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Introduction to the Gospel of John 
 

Theme: The purpose for writing this gospel is stated clearly in John 20:30-31: 

30  And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 

this book: 

31  But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 

believing ye might have life through his name. 

      The gospel of John is the only gospel written to demonstrate that Jesus is more than just a 

man but the Second Person of the Godhead manifest in the flesh and John begins with this direct 

assertion (Jn. 1:1-18).  

      Also, the book of John is the only Gospel that divides the ministry of Christ into three and 

possibly four Passovers (Jn. 2:13; 5:1; 6:4; 11:55). Some reject John 5:1 as a reference to the 

Passover. However, if the ministry of Christ lasted three and half years there would be four 

Passovers.  

      Also, the gospel of John is the only Gospel account that gives a detailed record of the Lord’s 

teachings in the upper room discourse (Jn. 13-17).  

Date: There are early witnesses that lived contemporaneously with John (Iraeneus quotes 

Polycarp  - Against Heresies, I, xxvi, 1;) who declare that John wrote this gospel for the express 

purpose to refute the Gnostic heresy perpetuated by the heretic Cerinthus who lived at the time of 

John. Cerinthus taught that Jesus was a mere man and nothing more. It seems that John wrote 

this after the synoptic gospels had been written. This explains why so much found in the synoptic 

is not repeated in John’s gospel and why so much of what is found in John’s gospel is not found 

in the synoptic gospels. However, the present tense verb “is” in John 5:2 infers that the gospel 

was written before AD 70 because the “five porches” were destroyed in AD. 70. 

Writer: The writer refers to himself through the gospel as “the one whom Jesus loved” (Jn. 

13:23; 20:2; 21:7; 20:24). He is John the brother of James and son of Zebedee whose mother was 

Salome (Mt. 4:21).  He was a fisherman by trade (Mk. 1:20) and in partnership with Peter (Lk. 

5:10). 

Audience: It seems that John wrote primarily for Gentile readers as he explains the meaning of 

Aramaic terms which would be unnecessary for Jewish readers. Also, his emphasis upon the use 

of the term "world" as inclusive of all mankind without distinction of race, class or gender (such 

as the Samaritan woman [Jn. 4], and the Gentiles [Jn. 12:19-20]) may indicate he is writing to 

Gentiles.  

Outline:  

A.  Introduction – Declared to be God in the Flesh – Ch. 1:1-18 

B.  His Witnesses Prepared – Ch. 1:19-51 

C.  His Signs Bear Witness – Chs. 2:1-12:50 

D.  His Spirit Will Bear Witness – Ch. 13:1-17 

E.  His Sufferings and Glory Bear Witness – Chs. 18:1-20:31 
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F.  The Epilogue – His Witnesses Bear Witness – Ch. 21:1-25
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The Gospel According to John 
 

Chapter 1 

n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
1
 

2  The same was in the beginning with God.
2
 

3  All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.
3
 

4  In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 

5  And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 

6  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

7  The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might 

believe. 

8  He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 

9  That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.
4
 

10  He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. 

11  He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 

12  But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to 

them that believe on his name:
5
 

                                                 
1
 “The Word” – John declares three preexistent relationships of the Word. (1) In relationship to all things which 

have a “beginning”, he preexisted such things – “In the beginning was the Word.” Whatever is created has a 

“beginning.” (2) In relationship with God, He coexisted equally – “the Word was with God.”  The Greek preposition 

pros translated with has the idea of face to face existence demanding both distinction and equality. (3) In 

relationship to the nature of God, He was God – “the Word was God.”  He was not “a” god but “the God” (Mt. 1:23 

literal “the God with us”). The missing article here before “God” in the Greek is grammatically necessary to 

distinguish the subject (“the Word”) from the predicate (“God”). The first declares His eternal existence and denies 

evolution. The second phrase declares equal but distinction of Persons in the Godhead and denies Sabellianism. The 

third phrase declares His absolute deity and denies Arianism. 

 
2
 “Beginning with God” – Introduces the work of creation in verse 3. All created things can be measured by time 

and have a “beginning.”  However, the word “was” with God in the beginning of created things. The imperfect verb 

“was” demands He preexisted the “beginning” of all things that came into existence. 

