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An Excellent Scapegoat
While there were many topics I could have written about that are present within the book Paradise, there is one part of the text I cannot stop thinking about.  It is very difficult for me to fathom what bestows upon men the assumptions that they are superior to women.  You witness this issue repeatedly throughout the entire text; men who feel that women are inferior and they therefore have control over them.  However when they lose this control, they act out in violence to show ‘who’s the boss’.
It starts on page 54; “K.D. looked from Arnette’s neat shirtwaist dress to the bangs across her forehead and then into her face – sullen, nagging, accusatory – and slapped it.  The change in her expression well worth it.”  This resumes on page 59 with Reverend Misner trying to reconcile the situation with Arnette’s family and stating, “Maybe we could get a better fix, K.D., if you could tell us why you did it.  Why?  What happened?  Were you drinking?  Did she aggravate you somehow?”  As if an answer to any of these questions would justify and validate his actions. 

To me, this issue within the text ties well into the main moral of the story of how one person feels they have the right to dominate another; in this case the men feeling they have the right to kill the women of the convent.  When K.D. hit Arnette it was not because he was so frustrated he didn’t know how to talk to her civilly, it was because she took control of the situation and he needed to take it back via the only thing he knew how, hitting her; assuming he was superior and she had no right to be in a higher position within this argument than himself.
The worst part is that men justify their actions by giving some lame excuse about how the woman drove him to do it.  For example: when a man rapes a women, his excuse is that she asked for it by how she walked, talked and dressed.  Then when outsiders hear the story, they say “well, maybe if her skirt wasn’t so short’ this would never have happened.”  As if a man violating a woman is somehow her fault and all blame circumvents the man, putting it entirely on the victim!  In the text, Misner waits for an answer from K.D., assuming that if she somehow provoked him to hit her, he could pass the blame of his actions onto Arnette rather than taking it himself.
As Jamie stated in class, “If the men’s actions were justifiable, then why do they have to justify them.”  Obviously, they know their actions are wrong, but a woman is an excellent scapegoat; and in this time period, that was acceptable.  I would like to think that times have changed between then and now, but I know that would be naïve of me.
