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9.  Using the web and any other sources (written or otherwise), tell the history of Women’s History Month and explain whether or not (and how) you think it has contributed to the recovery of knowledge about women.
As March is the month set aside by Americans to celebrate Women’s History Month and considering the fact that I know absolutely nothing about this important month, other than the fact that it celebrates women whom most I have never heard of which was apparent by me only knowing answers to three of the thirty one questions on the women’s history month test given in class, I decided to take on question number nine so that each year from now on, I will better understand the importance of Women’s History Month as a woman.  Prior to conducting research, I would like to give my definition of Women’s History Month to determine 1) how much I did not know about this important month and 2) how much I learned throughout my research.
My personal interpretation of Women’s History Month is a month set aside to honor women.  This month is the month which we pay more attention to the women in our lives and ponder how to make the conditions for women better because women are an important part of our society and have much to offer.

According to Borgna Brunner, celebrating women’s history did not emerge until 1978 and was initiated by the Education Task Force of the Sonoma County Commission (Sonoma County, California) and began as simply “Women’s History Week” to take on the challenge of putting women’s history into the minds of students and the general public.  
The week of March 8th was chosen as the special week because March 8th was International Women’s Day.  At the time, International Women’s Day had been around quite some time with Brunner claiming it was actually started in 1911 by an American commemoration of working women.  Across the United States, International Women’s Day was celebrated throughout the 1910’s and 1920’s.  However, it sadly died down as a day of importance and was not celebrated any longer until the Women’s Movement within the United States in the 1960’s.  
Brunner explains that the surfacing of celebrating women’s history came from two major issues.  During the women’s movement of the 1960’s, women rightfully called into question their “invisibility in traditional American history texts”.  Alongside women questioning our history’s importance of women, “the movement also raised the aspirations as well as the opportunities of women, and produced a growing number of female historians.”  
This is quite significant when considering women’s history as a study to be taken seriously because before 1970.  Women's history was rarely the subject of serious study and there may have been only one or two historian’s total who would have claimed to be a women’s historian and there was absolutely no formal educational programs which allowed women and men alike to study this lost history.  However, slow but radical changes have emerged and thankfully, yet rightfully so, almost every institution in the country now offers courses over women’s history and many also offer the field as a program of study for their students.  
This shift in women’s history in the American educational program is important because it renders the invisible women of our history as visible to those willing to learn.  Once society brought to the forefront that women have in fact been invisible within traditional American history, we were able to begin a recovery phase of women throughout history which includes piecing together history which has been previously lost or purposely left out; which ultimately rendered women invisible within society.
Fortunately the United Nations began sponsoring International Women's Day in 1975 giving the day credibility and thus “International Women's Day is now an official holiday in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bulgaria, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Macedonia, Moldova, Mongolia, Russia, Tajikstan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan and Vietnam and events are held all over the world.”  This day is very important because women all over the world use this day to bring awareness to the rest of the world population as to the conditions women face all over the world which include but are not limited to (Brunner): 
· Bride Burnings.  In India, about 25,000 brides are burned to death each year as the groom's family will set the bride on fire and depict it as an accident or suicide so the groom is then free to remarry. 
· Honor Killings.  Around the world, women who have been the victim of rape are killed by their own families to preserve the family's “honor.”
· Female Genital Mutilation.  100-140 million girls and women have undergone some form of female genital mutilation.  Even though this practice is illegal in many nations including Africa, twenty eight African countries still secretly torture girls and women via female genital mutilation. 
· Rape as a Weapon.  Rape is used as a weapon of war in Chiapas, Mexico, Rwanda, Kuwait, Haiti, Colombia, and many other places.
“In February 1980, President Jimmy Carter issued the first Presidential Proclamation declaring the Week of March 8th 1980 as National Women's History Week” (MacGregor).  In 1981, both male Republican Senator of Utah Orrin Hatch and female Democratic Representative of Maryland Barbara Mikulski “co-sponsored a joint Congressional resolution for national Women’s History Week” in the United States (Brunner).   
“This co-sponsorship demonstrated the wide-ranging political support for recognizing, honoring, and celebrating the achievements of American women” (MacGregor).  Eventually in 1987 (6 years later), Congress stretched Women’s History Week into an entire month and thus we received March as we now know it, National Women's History Month.

