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Week Eight
Genesis Story

In the beginning God said to Adam “You may eat from any tree in the garden, except the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil; the day you eat from that tree, you are surely doomed to die.”  Adam pondered this information and decided to stay away from the tree so as to not feel any kind of temptation.  He then decided it would be a good idea to ensure that Eve knew of this particular tree and that she must not eat fruit from it.  He told Eve what God had said and both agreed to refrain from eating the forbidden fruit.
As Eve walks through the Garden of Eden, she passes a serpent who has decided to deceitfully tell Eve the “truth” about the tree of knowledge.
Serpent: Can I speak with you for a moment woman.  I promise I will not waste your time, for this information you will surely want to hear.  Step closer, it will only take a second.
Eve: (After pondering the proposal, she becomes curious and decides to listen to what the strange and eerie serpent has to say).  You must be quick, for I am to meet my husband Adam very soon.  If you are sincere about being quick, I would like to know what information you are familiar with that is so imperative.

Serpent:  (Delighted at capturing Eve’s attention) Do you know that you can obtain the same knowledge God possesses?  I can tell you how to acquire this kind of knowledge.  (Realizing that he had Eve’s full and undivided attention, he continued).  See that tree over there? (Pointing to the Tree of Knowledge, Eve shook her head yes).  The reason God forbade you from eating those fruits was because he knew that if you did, you would become as intelligent as he is; something that frightens him.  Here try a piece (The serpent then handed an apple to Eve and patiently waited for her the take the first bite).  
Eve:  (Looking at the apple with curiosity, she debates whether or not what the serpent speaks is the truth.  The apple did not look any different from other apples she had eaten in the past.  But, God had forbidden this fruit and there had to be a reason for it.  Maybe God did not want to share his knowledge with anyone else; but oh how magnificent it would be to know as much as God did.  Maybe he won’t even notice, she thought.  After much consideration, she decided to take a bite and see what happened).  I am not sure about this, but I will try it anyway.  (She looked to see what the Serpent might say in response, but he had vanished).
Adam:  (Sitting waiting for Eve so they could take their afternoon walk, he finally saw her running towards him in a fit of excitement).  What is all the excitement about Eve?
Eve:  I met a serpent in the garden who told me why God does not want us to eat from the Tree of Knowledge; it will make us as wise as he is.  Try a piece; we can be knowledgeable together about things you never imagined!
Adam:  (Staring at the plain looking apple Eve held before him, he took it from her hands and bit down).
No sooner that Adam bit into the apple, he and Eve both ran behind the trees.  They, for the first time, were aware of their nakedness.  All day, they bound leaves and sticks together to form clothes to cover the shame of their nakedness.  Frightened and scared of what God was going to say when he visited next, they awaited his arrival.
 Upon the setting of the sun, they heard God’s footsteps coming towards them, for fear of their punishment they hid behind the trees. 
God: (Knowing of their sins before he allowed them the chance to answer, he decided to allow the two to admit their sins).  Why do you hide from me amongst the trees?
Adam:  We are hiding because we are ashamed to be naked in your presence.  (Still embarrassed by his nakedness and the outfit of leaves which was poorly constructed to cover his newly private areas, he continued to hide from God). 
God:  Who has told you that you are naked?  Did you eat the forbidden fruit from the Tree of Knowledge?  
Adam:  It was Eve who mad me eat the apple!

Eve:  (Seeing God look her way for a response, she gathered all the courage she could to explain what happened).  You see, I met this serpent in the garden who told me that I would become wiser if I ate the fruit.  

God:  There are no excuses; I forbade you from eating from the Tree of Knowledge and you deliberately disobeyed me, now you must suffer the consequences.  (Turning towards Eve he began to reveal their sentences).  You woman, will be given great pains of childbearing and will forever be subordinate to your husband.  (Turning towards Adam he finished the punishment).  You man, will work every day of your life in order to provide food and shelter for your family.  It is now your responsibility to ensure the safety of your woman and any of your children.  And as for you both, you have forfeited the privilege of living an eternity of bliss; you are made of dust and will become one with the dust again.  Now, you must prove your worthiness to me in order to be granted an eternity of bliss.  All generations proceeding you will know that their pain and responsibilities are a direct punishment of your actions; your sins will live forever among this world.

And with that, God disappeared before their eyes.  In an instant, their world changed as they knew it.  Animals started to eat one other, animals died and turned to dust, pain and suffering was a normal feeling (something they had never experienced before) and sickness was a ordinary part of life from now on.

Years later, Adam and Eve sat talking amongst themselves.

Adam:  I miss the days before our disobedience to God.  If only you had never brought me that apple, I would never have taken a bite (he said disgusted with her).

Eve:  Adam, you took a bite on your own free will; I presented you with the apple, but you were able to decline the offer.  Our fall from grace is as much your fault as it is mine; but if only I had rejected that serpent’s invitation.  I blame him for this; you know, I haven’t been able to see a serpent and not cringe since that day!
Adam: I know God has forgiven us; we have lived our lives as best we can since that day, I just hope it will be enough by the time we will be one with the dust once more (looking at Eve for sympathy).

Eve:  I know he will forgive us; I feel as if he always knew what we were going to do from the very beginning.  However, I am a little bitter that I received a more harsh punishment than you (staring in Adam’s direction for agreement).

Adam: Harsher than my punishment (he said in agitation and with laughter), I am required to work every day for the rest of my life in order to provide for you!  I wish you knew what that was like!
Eve:  Work every day (she said laughing)!  I would trade your punishment for mine in an instant.  You were there when I birthed your children; hard labor is far less of a punishment than that kind of pain.  You have no idea what it is like for me; I was given a far more harsh punishment than you!


As the conversation abruptly ended, they both knew that neither one’s mind could be changed.  Each felt their punishment greater than the others; yet both, at the same time, were grateful to be granted the privilege of free will.  It was apparent that this argument would never be resolved, even for centuries to come.  
