RHS: Summer 2019
Friday, May 3, 7:00pm - at the Starr Library - David Miller – The Schultz Family of Rhinebeck
Two years ago James Schultz allowed us to scan his family albums going back 9 generations to Christian Otto
Schultz who came to Rhinebeck nearly 300 years ago. The album contains photos, family history and genealogy
charts for the family dating back Christian Otto’s arrival in America in 1734. He and his descendants were soldiers in
the Revolutionary war, some of the founding elders and deacons of the Dutch Reformed Church, Ferryboat captains
on the Hudson and owners of Schultz’s landing on the river which makes this album a microcosm of Rhinebeck
History. Using the albums and other items from our archives David Miller will take us through the story of this very
important family in the early history of both Rhinebeck and America.
President's Message
chosen to chair this baptismal meeting of Village trustees,
making him in effect the Village’s earliest Mayor. The
image is even more precious because we at the Rhinebeck
Historical Society have never seen any other image of Dr.
Platt. Even more significant is that this image is a
daguerreotype, the earliest kind of photography, invented in
France in the late 1830s. From his appearance in the picture
(Dr. Platt was born in 1797), it appears he was likely in his
forties or early fifties, making this one of the earliest
examples of a daguerreotype in the United States. The
donor to whom we are indebted for this gift is a retired
lawyer in Lexington, Kentucky, Anne Dubuisson Platt
Sturgill, great granddaughter of Dr. Platt.

We began the year with some fabulous programs given by
Pieter Estersohn – ‘Life Along the Hudson: The Historic
Country Estates of the Livingston Family’, Don Fraser –
‘Gilded Age Scandals’, and Richard Figiel – ‘A Road
Through Time – New York State’s First Road’. All three
programs can be found in the Video section of our website.
We have two remaining programs in our Spring schedule.
Please note the change of date for my lecture on the
‘Schultz Family of Rhinebeck’. Due to a scheduling
conflict the program has been moved from April 26 to May
3. Two weeks later, on May 17 Tony Musso will be
lecturing on his third book in the ‘Hidden Treasures of the
Hudson Valley’ series. We are working on our schedule for
next Fall which will appear in the August newsletter.

We received the
medallion mounted
in a glass case with
an enlargement of
the photo next to it.
Some logistics still
need to be worked
out, but we hope to
be able to make
arrangements with
the donor and with
Mayor Bassett and
the current Village
board that would
permit us to display
the medallion on
long term loan at the
Village Hall so that more Village residents would have an
opportunity to view it than if it were kept in storage in our
archives.

We received a gift from Historic Red Hook. Mike Frazier
has been working with them building a database of their
extensive collection of over 1,000 maps by surveyor Frank
L. Teal. Most are for properties in Red Hook, but it was
discovered that about 150 of these Teal maps are of
properties in Rhinebeck. Historic Red Hook has decided to
donate those maps to us. Most have been well cared for by
Red Hook—for the others, our own Connie Lown can be
found on Thursdays in the local history room making the
necessary repairs, so that they can join the rest of the Teal
map collection waiting to be scanned and added to our
online database.
We are very grateful to a generous individual who shared
with us a remarkable treasure.
The gift is a medallion. Its exceptionally detailed decorative
engraving makes this medallion quite a treasure for that
reason alone. What makes this medallion important for us
here in Rhinebeck is that it frames an image of an
individual elected as one of the Village’s first group of
trustees (there were seven at that time, compared to the
current five). Our Village was incorporated in 1834. The
trustee is Dr. Eliphalet Platt, MD—and it was he who was

David Miller, President
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fledgling new group - The Dutch Arms Fife and
Drum Corps.

The Fifes and Drums of
Rhinebeck

Dewitt was a military man who sometimes
marched with his young corp in his old WWII
army uniform. He clearly had a patriotic spirit.
He was born in 1907 and if he grew up in the
area, he may also have been influenced in his
early years by Rhinebeck’s past F&D tradition.
We read again in the local paper that in 1909 the
"New York State Fifers' & Drummers'
Association" was organized "to improve the
F,D, & Bugle Corps of the State.” Soon
thereafter, The Rhinebeck Fife, Drum, and
Bugle Corps was organized June 16, 1910. Over
its existence, it won awards for playing and
drilling, and apparently it won state-wide fame
for having the shortest and tallest drum majors.