 
3
 “Not anything made that was made” – This is a flat denial that the Word was created but rather He is the Creator 

of everything that was made and has a beginning.  The Greek term “egeneto” is used for anything which has a 

beginning or that came into existence. In Contrast to “the Word” which existed before any “beginning” or anything 

that came into existence (egeneto) the Word “became” (“egeneto”) flesh – Jn. 1:14. The Word took upon himself the 

human nature which had a beginning (egeneto “became” flesh – v. 14) with the incarnation. 

 
4
 “Lighteth every man” – Every man comes into this world with the light of conscience (Rom. 2:14-15), and God 

gives the light of understanding of His eternal power and Godhead as revealed in nature (Rom. 1:19-20).  

 
5
 “Power to become” – Greek “exousia” or “authority.” Verse 12 deals with adoption as sons and not the new birth. 

Verse 13 deals with the new birth. The human will plays a role in gospel conversion and the consequences are legal 

justification and adoption. However, the human will plays no part in the new birth (v. 13).  There is no chronological 

I 
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13  Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 

God. 

14  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 

the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

15  John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh 

after me is preferred before me: for he was before me. 

16  And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. 

17  For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 

18  No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 

Father, he hath declared him. 

19  And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 

him, Who art thou? 

20  And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ. 

21  And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elijah? And he saith, I am not. Art thou that 

prophet? And he answered, No. 

22  Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may give an answer to them that sent us. 

What sayest thou of thyself? 

23  He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as 

said the prophet Isaiah. 

24  And they which were sent were of the Pharisees. 

25  And they asked him, and said unto him, Why immersest thou then, if thou be not that Christ, 

nor Elijah, neither that prophet? 

26  John answered them, saying, I immerse with water: but there standeth one among you, whom 

ye know not; 

27  He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me, whose shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to 

unloose. 

28  These things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

29  The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which 

taketh away the sin of the world.
6
 

                                                                                                                                                             
order between regeneration and conversion (1 Jn. 5:1) but there is a logical order between quickening and 

repentance and faith in the gospel. The New birth is a change of heart wrought in a person by God. God changing 

the heart from love of darkness to hate of darkness is expressed in experience by repentance of sin, while God 

changing the heart from its hatred of light to love of light is expressed in experience by coming to the light – faith. 

The new birth produces willingness to receive Christ. 

 
6
 “The sin of the world” – Sin singular, not sins plural. Refers to the legal consequences (not the natural inherited 

consequences) of the Adamic sin. No human being goes to hell because of the sin of Adam. They are judged 

“according to their” own works.  Dying infants and those who are born and die who are incapable of personal ability 

to discern good from evil are part of God’s elect.  They were condemned by representation without personal choice 
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30  This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man which is preferred before me: for he was 

before me. 

31  And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come 

baptizing with water.
7
 

32  And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it 

abode upon him. 

33  And I knew him not: but he that sent me to immerse with water, the same said unto me, Upon 

whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which 

immerseth with the Holy Ghost.
8
 

34  And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God. 

35  Again the next day after John stood, and two of his disciples; 

36  And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God!
9
 

37  And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. 

38  Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith unto them, What seek ye? They said 

unto him, Rabbi, (which is to say, being interpreted, Master,) where dwellest thou? 

39  He saith unto them, Come and see. They came and saw where he dwelt, and abode with him 

that day: for it was about the tenth hour. 

40  One of the two which heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 

brother. 

41  He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messiah, 

which is, being interpreted, the Christ. 

42  And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the son of 

Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone.
10

 

43  The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and findeth Philip, and saith unto him, 

Follow me. 

44  Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 

                                                                                                                                                             
and they are redeemed by representation without personal choice. Where sin abounded, grace abounded more (Rom. 

5:20). 

 
7
 “Made manifest to Israel” – Biblical immersion manifests the gospel and thus manifests Christ as the sacrificial 

Lamb of God (vv. 29,36).  

 
8
 “Sent” – John claimed that God had authorized his ministry.  

