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Introduction to the Letter to the Congregations in Rome

Robert Haldme & | @ & ThéFgreat driths dhich are embodied and inculcated in every other
part of the Bible, are here brought together in a condensed and comprehensive form. More
especially, the glorious doctrine of justification by faith is clearly unfolded am@itd in the
strongest light €

William Tyndaled | AFR&r&smidch as this epistle is the principal part and most excellent part of
GKS bSg ¢SaidlYSyd IyR Yz2al Ldz2NE 9@ y3aStAazyxl
Scriptures

Background: The Bookof Romans was written by Tertuis for PaGlh( 16:22) from Corinth
(Rom. 16:23) on his way to Jerusalem to deliver financial gifts for the @od6:5,10,11, 14,
15). Phebe a servant of the congregation at Cenchrea delivered the letter to the tongrega
Rome Ch.16:1,23,27).

\v;(' \‘_ + ~ —

5

O o P z L h . .
Ruins of Corinth where Paul wrote the letter of Romans

Purposes for Writing: They are a Gentile congregation under his apostleship (Ch.-16)15
He wrote it for several reasons; (1) to explain his absence (CI3.1611922); (2) to request
prayer (Ch. 15:31) and (3) to explain why the gospel needs to be preached (Gi3s23)1&)
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to defend justification by faith without works (Chs. 3:2@0); (5) to explain why grace does not

promote sin (6:8:27); 6)to@ pl ai n Godds purpose of grace f ol
12:1); (7) to explain the relationship of the Christian to the congregation, to government and to

the weaker among them (Chs-12).

The Theme:The Righteousness obs@Gesso dame ittes mf dGirm
ti mes in Romans. The term fAgospel o is found 1

The Audience: This epistle is sent to a number of congregations at Rome (&h.10611, 14,
15). A careful reading of Romans 1615 reveals possibly six differenbngregations at Rome.
Rome was over a million in population at that time.

The ma Forumi 1000 B.C. to 400 A.D.

Peter and the congregations at Rome

1 If he had been in Rome at the writing of this epistle Paul would have greeted him with all
the rest

T 1 f Peter had been to Rome at,he woeld haveme o f
mentionedPeter in his prison epistles when he sends greetings from those in Rome.

1 If Peter had been to Rome at the time of his final imprisonment in Rome, he would not
have said all in Rome had forsaken hira Tim. 4:1617
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1 In the fourth century introduction to the book of Romans, Ambrosiaster claimed that no
apostle originated the congregation at Rome but rather certain Jewish Christians. Rom
15:2022 seem to indicatinat no other apostle had yet come to Rome.

1 If another Apostle had founded the congregation at Rétaal would have never said
what he tellsthem in Rom. 15:2@2

How are we to account for traditions that say Peter built it?

The earliestraditions equall give Paul as a founder
1 Irenaeus says that the congregation wa$ounded and organized at Rome by the two
most glorious apostles, Peter and Raul 0 Irenaeus Against HeresiesVol. 1, chap.
[ll, numb. 2, p. 415
i Traditions have been taraped with by apostate Rome (e.g. False Decredals).

Most likely the congregation at Rome was founded by unknown disciples who had been
converted, immersed and trained on the day of Pentecost, and sent back to Rome by the
congregation in Jerusafe(Acts 2:10,4342). Peter had been influential in the founding of the
congregation at Rome through the Pentecost sermon. Paul had been influential through his
epistle and imprisonments at Rome.

-

s
Appian Way to Rome
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Outline of Romans

l. Your Redemptive Salvation by God's Mercy- Chs. 111

A. The Revel ati 0@h. 10117 Godobés Gospel
Reveal ediviln Paul 6s Cal |

. Revealed in the Prophétsv. 2-4

. Revealed in the Saints at Romev. 5-15

. Revealed in the Character of tAespeli vv. 1617

B. The Revel ati oChs bl83Zmodds Wr at h
. No Excuses Ch. 1:1831

. No Escapé Chs. 2:13:9

. No Ethical Integrity Ch. 3:1018

. No Emancipatioin Ch. 3:1920

C. The Revel ation sbé€ChsBRlBEs Ri ghteousnes
. Revealed in the Law and Prophietsh. 3:21

. Revealed in the Person of Chiisth. 3:22

Reveal ed iinCh@R246s Provi si on

. Revealed in Justification by FaitlChs. 3:275:2

. Revealed in Fedal Headship of Christ Ch. 5:1221

. Revealed in ImmersidnCh. 6

. Revealed in the Inability of the LawCh. 7

. Revealed in the Law of the SpiriCh. 8:327

D. The Revel at i oinChso8f281386d 6s Pur pose

. G o d Gedor HuElegi cCh. 8:2838

2. Godbés Pui@hse.®d for | srael

Godds Twice Born i ifle«18s h Promised Chil dr
Godds EiIGheIM9i5v e Gr ace

Godds ETIE@hcxlb2de Mercy

G o dtidesPrombised Children Among the Gentile€h. 9:2429

. Go d o0 Medhd €hs.19:Be¥0e21

3. Godobés Pu ampogghe Ndtiang Chll1sr a e |

A OWDNPE

A OWONBEF

O~NOOTHAWN P

[EEN

DO O TD

II. Your Reasonable Service by God's GraceChs. 1215
A. Go d o6 sforRbristipmo Sewicei Chs. 1215:14

1. Acceptable Service as a Mature Church Merinligh. 12
2. Acceptable Service as a Mature Citizedh. 13
3. Acceptable Service as a Mature Christidbhs. 1415:5

B. Godds Pur pervcel Ch.a563 aul ' s

1. The Interacial Problem$ Mixed RacesCultures
2. The Interracial Solutioh vv. 6-33
3. The Interracial Paulvv. 1432

a.Paul the Partner with Gentilés/v. 1415
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b. Paul the Priest for Gentilésvv. 1617

c. Paul the Preacher to Gentiliesv. 1819

d. Paul the Pioneer to Gentilesv. 20-24

e.Paul the Presenter of Gentile Gratituder. 2530

lll. Your Relationship with other Congregations- Ch. 16

A. Paul 6s Cdmvmi€ndati on

B. Paul 6s Congr eigvea8i6onal Sal utations
C. Paul 6s Cri twcla20 Exhortation

D. Paul 6s iiCw.2l P4 ni ons

E. Paul 6s Condwwu2827ng Doxol ogy

The Coliseum in Rome
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TransitionPoints

Paul methodically presents his case to thenfRos as a trained lawyer in a very logical
developmental style. The reader must discerrdéwelopmentalransition points throughout this
letter in order to grasp his arguments correctly. These transition points conisgteobasic
parts (1) summarystatements followed by (2) expanded explanatiefenseand a (3)
conclusion.

1. Romans 1417 referto the gospel of Christ. The summary statement is found in verse 1. The
expanded explanation (vv-15) and a concludingummaryapplication (vv. 1617). The gospel
declareghe righteousness of Gaal Christ forbelievers.

2. Romans 1:18:9 presents evidence for the unsa need of righteousness declamnedhe
gospel.There is universal need of righteousness because there is universal unrightemgness
that is why the wrath of God is revealed against all mankiineé summary statement (vv.-18
21). The expanded explanation (Rom. 128). The conclusion ifirst summarized in Romans
3:9 and then expanded in Rans 3:1623 where it is concludeagainin verse 23.

3. Romans 3:2b:21ar gues for justification of the Aung
as proven in Romans 1:823) by imputed righteousness as declared in the go$pel.

summary statement (Rom. 3:26). The expanded explanatosyatement (Rom. 3:2%:2).

Within this expanded statement is a defense of grace as opposed to works (Rom&i3 3:27
followed by the use of Abraham to illustrate justification by grace as opposed to works (Rom.
4:1-21). The Summary conclusion is found Romans 4:225:2. An expansion of this

concluson is presented in Romans 8:3 proving the complete sufiiency of justification by
gracethrough the substitutionary Person of Christd then the conclusion is again summarized

in Romans 5:221.

4. Romas 68:27 presentthe basis for why justification by grace as previously presented and
defendeddoes not promote sin in the life of the justified. The summary statement is found in
Romans 6:22. The expanded explanation and defense is found in RomaB8<6:3

5. Romans 8:281:1 presents theertain fulfillment of theeternal purpose of God in regard to
redemption for all the ele§Rom. 8:32) Romans 8:289 is the summary statement. Romans 9
11:28 provide a further explanation in regard to the eleacdmaf Israel and individual Jews and
gentile elect. The conclusion is found in Romans 1-B&29

6. Romas 12:1 providdhe transition point between Romand1l in regard to the doctrine of
salvation or the fAmercieso foafc cGopd adrd ke ot hod f o
saved in Romans 1215:33. The summary point is Romans 12:IThe expanded explanation

is found Romans 12:45:33.

7. Romans 16:23 providethe final salutations from Paul to the Roman congregations. Romans
16:2427 is tre summary conclusion of the letter.

The Letter to the Congregations at Rome Page9
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The Letter to the Congregations in Rome

Chapter 1

aul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an ap The Gospel of Christ

separated unto the gospel of God, Paul was set apart unto tt

2 (Which he had promised afore by his prophets ir gospel of Christ (v. 1). The
holy scriptures,) same gospel preached by
the prophets (v. 2; Acts

3 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was 10:43) in anticipation of the

of the seed of David according to the flesh;

coming AChr
4 And declared to be the Son of @with power, according t Messiah). Isaiah 53 presen
the irit of holiness, by the resurrection from the déad: the @spel as clear a

possible from a prencarnate
view point (Rom. 10:16;
Acts 8:3235).

5 By whom we have receivedrage and apostleship, 1
obedience to the faith among all nations, for his nhame:

6 Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ:

7 To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God
our Father, and the Loktesus Christ.

8 First, | thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout
the whole world.

9 For God is my witness, whom | serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without
ceasing | make mention of yalways in my prayers;

10 Making request, if by any means now at length | might have a prosperous journey by the will
of God to come unto you.

11 For I long to see you, that | may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be
established;

12 That is, that | may be comforted together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me.

13 Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes | purposed to come unto you,
(but was let hitherto,) that | might have some fruit among you algen @s among other
Gentiles.

MAccordingtot he f | e 9h &ccoBling to thet flesh he was a man and the seed of David (v. 3). However,
according to His immaterial spirit he was the Holy Son of God demonstrated in power of His resurrection.

2 fiCalled to besaintsdi s ame exact construction in the Greek text 3
Paul 6s present condition by calling. Li kewi se, al | chi
They ar e fsai ntdghéough the gospdal unto patvation amd\sernvig®

% fimpart unto you some spiritual giftd i Significantly, nosign gifts are listed in Romans 12. Sign gifts were the
signature credentials of the apostolic office (2 Cor. 12:12). Sign gifts were receivedhthtee laying on of
apostolic hands (See note on Acts 81BjJ. Another evidence that this congregation was not founded by an apostle
as they were without sign gifts.

The Letter to the Congregations at Rome PagelO
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14 1 am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise.
15 So, as much as in me is, | am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also.

16 For | am not ashamed of the gospEGhrist? for it is the power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

17 For therein is the righteousness of God rev&dterh faith to faith: as it is written, The just
shall live by faith’

18 Forthe wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of
men, who hold the truth in unrighteousn@ss;

19 Bgecause that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto
them:

* ANot ashamed of the gospéli Key verse in this chapter. Paul was not ashamed be¢BuSed called him to
preach the Gospélv. 1; (2) All the prophets preached the godpel. 2-3; (3) All the saints at Rome were saved
by the gospel vv. 6-15 (4) The power of God is manifested in the preaching of the gospéb; (5) The
righteausness of God is revealed in the gospel 17.

® fiThe power of God1 In this context, it is the power of God unto that aspect of salvation called justification (v.

