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- What is done, is Done -

The greatest aspect of “Sula” by Toni Morrison is that it demonstrates so many great life lessons that many people have a hard time acknowledging.  Morrison exposes the issues of racism, fatherhood, motherhood, heterosexual love and loss, female love, death, murder, post-traumatic stress (PTS) and unfaithfulness as well as so many other aspects of real life that most people do not think about from day to day.  However, Morrison strives to make all these issues come to life within one single (fictional) community. 
The most powerful of all the life lessons exposed in “Sula” is that you cannot change the past no matter how bad it hurts.  So many times, people do not think about the consequences of their actions.  They act on impulse and suffer the consequences later that were unanticipated.  For most people, these consequences are not very detrimental to the person it affects.  In the book however, Morrison does an excellent job of making the reader experience the pain of consequences/circumstances that cannot be changed because it is too late.  
In the beginning, Sula and Nel were all the other had.  Each had a uniquely rough childhood and having each other was the only thing that kept them moving forward.  Nel was the rational one and Sula was the spontaneous and illogical one.  It was as if, together, they were one whole person; each made the other complete.
Eventually, Nel settles down with a man named Jude.  The marriage was not due to Nel being in love with Jude but rather that her rationale took over; being pressured by society, she felt is if marrying a man was the right thing to do and that somehow it would complete her life.  Sula on the other hand, never married and eventually left her hometown, not to return for another decade.

Immediately upon Sula’s arrival back into Nel’s life, she realized that all the time Sula was gone she never really had any true friends and was lacking happiness in her life; but Sula once again completed her life.  She recognized the fact that Sula was the one thing in life that made her truly happy.  Until the day she found Jude cheating on her with none other than Sula.
She immediately rejects Sula’s friendship and turns her back against her completeness.  After years of hurt, she decides to visit an ill Sula to ask the question that she so desperately needed an answer to, “Why didn’t you think of me… I was good to you Sula... We were friends.”  The only response Sula gave was, “If we were such good friends, how come you couldn’t get over it?”  (Page 144-145)  Upon this answer, Nel left Sula to be alone with her illness and that night was sadly Sula’s last.

After another 25 years, when Nel was in her late 50’s and was lonely and still bitter with what Sula had done, she had a revelation.  Walking past Sula’s grave, she decided to visit.  The site aroused many repressed memories and upon recalling her past, she remembered Sula’s last words.  Nel cried out to the heavens, “All that time, all that time, I thought I was missing Jude… O, Lord, Sula.”  It suddenly became clear: for all those years, Nel was never really mad at Sula for taking Jude out of her life.  She realized it was never Jude she missed; it had always been Sula who had left the hole in her heart.  Despite what she once believed, it was Sula’s friendship that made her whole, not her marriage to Jude.

Nel finally realized that it had always been her own choice to shut Sula out from her life.  Sadly though, it was too late to go back and revise.  Sula was gone forever and unfortunately for Nel, you cannot change the past no matter how badly it hurts.