In 1959, beloved former town historian Dewitt
Gurnell was busy planning Rhinebeck's
involvement in the Hudson-Champlain 350th
anniversary celebration. He was disappointed
that he couldn't get the high school band to play
any patriotic tunes and be more involved.
Knowing an even bigger celebration would
come about a little over 15 years later, he may
have been thinking – you know…I really need to
do something about this! Authentic colonial
music, specifically the music of fife and drum, is
what he had in his heart and on his mind.
We read in the Rhinebeck Gazette on Aug. 6,
1959 that in conjunction with the Champlain
celebration, he organized the town's first fife and
drum "ancient muster" on fairgrounds. Dewitt
proclaimed this will be "one of the biggest and
loudest exhibitions every to come to
Rhinebeck."

Image: Rhinebeck Fife, Drum & Bugle Corps
from 1914 souvenir program
On May 30, 1914, there is a little note in the
Gazette about them again:

Eight corps participated, with The Sons of
Liberty of Brooklyn NY serving as the host
corp. The event started with a jam session on the
front lawn of the Beekman Arms. Presumably
they marched to the fairgrounds, as the article
states they paraded around the track. Gurnell
probably hoped the spirit of these people and
their musicianship would inspire the kids in his
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In July 1914, the sixth annual state convention &
competition was held in Rhinebeck. Supposedly
31 corps participated, but we read 9 paraded:

In 1915, the corp traveled to Yonkers and won
three prize, including 2nd for playing. "The local
boys played both pieces in 120 counts, and were
the only corps that played in perfect time. The
three counts against them were that one snare
drummer made an extra beat at the end of the
first piece, one kept time with his foot and one
line of men was not straight. But for these, the
first prize would have come to Rhinebeck."

Nine Corps in Brilliant Parade Wednesday—
Rainy Skies Failed To Dampen Enthusiasm
July 18, 1914
Preparations for the great occasion began in
earnest Monday and decorations were all in
place by Tuesday morning. The village has
seldom, if ever, been better or more thoroughly
decorated.

World War I then came along and it must have
changed peoples' priorities, as the story of the
first Rhinebeck fife and drum group seems to
end here.

The first corps to reach Rhinebeck was the
Yalesville Fife and Corps of Yalesville, Conn.
They arrived Tuesday afternoon at three o’clock
and established their headquarters at the hotel.
During the afternoon, they paraded the principal
streets several times and made an excellent
impression both by their appearance and their
playing. They came from the longest distance.

Going back further, there is a record in the NYS
Archives in Albany of Capt. Henry B.
Livingston’s Company within the 4th Regiment,
showing both a fifer and drummer as being part
of that unit in early 1776.

Earlier in Feb 1914, the Rhinebeck corps held a
fundraiser for the convention:

The Dutch Arms Fife and Drum
Fast forward 45 years from the 1914 corps when
the Dutch Arms F&D Corps came about. In the
early 1960's Dewitt ran the corp with military
precision. There was a formal process to elect
leaders, and each leader held a rank. The corp
leader was a major, and his/her staffs were
captains and lieutenants. Other members had to
participate in four parades and all the historical
hikes arranged (such as to the native camp site
on Sepasco lake) to get promoted to corporal
from privates. Uncle Dewitt, as he was known,
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had them write historical essays as history
assignments. A Gazette Advertiser article on
May 8, 1975 explains some of what Dewitt was
trying to achieve in shaping the lives of its
young members:

The season of 1975 was when the bicentennial
celebrations started kicking in (200 yrs from
Concord’s Old North Bridge engagement on
April 19, 1775). It was a busy year for the corps;
they reportedly had at least 15 events. By this
time, 60 kids ranging from ages 8 to 14 were in
the group. Some members were even children of
the founding members from 1959.

Gurnell proudly maintains that the Fife and
Drum is one of the few groups left that knows
how to observe a holiday. "We don't go to the
beach, roast hot dogs and get away from it all.
We march in observation of something our
forefathers fought and died for," Gurnell
declares. …A feeling of town pride and unity can
develop from the feelings instilled in Fife and
Drummers, says Gurnell. "It helps these kids
understand why their ancestors fought the
Revolutions War. Until they understand that,
they can never appreciate the town today." …To
help foster a feeling of pride in town, church and
community, Gurnell and his group engage in
activities other than marching. Recently, the
youngsters planted trees along Rhinebeck streets
and then put up crosses as memorials to
Revolutionary War soldiers.”