17) . Judiciall/llegal eternal | i f e hallbvelmyp t faa inteldo )by Iftai it &
mani fests Godds power in and through the gospel. God
power or word of command when God regenerates the elect (2 Cor. 4:6; 1 Thé&s THess. 2:13; Jamd.:18; 1

Jn. 5:1). The gospel does not contain that power but becomes that power when God speaks effectively through it
(effectual calli 1 Cor. 1:263 1 ; Ro m. 8:30). At al l other times the go
Regeneration providegisitual life (eternal) while justification obtains judicial life (eternal). Faith is created by
regenerative life (Jn. 6:445; 6465) but the same faith is the basis for judicial life (justification). Thus faith is the

product of spiritual life and thieasis for judicial life.

® fiTherein is the righteousness of God revealéd Christ and his sinless life is the central object of the gospel that
declares that all righteousness demanded by God is satisfied by His Son (see note on Rorf28nd3:22 Gd 6 s

power and Godhead are revealed in nature (Rom:2.:Q9 . Goddés wrath is revealed in
consequences (Rom. 1:B8). Right and wrong are revealed in them by conscience (Rom. 1:19; 2:15), and unto
them by law (Rom. 3:1221). Howvever, the righteousness of Godig veal ed as figood newsoO in

of Jesus Christ. Outside of Christ, there is only the wrath of God is revealed (Rof8:231.8

" fFrom faith to faith 01 The righteousness of God is received within theese of faith alone. The literal Greek

text says fAout of faith (ek) into (eis) faith thus nev
(obtain judicial eternal life) by faith (without going beyond the sphere of faith intosko®ee note on Rom. 3:27

28 and Galatians 3:102.

8 AWho holdd i The problem of all lost mankind is not the absence of light, but active opposition to all truth
revealed unto them (Rom. 3:P00 ; 8: 7). The Greek term ted@posisivelpaored @ hol
negativel y. Here it is used negatively (Ain wunright
continuous action) or hold down or hold back the truth revealed by God unto them and in them. This is the nature of

all whao arhmhe il e8.PauligdBsarilting the redction of the lost nature to light, just as, Jesus does

inJn. 3:182 0. This is why they are novsravealdddbr demenswwrmathe oft IC
wrath is presently being reveal&édm heaven, manifested in the consequences described in ver8gsatl shall

be manifested in future judgment (Rom. 1:31-203.

Known of God is mani fodsNatural revelatibnerath@rutiman written heeefation is the
subjecthereGod reveals something of His figodheado (the uni\
matter and time, all of which are trinities as well) and power (vast power that maintains the universe from micro to

The Letter to the Congregations at Rome Pagell
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THE WRATH OF GOD NOW RE¥ALED - Rom. 1:18

In Romans 1:18 2 Paul explains that stages in sin re
them over from one stage to another stage until it concludes with destruction of that person or
culture. Each stage is the natural consequesfabe former stage in this downward progression.

Paul argues thathis downward progression originates with repressing the truth about God
(Rom. 1:20rholdo translates a Greek term that meanéhold dowrd or repress athe depraved
nature has no other response toward Gétbm. 8:7). that is revealed to them in nature and in
conscience (Rom. 1:181). This refusal to retain the knowledge of Godheir minds leadgo
refusing to give God hideserved honor and thankfulness, thus the mind becomes darkened and
foolish reasoning is the result thaanifests itself imeplacingthe vacuum of God by something
else or idolatry (Rom. 1:223). So Romans 1:182 is talking about man in his FALLEN state

O

Idolatry or the perversion of God also perverts any standard of tiuesoor morality and s
man is left only with himselnd his depraved passions fimst to guide his morals which
results in sexual perversions (Rom. 1:24). When the truth of God is rejected, s@Gis&uthrd
of holiness or moralityRom. 1:25). So with only depraved passions as the guide the next stage
is sexual perversions.

However, there is one sin unto which God turns over such a person or nation that is the flood
gate for a total corrupt humarmibg or society and that is the sin of homosexuality (Rom.-1:26
27). When a psonor nationcontinues in this sin, then God turns thenerow beingiFILLED 0
or complete manifest depravity (Rom. 1:28). Homosexualityis the flood gate that opens up a
condition like unto the time of Noah and Sodom andn@Gwah when Go@ wrath is then
transformed into sudden destructioh that person and/onation. That personor culture is
"filled" or as Moses described such a progressed state: "And GOD saw that the wickedness of
man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart WAS ONLY
EVIL CONTINUALLY." - Gen. 6:5

A person or nation can see where they are at in this progressive digression into sirl. When
homosexuality begins to dominate a nation, there is no shame left, and it opens the flood gate to
pure manifest evils that can ordpnd inabsolutedestruction of thaindividual or nation.

20 For the invisible things of him fronhe& creation of the world are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are
without excusé?

macr o) . He alse pbasesence whemb péar fappravilggoadlarel A wor k
condemning evil (See Rom. 2:14).

1 Awithout excuse@i The revelation of God in nature provides no saving light, as that is revealed in the gospel (vv.

161 7) . Ho we v evelation pravidesrseffitisnt light to reveal there is a true God and a moral standard.

God who fAshewedodo Himself to them, and Aindo them, is fc
judged by the light they have, and therefore, they atkeowt excuse. In Romans 3:9 Paul reveals that his purpose

from Romans 1:18:8 was to prove both Gentiles and Jews have sinned against the light they have been given.

The Letter to the Congregations at Rome Pagel?
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21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but
became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkéned.

22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,

23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man,
and to birds, and fourfooted dss, and creeping things.

24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to
dishonour their own bodies between themseltes:

25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creatuteamore
the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.

26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the
natural use into that which is against nafugsian}

27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural afstne woman, burned in their lust one
toward another; men with mgromosexualsworking that which is unseemly, and receiving in
themselves that recomperigeat is deserved Of their error which was megiecessary, called for] 13

28 And even as theyidinot like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a
reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convegi@#te, fitting, proper] ;

29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness
[desire to injure]; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignityil hearted; wWhisperers[secret
slanderers),

30 Backbiters[open slanderers] haters of God, despitefulo insult], proud [arrogant], boasters,
inventors of evil things, disobedientparents,

31 Without understandingpo proper moral understanding], COvenantbreakeilsontract breakers], without
natural affeCtion[Iack of paternal love for their own children], imp|acab|e[incapable of seeking peade
unmerciful:

32 Who knowing the judgent of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death,
not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do'them.

" ABecame vaim i When revealed truth is resisted and rejected it begins a processioiveia digression into
greater darkness and corruption and foolishness under the pretense of wisdom and enlightenment (e.g. evolution).
Rejection of the truth of God results in replacing God with something else, which is idolatry (vv.23, 25). When God

isrej ected so is the purpose of mandés30)exi stence and any

12 5God gave them up i Three times this is stated (vv. 24,26,28). There is a progressive downward spiral of
corruption with each statement. The fountainhead of alissthe rejection of the knowledge of God. Fornication

and adultery (v. 24). Homosexuality (vv.-28). Unrestrained immorality (vv. 280). Giving them over to such

things is the evidence that Godo6és wrath is presently uj

13 AThe natural used i Marriage was designed by God to be between a male and female. Here sodomy or

homosexuality is spelled out in clarity AAnd |i kewise,
Sodomy is a sign of Godds wrath upon a nation.
1 fKnowing the judgment of Godi Peopl e who know they are doing evil in

others following them into that sin have reached the lowest depth of depravity, as they sit in the seat of the scorner
(Psa. 1:2). This i $sumwvthethanHe eompldiely giveSSthedth @\ser tanthe dovelof sin.

The Letter to the Congregations at Rome Pagel3
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Chapter 2

herefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou
judgest another, thowondemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same tHings.

2 But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which
commit such thing&®

3 And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, andhgosairte,
that thou shalt escape the judgment of God?

4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbegtastg and longsufferingpatient
endurance of evil] Not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?

5 But after thyhardness and impenitefithout repentance] heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath
against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God;

6 Who will render to every man according to his deeds:

7 To them who by patient continuancenall doing seek for glory and honour and immortality,
eternal life!’

8 But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness,
indignationffierce anger] and wrathlawful punishment],

9 Tribulationfaffiictions] and angish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and
also of the Gentile;

10 But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to
the Gentile:

15 fThou judgest anothe® i In Romans 3:9, Paul says he has proven that there are none better than others. The

idea that some think they are better than others begins with this chapltén, this verse. This idea is particularly

expressed by Jews in verses2E in their boast of lavikeeping, and in particular their boast of circumcision in

verses 289. Romans 3:1declares these things do not make the Jew better. However, it is atseéxgearly in

the first five verses of this chapte&uch people believe they will escape the judgment of God (v. 3). They also
despise Godds mani fest goodness revealed in his provid:¢

18 AThe judgment of God is according to truthdi In the following verses (vv-84) Paul lays down the just criteria
and consequences for justification by the law of God. The Law judges every man on the same criteria; (1) According
to his works; (2) according to what he daather than says; (3) according to the light that he has; (4) according to

the Lawds righteousness revealed in the person of Chri
justification by faith, but justification under the law (v\2-15). This is a judgment of those described in versgs 1
andverses¥25 who vainly believe their own25wor ks wil!/ pass (

" ABy patient continuance in well doing i The continuous action of the present tense is stressedahdre

Gal at i aCussed 3 :evely ond that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law

to do them drhose who will be justified by works cannot fail in one point, as to fail in one point (Jame$D:10

i s t o A c ojuskficasoh and fallbunderfits curse. Paul is setting forth the standard by which all men shall be
justified in their own person according to their own works (v. 6) under Law (v. 13). He is not referring to those
already judged and justified by faithtime person of Jesus Christ (Rom. 382), since such do not come under the

law to be justified or condemned (Jn. 5:24). Neither is he writing about those already justified by faith and enabled
by the Spirit of God (see note on Romans 8:4).
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11 For there is no respect of persons with God.

12 For agnany as have sinned without law shall also perish without law: and as many as have
sinned in the law shall be judged by the [&w;

13 (For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified
[legal vindication].19

14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law,
these, having not the law, are a law unto themséfres:

15 Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness,
and thé thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one angther;)

16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to nfy gospel.
17 Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest thy boastbf God,

18 And knowest his will, and approvest the things that are more excellent, being instructed out
of the law;

19 And art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, a light of them which are in
darkness,

18 fPerishedwi t hout | awé|j ualigSmae Pulis conligering jashfication by works under law there
is no consideration of salvation, because no flesh can be justified by the works of the law (Re20).3Tithse
who Aperishodo wit ho haypdrishWwecause ¢here ibreo gaSpelnn natlireecs in thellaw written on
conscience; rather, only sufficient light to render them without excuse.

¥ fiDoers of the law shall be justifiedi All who come before God on the basis of their own works (v. 6)rttpfui
be justified by the Law must measure up to the Lawbs
None have evemeasured up to the law, nor will thesee Rom. 3:1:20).

2 By nature the things contained in thelawd i God has writtenthe essence of the moral law upon the
fconscienceodo of every man (v. 15) . Hence, the Gentile
according to the light given him. God is just. However, the law written upon their conscience demaadsethest

rule (v. 13) and all Gentiles who stand before God hoping to be justified by their own good works must measure up

to that same just standard (James 2:10).

ZLfiThe work of the lawdi The conscience in men acco mpehLawbfeSsedit he sam
designed to accomplishrevealing right from wrong (see Rom. 3:20b). Therefore, it provides a just basis to judge

the Gentiles even though they were without the written Law of God. They will be judged according to the light
provided ty God in nature and in them (conscience). They will be without excuse.