While the push for women’s history recognition is essential to highlight women of history and therefore educate the public that women are not invisible from history but rather “written with invisible ink,” I am not so certain that the efforts have gone noticed.  This observation is based on the following facts:
1. I did not know the “true” origins or purpose of Women’s History Month prior to my investigation for this paper.  To ensure that this could not be just attributed to my lack of paying attention, I asked each family member of the “true” origins and purpose of this month and received the same generic answer which I originally gave.  “The month is set aside to honor the women in our lives and across the world.”
2. After the class partook in the Women’s History Month Test, it became very apparent that most of us, even those students pursuing Women’s and Gender Studies degrees, were unable to answer the questions presented before us.  Therefore, women have obviously been left out of our prior educational teachings.  We are all very aware of whom George Washington, Shakespeare, Picasso and Thomas Edison were, just to name a few.  But, almost no one remembered the name of the first women to run for president (Victoria Woodhall) or the first African-American woman to win the Nobel Prize for literature (Toni Morrison) or even the queen our own country overthrow in order to take over Hawaii for business purposes (Liliʻuokalani).
While this month’s purpose is to recover lost history in the minds of students and the public, I absolutely cannot say that I vaguely know anything about women’s history; women’s issues is one thing, but women’s history is another.  As the National Women’s History Month has said “Invisibility is the number one form of bias. When we don't see women included among the lists of great personalities of our century or as active participants in the history of our nation, we probably assume that women just have not done anything worthy of inclusion.  Nothing could be further from the truth.”
For example, I keep pondering the fact that almost every single American knows one of the greatest speakers of all time who led the Civil Rights Movement, Martin Luther King Jr.  Not to suppress his efforts, but why is it that the other single most important movement in our American history is left in the shadows.  Prior to this course, I knew nothing of any leaders of the Women Suffrage Movement.  I am also fairly certain that most Americans are unaware of these brave and important individuals as well.  Why is this so you ask?  

The problem lies in our societal and therefore educational system.  Women have always been inferior to men in our society and for this reason they have been left out of our history.  Even with the National Women’s History Month, we are still unaware of these important individuals who helped shape our society into what it is today.

So one might ask, what does all this mean?  This means that while we celebrate the men of our history every single day by highlighting them within our educational system, we neglect the challenges of women and the changes they have facilitated which allow us to enjoy the “good life” we have come to know and love as Americans.  Women’s History Month is more than just a month to honor the women in our lives and society.  It is an opportunity given to us to put women of our history in the forefront of our minds and encourages us to learn more about the lost and invisible individuals of our history which we must recover and incorporate into our educational system alongside the accomplishments of our history’s men.  This is a far cry from what the individuals I talked to celebrate each March (if you want to call it a celebration).  We must ensure that we take the time to learn of these history’s and pass them to the next generations or we truly face the reality of losing forever what little pieces of women’s history we have left.
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8.  Choose one of the feminist writers/theorists from 1792 to 1950 and recover her history, giving as much information about her as you possibly can.  Also explain why you chose her.

I decided to use project number eight as my second piece of writing because I felt it was necessary to take on a role of uncovering a woman’s history after discovering what it means to celebrate Women’s History Month.  I wanted to investigate the history of a woman who lived before the age of computers and quick access to information so that I could find out about a woman who I might not hear of otherwise.  
I chose to investigate the history of Sojourner Truth because her named peaked my interest immediately when I heard it.  Why did it peak my interest?  I have heard her name almost every day for the past 8 years and never once thought much of it.  The Sojourner Truth is a local African American newspaper of the Toledo area.  How is it that I have learned so little about history that a newspaper could be named after a woman in our own history and I have never even heard her name?  Therefore, I felt it was my duty to investigate this woman whose readings were so captivating that it was hard to believe a woman of her time with these ideas is a person I have never heard of.

