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SURVIVING THE PAST

All while reading the book, I knew I wanted to write about the importance of suppressing painful memories in order to move on and live your day to day life.  The idea of repressing memories is so important because if we all held on to the baggage, we would indisputably fall apart.  I believe this is why Sethe went mad; she was forced to remember the past and fight the pain she locked up inside. 
When I began to read of the pain Sethe felt as a result of what she did to Beloved in the shed, I truly felt her pain.  I am not agreeing with her actions, nor would I have done the same, but I do sympathize with her and do not condemn her.  A mother’s job is to protect her children; which is exactly what Sethe did.  There was nothing more for her to do; she had already done all she could, and the whites still came back to destroy their lives.
Morrison was able to truly make you feel Sethe’s pain by revealing the repressed memories and pain she had locked inside and then describing how important it was to Sethe that she never let her children feel that kind of pain.  On pages 203 and 251 Morrison does a great job with this, “My plan was to take us all to the other side where my own ma’am is.  They stopped me from getting us there, but they didn’t stop you from getting there…  Whites may dirty her alright, but not her best thing, her beautiful, magical best thing…  No undreamable dreams about whether the headless, feetless torso hanging in the tree with a sign on it was her husband or Paul A; whether the bubbling hot girls in the colored-school fire set by patriots included her daughter; whether a gang of whites invaded her daughters private parts, soiled her daughter’s thighs and threw her daughter out of the wagon.  She might have to work the slaughterhouse yard, but not her daughter.”  She was protecting her child; she did what she needed to do.  Her love for her children was so profound that she would rather take their lives and send them all to a better place, than let them endure a tortuous pain like that.
What I read in this book, I will remember forever.  There is so much pain you cannot help but wonder how anyone could survive it.  Bringing back these memories, rememory, is what I believe drove Sethe mad.  Beloved forced Sethe to tell stories which unleashed the memories she had locked so deep inside herself in order to survive.  The stories forced her to remember them which brought back the unbearable pain to the surface and forced her to deal with it all over again.  It was too much for her the second time around; she was unable to repress the memories again, she snapped, let herself go and is now stuck in her pain forever.