27 u d g edording to my gospedi The universal standard of righteousness used by God to judge all who come

to him on the basis of t he wor ledin thé godpdl as tHe sstandardsof fi Chr i
satisfaction of Godés righteousness. The Law requires
righteousness. The Person of Christ is what all will be measured by to meet the just demands of Atientbeow.

come before God on the basis of their own works will be judged as sinners (Re20,2339. All who come before

God by faith #Ain Chr i s5t19. Alin this texo ®mej by their own werlds (W-1Bo m. 3 : 2 4

% fRestest in the lawd i In addition to the cultured Gentile, the pious Jew believed he could be justified by doing

the works of the law. Romans 2:B is directed at the pious law keeping Jew who believed he could escape the
judgment of God due to his own life of goodmwé s . Paul 6s argument is that the L
violated it.

The Letter to the Congregations at Rome Pagel5



The Lighthouse New Testament Notes

20 An instructor of the foolish, a teachdrbabes, which hast the form of knowledge and of the
truth in the law.

21 Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not thyself? thou that preachest a man
should not steal, dost thou ste€l?

22 Thou that sayest a man should not commit adulteygt thou commit adultery? thou that
abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege?

23 Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law dishonourest thou God?

24 For the name of God is blasphemgéhk injuriously against] among the Gerlgs through you, as
it is written.

25 For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law: but if thou be a breaker of the law, thy
circumcision is made uncircumcisién.

26 Therefore if the uncircumcision keep the righteousness of the law, shallisiot h
uncircumcision be counted for circumcision?

27 And shall not uncircumcision which is by nature, if it fulfil the law, judge thee, who by the
letter and circumcision dost transgress the law?

28 For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neitheraisdincumcision, which is outward in
the flesh:

29 But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and
not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of €od.

4 iShould not steabi Paul has in mind the whole Mosaic Law including the Ten Commandments, as he lists the
third, seventh and eighth of the Ten Commandments (vv. 21,22).

% fFor circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the lawd i The principle in verse 13 is repeated here again.
Circumcision was the very first ceremonial rite of a Jew coming into the world. It was a symbol of the new birth in
Christ by the cutting ofbf the flesh. Under the Mosaic covenant it was the sign of commitment to lifelong law
keeping that was only fulfilled in the Person of Christ. Paul argues it is worthless apart from complete and
continuous obedience to lakeeping (Rom. 2:13; 3:120; Janes 2:16011). Only Christ fulfills this in His own life

and only those in Christ satisfies the Lawds demands.

life of the Jew. If a man fails in keeping the law in one point he fails in alltgoincluding the point of
circumcision. Thus onencecumcisiomk asnndhiis @irmndumdeiesisormsh a
more righteous than the Gentile and for being justified before God.

26 vHe is a Jew, which is one inwardly - Laterin Romans 9:57 Paul will argue that the true Jewish promised
children within national ethio Israel are not those merdbprn "after the flesh" but in addin to being ethnic Jews

they must also be born after the Spirit or supernaturally born of Gdldsisaited by Isaac's birth, and those elected

by grace as illustrated by the birth of Jacob. Likewise, the true ethnic Jew (v. 17) is the one who has been
circumcised in heart in addition to the flesh. Otherwise his external circumcision is regardeitr@smaison as

there is no ability to be righteous muckdedo righteousness. In contrabieexternallyuncircumcised gentile who

is justified by faith in Christ igighteous and does righteousness due to circumcision of his heart (newabdth)
therebreis more righteous before God then the merely external circumcised Jew. To be a complete Jew before God
a child of Jacob must be circumcised internally as well as externally. Hence, the outward act of circumcision does
not provide the Jew with any claita righteousness in God's sight or advantage over the Gebtilg.those truly
righteous by new birth and justification by faith will stand before God without condemnation.
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Chapter 3

hat advantage then hath the 2ew what profit is there of circumcisicii?

2 Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles

[inspired words] of God.

3 For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God
without effect?

4 God forbid yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be
justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged.

5 But if our unrighteousness commend the righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is God
unrightears who taketh vengeance? (I speak as a?han)

6 God forbid: for then how shall God judge the world?

7 For if the truth of God hath more abounded through my lie unto his glory; why yet am | also
judged as a sinner?

8 And not rather, (as we be slanderousigorted, and as some affirm that we say,) Let us do
evil, that good may come? whose damnation is just.

9 What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and
Gentiles, that they are all under &h;

10 As it is writen, There is none righteous, no, not
one?!

2" AWhat advantagethen hath the Jew?di The nature of this question demonstsatieat Paul has proven that the

Jew has no advantage over the Gentile in regard to justification by wddwever, are there no advantages being a
Jewrather than a Gentile? Indeed there is! They have the advantage of special revelation wheregitetbalten

had natural revelation. They have more ligfhey also have special promises as a nation in regard to election
(Rom. 11:2528). Paul now begins to answer a series of objections against what he has taught since Romans 2:17
concerning the Jew.

% fDoes their unbeliebi Does t hei r unbelief make Godébés promise unt
Paul 6s response to this |ine of reasoning is that if t
man that condrrdad(iw.t s4)codBheVN problem is not with Godds g
promi se. Godbés promise to Abraham conce2ning the ethni

% fls God unrighteous who taketh vengeanc & The objector argues thaince their unrighteousness justifies

what God says about the Jews in His Word, then how can God justly condemn them for proving His Word right
about them? Just because Godbés Word correctlizgg conde mi
them for vindicatinghe fact thatis Word is right about them. Rather, He is condemning them because His Word is

right about them and they have violated His Word. Such an argaseised by objectorgould teach that the more

we sin the more we glify God and therefore, let us do evil that God can be glorified (). That kind of

reasoning would blame sin on God and deny that God has the right to judge the world for sin.

% Awe have before prove@i Paul refers to his beginning point in Romadnt8 where Gentiles are first considered

as those who have only natur al revelation in contrast
(1:283: 8) is dedicated by Paul to prove Juadsrsin.adr e A op ebrestanre
c announdetbsmd fAiwi t hounderlbwv®i (v .A 19) as there is no sin where
law of conscience reflects the moral law of Moses (Rom.-22%4) as it does the same Awork
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11 There is none that understandeth, there is none t Universal Depravity
seeketh after God. Paul is not referring to a class ¢

12 They are all gone out of the way, they are togeth SPecial evil humans. He purpose

become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, r @nd repetitively uses universi
not one. | anguage Anone

_ ) . _ verses 1612 to deny the existence
13 Their thoat is an open sepulchre; with their tongue of any child of Adam that does n

they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under th it this description. In Roman:

lips: 3:1920 he again uses univers
14 Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: | anguage fdevery

: : t he worl do and
15 Their feet are swift to shed blood: eves meme of Elen WUTen T
16 Destruction and misery are in their ways: as an exception. In verses-18 he

describs the extent of humai
depravity to include every more
18 There is no fear of God before their eyes. aspect and avenue of humi
| expression: (1) the mouthvv. 13
14; (2) their actiong vv. 1517;
(3) their attitude$ v. 18

17 And tre way of peace have they not known:

19 Now we know that what things soever the law sait
it saith to them who are under the law: that every mou
may be stopped, and all the world may become guil
before Gal.

20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be jU$IEiﬂ8d/indication]32 in his
sight: for by the law is the knowledge of gfh.

21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law
and the pophets®*

31 fAs it is writteno T Psalm 14.23; 53:23 directly apply to the fallerace of men and the common falleaman

nature of Jews or Gentil es. God did not simply | ook do
AfGod | ooked down f r onesdwenane that would geekraftentzod. IHeé saw nohe good, none
righteous. No such thing as foreseen faith, only foreseen depravity. Verdds ar@ a description of the total

depravity of man. Total depravity does not mean that man has reached his madtaeatial for corruption by sin,

but rather every aspect of his nature has been corrupted éydsimder the reign of siAll lost persons are equally
spiritually dead fiin trespasses and si negarelequallydeadt ar e
but not all are equally corrupted but are in stages of corruption according to how long they have been dead.

2 Ajustifiedd-The term fAjustifiedd when used in connection wi
judgmentalway$ s f orensic in meaning and declarative in regar
righteous but only render a verdict based upon evidencdeltresthem guilty or innocent.

%3 fiNo fleshd i Verse 1920 is the conclusive application oénses 918 and it is universal in its application. Note

the universal | anguage (1) fAevery moutho; (2) #dAall the
the Lawd cannot be restricted si theuniersaldandgudge andi¢byitai ¢ L a
refers to Athe righteousness of Golbpaswell aswatterrevelatione al e d
because the conscience does the same fiworko as the Law

3 Awithout the lawo i The righteous standard of God is manifest in the Mosaic Law. However, the law and the
prophets witness to the righteousness of God revealed in the gospel (see Rom. 1:2; 2:16; Acts 1023 Atia2

is the righteousness obtained through faith in €hg. 22) whether Jew or Gentile, for all equally have sinned and
come short of Godés glory (v. 23).
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22 Even the righteousness of God which is by Justified
faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon allthens . The term fAjustif
that believe: for there is no difference: term t hatalnheya nvsi nidl

pictures a court room with God presidir
over it determining whether each persor
legally vindicated or condemned by tf
24 Being justifiediegally vindicated] freey by his law. From Romans 1:18 to 3:23 Paul h
grace through the redemption that is in Christ proven all have sinned under the Law a
Jesus?® none can be legally vindicategugtified)

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a Py the Law (Rom. 3:120) and thus all

propitiation [satisfaction] through faith in his have sinned. In Romans 3:28 legal
blood®” to declare his righteousness for the = Vindication for sinners is only obtaine

remission of sins that are past, through the through the personal righteousness
forbearanceoleration] of God*® Christ being imputed to the believer

L _ faith. Thus the 0
26 To declare, | say, at this time his | |egally vindicated before God (Rom. 4::
righteousness: that he might be just, and the py 3 righteousness that cannot be founc
justifier39 [legal v(;ndicator] of him whch t he person o f -
believethin Jesus. obtained through a legal representat

standina before God in his behalf.

23 For all have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God®

®Arhe gl or y PaulfcomBanded the Corinthians, whether they drink or eat or whatsoever they do, do all
things to t hiel Gorgl0:d.rSin has its radts h the heart of man (Mt. 15:19). God looks upon the
heart intent or motive (Jer. 17:10; Heb. 4:12) -behind
37), or do. Even the most godly actions are counted as sin ifatieenis not for the glory of God. Paul noted that

the first expression of fallen man is to refuse to acknowledge God, and give him thanks (Rom. 1:21).

3 Ryustified freely by his grace i In verses 22 6 , Paul sets forth Goffdbtsforthasi s, pr
justification of sinners. This is in direct contrast t
(dorean) translated fAfreelyodo is translated dAwithout a

No cause was found in him for them to hate him. Here, there is no cause found in the sinner for God to justify him
(seeRomans3:20) and therefore justification must be Afreel y

" fiTo be a propitiationdi God6s wr at h against sinners has been the s
Any 1life tainted by sin does not satisfy the Lawds s
provokes the laws condemnation unto damnation. Thetollyi ng t hat sati sfies the right
to obtain heaven and avoid hell is the sacrifice of a sinless life. Where will the sinner obtain such a life? This life is

Godos free and gracious provi siherd fibd o©HWKroi tfd Chbrti asitn ek

sinless |ife, and satisfies the Lawdbs righteous deman
Aisatisfactiono as the redemptive provision rathfandChr i st
righteousness of Godés Law and that propitiation is on

Law requires the penalty of sin, as well as a sinless life for eternal life. We can provide neither in our own person.

% ARemisson of sins that are pasbi God remitted the sins of the Old Testament saints who looked forward by
faith to the promised Christ provision. See Acts 10:43.

% fBe Just and thejustifierd i One of the oldest questions askedd how can man dbde (jJuosbt Owi2t)h.
How can a holy God remain just and justify sinners? The answer is through substitution or what Job called a
Afdaysmano (Job 9:33) -20/r) fAvwheod esetmeenrddos (bJeotbweleh: 2t5he si nne
representat i veanst <hoid pairedwoutaon lthe eegresentative, and the righteousness of the
representative is imputed to the believer (see 2 Cor. 5:21).
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27 \{4\/2here is boasting theli?t is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by ke of
faith.