When reading here essays from our text, she immediately captured my attention when she exclaimed “If the first woman God ever made was strong enough to turn the world upside down all alone, these women together ought to be able to turn it back, and get it right side up again!  And now they is asking to do it, and men better let them.”  My respect level went off the charts for this woman immediately after reading this knowing that she was brave enough not only to question equal rights in a time of slavery as a former slave, but she questioned her rights as an African American woman and spoke out against the white slave owning man.  She delivered this powerful speech in 1851 and considering the fact that the 13th amendment which abolished slavery did not even go into effect until 1865 (www.infoplease.com), her bravery cannot be disputed.
Early Life

Sojourner Truth lived a very hard life from a very early age.  She was born Isabelle Baumfree in 1797 on the Colonel Johannes Hardenbergh Dutch plantation in Ulster County, New York.  Her parents, Elizabeth and James Baumfree, were slaves of the Hardenbergh estate and had 13 children including Isabelle.  Her first language was Dutch and did not learn English until the age of 9 when she was sold to her second master (Charles Hardenbergh) who was not appreciative of the fact that she did not speak English.  She was forced to quickly learn English for fear of agonizing beatings.  However, she still held on to a Dutch accent until the day she died.  (Sojourner Truth Biography)
Her second master died in 1808 and she was therefore sold again, at the age of 11, to another slave owner named John Neely along with a herd of sheep for a mere $100; comparable to $1,760 in 2009 according to MeasuringWorth.  This new master would beat Isabelle intensively whenever there was miscommunication and Isabelle quickly found refuge in religion.  She has told the story of this owner that she was “once whipped with a bundle or rods, prepared in the embers, and bound together with cords.”  As the beatings were so bad, she once begged her father for help and soon after she was resold to her fourth master, Martinus Schryyer, for $105 this time; comparable to $1,850 in 2009 according to MeasuringWorth.  This new owner was not as torturous as the last; however being a slave could never be easy.    (Sojourner Truth Biography, Ashley and Butler)
Sadly though, this break of harsh beatings only lasted a year and a half because she was resold again in 1810 at the age of 13 to her fifth master, John Dumont of New Paltz, New York.  This new slave owner was described by Sojourner as “harsh and cruel” for reasons that we may never understand because she was not open about the torture bestowed upon her while under his power.  However, all forms of abuse including that of a sexual nature are suspected.    (Sojourner Truth Biography)
Love, Marriage and Children
Despite the fact that she was tortured, tormented and suffered at her owners’ hands, she found it manageable to fall in love with another slave named Robert around 1815 (the young age of 18).  Unfortunately, this slave did not have the same owner as she did and therefore Robert’s owner was not accepting of the relationship because he figured that if they had children together, he would not have ownership of the “property” that would now exist (aka: their children).  Despite the dangers of the relationship, Robert found a way to sneak off his owners’ plantation to spend a night with Isabelle which resulted in them having a child together named Diana.  However, the night Robert snuck off, his owner and his owners’ son tracked him down like a dog “beat him savagely, bound him and drug him away.”  Sadly, Isabelle never saw Robert after that night despite the fact that they had a child together.    Two years later, her owner forced her to marry one of the other slaves on his plantation named Thomas.  Together, they had four children named “Peter (1822), James (who died young), Elizabeth (1825) and Sophia (1826).”   (Sojourner Truth Biography)
Freedom

The emancipation of slaves was planned to happen in 1827 and her fifth master, Dumont, promised her freedom a year earlier if she “did well and was faithful”.  However, he broke his promise to her by claiming that she was less productive due to a hand injury and therefore he could not follow through with his promise to her.  She was so enraged by his actions, as she believed that the master-slave relationship was built around fairness, that she decided to take her fate into her own hands and took off in the middle of the night with her baby Sophia in 1826.  (Sojourner Truth Biography)
Eventually, she found the Van Wagenen house of Isaaz and Maria who took her in during her flight for freedom.  However, Dumont soon found her hideaway and demanded that she return to his plantation for the rest of the year until the emancipation went into effect; after all she was his property.  He even threatened to take her baby away from her if she did not comply with his demands.  By the grace of God however, the Van Wagenens offered Dumont $20 (comparable to $444 in 2009 according to MeasuringWorth) to buy her services until the remainder of the year before the emancipation went into effect.  For the first time in her life, she saw a true act of kindness.  (Sojourner Truth Biography)