 
9
 “Behold the Lamb of God” – John understood and presented Christ as the sacrificial Lamb that had been 

sacrificed upon the altar since the beginning (Gen. 3:15, 21; 4:4). 

 
10

 “A stone” – Jesus gave Simon this name and God never gives a name unless it is intended to either characterize 

something about his person or a promise made by God. Matthew 16:17-18 is the only place in scripture that gives 

purpose for naming him “Cephas” or “Peter.”  See note on Matthew 16:18 
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45  Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, 

and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. 

46  And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith 

unto him, Come and see. 

47  Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is 

no guile! 

48  Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me? Jesus answered and said unto him, 

Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee. 

49  Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of 

Israel.
11

 

50  Jesus answered and said unto him, Because I said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig tree, 

believest thou? thou shalt see greater things than these. 

51  And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and 

the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man. 

 

Chapter 2 

nd the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was 

there: 

2  And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the marriage. 

3  And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine. 

4  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come. 

5  His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it. 

6  And there were set there six waterpots of stone, after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, 

containing two or three firkins apiece. 

7  Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with water. And they filled them up to the brim. 

8  And he saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the governor of the feast. And they bare 

it. 

9  When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and knew not whence it 

was: (but the servants which drew the water knew;) the governor of the feast called the 

bridegroom, 

10  And saith unto him, Every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine; and when men 

have well drunk, then that which is worse: but thou hast kept the good wine until now. 

11  This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and 

his disciples believed on him. 

                                                 
11

 “Thou art the Son of God” – John the Immersionist professed this from the beginning and in the presence of all 

his disciples (Jn. 1:34), and all the apostles believed this long before Peter proclaimed this in Matthew 16:16. Peter 

simply answered in behalf of all the rest. 

A 
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12  After this he went down to Capernaum, he, and his mother, and his brethren, and his 

disciples: and they continued there not many days. 

13  And the Jews’ passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, 

14  And found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of 

money sitting: 

15  And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and the 

sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers’ money, and overthrew the tables; 

16  And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father’s house an 

house of merchandise. 

17  And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up. 

18  Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou 

doest these things? 

19  Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. 

20  Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in 

three days? 

21  But he spake of the temple of his body.
12

 

22  When therefore he was risen from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this 

unto them; and they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said. 

23  Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many believed in his name, 

when they saw the miracles which he did. 

24  But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men, 

25  And needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man. 

 

Chapter 3 

here was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 

2  The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a 

teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be 

with him. 

3  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, 

he cannot see the kingdom of God. 

4  Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second 

time into his mother’s womb, and be born? 

                                                 
12

 “He spake…of his body” – His physical body is the subject, as the very next verse (v. 22) continues to apply it to 

the resurrection. Hence, the Jehovah’s Witnesses are incorrect when they deny this refers to his physical body. The 

gates of Hades shall never prevail against the institutional body of Christ (Mt. 16:18).  

 

T 
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5  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the 

Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.
13

 

6  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

7  Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 

8  The wind bloweth where it listeth [chooses], and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell 

whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 

9  Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things be? 

10  Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these 

things?
14

 

11  Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen; and 

ye receive not our witness. 

12  If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of 

heavenly things? 

13  And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son 

of man which is in heaven.
15

 

14  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted 

up: 

15  That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

16  For God so loved the world,
16

 that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 

him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
17

 

                                                 
13

 “Born of water” – The new birth was an Old Testament reality (v. 10) called circumcision of the heart (Deut. 

30:6; Lev. 26:41; Rom. 2:28-29). Outward circumcision symbolizes it but did not obtain it (Rom. 4:11). New 

Testament immersion is a corresponding outward symbol. Here water has reference either to the Old Testament 

water of purification, which symbolized the Holy Spirit cleansing the heart by the Word (Jn. 4:10,14; 15:3; Eph. 

5:26), or to the sac of water in physical birth. Nicodemus thought he was referring to physical birth (v. 4), but Jesus 

responds there is a birth from “above” (Gr. anothen – above or again) in addition to the birth of the flesh out of a sac 

of water (v. 6).  If the former, then the conjunction “kai” translated “and” should be understood as “born of water 

EVEN the Spirit” but if the latter it should be understood as “born of water [flesh] IN ADDITION TO born of the  

Spirit”. 