28 The4r3efore we conclude that a man is justifieelily vindicated] by faith without the deeds of
the law.

29 Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also:

30 Seeing it is one God, whicladl justify [legally vindicate] the circumcision by faith, and
uncircumcision through faitff:

31 Do we then make voighvaiidate] the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish
[vindicate] the law*®

“0 fBelieveth in Christd i In Romans 3:24€6, the life and works that satisfy the righteous demands of God are
providedby Chri st , not by the sinner. Hence, Afaitho and A
the part of the sinner; but rather, should be understood as simple trust that has for ithadsatingsound in the
prepositiomMals phroaoades amidn Ai n Christ. o

41ﬁWhereisboastingtherﬁ:'rI f Christdéds own I|ife satisfied all of Go
is simply received by faitithen what groundare therefor boasting by the one justified by faith? This qiesis

introduced hereand the answer covers Romans 34271. The illustration of Abraham is given directly answer

this question (4:2and prove Abraham was not justified by works done in hisownperson The r epeated ph
faitho i n25Rdmasnsr ef:er ence to Abr ah aaséegealdd anithe gospel{Galt he pr
3:6-8; Rom. 1:17; 4:225).

“2fBy whatlaw? 6 Her e the term flawd is equally applied to Af:
il awd accsorbdaisnigc tnoe ainti ng as a fArul edo or Aprinciple.o /
with regard to justification? Is boasting eliminated by justification through the principle of faith or through the
principle of works? The principle of faithab been defined in verses-2@. Justification by the principle of faith

simply receives what God has provided Ain His bloodo a
has been defined in Romans 2igtéwhatanangpvidds by hgs otvnoactibns.Shed e e d s «
difference is between what Christ did for the sinner versus what the sinner does for God. Paul denies that
justification by the principle of works eliminates grounds for boasting. Hence, the conclusiowtisidnzerse 28

that anyone justified before God is justified by faith without works. This is a declaration that one is justified by faith

alone rather than by works or merging faith with works. Faith is contrasted to works for justification before God, not
inclusive of works.

3 fiTherefore we conclud®éi Just i fi cati on before God requires the ful
entire life of sinlessness that can justify eternal life and (2) the complete penalty of the Law against sin paid in full.

We can satisfy neither in our own person by any amount of works in our own person. Therefore, if we are going to

be justified before God it cannot be based upon anything we are or have done in our own person and therefore it
must be by faith in the Persand works of Christ in our behalf without works performed in our own person.

“HAThrough fai dhRawly draguehs that there is only fAone Godbo
justification for both Jews and Gentiles. The one way of juatifici on i s fit hrougho (dia) and

preposition denotes that faith is the agency AfAthrough
defines faith as the spher eUsordesnoou recsintesidiatecaggnbyidcshl i t (
attendant circumstanagi A.T. RobertsonWord Pictures (Romans 3:30). Therefore, Paul is repeating what he

said in Romans 1:17 that the righteousness of God is shut up to faith alone.

“>AWe establish the Lawpi The righteous denmals of the law cannot be satisfied by what man does for God, as all
have ficome shorto of what the | aw demands. Hence, t he
Christbés complete satisfact i onathofChristinethe placeséf the sihneemhban d s .
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Chapter 4
hat shall we say then that Abrahanr ather, as pertaining to the flesh, hath fodfid?

2 For if Abraham were justifiegkgally vindicated] by works, he hath whereof to glory;
but not before God’

3 For what saith the scripture? Abrahe Two Aspects oflustification

believed _ _ To be legally vindicated before Godquires
God, and it was counteabplied] unto him for | gatisfying both requirements of the Lay
righteousnes$:

Justification requires obtaining righteousne
approved by the law (v. 5), as well i
4 Now to him that worketh is the reward n Obtaining remission of sins for violating tr
reckonedapplied] of grace, but of debt. law (w. 67 ) . The sinner
obtain either in or through &iown person.
Both must be imputed to him and bo
5 But to him that worketh not, but believet const i t ut e Aj usti fi
on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faithi ibl essed mano i s th
countedto be applied for righteousnes%g. by faith in Christod

fully satisfies the just demands of the law for righteousness against sin. Moreover, this is the only basis that both
Jew and Gentile can be equally justified before God without works (v8029

“6 fAbrahamo i Paul introduces Abraham to prove that justification by faith is without boasting. He systematically
proves that justification is (1) by grace instead of by debt4; (2) by faith without good worksi v. 5; (3) by
imputation without works$ vv. 5-8; (4) By faith through imputation without divine ordinancésv. 9-12; (5) By

faith without keeping the works of the lawvv. 13-15; (5) By effectual grace through faith because it is based
solely upon the power and promise of God without the pexdoce or assistance of manvv. 16-21. Hence,
justification is not by faithfulness but by faith in the faithfulness of Christ. Significantly, Abraham lived before the
|l aw of Moses and <Hddcanfoleferkostiie works ofihe Mesais Larbecoming a Jewish
proselyte but to works performed in his own body..

“" AWhereof to glorydoi The word fdgloryodo translates the same Greek
guestion now being considered is does Abraham have any grounds for boastimustification before God? He

provides an i mmediate answer ; Anot before God, o6 and t
Abrahamés | ife to define what he means that justificat

“8 ASaith the scripture? & Paul quotes Genesis 15:6, where God provides further progressive revelation of the
promise first given to Abraham in Ur of the Chaldees (Gen. 15:7). The Hebrew text uses the perfect tense
Abelieved, 0 demonstrati ng tamantUrdftheeChaldaes,atithe initiaf reception ofe x er ¢ |
the gospel (Gal . 3:8 with Gen. 12: 3, note Ahado in Ge
repeated but progressive revelation in Genesis-@5td other words, Abraham had aldgebelieved God, and it

had already been imputed to him for righteousness at the point of his gospel conversion in the Ur of the Chaldees,
and he continued in that completed state of faith in
Genesis 15:6. Genesis 15:6 is similar to 1 John 5:13. Those to whom John wrote already had believed in Christ but
John provides further explanation of their salvation in order that they might be strengthened in that initial but
continuingfaith. Justificaion by faith is a completed action that stands completed and continues as a completed
action (see perfect tensdRom. 5:12).
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6 Ewen as Davitf also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth
applied aq righteousness withowtorks>*

7 Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered.
8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lotitl mot imputelto be appliedas] Sin.>2

9 AWorketh not, but believethonhimdi Just as grace is in contrast to works
iwor k(evt.hd5) . Therefore fibelievetho cannot be -fiaherpret
hi m. o Christdéds righteousness is foreign/distinct/ sepa
faith fAon uwsoChbruitstion bhhiins. own person and in his own wo

Neither are these works performed in/through our own person. Indeed, it is impossible for us to do that, as that
requires not merely absolute sinlessness from Wirthrequires we pay the full penalty of sin in our own person as

well. Hence, the problem is how does righteousness foreign to our own person found only in the person of Christ
alone become ours so that we stand justified before God? It comiesphiation (see 2 Cor. 5:21) not by

impartation. The absolute proof is that al | the verbs are f
Aijustifiethod Ai mputedod) and in regard to one whose pre
Aimputedd must refer to the transfer of righteousness foc
t hat only the HAgodlyo i s | us impdrtedeodHimdby eithet egertedaton or i ght e o
sanctification. Thisisthd i f f er ence bet ween the gospel of Christ and
works performed in the life of the believer, as the ultimate basis for justification before God. Hence, the false gospel
depends upon righteousnésgpartedto the bekver through regeneration or sanctification, so that only the godly

are ultimately | umaddy.fd edNeaiattther reqenedarhaet ifion nor sanct
justification. Neither doesmpartationof righteousness nor spirituahion have anything to do with justification.
Regeneration brings us into spiritual union with God through Christ and progressive sanctification is the impartation

of Christ righteousness into our lives in progressive increments never completed ifethitolever, in direct

contrast, both a complete sinless life and the complete penalty for sin must be fully satisfied in the person being
justified by the Law, not merely one or the other. Neither regeneration nor progressive sanctification satibfy the fu
demands of the Law in the person of the believer in this life. Glorification obtains it in the person of the believer, but
glorification is not a consequence of our works, as we are completely passive in glorification. Glorification is the
sovereign wdk of God. Therefore, justification is based solely upon the imputed righteousness of Christ.

®0 iEven as Davidi Paul introduces Psalm 322] not because David wasitially justified at this point in his life

but becausgustification is a completed doth at the initial point which continues from that initial point as a
completed action providing the same basis for continuing remission of sins as initially received at the point of gospel
conversion (see perfect tense in Romans2}: ThisPsalm provide an enduring principle that defines the doctrine

of imputation. He does something similar using Genesis 2&gard to enduring principle of the nature of faith that
justifies In Romans 4:1:21, Paul writes about the account of Abraham, Isaac and &tasaecorded in Genesis

21, but he is not indicating that Abraham was said to be justified in that chapter. Rather, Paul merely draws a
principle from that passage to characterizetthe nature of justifying faith as a perfect tense state.

*1 Awithout worksdi Gr ace cannot be defined to include works (v.
works (v. 5). Imputation cannot be defined to include works (v. 6). Therefore justification before God is without
works and therefore by faith alone (altigbuthis faith is not alone but accompanied with all other salvation
essentials). Since the Mosaic law is the most comprehensive definition of works, if justification cannot be obtained

by keeping the Law of Moses, neither can it be obtained by any ldsseias] of righteousness (conscience).
Therefore, to deny that justification can be obtained by the works of the Law of Moses is to deny it can be obtained

by works at all, as there is no greater comprehensive definition of works than the Law of Moses.

2 fBlessed isthe madi Justi fi cation by imputation has a positive
i mputed to the sinners account (v. 6) whil®8),andmt sins o
charged to the sinner. Imfation is a legal transaction whereby Christ and the sinner trade places before the Law of

God. Christ is fAimadeéto be sindo for us while we are ma

is why the gospel meamd MmMgwodofmelwsiongsj ustiifsi edhefifgpeel )
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9 Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the uncircumcision also?
for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteoustess.

10 How was it then reckonetfavhen he was in circumcisio or in uncircumcision? Not in
circumcision, but in uncircumcision.

11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he
had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, theybdle t
not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also:

12 And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also
walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet untsedm

13 For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed,
through the law, but through the righteousness of faith.

14 For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise madhe of no
effect:

15 Because the law worketh wra#gal punishment]. for where no law is, there is no transgression.

16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all
the seed® not to that only which is of thlaw, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham:;
who is the father of us all,

>3 ACometh this blessednessi The guestion is how does the blessedness described in ve8sesnte upon a

person. Does it come by faith without works (vv6)or does it come in connection with admirasitvn of divine
ordinances? Abraham is also the fAfathero of circumci si
commitment to a life of obedience under the Law of God. It was also the symbol of new life or the cutting off of the

flesh . Thus, it is similar to water i mmersion as the firs
6:5) . I f Abraham were justified before he was <circumci
workso but ciifsi®dine citromom|l d declare justification was
Catechism explicitly states that circumcision under the@ldenanis comparable to baptism as a sacrament under

the New Covenant and they explicitly use the circumcisio@lwist to illustrate the transition (Catechism of the

Catholic Church, Second Edition, p. 133 #527; p. 297 #1150).