After she knew she was safe, she began to find a way to get her son Peter back from her previous master.  However, Peter had been illegally traded to another owner in the southern state of Alabama.  After much turmoil with the courts, she eventually won her son back from his owners and he was returned to his rightful place with his mother.  (Sojourner Truth Biography)
Religion and Preaching

While spending time with the Van Wagenens, Isabelle discovered her faith and became "overwhelmed with the greatness of the Divine presence” which inspired her to preach; her speeches are what she is best known for in history.  Some of these later speeches were read during our course including her most famous “Ain’t I a Woman” and “Keeping the Thing Going While Things Are Stirring.”  (Sojourner Truth Biography)

After finding her faith, Isabelle began to attend a local Methodist church where she met Miss Gear whom she left town with in 1829.  Soon after, Isabella met Elijah Pierson, a “religious reformer”, and stayed in his house called the “kingdom” where his followers stayed.  Sadly though, a Robert Matthias took over as the spiritual leader and Pierson died in 1834.  Due to what may have seemed as rather odd circumstances, the owners of the house in which the group resided in, the Folger’s, accused Robert and Isabella of “stealing their money and poisoning Elijah.”  They were eventually exonerated of all the false charges and Isabella decided to keep on moving and eventually landed in New York City without any worldly belonging and after deliberation, she decided to pursue her calling in which she discovered previously.  As a result, she changed her name on June 1st, 1843 at the age of 46 to what she is more commonly known as, “Sojourner Truth” and began traveling the country as a preacher. 
(Sojourner Truth Biography)

In 1844, Truth joined the Northampton Association of Education and Industry of Massachusetts which had a roster of 210 members whom all lived on a 500 acre farm banning together in cooperation with “raising livestock, running grist and saw mills and operating a silk factory.”  This new group she joined was a group of abolitionists whose purpose was to “promote cooperation and productive labor and were strongly anti-slavery, religiously tolerant, women’s rights and peacekeeping principles”; a perfect fit for a personality like Truth’s.  Unfortunately, silk making at the time was not profitable and therefore the group was forced to disperse in 1846 as they could not afford to continue running without any profits, and like that Truth was back to her nomadic ways.  (Sojourner Truth Biography)

She found refuge in a cotton mill which was run by one of the Associations founders, George Benson.  In 1850, her memoirs were published by William Llyod Garrison via The Narrative of Sojourner Truth: A Northern Slave.  For the first time in her life, Truth began raking in an income off her memoirs and this also got her name to the public which gave her greater access to public speaking over topics which were hot and heavy in her time such as anti-slavery and women’s rights.  (Sojourner Truth Biography; Ashley and Butler)

Sadly, the cotton mill went under during the same year (1850) as her undoubted success, which left Truth once again homeless.  However, as she now had her own income, she was able to purchase a home to call her own for $300 (comparable to $8,500 in 2009 according to MeasuringWorth) in Northampton;  something many women of her time were unable to do.   (Sojourner Truth Biography)

In 1854, Truth finally gave her most famous speech “And Ain’t I a Woman” to the Ohio Women’s Rights Convention a little south of home in Akron.  This was a powerful speech that spoke to the rights of African American women who only wanted the right to be treated equally and acknowledged as a woman within society.  A touching piece from her speech which we read in class can be found on page 75 of Feminist Theory: “That man over there says that women need to be helped into carriages, and lifted over ditches, and to have the best place everywhere.  Nobody ever helps me into carriages, or over mud-puddles, or gives me any best place!  And ain’t I a woman?...  I have borne thirteen children, and seen them most all sold off to slavery, and when I cried out with my mother’s grief, none but Jesus heard me!  And ain’t I a woman?”  These are such powerful words of inequality spoken in a manner which most modern people of our current world cannot truly understand.  (Sojourner Truth Biography)