 
14

 “Knowest not these things?” – If immersion in water was intended by Christ in verse 5 then Christ could not 

possibly chide Nicodemus for failing to understand this, as the immersion of John was new.  However, if new birth 

by the Spirit of God was intended by Christ then Nicodemus ought to have known this as a “teacher” of the Old 

Testament, because circumcision of the heart and giving a new heart was taught consistently in the Old Testament 

from Deuteronomy to Ezekiel. 

 
15

 “Is in heaven” – Jesus is claiming omnipresence. He is claiming to be in heaven, in addition to his presence on 

earth. Only God could claim this. 

 
16

 “The world” – Jesus is speaking to a Jewish teacher or doctor of the law who believed that salvation was only for 

Jews (Jn. 4:22). The term “world” (Gr. kosmos) was understood by the Jews to include all mankind without 

distinction of race, class, or gender; or all mankind without distinction of race, class, or gender outside of Judaism.  

That is, all mankind without distinction, rather than all mankind without exception. Jesus was saying that salvation 

was for the human race, not just for the Jewish race. 



The Lighthouse New Testament Notes 
 

The Gospel of John Page 10 
 

17  For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through 

him might be saved. 

18  He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, 

because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

19  And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness 

rather than light, because their deeds were evil.
18

 

20  For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds 

should be reproved. 

21  But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are 

wrought in God.
19

 

22  After these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judaea; and there he tarried 

with them, and immersed. 

23  And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: 

and they came, and were immersed. 

24  For John was not yet cast into prison. 

25  Then there arose a question between some of John’s disciples and the Jews about purifying. 

26  And they came unto John, and said unto him, Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan, to 

whom thou barest witness, behold, the same immerseth, and all men come to him. 

27  John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven.
20

 

28  Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before him. 

29  He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth 

and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice: this my joy therefore is 

fulfilled.
21

 

                                                                                                                                                             
 
17

 “That whosoever believeth on him” – This is the same Old Testament Gospel (Acts 10:43) preached unto them 

as well as unto us (Heb. 4:2). This is “the gospel of the kingdom” that Jesus preached, as well as the gospel of the 

kingdom John the Immersionist preached (Jn. 1:29; 3:36). 

 
18

 “Condemned already” – It is not the failure to believe in Christ that condemns a person. They are already 

condemned by their sins before they even hear the gospel. However, rejecting the gospel aggravates their 

condemnation. Jesus clearly teaches the complete inability of human nature to respond to the light in verse 20.  He 

clearly attributes ability to come to the light to the power of God  in verse 21 (see Jn. 6:44). 

. 
19

 “May be made manifest” – Any sinner who actually comes to the light is proof of God’s power being wrought 

in them. Coming to Christ is the consequence of being given to Christ by the Father (Jn. 6:37-39; 44).  

 
20

 “Can receive nothing” – John clearly teaches the complete depravity and inability of the human nature. In John 

1:12, as many as “received him” he gave authority to become the adopted sons of God but no man can receive him 

unless it is given him (Jn. 6:65).  

 
21

 “He that hath the Bride” – The New Testament congregation that Jesus built and pastored in Jerusalem is the 

institutional “bride” of Christ. John uses the present tense “hath” showing the present reality of both the Bridegroom 

and the Bride as he does in Revelation 22:17.  John had been sent specifically to “prepare” a people made ready for 



The Lighthouse New Testament Notes 
 

The Gospel of John Page 11 
 

30  He must increase, but I must decrease. 

31  He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the 

earth: he that cometh from heaven is above all.
22

 

32  And what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth; and no man receiveth his testimony. 

33  He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God is true. 

34  For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by 

measure unto him. 

35  The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand. 

36  He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not 

see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.
23

 

 

Chapter 4 

hen therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and 

immersed more disciples than John,
24

 

2  (Though Jesus himself immersed not, but his disciples,) 

3  He left Judaea, and departed again into Galilee. 

4  And he must needs go through Samaria. 

5  Then cometh he to a city of Samaria, which is called Sychar, near to the parcel of ground that 

Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 

6  Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the 

well: and it was about the sixth hour. 