*fReckoneddi The same Greek term is translated fAreckonedo #fi
toapplyorregardortreasto met hi ng as true theoretically, l egally or
with the transgressors. He was treated as such, even though in reality he was not a transgressempttiam

of sin is to be treated as sinless while theiumtpat i on of ri ghteousness to the fAung

*fiNot ét hr ou goli Afterrepudiatmgwivine ordinances as a means through which one is justified (vv. 9

12) he proceeds to deny that justification is obtained bykkeepingT he | aw i s contrary to bot
and the promise of eternal i fe. The Law must condemn
wo r k et hi Ram. d4:15phrather than justify sinners for eternal life (v. 14). The only waygouwo away with

the just consequences of sin is to do away with the law (v. 15), because sin is the violation of the law. Where there is

no law there is no sin.

%% fiMight be sure to all the seedi Justification by grace through faith makes the prorofseternal life sure to all
the true promised seed of Abraham, because it is not qualified or conditioned by law keeping, and thus not subject to
the condemnation and wrath of the law.

" fiThe father of us alb i An Old Testament saint could not be set foh as our role model (
Testament saints were justified another way. (See Acts 1:12; 10:43:2%:Pieb. 4:2; Gal. 3:8; 17).
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17 (As it is written, | have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed,
even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things whichdsethotigh they were.

18 Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations,
according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be.

19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when heoutas ab
an hundred years old, neither yet the deadnes

20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving
glory to God;

21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able aldorio.per
22 And therefore it was imputegbplied] to him for righteousness.
23 Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imppeed] to him?°

24 But for us also, to whom it shall be imputggiied], if we believe on him that raiseg Jesus
our Lord from the dead;

25 Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.

Chapter 5

herefore being justifiegegally vindicated] by faith®® we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ:

2 By whom alsave have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in
hope of the glory of Gotf.

BiNow deadédeadnessoidhul daas feoim this stamyatha lessential characteristic that defines
justifying faith. Justifying faith is reduced simply to the firm conviction and trust that what God promised, He must
accomplish by His power without performance or assistance by the believer (v. 21). Justification before God is
outside the ability or assst ance of man (v. 17) . Manés ability to as:
They were not justified by what they did for God (faithfulness) but by what God did for them.

%9 fiNot written for His sake aloned i Abraham believed in Christ (Gal.18-17; Jn 8:56) and in the gospel of

Christ(Gal.3:68) and was justified before od. However, t hese
should believe in Christ for justification before God (w:-24 ) . Wh a 't C hr i sihoudplace,awas #Af o
our substitute to justify wus from Aour offenses. o Hi
because of our sins and thus it was Afor our justifica

% ATherefore being justified by faithd i This is the conclusionrdwn concerning justification by faith in the

Person and work of Jesus Chyrifitst introduced in Romans 3:22 6 . The term fAjustifiedo
Aori st participle or a completed actionjastihieegpodiinsg p
rather than participating in this action. This does no

imputing righteousness to the believer.

®1 AWherein we stand i Justification is not an incomplete ongoing prEE®ut a completed state or position that
continues as a completed st atiev.. Plajulanuds etswot hpee rafoercits tt e
accesso0 anidv. 2)tedemaenstrate tbi®is a completed action at the point of faitieigdspel of Christ.

I n the example of Abrahamés circumci si on, he decl ares
(Rom. 4:11) at the point of faith in the gospel (Gal. 3:8).
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3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulatiopsiictions] also: knowing that tribulation worketh
patience®

4 And patience, experience; and experiehope:

5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the
Holy Ghost which is given unto us.

6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.

7 For scarcely for a righteous man Mohe die: yet peradventufgrhaps] for a good man some
would even dare to die.

8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us.

9 Much more then, being now justifigegal vindication] by his blood, weshall be saved from
wrath legal punishment] through him.

10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.

11 And not only so, but we also joy in God througin bord Jesus Christ, by whom we have
now received the atonement.

12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and deattfhwsihso death passed
upon all men, for that all have sinn&d:

®2 fAnd not onlyswiPaul 6s ar gume-altis basad upBrothe @ampletién:ar®d finality of justification

in Romans 5:2 which in turn is based upon his developed argument in Roma2b4tfijustification by faith is a
sufficient and completed action (Rom. 2)then tribulation cannot work against ug baly for us (Rom. 5:3). If
justification by faith is sufficient and is a completed action then the love of God before we were justified can only be
much more greater after we are justified (Rom-Bt§. If justification by faith is sufficient and is @mpleted

action (Rom. 5:42) then it must be based upon the representative Person of Jesus Christ rather than upon works
performed in our own person (Rom. 5:19). Hence, where sin abounded grace did much more abound and the
reign of grace will not failRom. 5:2021).

% fDeath by sird - The particular "one" man is Adam, and the particular sin is the Adamic sin. The particular
"death by" that sin is the death predicted in Genesis #:17m the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely
die. 0 he | it er aldyirldé¢hbushaltsuselg gles afm d t h e rdeathdrrite modtedmpmrehersive
nature. Comprehensive death includesirfihediate spiritual death in the very day he atejp(@pressive dying
culiminatingat his physical death(3) which in turn, without redemption, woutdrminate in eternal deatfThis is
the"death" which human nature wasbjected to when Adam sinned ("death by sin") and the same human nature
which is the source from which all subsequent humans partakegthroatural generation "after its own
kind." Therefore, it is this very "death" in its comprehensive form, inherehunman nature as found in
fallen Adam,that is "passed upon all men" through natural reproduction "after its own kind." Hence, byrorfe sna
di sobedi ence Thenefareyinfants aralbera dith a spiritually dead human nature and the proof is that
they are subject to physical death, apdrt fromredemption,they are subject to eternal death. There is no other
precedent for th@hysical death of infants than Adam's sin and therefdeath by sin, and so, death passed upon
all men" The Greek term translatedd" is "houtd' and meansdfter this mannet After what manner?'By one

man's siti and death by one man's siafterthis manner."By one man's disobediencafter this mannet'many

bedead’ "By one man's disobediencedfter this manner "many were made sinnets
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13 (For until the law sin was in the world: but Emot imputedapplied] when there is no lafr

14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after
the similitudefikenessso f Adamés transgression, whé is the

15 But not as the t#nce, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be
dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath
abounded unto marfy.

16 And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: Herjaidgment was by one to
condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification.

17 For if by one mands offence death reigned
of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in liferi®; Jesus Christ.)

It is for this very reason that Jesus was born of the "seed" ahan but rather from "heseed" (Gen. 3:15) by
virgin birth becausédeath" is passed dowhrough the male "seed" and not the "egg" of the wonddhforms of
death (spiritual, phyiscal, eternal) are the penal consequences of sin (Rom Sgi2B)al death was the immediate
penal consequence of sin "in the day" he &eogressive and cumulative physical death is the penal consequence of
sin as proven in the physicd¢ath of Jesus Christ "for our sinsTher e can be no question th
penal for our sins.Thus death in its comprehensive nature was "passed" down to all mankind as the penal
consequence of sin, as predicted in Genesis 2:17.

64 fwherefore, as by one mad i Paul now attempts to prove his statement in verse 11 by demonstrating that
AdamandChris acted as representative men. We became fAenemie
TAdam, just as we bec anreprefentaivaocrt ciiolnesd oo ifiesis@bioet Alrbalyondt h e

they represented obtained the full consequencel ue t o t heir representative actio
condemnation and death upon all whom he represented. &hdstof obedience brought justification and eternal

life upon all whom He represented. Those being represented actualiyecetigdse things in time and space through
birth (natural birth in Adam and supernatur al birth
is Aafter this manner,gvehl bméonrbavaeygi wede bbraasd@h
Aorist tenseandso, this is seenas a completed action. Thisby one mandés offence many
sinnerso IRo.m. 5WH&t, was fApassedo upon adpiituamghysicavas #fd
and eternatl e at h . The fact that infants die proves their d
their own personal sin.

% fiSin was in the world i He argues that sin was present in the world before the law was given by Moses and
therefore the agin of sin and death cannot be attributed to violating Mosaic Law. However, there is no sin where
there is no | aw. Hence, when and where did sin origina
AAdam and MosesO ismd@o wieolaattiromudfedt e IlAaddw gi ven in
represented all mankind by his one act (v. 19).

% fEven over them who had not sinnetli The only explanation for the death of humans who have no capability

to comprehend good from eviland@bro not wi Il |l fully choose to do evil (Ath
that they were represented by Adam when he sinned. Thus, they were made sinners and condemned to death when
Adam sinned, and by9Adamés sin (vv. 12, 18

“MMany é. mamryi or to verse 17 Paul uses fimanyod to describ
Inverses 18 9 Paul uses fAall o to describe those who actually
17) . The fAmanyo for w Ihasenwh& &ctuallyeteivedve 17etde censequendes bflHis t
obedience (v. 19) just as the fimanyo for whom Adam act
consequences of his action (v. 1 9) . and\ticetappfied ¢tohséqueinaes A d a m
prove it.
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18 Therefore as by the offence of one .
judgment came upon all men to Two Representative Men

condemnation; even so by the righteousness 1he representative substitutionary work
of one the free gift came upon all men unto Chrig is the basis for justification. Adar

justification of life. and Chirst are compared and contrastec
Romans 5:129. Paul repreatedly states tr

were made sirgrs, so by the obedience of gndemned. made righteous, dead

one shall many be made righteous. obtained life. However, the consequenc

20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence are receivedrad experienced individually a
might abound. But where sin abounded, grace the point of birth. All born physically ir
did much more abound: Adam are born into this world spirituall

) ) dead and condemned under the law of G
21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, ever Al | who are bolitil

so might grace reign through rigbtesness A .
unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. % \rl | gh ;L Z 2) uhBP]pJei;t 20% Isp];nitlua(f

birth. In Adam all die but in Christ all ar
made alive (1 Cor. 15:22). Both Adam al

Chapter 6 Christ acted in a representative capacity
hat shall we say then? Shallwe cont Mor e than themselve
Paul 6s argument [

in sin, that grace may abound? Awi t hout wed uporsthe actisn:

2 God forbid. How shall we, that = of one man who acted as our representa
are dead to sin, live any longer therein? and obtained life and righteousness for
through His own works.

In contrast, all physically born int
Adamdés family obtai
death by the actions of one man who ac
as treir representative through his ow
works.

3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were
immerse into Jesus Christ werenmersel
into his death®

% fimmersed into his deattdi The objection considered is, that if grace super abounds where sin abounded due to
the representative work of Christ in our behalf received by faith without works, then why not edntisin that

grace may more abound? (Rom. 5:20; 6:1). Paul responds to this objection by five questions that all begin with
Aknowo (vv. 3, 6, 9, 16; 7:1) . First, they should fAkno
representativavork of Christ for those who received it by faith. Water immersion publicly identifies the believer
with His representative death for our sin. Water immersion also publicly identifies us with His victory over sin,
death and the grave through the resueedife. Water immersion is the visible profession of our hope previously
professed by our lips that made us qualified candidates for immersion in water. Therefore, by representation we
have died to sin already and arose to life, all of which, we recé&gadly through justification by faith. At the same

time of justification by faith we were regenerated by the Spirit of God and received the spiritual life of Christ (Eph.
2:1,5) as faith is the regenerative fruit of the Spirit. Therefore, we are nosauectfied by our personal obedience

to the Law of God any more than we were justified by our personal obedience to the Law of God. The life of Christ
is sanctified already and merely needs recognition and yielding to by faith. As we simply yield ndvtieding

Spirit of Christ by faith that life is made manifest in and through the believer not in order to be sanctified but
because it already is without sin as no sin exists in the life of Christ.
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4 Therefore we are buri&with him byimmersioninto death: that like as Christ was raised up
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newnes¥ of life.