Not long after this speech, Truth published her second edition of Narrative in 1955.  “Truth then became involved with a then popular spiritualism religious movement, a group called the Progressive Friends, an offshoot of the Quakers.”  This group believed in many of the same principles and ethics as the last group she was involved with including “abolition, women’s rights, non-violence, and communicating with spirits.”  Because she was devoted to this group, she sold her house and bought a new one in Harmonia, Michigan in order to be with her new found community in 1857.  (Sojourner Truth Biography; Ashley and Butler)

With her gift of speech, she spoke for the rights of slaves to be freed and urged for acceptance of African Americans to be allowed to fight for their rights by enlisting in the military and being an asset to their country during the Civil War between the divided North and South.  As a matter of fact, her very own grandson enlisted in the military in the “54th Regiment, Massachusetts.”  (Sojourner Truth Biography) 
Post Civil War

Truth decided to assist newly freed slaves via the Freedman’s Relief Association and also worked at the Freedman’s Hospital.  She decided to move again in 1867 from her home she purchased ten years ago and continue her journey on to Battle Creek, Michigan (very close to home) with her grandson Sammy.  (Sojourner Truth Biography)
Illness

She developed ulcers on her leg in 1874 at the age of 77 which was treated successfully by a physician but not kept her from touring and giving speeches like she used to.  So, she then decided to publish her third edition of Narrative in 1875; the same year her grandson Sammy passed away.  She began to heavily advocate for freed slaves to migrate out west and north which did eventually happened naturally.  Being so ecstatic of this migration, she spent a year in Kansas, a state where many freed slaves had migrated to, helping the refugees in 1979.  (Sojourner Truth Biography; Ashley and Butler)
Again in July of 1883, she began to have troubles with ulcers on her legs and sought medical care.  She was treated by “Dr. John Harvey Kellogg of the Battle Creek Sanitarium who is said to have grafted some of his own skin onto Sojourner's leg” (Ashley and Butler).  She did return to her home afterwards in Battle Creek, Michigan but unfortunately she died four months later on November 26, 1883 at the age of 86 with her family and was later buried by her grandson Sammy in Oak Hill Cemetery.  (Sojourner Truth Biography; Ashley and Butler) 
Post-Death


After Truth’s passing in 1883, Frances Titus (a traveling companion and publisher of “the third edition of Sojourner’s Narrative”) began collection donations which allowed for her to present a monument in Truth’s honor.  (Sojourner Truth Biography)
According to Sojourner Truth Biography, “Sojourner Truth has been posthumously honored in many ways over the years: 

· A memorial stone in the Stone History Tower in Monument Park in downtown Battle Creek (1935),
· A new grave marker, by the Sojourner Truth Memorial Association (1946), 

· A historical marker commemorating members of her family buried with her in the cemetery (1961), 

· A portion of Michigan state highway M-66 designated the Sojourner Truth Memorial Highway (1976), 

· Induction into the National Woman's Hall of Fame in Seneca Falls, New York (1981), 

· Induction into the Michigan Woman's Hall of Fame in Lansing (1983), 

· A commemorative postage stamp (1986), 

· A Michigan Milestone Marker by the State Bar of Michigan for her contribution (three lawsuits she won) to the legal system (1987), 

· A marker erected by the Battle Creek Club of the National Association of Negro Business and Professional Women's Clubs (also 1987), 

· A Mars probe named for her (1997), 

· A community-wide, year-long celebration of the 200th anniversary of her birth in Battle Creek in 1997, plus a larger-than-life statue of her by artist Tina Allen, and

· The First Black Woman Honored with a Bust in the U.S. Capitol (October, 2008).”
(Events are also mentioned by Ashley and Butler)
Fun Fact

Truth was a very tall woman (almost 6 feet) and when giving a speech in 1858 in Silver, Lake, Indiana, an audience member accused her of being a man.  Truth, knowing she was definitely a woman, decided to prove that she was in fact a woman and proceeded to expose her breasts, at the age of 61, to the entire audience as proof.  She was definitely a woman of courage and strength.  (Sojourner Truth Biography; Ashley and Butler) 
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