7  There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink. 

                                                                                                                                                             
the Lord to take and form into the New Testament congregation. The term “prepared” in Luke 1:17 represents a 

Greek term that was used to prepare the bride for the bridegroom. 

 
22

 “Is above all” – The Immersionist believed in the Tri-unity of the Godhead and recognized Christ as the 

preincarnate Word, second Person in the Godhead, or the Son of God.  He immersed all “in the name” (authority) of 

the Triune God.  He recognized the Father had “sent” him (Jn. 1:33) and that the Holy Spirit had empowered him, 

and that immersion was in reference to faith in the Son of God (Jn. 1:29, 30; Acts 19:5). He recognized the eternal 

loving relationship between the Father and the Son (v. 35). 

 
23

 “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life” – John the Immersionist preached the same gospel of the 

kingdom Jesus did (Jn. 3:15-16) and that Paul did (Acts 28:31).  John preached the gospel of everlasting life, and 

that it was in possession (“hath”) at the point of faith in the gospel. Thus, both Christ and John taught a completed 

justification by faith in the gospel rather than a progressive justification by works. 

 
24

 “Immersed more disciples than John” – Jesus did not originate a new gospel or immersion but followed in the 

steps of John. Jesus was not in competition with John but joined in the same ministry ordained by heaven (Lk. 7:29-

30). The immersions were attributed to Jesus because the disciples administered them under his direction (v. 2).  

Likewise, Jesus said he would go away and “another comforter” would replace him, and the administration of 

immersion in water by the ministers of Christ would be attributed to the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 1:12-13 with 3:4-9 with 

1 Cor. 12:13) as it was attributed to Jesus. 

W 
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8  (For his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy meat.) 

9  Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of 

me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans. 

10  Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to 

thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living 

water.
25

 

11  The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from 

whence then hast thou that living water? 

12  Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and 

his children, and his cattle? 

13  Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: 

14  But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that 

I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. 

15  The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to 

draw. 

16  Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither. 

17  The woman answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well said, I 

have no husband: 

18  For thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that 

saidst thou truly. 

19  The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. 

20  Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where 

men ought to worship.
26

 

21  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this 

mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. 

22  Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews.
27

 

                                                 
25

 “Living water” – This was not water immersion or by water immersion. He is speaking of the metaphorical water 

of eternal life as a free gift – wouldest asked…he would have given thee.  This is an internal not an external action 

(v. 14).  

 
26

 "In Jerusalem" – The previous house of God was singular in number, geographically fixed and restricted as to 

who could serve in it (Jews, and only Levitical Jews, and only Levitical males). The new house of God – the 

congregation – was singular in kind but plural in number and thus could be located anywhere. Its service was not 

restricted to any particular ethnic people, gender, or social class. In the new house of God that "middle wall of 

partition" was taken down (Eph. 2:14) and both Jew and Gentile, male and female, bond and free were made into 

one ecclesiastical body for worship (Eph. 2:20-22). It is in this sense (inclusive of all races, genders and classes) that 

the early Christians called it the "universal" congregation as directly opposed to the restricted ethnic "house of God" 

within Judaism. 

 
27

 “Ye worship ye know not” – Sincerity, tradition, emotionalism, and ignorance only produce vain worship.  
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23  But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit 

and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 

24  God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.
28

 

25  The woman saith unto him, I know that Messiah cometh, which is called Christ: when he is 

come, he will tell us all things. 

26  Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he. 

27  And upon this came his disciples, and marvelled that he talked with the woman: yet no man 

said, What seekest thou? or, Why talkest thou with her? 

28  The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the city, and saith to the men, 

29  Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ? 

30  Then they went out of the city, and came unto him. 

31  In the mean while his disciples prayed him, saying, Master, eat. 

32  But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye know not of. 

33  Therefore said the disciples one to another, Hath any man brought him ought to eat? 

34  Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work. 

35  Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift 

up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. 

36  And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that 

soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together. 