The Mode of Baptism
Many Reformed expositors interpret the baptism in Romans @4 spiritual baptism
However, no spiritual union has been mentioned thus far by Paul. What has been me
is legal union (jstification) based upon the representative work of Jesus Christ (Rom.
19). However, regardless if this word is applied literally, metaphorically or spiritually it |

retain its historical meani ng t o (adjectipe
Aburied. 0 However, Paul i's here referr
i mmer sion there is seen a visibly iden:

His death and resurrection. We cannot continue in sgalse the representative work
Christ (Rom. 5:1220) obtains not merely imputed legal vindication (righteousness
remission of sins) or legal death to sin (Rom.-Z;lbut also obtain the resurrected li
through regeneration. Declared faith in tle@resentative work of Christ is the prerequis
for immersion in water and immersion in water publicly symbolizes that identification.

5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the

likeness of his resurrection:

6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed

[Gr. katargeho = to deprive of influence or power} that henceforth we should not serve <in.
7 For he that is dead is fregml. dikaioo - legally vindicated] from sin2
8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live withhim:

69

Abaptizoohistorically mean to submerge, i mmer se
it can be nothing else.

“ALi kenessédiWhit eenéemmer si on pr ov iatharsl resulrectiodi Hiwkvernttes s 0
real it

ili kenessod0 seen in water i mmersion reflects the
and regeneratively at the point of justification.

71

fiburied with him in immersiond i This settles the pper mode of baptism. Not only does the term

fiknowing thisoi The Al aw of siidhisdwetdly s wWROMIi n7: 24)

pl

of

destroyed by the death of this body (1 Cor. 1553 ) . The Abodyo of the Christian

principle of corruption must be removed by putting on incorruption by Christ aetdish Christ (1 Cor. 15:587).
However, even now the power of indwelling sin can be mortified or put to death (Roml3:18% simply
acknowledging the power of the Spirit life of Christ within you and yielding to Christ by faith (WL3)L1
Whenevere do not fiwalk in the Spirito and yield to

frustration (Rom. 7:1425).

2 fFreed fromsindi The Greek term translated Afreedo is

3:245:2. We are legally vindicated before God by faith in the gospel. Justification is based upon the actual
representative work of Christ and therefore when he died and rose again we also died and rose again with him
representatively. That work was receivadough faith without works. In regeneration we obtain the resurrected life
of Christ within us. That life is manifested through us whenever we resist the power of indwelling sin in our
members by yielding through faith to the power of the Spirit of lifeimr new man. Thus our

with Christ both representatively by faith and experientially by faith..
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The body of Sin
The representative work of Gstr (Rom. 5:1519) provided for the ultimate salvation of our
body fromthepower and pr esenc éhelooflyossimnght bdPdastrdyeds
(Rom. 6:6) not that it already has been destroyed. Indeed, the believer still longs
del i v e rteigdbody ofdemi i ( Ro m. 7 : 2 4) .soldunder sib Incaveillhbe
delivered to death (Rom. thefldsd) ( Rdmer & :
i ndwelling sin opmeatERom.hrdulyydh, Sidy ofisir
will be destroyed by death and we will obtain a body withoetptnciple of corruption in the
resurrection or rapture (1 Cor. 15:52). However, the good news is that the resurrection
of Christ exists within the believer through the indwelling Spirit of Christ and He is not st
to the authority of sin. lis through the indwelling resurrection life of Christ that the belie
can now have victory over the power of indwelling sin. This is what Paul refers to wh

s a yibwe flive in the Spirit let us also walk in the Spixit ( Gal . 5:25)
regmer ative | ife of Christ within us, no
Spirit.

9 Knowing that Christ bag raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion
over him.

10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.

11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive untadegt th
Jesus Christ our Lord.

12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts ffiereof.

13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield
yourselves unto God, as those that areedfom the dead, and your members as instruments of
righteousness unto God.

14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but undeP grace.
15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grafmBitGod

3 AWe shall also live with Hind i All who share in his death also share in his life. The life that we share is
through regeneration dnit is free from sin and death, because Christ died once and sin has no dominion over his
resurrected life. It is through the Spirit of life in Christ that we are able to deprive indwelling sin of its power over
us.

AL et not @&iiJnuédriecinganiClhy i 8t © sin cannot reign over us be
However, in our person and practice we are not free from the presence or power of indwelling sin. On the other
hand, the power of the indwelling Spirit of God enables us to overtome pr esence and power of
to Him by faith. The child of God has the willingness due to the new birth, but the renewed will does have the power

to carry out its desires (Rom. 7:244 ) . He must | earn to fydferfrebdomfransinhe i nd:
(Rom. 8:2).

" fiNot under Law, but under gracedi Thr ough the substitutionary death of
(Rom.7:35) . The Law has no jurisdiction over fAdeadm per son
is progressively worked out in our lives through the new inward man by the power of the indwelling Spirit of God.

I n this manner, the I|ife of Christ is fiput onodo by fait
created i ns fiand httrewas smelsi nesso (Col. 3:10) and therefor
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16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom
ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteouShess?

17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have oloeyeldeheart that
form of doctrine which was delivered you.

18 Being then made frgtegal emancipatiori from sin, ye became the servants of righteousﬁess.

19 | speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded
your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your
members servants to righteousness unto holiffess.

20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye werglégaeemancipatiod from righteousness.

21 What fruit hd ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those
things is death.

22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto
holiness, and the end everlasting life.

23 For the wages of sin is dedlit the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Chapter 7

now ye not, brethren, (for | speak to them that know the law,) how that the law hath
dominion over a man as long as he liveth?

2 For the woman which hath an husband is bdunthe law to her husband so long as
he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband.

3 So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an
adulteress: but if her husband be dea@, ishfree from that law; so that she is no adulteress,
though she be married to another man.

4 Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye
should be married to another, even to him who is raised from thettlaadie should bring forth
fruit unto God.

® AServants to obep i Al | men are fservantsodo to some master. We
righteousness (v. 16). There is no middle condition. Freedom tllerhaw (see note on Romans -Bjlmakes us
servants of Christ

""fiYe becam@i The transition point was at point of regeneration and justification by faith. We became servants of
righteousness in regard to our position in Christ, in regard to our retermenadition that changed the ruling
disposition of our mind to serve Christ (Rom. 7:25). However, actual service to righteousness occurs in our life only
when we yield to the power of the indwelling Spirit of Christ.

8 iNow yield your member®i Indweling sin has its foothold in 4820, imembe:
25). The flesh is not regenerated. Only the spirit of man has been regenerated and the spirit of man is the governing
inclination of man. We cannot will our members to do righteeusrs ( Ro m. 7:18) but mu s t A

indwelling Spirit of God in order to overpower indwelling sin.
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5 For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our
members to bring forth fruit unto death.

6 But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we wdrehatlwe should
serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the {&tter.

7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, | had not known sin, but by the law:
for | had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not ¥ovet.

8 But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence.
For without the law sin was dead.

9 For | was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and |
died.

10 And the commandment, which waslained to life, | found to be unto death.
11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me.
12 Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.

13 Was then that which is good made death unto nee?f@bid. But sin, that it might appear
sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might become
exceeding sinful.

14 For we know that the law is spiritual: but | am carnal, sold undét sin.

15 For that which | do | allowot: for what | would, that do | not; but what | hate, that do I.
16 If then | do that which | would not, | consent unto the law that it is good.

17 Now then it is no more | that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.

18 For | know that in me (that is, my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with
me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.

" fiBeing dead i The only thing that frees a woman from the law of marriage to her husband is the death of her
husband. As long as he liveth shé@und to him by law. When we received the atonement by faith we died to the
law by the body of Christ as it was crucified on the cross in our place for our sin. Our sin was judged in his body on
the cross. Hence, we are not subject to the condemraimrath of the Law. However, being released from the

law does not place us in a nararried state. To be loosed from the law is to be married to Christ. There is no
middle state between marriage to the Law and marriage to Christ.

8 fis the law simi Being dead to the law does not mean that the law was the source of sin. The law simply defines
and reveals the source of sin in us. Sin in us retaliates against the Law and thereby sin is revealed by the law.

8 Al am carnaloi Paul has used past tensebgein verses-@3 but changes to present tense verbs from verse 14 to
verse 25. When Paul was fAin the flesho ¢18).butdopldnothe | aw
deliver the lost man from indwelling sin. However, neither can thedealiver the saved man from indwelling sin

(w.1425) . The | aw is fAspiritual 6 or pertains unto spirit
his flesh or the unredeemed aspect of his nature. The unredeemed aspect of his huedthedtesh) is sold

under sin and absolute proof that it is fsold under si
aspect of human nature wil!/| never fAserveodo Gd)dThg Ro m. 7

redeemed immaterial aspect of man delights in the law of God (v. 22), and can be distinguished from indwelling sin
within his flesh (vv. 17, 18, 20). The only possible way to overpower indwelling sin is by yielding to the power
indwelling Spirit of Godtomot i fy or put to death the power of indwel
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19 For the good that | would | do not: but the evil which | would not, that | do.
20 Now if | do that | would not, it is no more | thdd it, but sin that dwelleth in me.
21 1 find then a law, that, when | would do good, evil is present with me.

22 For | delight in the law of God after the inward man:

23 But | see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, anddrmsg
into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.

24 O wretched man that | am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?

25 | thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind | myself serve the law of
God; but with thedlesh the law of sin.

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

As a lost man he was free from righteousness (Rom. 6:20). However, as a saved man
an internal war within him betweenetaw of indwelling sin and the inward regenerated n
that delights in the law of God (Gal. 5;16). Regeneration reverses the inclination of th
from the love of sin to the love of righteousness but does not have any inherent pc
overpower indweing sin (Rom. 7:18b). Whenever the believer attempts to operate in his
strength to administer his delight for the Law of God it always ends in frustration and

(Rom. 7:24). Only as he yields to the presence and power of the Indwelling Si@htist
does God wlmwihk wil and th donof His good pleasare ( Phi | i p. -

13). Spiritual maturity is determined by how much of our life is empowered by the Spirit

Chapter 8

here is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spift.

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the kEiw of
and death.

3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the¥esh:

82 Bwalké after the Spiritdi Paulis directly referringto Romans 7245 and del i verance from t

of indwelling sin by Cshhrd swi.l IT hfonsien dwh ot haer ef Ifei snh tahned fil vee
those who are fiin the Spirito may at times fimindo the

condemnation (Romans 7:P%). The only deliverance from indwelling sin aedgeriential condemnation is by

Aithe |l aw of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesuso (V. 2)
perspectives. First, we are delivered representatively, positionally and judicially from sin by féi¢hgaspel (v.

3). Second, we are delivered experientially and progressively from the power of indwelling sin by faith in Christ as

we fAwal k after the Spirit.o(v. 4). We are to walk even
oughtt o Awal k in the Spirito (Gal. 5:25).

8 fiCondemned sim i The power of indwelling sin was dealt with by God sending Christ in the flesh to condemn

sin in the flesh, and through death of his body. Sin has no legal right over the life of Christ whickiwetteough

the indwelling Spirit. Sin does have present power of condemnation in the area of our bodieserperieacet

when we fAwalk after the flesh. o0 Hence, we must fiwal k a
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4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, whlk wot after the flesh, but
after the Spirit*

5 For they that are after the flesh[do present tense)mind the things of the flesh; but they that are
after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.

6 For to be carnallgiesh] minded[mind set] iS [Gr. present tenseldeath; but to be spiritually minded
[mind set] IS [Gr. present tense]life and peace.

7 Because the carnatsh) mind [mind set] is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of
God, neither indeed can be.

8 So then they thatain the flesh cannot please GBd.
9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if

any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none ofhis.

10 And if Christ be in you, the body [i8esent tenseflead because of sin; but the Spirifpigsent
tensellife because of righteousne¥s.

the powerofsi n obtained by Christ. The child of God can fAwse
power of sin is only experienced by walking (living) after the Spirit.

