs) in
today’s society, as well as the various attributes required of both types of dogs. Finally, we will examine the role
of war dogs in our modern wars, starting with World War I and moving forward through the years.
Refreshments will be served.

The Fair Comes to Rhinebeck:
How The Movers and Shakers of Rhinebeck
Made it Happen
by
Melodye Moore

President's Message

We are honored to report that the family of Alan Coon
recently entrusted us with many precious documents
related to Rhinebeck’s military history that he had used
to document the role of local veterans, and that he had
saved for posterity.
While in the Navy, Alan had served 3 tours in Vietnam
in a unit attached to the Marines. His respect for
veterans was personal, and it explains the seriousness
with which he approached his own research for
Rhinebeck’s Veterans of All Wars, now one of the most
frequently used resources in the local history room.
The most remarkable part of the donation is the
extensive set of records from local Civil War veterans,
given to Alan by the person who found them in his
dusty attic, and which he used to write A History of
Armstrong Post No 104, Grand Army of the Republic.
Additional treasures in the collection include detailed
biographies of World War I veterans. This was not at
all a surprise, since the restoration of the Doughboy
statue across from Village Hall was an 8-year project
that he had organized, from doing the research to make
sure he had all the names for each of the plaques to
raising the money for all those plaques. Alan’s modesty
prevented him from ever blowing his own horn, but we
owe him and his family a great deal of gratitude for a
gift that will allow us to give proper credit to every
Rhinebeck veteran.
In addition to the programs listed on the back of this
newsletter, we will be having our annual Holiday Party
at the Rhinecliff Hotel on Saturday night December 14.
2019 is the 100th anniversary of women winning the
right to vote in New York. Bill Jeffway, President of
the Dutchess County Historical Society, will be
speaking on that topic so please save the date.
David Miller, President

On August 20th the gates at the Dutchess County
Fairgrounds will swing open and the 174th Dutchess
County Fair will begin. Interest in forming an
organization to promote agricultural interests in the
county goes back to 1806 with the formation of the
Society of Dutchess County for the Promotion of
Agriculture, but it wasn’t until 1841 that the current
Dutchess County Agricultural Society was founded at
Daniel P. Emigh’s hotel in Washington Hollow.
During the first decade of the organization’s existence
fairs alternated between Poughkeepsie and Washington
Hollow. Interest in establishing a permanent location
for the fair peaked in 1852 when the Society leased
seven acres of land in Washington Hollow in the
vicinity of the current Barracks of Troop K of the New
York State Police. Over the next 35 years the fair
continued in this location and the fairgrounds was
developed to include a grandstand, a half-mile track, an
octagonal exhibit hall, and various livestock barns and
sheds. If you’re doing the math you may be wondering
why, if the Society was founded in 1841, this year will
mark the 174th fair and not the
178 th. The discrepancy is due to the fact that there
were no fairs in certain years related to World Wars I
and II and economic pressures on the Society.
In 1888, feeling that the Washington Hollow venue
was not easily accessible to potential fair attendees, the
fair directors decided to move and Poughkeepsie
seemed the logical place to go. One attraction was the
“Queen City of the Hudson” itself, a thriving
community with a population of 20,207, roughly 25%
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of the entire county’s population. Another benefit was
the Hudson River Stock Farm and Driving Park.
Purchased by beer magnate Jacob Ruppert in 1886 it
was located near Vassar College and boasted one of the
best one-mile tracks in the country. The move resulted
in an immediate growth in attendance and the 1910 fair
was one of the most successful, due in part to the
appearance of former President Theodore Roosevelt
who spoke to a crowd estimated at 30,000 people.

