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Surviving a Broken Home
At first, I really wanted to write my position paper on the concept of abuse brought about in this book.  I then decided to write more broadly about the concept of broken homes and how they affect the entire family; parents and the children involved.  I want to focus on Milkman’s experience because I am able to relate to his situation on a very personal level.  A lot of the circumstances Milkman endured, I have been through myself.   My situation does not involve physical abuse, but nevertheless it is just as detrimental.

This story was very interesting because it went through the process of Milkman growing up and learning very valuable life lessons.  One of the most intriguing aspects of the book was Milkman’s relationship with each of his parents.  Eventually, he starts to realize that his whole life is controlled by the pure hatred between all his family members.  He states, “I have to get out of that house…  My family’s driving me crazy.  Daddy wants me to be like him and hate my mother.  My mother wants me to think like her and hate my father.  Corinthians won’t speak to me; Lena wants me out” (page 222).  He was just a pawn in their sick game, never really acknowledged by either as a person with real feelings.

It was interesting, and yet very realistic, that each of Milkman’s parents subjected him to “their side” of the truth; leaving Milkman to wonder why his parents would tell him the details of their strained past (on page 76).  The next step was “Milkman’s confusion was rapidly turning to anger,” which is very common when a child (not in terms of age, but in terms of family status) cannot process the information they have been given.  This feeling he was having was mostly derived from the loneliness and confusion his parents subjected him to.
When Milkman finally leaves town he beings to feel like he finally fit in somewhere; “Back home he had never felt that way, as though he belonged to anyplace or anybody.  He’d always considered himself the outsider in his family.”  The reason for this feeling is due to a lack of compassion from his parents.  Each of his parents were so hell bent on making sure their son saw their side of the story, they forgot to even consider the feelings of their own son.  Macon hits Milkman’s mother and to justify his actions, he tells Milkman his side of the story.  Once he is done explaining all his excuses for this crude and inexcusable behavior he says (page 74), “I am not a bad man.  I want you to know that.  Or believe it.  No man ever took his responsibilities more seriously than I have.”  However, all I kept thinking was how selfish Macon was at this moment in time.  Not once did he apologize and admit he was wrong to Milkman.  He never had Milkman’s feelings in mind, only his justifications to appease his own mind.  Milkman began to feel as if “Deep down in that pocket where his heart hid, he felt used.  Somehow everyone was using him for something or as something” (page 165).  


All this animosity leads to Milkman deciding that he needs to leave town.  Without intending to, he starts to realize his own independence.  At some point, coming from a broken home, you have a revelation; like the one Milkman had.  You stop caring how your parents feel about each other and you stop caring about your position in the situation because you realize none of it is your fault.  For the first time in his life, he felt as if he was is in control of himself.  [In modern days, children don’t know how to gain this control and many times it manifests into an eating disorder, addiction or even suicide.  I believe this is why Milkman was always drinking, smoking cigarettes and smoking weed.  You accumulate this feeling of being broken; used and not sure how to find out who you truly are because others are always telling you what to believe and trying to control your beliefs.]
The book starts with Milkman thinking he was always looking over his shoulder because of this “Concentration on things behind him.  Almost as though there were no future to be had” (page 35).  After he leaves his hometown and has time to reflect on himself, he realizes that he can’t control others and how they walk over him.  He begins to see that the only actions that matter are his own.  “Hating his parents, his sisters, seemed silly now” (page 300).  Life could only get better for him and dwelling on his family’s past and problems were of no help to him now.  Only he can control his own destiny.  I felt proud.