8 fThe law might be fulfilled in usd i The doctrine of justification is not in vieat all here. We have been
justified by faith in Christ without works and will not come into a future judgment (Jn. 5:24). We are not being

enabled by the Spirit to live a sinless life (1 Jn-1:8 ) . It is fulfilled ultiebodat el y i
(vv. 11, 23) when indwelling sin and its power are completely eradiated, and we are made sinless in the resurrection

beforef udgment day. However, as we fimindo t heexgetencegs of |
thepowerof@r i st s | ife to gain victory over the fideedsodo of

life (vv. 12-13).

8 fin the flesho i Paul limits the spiritual condition of all men to two different stat€sey are either (1) "in the
flesh" or(2) "in the Spirit." There is no third class or condition of man because all who are not "in the Spirit" are
"none of his" (v. 9). Paul writes that those in the flesh "cannot (Gr. ou dunatai) pleaseT&edutiter of Hebrews

says it is "impossible (Gadunatai) to please God "without faithSince those in the flesh "cannot please God" they
must not have any ability (ou dunataio ability/power) to believe. The unregenerate person cannot believe (see Jn.
6:44; 6465). There is no middle condition tveeen "in the flesh" and "in the Spirit.Thus being "in the Spirit" by
regeneration is prerequisite for ability to believe.

The saved man is not "in the flesh" but he can "walk after the flesh" (Rom23;1@al. 5:1617). The saved
man mutsto fifpaw t he ol d man and fAput ond the new man, or
ithis body of death, o0 and be separated from experienti

% fiNone of Hi® i There are only two classificatierof mankind on earth at any given time between the Genesis

fall and Revelation glorification. Every human being
have the Spirit of God indwelling them and if they do not have the $piGbd indwelling them it is because they
are finone of his. o0 Al | of Godds elect promised chil dr

Godi only the lost do not.

87 fiThe body is dead because of gii Note the use of present tensebgein verses 10 and 41B. The body is not

physically dead but is the area of indwelling sin where death isexpe&riencedvhen walking after the flesh.

Whenever we walk (livé present tense) after the flesh we subject ourselves to the domain of sieadihdn our
present experience. When we Amindod and dAwal ko after th
of God now. However, just as the Spirit of God overpowered death in the body of Christ and will overpower death

in the future esurrection of our bodies, so also, as we presently yield to Him, wexgsatiencepower over
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11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up
Christ from the dead shall also quickefake alivei present tensg your mortal bodies by his Spirit
that dwelleth in you.

12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.

13 For if ye livelGr. present tenselafter the flesh, ye shall djer. present tense] but if ye through the
Spirit domortify [Gr. present tenselthe deeds of the body, ye shall live.

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are thgssonss) of God.

15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the chitshr@snia] of God:

17 And if childrenGr. teknia], then heirs; heirs of God, anet. de] jointi heirs with Christ; if so
be that wesuffer with him, that we may be also glorified togetfer.

18 For | reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed jar. eis] US.

19 For the earnest expectation of the creature \wdidetthe manifestation of the sojes. huios]
of God.

20 For the creaturnereation] was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who
hath subjected the same in hope,

21 Because the creatugesation] itself also shall be delivereldom the bondage of corruption
into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth inop@ipangs] together until
now.

23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfofithe Spirit, even we
ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.

24 For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth
he yet hope for?

25 But if we hope fothat we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.

26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmiti@sental and physical weaknessesjfor we know not
what we should pray foas we ought: but the Spirit Hsalf maketh intercession for us with
groanhgs which cannot be utter&d.

indwelling sin now (vv. 121 3 ) . Therefore we are not debtors to pres:/
have the indwelling power of the Holy Spitito put t o death the fAdeedso of the
consequences or experience of death are those fruits of the flesh listed in Galati B1® present experience

of life are those fruits listed in Galatians 522 whenwe puttdl e at h t he fideedsd of the f 1 ¢
Spirit (Gal. 5:2425).

8 fHeirso i There is disagreement among scholars whether Paul is referring to the Roman or Jewish law of
inheritance. The Roman law regarded all children as equal heirs wherdasvitle law gave a double portion to the

first born. It is Jewish | aw Paul has in mind, becaus:c
brethren.
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27 And heThe Father] that searcheth the heakisoweth what is the mind of the Spjriiecause
he[The spiritt maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.

28 And we know that all things work together fjood to them that love God, to them who are
the called according to his purpdSe.

29 For whom he did foreknowhow with desigri, he also did predestinaf@termined beforehand]to
be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstbmmgamany brethren.

30 Moreover whom he did predestingi@ermined beforehand], them he also called: and whom he
called, them he also justifig@gally vindicated: and whom he justifiedegally vindicated], them he
also glorified®*

31 What shall wéhen say to these things? If God be for us, who can be agaiffst us?

32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him
also freely give us all things?

33 Who shall | ay any t hidhosergones? Itois Godh that jaskfiath g e o f

[legally vindicates].

34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even
at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.

35 Who shall separate us fronetlove of Christ? shall tribulatigaffiictions], or distresgpinned in,
in a fix], Or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or petdnger], or sword?

36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as stibep for
slaughter.

37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.

8 fCannot be uttered i This is not the gift of tongues as tongues can be uttered by suméme Holy Spirit

interprets our heart in spite of our | imited verbal c a
means to pray as |l ed by the Spirit. To walk Ain the Sp
To preach Ain the Spiritodo simply means to preach as em

% HAccording to his Purpos@i Those things listed in verses-29 are the working out of His purpose in time and

space. Foreknowledge is knowledge of His purgose pr edesti nat e, call, justify ar
Al | ithemd are the same fAwhomd are foreknown, predest
purpose. 0 What can you say to thAhesée ( hheBpteelrwhodholiehi ng! |
against us, because no one can overrule His purpose and power? (v. 31). If God would not spare His own Son for
them, He will not spare anything less to accomplish His purpose for them (v. 32). If God justifiedvtieriudge

in the universe can overrule his verdict? (v. 33). If Christ died for their sins who can condemn them for sin without
rejecting Christés death? (v. 34). God will all ow nothi
work all things for their ultimate good (vv. 339).

L AWhom he called, them he also justifiedi This is the effectual call, since all who are called have been already
predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son and will be also justified and gl(s#féeedi Cor. 1:2@8).

92 fGod be for usdi God the Holy Spirit is for us (Rom. 827) as the solution for indwelling sin; God the Father is
for us (Rom. 8:283) as the solution to changing circumstances and challenges to our salvation. God tHerSon is
us (Rom. 8:3439) as the solution to any possible problems that would separate us.
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38 For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principahi¢&s! beings],
Nor powergsupernatural evil power], NOr things presnt, nor things to come,

39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Chapter 9

say the truth in Christ, | lie not, my conscience also bearing me witnessHioh&host,
2 That | have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart.

3 For | could wishthat myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen
according to the flesh:

4 Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and thg gl the covenants, and the
giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises;

5 Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God
blessed for ever. Amen.

6 NogtSas though the word of God hath takene effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of
Israel:

7 Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall thy
seed be calletf.

8 That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not theeohdtiGod: but the
children of the promise are countagblied, regared asjfor the seed.

9 For this is the word of promise, At this time will | come, and Sara shall have a son.
10 And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, evenfather Isaac;

11 (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of
God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;)

% fiNot all Israel which are of Israeldi The meani ng i sethiicismel is af the prgmised spiricual |
ethnicl srael . 0 The | sr ae lfonly fwicpbora etling dews. saac; Ishmpety dacoth and Esau
were all of the same physiebbrn ethnic family but they were not all children by promise. No Gentiles are included

here or given as exampl es. God pr iclneagecirdadditibnrtaphomised a fin a't
children from the nations. However, the promised seed
“fMNeitheréare t bieTyhealils scuhei Ibderienng addressed is whether G
because most Jews have rejected Christ (v. 6). If being a child of promise is solely by virtue of physical birth as an

ethnic Jew then God failed, because many Jews reject C

was not fulfilled in beig merely a physically born Jew. In addition to physical birth all children of promise are
supernaturally born, as was Isaac, in contrast to Ishmael, and unconditionally elected to this promise, like Jacob in
contrast to Esau (vv-83). Double birth applieto Gentile promised children also (v. 24). Paul is not denying Israel

as Goddés elect nation but denying that physical birth
National Israel will not be composed of oroarn Jews but twickorn Jevg. Remnant Israel in every generation is
composed of twicdorn Jews (Rom. 11:8). National salvation of Israel in the future will be composed of twice

born Jews (Rom. 11:288).
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12 It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger.
13 As it is written, Jacob have | loved, but Esau have | hated.
14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God’forbid.

15 For he saith to Moses, | will have mercy on whom | will have mercy, and | will have
compassion on whom | willdve compassion.

16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy.

17 Forthe scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have | raised thee up, that |
might shew my power in thee, and that nayne might be declared throughout all the earth.

18 Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth.
19 Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will?

20 Nay but, O man, who aitdu that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him
that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus?

21 Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour,
and another unto dishonour?

22 What if God, willingto shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction:

23 And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had
afore prepared unto glory,

24 Evernus, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Getftiles?

25 As he saith also in Hosdawill call them my people, which were not my people; and her
beloved, which was not belovéd.

% Awhat shall we say thew i Paul anticipates objections to verse4¢38 The first objection to unconditional

election in verse 11, and particular redemptive love in verse 13, is to charge God with being unjust and unrighteous
(v. 14b.). What is Paul bés response? Gd48), argthinisteteh o o s e t
conclusion drawn in verse 18. The natural objection to verse 18 is to charge God as being the author of sin, because
if God did not choose to have mercy upon Pharoah then
responds by chiging the objector with no right to accuse God for doing what He wills with His own creatures (v.

20). God has the right to dispose of fallen mankind any way he chooses, because they deserve nothing but wrath,
and none deserve fimercy. 0

“hAVesselsof mercgi Unf al | en creatures are sinless and therefore
a person is not getting what he deserves. It infers a
has reference to mankind after the fallndttwer e t he f al I . Justice after the fa
but being chosen out of the mass of fallen mankind for
° BAlso of the Gentile®i The vessels of mer cy pr ep aGedtilgs. God dhadéical | ed
Abraham a promise that applied to a singular Anationo
Salvation of all promised children, whether Jews or Gentiles, is through elective grace and betbgrtwi{gom.

4: 11, athéerinfof all that believed). Thév.iessels of destr

% AWere not my peopl®i Gentiles are also among the promised children of Abraham, and they are saved the very
same way the Jewish promised children are saved6i2?). Twice born Gentiles are distinct from once born
Gentiles fAafter the flesh.o
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26 And it shall come to pass, that in the place whemas said unto them, Ye are not my
people; there shall they be called the children of the living God.

27 lIsaiahalso crieth concerning Israel, Though the number of the children of Israel be as the
sand of the sea, a remngatt that remains] shall be aved:

28 For he will finish the work, and cut it short in righteousness: because a short work will the
Lord make upon the earth.

29 And adsaiahsaid before, Except the Lord of Sabapthies) had leftus a seed, we had been
as Sodomand been made kkunto Gomorah

30 What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which followed not after righteousness, have
attained to righteousness, even the righteousness which is o faith.

31 But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath noteattainthe law of
righteousness.

32 Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For
they stumbled at that stumblingstone;

33 As it is written, Behold, | lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: andewsrs
believeth on him shall not be ashamed.

Chapter 10
rethren, my heartds desire and prayer to
2 For | bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge.

3 For they beingignommt of Godés righteousness, and
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.

4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that belféveth.

5 For Moses describeth thghteousness which is of the law, That the man which doeth those
things shall live by them.

% Awhich followed not after righteousneséi or fit he | aw of righteousnesso (

wor ks of the | aw, but have not fAattained the righte
l'ife that does not fail alfl). Thenlaw s depignedrict révealosin and tead thena tar
Christ as Savior from sin. Israel replaced Christ with the works of the law as their savior.