37  And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and another reapeth. 

38  I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no labour: other men laboured, and ye are 

entered into their labours. 

39  And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him for the saying of the woman, which 

testified, He told me all that ever I did. 

40  So when the Samaritans were come unto him, they besought him that he would tarry with 

them: and he abode there two days. 

41  And many more believed because of his own word; 

42  And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have heard him 

ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world.
29

 

                                                 
28

 “God is a Spirit” – Jesus is describing the essential nature of God. He is “spirit” in regard to his essence of being. 

The essential nature of true worship is spiritual rather than material. Worship is impossible apart from new birth of 

the human spirit, as man is spiritually dead (separated) from God – Eph. 2:1.  In addition, worship must be in 

conformance with God’s Word of truth. Sincerity, tradition, emotionalism, activity, and pragmatism are no 

substitute for truth. Conformity to the truth of God’s word is as essential to true worship as a state of mind under the 

regenerated inward spiritual man. The Samaritans had their own version of part of the Scriptures, their own place of 

public worship, and their own ideas about salvation, as well as their own priesthood and ordinances. The greater part 

of Christendom today is no different than Samaritan worship.  
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43  Now after two days he departed thence, and went into Galilee. 

44  For Jesus himself testified, that a prophet hath no honour in his own country. 

45  Then when he was come into Galilee, the Galilaeans received him, having seen all the things 

that he did at Jerusalem at the feast: for they also went unto the feast. 

46  So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, where he made the water wine. And there was a 

certain nobleman, whose son was sick at Capernaum. 

47  When he heard that Jesus was come out of Judaea into Galilee, he went unto him, and 

besought him that he would come down, and heal his son: for he was at the point of death. 

48  Then said Jesus unto him, Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe. 

49  The nobleman saith unto him, Sir, come down ere my child die. 

50  Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy son liveth. And the man believed the word that Jesus 

had spoken unto him, and he went his way. 

51  And as he was now going down, his servants met him, and told him, saying, Thy son liveth. 

52  Then enquired he of them the hour when he began to amend. And they said unto him, 

Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him. 

53  So the father knew that it was at the same hour, in the which Jesus said unto him, Thy son 

liveth: and himself believed, and his whole house. 

54  This is again the second miracle that Jesus did, when he was come out of Judaea into Galilee. 

 

Chapter 5 

fter this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

2  Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew 

tongue Bethesda, having five porches. 

3  In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving 

of the water. 

4  For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever 

then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he 

had. 

5  And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years. 

6  When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto 

him, Wilt thou be made whole? 

                                                                                                                                                             
29

 “Of the world” – The Samaritan woman rightly portrayed the Jewish view of non-Jews in verse 9, and especially 

women.  She used the term “world” to confirm the Samaritan belief that salvation was not restricted to the Jewish 

race, but for the human race.  The Jews understood and used the term “world” in connection with the Messiah and 

salvation, to deny salvation for all ethnic cultures outside of Judaism.  Hence, the term “world” was understood to 

refer to all humanity without distinction rather than all without exception.  It was a term of reproach in the Jewish 

mouth in reaction to all outside of Judaism. 

A 
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7  The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me 

into the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me. 

8  Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. 

9  And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked: and on the same 

day was the sabbath. 

10  The Jews therefore said unto him that was cured, It is the sabbath day: it is not lawful for thee 

to carry thy bed. 

11  He answered them, He that made me whole, the same said unto me, Take up thy bed, and 

walk. 

12  Then asked they him, What man is that which said unto thee, Take up thy bed, and walk? 

13  And he that was healed wist not who it was: for Jesus had conveyed himself away, a 

multitude being in that place. 

14  Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: 

sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee. 

15  The man departed, and told the Jews that it was Jesus, which had made him whole. 

16  And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to slay him, because he had done 

these things on the sabbath day. 

17  But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.
30

 

18  Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had broken the sabbath, 

but said also that God was his Father, making himself equal with God. 

19  Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do 

nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also 

doeth the Son likewise.
31

 

20  For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that himself doeth: and he will 

shew him greater works than these, that ye may marvel. 

21  For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth 

whom he will. 