Pressured by the short timeframe to produce a fair the
directors moved quickly and on June 5th announced that
they had decided to “hold the annual fair this year at
Rhinebeck, “ under the auspices of the Rhinebeck
Realty and Development and Development Corp.” at
the Springbrook Race Track.” Noted as one of the best
half-mile tracks in this section of the state, the grounds
had been formerly used as a fairgrounds, but was now
being used primarily as a racing track and was in the
ownership of the Realty Corp. So who were these
movers and shakers and why did they want the fair to
come to Rhinebeck ?
When the fair directors made the decision in 1888 to
move to Poughkeepsie, Rhinebeck was by comparison
still largely rural with a combined village and town
population of 3,902. Change came to the community
in the following thirty years with the arrival of
electricity, centralized water, a new train station and
the greater availability of automobiles. No longer just
a quiet farming community, Rhinebeck was growing
and thriving and being led by progressive thinkers who
wanted the best for their community.

Food has always been a main attraction at the fair, and
the more exotic the better.

The next few years were not so successful and there
was no fair in 1916 and by 1917 the United States had
entered the Great War, leaving no real enthusiasm for a
fair. By 1918 the Society, suffering from the loss of
fair revenue, was unable to prepay the rental fee for
the Driving Park and fair was cancelled.
The following year Mr. Ruppert refused his consent for
the Society to hold their annual fair there and the
Society was at risk to lose its charter for the failure to
hold a fair for the second consecutive year. How ironic
that the cold business decision of someone whose
parents once resided in Rhinebeck would spur others in
the Rhinebeck community to band together to bring the
fair to this community.
While it’s not known exactly when the fair’s directors
became aware of the situation, the first printed
indication that a change was to occur was in the May
15, 1919 edition of the Poughkeepsie Eagle-News.
“Plans for the holding of the Dutchess County fair this
fall are now underway. It has been said that the fair
this year will probably be made more of a local event
than in past years. Several features are being
considered in connection with the coming fair to
stimulate interest on the part of the home people and
make the fair a distinctively Dutchess County event.”

Show cattle have been important to the fair from the very
beginning. To be the Grand Champion at the Dutchess
County Fair is the ultimate prize.

Prominent among those who lobbied the Agricultural
Society to bring the fair to Rhinebeck were Tracy
Dows and Vincent Astor, 1st and 3rd Vice Presidents of
the Society. They were joined quickly by other local
residents Benson Frost, Sr. R. Raymond Rikert and Dr.
George N. Miller. Adding his voice to the call for the
move was 2nd Vice-President J. Griswold Webb of
nearby Clinton Corners. Combined, this group of local
leaders was involved in almost everything going on in
Rhinebeck. Coincidentally, (or not), two of them,
George Miller and R. Raymond Rikert, were also
founders of the Rhinebeck Realty and Development
Company, the owners of the Springbrook Race Track.
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Once the decision to come to Rhinebeck was made
other local Rhinebeck leaders were convinced to join
the effort and the Executive Committee charged with
organizing the fair included Frost, Benjamin Tremper
and Harry Pottenburgh, all residents of Rhinebeck.
The General Committee included representatives from
throughout the county but five of the 12 members came
from Rhinebeck and in addition to Tremper, Rikert,
Pottenburgh and Frost, C.B. Lansing was added to the
committee. The men of Rhinebeck were going to lead
the way and make the fair a success.

The women were Mrs. Roland Delano Redmond and
Mrs. J. Griswold Webb. Mrs. Redmond was called at
the last minute to fill in for her close friend, Mrs. J.
Vincent Astor, who was unable to participate due to the
illness of her mother. Mrs. Redmond drove Mrs.
Astor’s mule Black Joe and competed against Bonnie
Annie, the white mule of Mrs. Webb. The mules and
drivers were so evenly matched that several heats had
to be run before Black Joe was declared the winner
with a time of four minutes over the half-mile track.
Newspapers from New York to Iowa ran the story but
the New York Herald said it best: “This unusual race
ranks among the events that made this year’s fair
memorable.”

Mrs. Redmond and Mrs. Webb racing towards the finish line in
front of the grandstand. Ultimately Mrs.Webb, leading at this
point, lost by that narrowest of margins.