V.
in Christés right eous orksofsthe lawiThehlews havet thedaw bral atteropt to dohthee w
o]
(

1% #The end..for righteousnes® i Justification by works teaches that faith in Christ is the beginning point for

u
J a

S

righteat s ness climaxed at the day of judgment. Justificati
final satisfaction of the | awbs demands for righteousn

do (v. 5). Justification bfaith declares that Christ needs no help or assistance from yor\vT&e whole mission

of Christ began by coming down from heaven (v. 6) and concluded by Christ coming up from the grave (v. 7). Faith
demands that we only believe the good news ofjtiepel word in our hearts, believe that Christ has completed all
that God demands for justification (vw18) and confess that with our mouths.
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6 But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall
ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:)

7 Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.)

8 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word
of faith, which we preach,;

9 That if thou shalt confess with tinyouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvatiort’*

11 For the scripture saithosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.

12 For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich
unto all that call upon him.

13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.

14 How hen shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe
in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?

15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautife et thif
them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!

16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. Raiah saith, Lord, who hath believed our
report?%?

17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of%od.

18 But | say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their
words unto the ends of the world.

19 But | say, Did not Israel know? First Moses saith, | will provoke you to jealousy by them that
are no people, and by a fa#l nation | will anger you.

20 Butlsaiahis very bold, and saith, | was found of them that sought me not; | was made
manifest unto them that asked not after me.

21 But to Israel he saith, All day long | have stretched forth my hands unto a disolaedient
gainsayingspeak against, contradictory speaking] people.

101 Awith the heart man believethd i Justification by faith is heart obedience to the gospel. Profession hith t

mouth and immersion in water are the outward expressions of a regenerated heart. The unregenerate heart is
incapable of believing the gospel (See Ephesians 4&8h in the heart begets faithfulness in the life.

1924 |saiah saithdi Paul c aelplosr ttohei nfirl sai ah 53 the gospel of Jesus
reading when Philip came up beside him (Acts 838D When asked who the prophet was speaking about, Luke
recor ds beganttthe samé scripyuaimd preached untohime sus o6 ( Acts 8: 35) .

193 fHearing by the Word of Goddi The term Awordo translates the Greek t
(see 2 Cor. 4:6; James 1:18). When the gospel is not empowered by the command of God it falls on deaf ears (vv.
18-21; 1 Cor. 123). When it comes by command it has power that saves (1 Cor31;24Thess. 1:5; 1 Cor.

1:17-18,).
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Chapter 11

say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For | also am an Israelite, of the seed
of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.

2 God hath not cast away his people which meldioew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith
of Elijah? how he maketh intercession to God against Israel, s&fing,

3 Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars; and | am left alone, and
they seek my life.

4 But what saith the answef God unto him? | have reserved to myself seven thousand men,
who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal.

5 Even so then at this present time also there is a remmmaiiing part] according to the election
[divine choicg Of grace.

6 And if bygrace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of
works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.

7 What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the gleetioehoice]
hathobtained it, and the rest were blinded

8 (According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should
not see, and ears that they should not hear;) unto this day.

9 And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, amdpa and a stumblingblock, and a
recompence unto them:

10 Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back alway.

11 | say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall
salvation is ome unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy.

12 Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of
the Gentiles; how much more their fulness?

13 For | speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as | am thelapufsthe Gentiles, | magnify mine
office:

14 If by any means | may provoke to emulation them which are my flesh, and might save some
of them.

15 For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of
them be, but fe from the dead?

16 For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the
branches?®

1% BHis people which he foreknewi God has never fAcast awayo those among
elective purpose of salvation (see Ro8r28-31; 9:611). In every period of Jewish history, God has reserved

hi mself a people according to election (vv. 5, 7). T
apostasy which have kept the faith when Israel as a nation has rejected Goti i s Ar emnant 6 has ne\
off and never needs to be grafted in. What has been broken off is Israel as a nation and what will be grafted back
Afagaino (v. 23) is I|Israel as a nation.
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17 And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert graffed in
among them, and with them partakekthe root and fatness of the olive tré®;

18 Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root thee.
19 Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that | might be graffed in.

20 Well; because of unbelighey were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not
highminded, but fear:

21 For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee.

22 Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severioyydmat
thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off.

23 And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be graffed in: for God is able to graff
them in agairt®’

24 For if thou wert cut out of the oliveee which is wild by nature, and wert graffed contrary to
nature into a good olive tree: how much more shall these, which be the natural branches, be
graffed into their own olive tree?

25 For | would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of thisemydest ye should be wise
in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles
be come in®®

26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer,
and shall tun away ungodliness from Jacb:

Hirstfrui DéThehefirlaummpant o fepi édemnmns at harwfeistst while F

the crop, is harvested at the end (I srael as a nation)
represent the two sources from which the promised seedeaneed (National Israeland Gentile nations). hie
Aibranchesod represent the manifest kingdom of God on ea

1% iSome of the branches be broken dffi The remnant is never broken off in national apostasy. What is broken
off is the greater part of Israel as a natidme manifest kngdom was removed from national Israelthe Gentile

nations dAuntil the fullness of the Gentiles be come in.
107 §Graff them in agaimhi What was broken off is what is grafted in
Israel were never broken off. Elect Gentiles are never broken off. It is the Israel as a nation that was broken off and

Israel as a nation will be grafted inonce agah en t hat happens fial/l IBseaking | 0 as

off has nothing to do with personal salvation, but with inclusion or exclusion from the sphere of ethnic sources from
which he calls out His elect.

198 iBlindness inpart is happened to Isael untild 1 This blindness endures during the complete period when the

Gentiles are being saved. I n fact, Paul says they ar
Hence, this fAlsrael o remai ns i ntiofidmorgithd Geatdes, and dannmotibe g t h e
interpreted to include Gentile elect or the present J
same period but are being saved. The term eldromt i | 6 de
blindness.

199 fUngodliness from Jacodi The term fAJacobod is never wusedcaledor the

universal invisible church. It is used to describe national Israel in rebellion against God (see Malachi 3:6 and verse
28 fies®ni

The Letter to the Congregations at Rome Page4l



The Lighthouse New Testament Notes

27 For this is my covenant unto them, when | shall take away their sins.

28 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they
are beloved fof the fathersd sakes.

29 For the dits and calling of God are without repentaqeenge of mind]

30 For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their
unbelief:

31 Even so have these also now not believed, that through eray riney also may obtai
mercy.

32 For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all.

33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are
his judgments, and his ways past finding out!

34 For who hath known #gnmind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor?

35 Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompeng&ahat is deservedjunto him
again?

36 For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.

Chaper 12

beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto GBdwhich is your reasonable servit’é.

2 And be not conformejdhanged from outside]to this world: but be ye transimedchanged from

10 fConcerning the gospel they are enemié§ The pronoun fitheyod has for its nee
in turn is descriptive of #fAlsraelo. Nati onal Il srael i s
Gentiles. Theyarpr esently fAenemies of the gospel for your sake
Afather 6s0. Abraham is the fAfathero of the promised s
of Israel as an ethnic nation. Abrahamésicl ed t he f at her of all who believe |

any Gentile. This proves that it is Israel as an ethnic nation which is saved at the coming of Christ (Zed3:12:10
with Rev. 1:7).

1 Ayour reasonableserviced i Romans 111 deal with your unreasonable salvation. Unreasonable because you do

not merit it. Unreasonabl e b e c anotgetting what iyosi defebvg (whichis mer c i
judgment ) . Grace i s et tsdlvatign. Romans 12514 dealswo n dhht wdhead erivse fiy
reasonabl e s er ¥Vyour eeasonable Raviva assa churgh member. Romainsy@@r reasonable

service as a citizen. Romans-18:147 your reasonable service as a Christian brother. Your salvation rests upon

Chrig presenting His body as holy and acceptable to God in deaytour sins. Your service begins by presenting

your body as holy and acceptable to God in iiéworship begins with offering up acceptable sacrifices unto God (1 Pet.

2:5; Heb. 13:1516; Philip. 4:18; 2 Cor. 2:147)

12 Hacceptable unto Goa i True worship begins with presentation of an acceptable sacrifice unto God.
Acceptable means that your body is presented a d@alivin
transformed o t he | i keness of Christ not conformed to this w
not yours. Acceptable means a life according to the measure of faith given you.
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inside] by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God.

3 For | say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of
himself more highly thaHQWOL]JT%ht to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to
every man the measure of faitH.

4 For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the sari¢ office:
5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every onédersrane of anothét®

6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us
prophesy according to the proportion of fdith;

7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching;

8 O he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth,
with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.

9 Let love be without dissimulatigrypocrisy]. Abhor that which is evil; cleave {&ick with] that
which is good.

10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another;
11 Not slothfuljazy] in business; fervenpassionate]in spirit; serving the Lord;

12 Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulatigafiictions] continuing instant in prayer;

13 Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality.

14 Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not.

15 Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep.

16 Be of the same minohe toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of
low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits.

113 fMeasure of faithd i Progressive sanctification is determined b tmeasure of grace and faith God has

predetermined (Eph. 2:8b) to give to each of his elect in order to accomplish His own good pleasure (Philip. 2:13)
during their life. This is not an excuse to be irresponsible but rather encouragement to live upabyail are
capable of being and doing by Godbs grace.

4 #As we have many membersinonebodyi Paul is referring to the physical |
in common one kind of human body, so also, all his readers had in common one kinj@getional body

wherein their individual membership resided. They were not all members of one univstsiahl body and neither

were they all members of one universal invisible congregational body.

5 %S0 we, being many are one body in Chrigti Theedwof the Pauline epistles ar
member s of New Testament congregations. Just as fAweo ¢
Afwed share in common one kind of congr egaeteiominkihd, body.

government, doctrine and practice. This kind of body is the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 3:16) and equipped by
the Spirit to function, and perform the mission given each congregation.

1% fHaving giftso i No sign gifts are listed hems there is in 1 Corinthians 12. Sign gifts were particular to the
apostolic office (2 Cor. 12:12; Heb. 243 and were received only through the laying on of the apostolic hands (Acts
8:1921; 19:6; Rom. 1:11).
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17 Recompensgetwhat is deservedto N0 man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of
all men.

18 If it be possible, as mudhs lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.

19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written,
Vengeance is mine; | will repay, saith the Lord.

20 Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, giwedrink: for in so doing thou
shalt heap coals of fire on his head.

21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.

Chapter B

et every soul be subject unto the higher powetsorities]. For there is no poweduthority]
I but of God: th@owersauthorities] that be are ordained of Got.

2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the powethority] , resisteth the ordinance of God: and
they that resist shall receive to themselves damngtigishment].

3 For rulers are not a terror to good wsrkut to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the
power[authority] ? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same:

4 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for
he beareth not éhsword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wgath
punishment] upon him that doeth evil.

5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wradl punishment], but also for
conscience sake.

6 For for this cause payeytributefland tax] a | s O : for they are Godoés
continually upon this very thing.

7 Render therefore to all their dues: tribgéed tax] to whom tributefland tax] is due; custom
[merchandise tax] 0 Whom custommerchandise tax} fear [reverence] to whom fearreverence] honour
[respect] t0 whom honoufrespect].

8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the
law.

9 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thailt siot steal, Thou shalt
not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly
comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: thereftmee is the fulfilling of the law}*®

7 fLet every soul be subjead i Paul prowdes five reasons why every Christian should be subject to secular

government aut hor iivy (2 Forwjath Bakérvw. 85a,d3) Bor Goaskience sakesv. 5b-7;
(4) For Lovessakéw.810; (5) Fofiwdhi4i st b6s sake

187 ove is the fulfilling of the lawdi Paul i s not saying that true children
sense that Christ fulfilled the law by his sinless life. The law of love as defined in the Great Commandment demands
100% commitment, and 100% gour whole being 100% of the time. That is the absolute sense which justification
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