22  For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son:
32

 

23  That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not 

the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him.
33

 

                                                 
30

 “My Father worketh” – The fourth commandment did not condemn all manner of works without exception. 

However, the traditions of the elders interpreted it to condemn all manner of works. God’s Sabbath law condemned 

only those works that were self-centered – “thine own” words, ways, and works (Isa. 58:13). 

 
31

 “What things so ever the Father doeth” – Here is a claim to omnipotence or equality, with the Father in ability 

to do whatever the Father can do. No creature could make this claim. 

 
32

 “All Judgment” – Here is a claim to omniscience equal to the Father, as that is precisely what is required to be 

able to judge all men with equity. 
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24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me,
34

 

hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.
35

 

25  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the 

voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.
36

 

26  For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself; 

27  And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man. 

28  Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his 

voice, 

29  And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that 

have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. 

30  I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek 

not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me. 

31  If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true. 

32  There is another that beareth witness of me; and I know that the witness which he witnesseth 

of me is true.
37

 

33  Ye sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the truth. 

34  But I receive not testimony from man: but these things I say, that ye might be saved. 

35  He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were willing for a season to rejoice in his light. 

                                                                                                                                                             
33

  “Even as they honour the Father” – Here is the claim to equal glory, worship, and praise with the Father. No 

creature could make this claim. 

 
34

 “Believeth on Him that sent me” – Faith in God, the God of the Bible, is inseparable from real salvation (Jn. 

17:3). To believe in Jesus is to believe also in the true God, Who is inclusive of the Father, and the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit. This is included when Jesus demanded previously in verse 23 the same honour given to the Father. The 

progressive action of believing (present tense) stems from the perfect tense completed action (Rom. 5:2) of our 

position in Christ, by grace, as faith is of grace (Rom. 4:16; Eph. 2:10) and is sustained by God (Heb. 12:2; Philip. 

1:6, 29; 2:13). 

 
35

 “Hath everlasting life” – Jesus provides a three-fold cord of eternal security.  (1) The present tense of possession 

“hath” everlasting life. (2) The past tense of a completed state that stands completed – passed from death unto life. 

He uses the perfect tense. (3) The future tense of denial of possible condemnation – shall not come into 

condemnation. 

 
36

 “Shall hear” – The reference is to the spiritually dead who are the elect of God. The effectual call grants them 

hearing ears and seeing eyes (Deut. 29:4; Ezek. 36:26).   Verses 27-29 refer to the future resurrection of all the dead 

after the judgment. There is the resurrection of the just first, followed by the resurrection of the lost (Dan. 12:2; Rev. 

20:4-7). The spiritual elect dead are effectually called out of death to spiritual life as the physically dead are called 

out of the tomb to physical life. 

 
37

 “Bear witness” – The Law of Moses required the witness of two or three. Here is absolute proof that Jesus was 

not the entire Godhead as contended by the “Jesus only” movement.  He lists the Father  (vv. 32, 36-37) as a 

separate witness in addition to himself and claims that  if they only had his witness it should not be accepted  (v. 31).  

The “Jesus only” position is that Jesus alone is God and that the Father and The Spirit are not actual personages co-

existing distinct from Jesus.  Jesus refutes that idea here completely. 
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36  But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to 

finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. 

37  And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye have neither heard 

his voice at any time, nor seen his shape. 

38  And ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not. 

39  Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which 

testify of me.
38

 

40  And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.
39

 

41  I receive not honour from men. 

42  But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you. 

43  I am come in my Father’s name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own 

name, him ye will receive. 

44  How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that 

cometh from God only? 

45  Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, 

in whom ye trust. 

46  For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me. 

47  But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words?
40

 

 

  

                                                 
38

 “Testify of me” – Jesus confirms what John said in Revelation 19:11 that Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.  In 

regard to “salvation”, the scriptures give witness that salvation is found by faith in Christ (Jn. 5:46; Lk. 24:25-27, 

44-47; Acts 10:43; 26:22-23). 

 
39

 “Will not” – The reason that the natural man cannot come to Christ is because they “will not” come to Christ, and 

the reason they “will not” come to Christ is because their heart loves darkness and hates light (Jn. 3:19-20).  It is 

“with the heart man believeth unto righteousness” (Rom. 10:10), and so the will is the expression of the heart.  