This year marks the 100th Anniversary of the fair’s
arrival in Rhinebeck. There is no doubt that those who
brought it to Rhinebeck hoped it would become an
important part of the fabric of the community. While
any enterprise of this size and complexity is open to
differences of opinion, there is no denying that it
remains, as it was in 1919, an important anchor in the
northern gateway to the town and the village. It is a
little bit ironic that one of the reasons the fair could
leave Poughkeepsie was the growing affordability of
the automobile. Alas! If you go to the fair this year or
even drive by, take a moment to think back to 1919 and
try to imagine the hometown pride and enthusiasm that
energized those who worked so hard to bring the fair to
Rhinebeck. Their confidence wasn’t misplaced.
Rhinebeck has more than met the challenge.

The Women's Exchange Tent.

They say “behind every great man there’s a great
woman.” Granted, it was the men of Rhinebeck who
paved the way for the fair’s relocation here. But,
looking back on that first fair it’s safe to say that the
most successful event was carried out by two
prominent local women and reported on throughout the
country.
“At last the mule has broken into high society.
Two ultrafashionable
New York women have made sensation and
publicity by driving their
pet mules in a race at the Dutchess County
Fair.”
September 22, 1919, Times
Dispatch, Richmond, Va.
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The Rhinebeck Historical
Society thanks our supporting
Business Members

The RHS is looking for volunteers to
help in the local history room at the
Starr Library. The room is open to the
public on Thursdays from 10 am to 4
pm. Scholars and researchers come in
looking for help with their work, and
others send in research requests via
email. Volunteers could either assist
them directly or do so indirectly by
working with the collections in our
archives. No prior research skills are
necessary. However, attention to
detail, interest in history, delight in
working with other people, and joy at
solving puzzles are all most desirable.
It is a great opportunity to learn about
our town while helping others. For
information call Mike Frazier at
845.876.7462 or e-mail
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net.
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Doing Local History Research?
Come visit the Rhinebeck Historical Society Archives!
We are open Thursdays 10-4 in the Local History Room
the lower level of the Starr Library in Rhinebeck
Please call or e-mail to let us know you are coming:
845-876-7462
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net
Local History Room also open Tuesdays 10-3; for more info or to make an
appointment, email Town Historian Nancy Kelly at kinship@hvc.rr.com

Visit us on the web @ Rhinebeckhistoricalsociety.org

THE RHINEBECK HISTORICAL SOCIETY ‐ UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Friday, November 22, 7:00 pm at the Starr Library, Bill Birns – The History of the Catskill Mountains
Off in the distance we see the Catskills rise. Over the distance of time, the Catskills have experienced much
history. A near 50-year Catskill Mountain guy, Dr. Bill Birns, teacher and writer, will lead us into that distance,
both geographically and historically. Come experience the mountains we see in the distance every day.
Refreshments will be served.

SAVE THESE DATES

Friday, September 27, 7:00 pm at the Starr Library, Ron Gabriel, History of War Dogs (The K-9 Corps).
Dogs have a long and heroic history of serving on battlefields throughout the world. We will examine some of
this history and discuss the natural senses that make the dog the ideal candidate for the protection of the troops
around itself. We will discuss the role of dogs in our modern military structure and describe the preferences of
today’s military in regard to war dogs. We will also compare police dogs to Military Working Dogs (MWDs)
in today’s society, as well as the various attributes required of both types of dogs. Finally, we will examine the
role of war dogs in our modern wars, starting with World War I and moving forward through the years.
Refreshments will be served.
Friday, October 25 –7:00 pm -AT THE MORTON LIBRARY- Michael Frazier, Ellerslie
Michael Frazier will talk about the property south of Rhinecliff known as Ellerslie. Commanding one of the
area’s best views of the Hudson River and part of Rhinebeck’s earliest land transaction in 1686, the thousandacre site has served as home to a state senator; a vice president; prep school cadets at a Catholic military
academy; and neglected, dependent and delinquent teenagers sent there by family courts or social service
agencies. The speaker will share recently recovered original plans of the Morton mansion prepared in 1887 by
architect Richard Morris Hunt. He will also share personal recollections from the time he served as a
teacher/administrator at the campus. Refreshments will be served.