Images: Undated, RHS collection
On May 10, 1975 they performed at the
dedication of the main mall in Poughkeepsie.
The Sunday after July 4, 1775, the corps was at
Clermont to commemorate the signing of the
Declaration of Independence. The next few
years were filled with participation in
Montgomery Day events, Livingston Days,
historic house tours, Clearwater landings,
Memorial Day & July 4th events, and whatever
else Dewitt could think of.
A March 1977 article mentions an ancient
muster held on "Traphagen and Kipsbergen
Days" and it states the "Patriots and Livingston
Drum Corps are almost all booked up for the
summer however, the Dutch Arms junior Corps
will be featured in all local events.”
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It was a different time back then. We all recall
the 60’s and 70’s, a time when we always just
had to do the best we could with what we had.
The corps struggled with transportation,
uniform maintenance, instrument costs, and
such things as just finding sheet music, but
they persevered. Members paid 25 cent in
dues per practice to help defray some costs.
Dewitt paid for a lot of the expenses out of his
own pocket.

July, another one is in Westbrook CT in
August, and one is held at the Wayside Inn in
late September.

Dewitt passed away in 1988. It’s not clear
when the corps fizzled out; it’s said to be the
early 1980s. A handful of photographs are in
the RHS archives (and the RHS is always
looking for more to expand its historical
record). The photos also show a second local
corp in 1975 - the Patriot’s Fife and Drum
Corps of Rhinecliff, but little is known about
them. The old Dutch Arms bass drum is in the
basement of the Reformed Dutch Church.
Former corp members are still in town and
who knows, someday we might even hear of a
reunion.

In the Ancient Spirit, Brian Plumb

The Dutch Arms Fife and Drum and the
Rhinebeck F, D, and Bugle Corps will always
be a cherished part of the town’s history and
hopefully the legacy they created may
someday inspire others to bring back that
sound again.

I wasn't in the Dutch Arms F&D corps but I
recall seeing them perform when I was young.
I think it influenced me, as later in life I spent
nearly 20 year in the fife and drum companie
of the Wayside Inn in Sudbury, MA. For
those interested in looking for more
information on F&D, there is an organization
called The Company of Fifers and Drummers.
If you poke around their website, you’ll find a
complete digitized collection of the “Ancient
Times” magazine going back to 1973. There’s
no index, but maybe there’s more on the
Dutch Arms buried in one of these. Sheet
music and tunes can be found all over the
internet. Fifedrum.org is one place to look.
Three major fife and drum events are held in
the northeast - A large muster and parade of
60 or so corps is held in Deep River CT in
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The Rhinebeck Historical
Society thanks our supporting
Business Members

The RHS is looking for volunteers to
help in the local history room at the
Starr Library. The room is open to the
public on Thursdays from 10 am to 4
pm. Scholars and researchers come in
looking for help with their work, and
others send in research requests via
email. Volunteers could either assist
them directly or do so indirectly by
working with the collections in our
archives. No prior research skills are
necessary. However, attention to
detail, interest in history, delight in
working with other people, and joy at
solving puzzles are all most desirable.
It is a great opportunity to learn about
our town while helping others. For
information call Mike Frazier at
845.876.7462 or e-mail
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net.
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Doing Local History Research?
Come visit the Rhinebeck Historical Society Archives!
We are open Thursdays 10-4 in the Local History Room
the lower level of the Starr Library in Rhinebeck
Please call or e-mail to let us know you are coming:
845-876-7462
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net
Local History Room also open Tuesdays 10-3; for more info or to make an
appointment, email Town Historian Nancy Kelly at kinship@hvc.rr.com

Visit us on the web @ Rhinebeckhistoricalsociety.org

THE RHINEBECK HISTORICAL SOCIETY ‐ UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Friday, May 17, 7:00 pm at the Starr Library – Tony Musso – Hidden Treasures of the Hudson
Valley Volume 3
In this, the third volume of the Hidden Treasures of the Hudson Valley series, the author identifies another
55 lesser known but historically rich sites, which played an important role in the establishment of the
region. Tony’s talk will highlight many of these sites. Tony has lectured at the RHS many times in the past
and has always been an informative and entertaining speaker and we look forward to hearing about his
latest book.
Stay tuned for our August newsletter which will list the exciting programs that we are working for this
coming Fall.

SAVE THESE DATES

Friday, May 3 (NOTE CHANGE OF DATE FROM APRIL 26) – 7:00 pm at the Starr Library David Miller – The Schultz Family of Rhinebeck
Two years ago James Schultz allowed us to scan his family albums going back 9 generations to Christian
Otto Schultz who came to Rhinebeck nearly 300 years ago. The album contains photos, family history and
genealogy charts for the family dating back Christian Otto’s arrival in America in 1734. He and his
descendants were soldiers in the Revolutionary war, some of the founding elders and deacons of the Dutch
Reformed Church, Ferryboat captains on the Hudson and owners of Schultz’s landing on the river which
makes this album a microcosm of Rhinebeck History. Using the albums and other items from our archives
David Miller will take us through the story of this very important family in the early history of both
Rhinebeck and America.