Indeed, the two Greek terms translated “will” in the KJV demonstrate the will simply expresses what man thinks 

(boulomai) or what man feels (thelema).  The human will has no freedom to express something contrary to the heart 

of man any more than God has freedom to express anything contrary to His own heart.  

 
40

 “If ye believe not his writings” – The Jews professed to hold the highest regard for Moses and His writings. The 

point Christ is making is that they must reject Moses if they reject Christ, because Moses wrote of Christ. Paul 

makes this clear in Hebrews 4:2 where he speaks of children of Israel under the leadership and teaching of Moses in 

the wilderness journey (Heb. 3:15-19), where Moses preached unto them the very same gospel of Christ that Paul 

preached to the Jews  (Acts 10:43; 26:22-23; Lk. 24:25-27, 44-46). Conversely, Christ is confirming the writings of 

Moses as the Word of God. For example, Christ believed that the Mosaic account of creation was a literal historical 

seven days, spanning twenty-four hours each. If the seven days was figurative of periods of billions of years then the 

creation of man could not have been "at the beginning of creation" (Mk. 10:6; Mt. 19:4). 
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Chapter 6 

fter these things Jesus went over the sea of Galilee, which is the sea of Tiberias. 

2  And a great multitude followed him, because they saw his miracles which he did on 

them that were diseased. 

3  And Jesus went up into a mountain, and there he sat with his disciples. 

4  And the passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh. 

5  When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company come unto him, he saith unto 

Philip, Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat? 

6  And this he said to prove him: for he himself knew what he would do. 

7  Philip answered him, Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every 

one of them may take a little. 

8  One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, saith unto him, 

9  There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes: but what are they 

among so many? 

10  And Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the place. So the men 

sat down, in number about five thousand. 

11  And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and 

the disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would. 

12  When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, that 

nothing be lost. 

13  Therefore they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the 

five barley loaves, which remained over and above unto them that had eaten. 

14  Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that 

prophet that should come into the world. 

15  When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him by force, to make him a 

king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone. 

16  And when even was now come, his disciples went down unto the sea, 

17  And entered into a ship, and went over the sea toward Capernaum. And it was now dark, and 

Jesus was not come to them. 

18  And the sea arose by reason of a great wind that blew. 

19  So when they had rowed about five and twenty or thirty furlongs, they see Jesus walking on 

the sea, and drawing nigh unto the ship: and they were afraid. 

20  But he saith unto them, It is I; be not afraid. 

21  Then they willingly received him into the ship: and immediately the ship was at the land 

whither they went. 

A 
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22  The day following, when the people which stood on the other side of the sea saw that there 

was none other boat there, save that one whereinto his disciples were entered, and that Jesus 

went not with his disciples into the boat, but that his disciples were gone away alone; 

23  (Howbeit there came other boats from Tiberias nigh unto the place where they did eat bread, 

after that the Lord had given thanks:) 

24  When the people therefore saw that Jesus was not there, neither his disciples, they also took 

shipping, and came to Capernaum, seeking for Jesus. 

25  And when they had found him on the other side of the sea, they said unto him, Rabbi, when 

camest thou hither? 

26  Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw 

the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled.
41

 

27  Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting 

life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.
42

 

28  Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? 

29  Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he 

hath sent.
43

 

30  They said therefore unto him, What sign shewest thou then, that we may see, and believe 

thee? what dost thou work?
44

 

31  Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to 

eat.
45

 

                                                 
41

 “Ye did eat” – At this verse begins the passage (vv. 26-71) that deals with how and what it means for  people to 

come to Christ by faith. These people came to Christ in order to fill their bellies to sustain physical life rather than 

coming to Christ by faith for eternal life. As a master teacher, he takes the present issue, of coming to Him, to eat 

and drink physical food, to illustrate that coming to Christ in faith is like partaking of Christ into your mind, and into 

your heart, as food is partaken into the belly for physical life. 

 
42

 “Give unto you” – For physical food they must “labour” but eternal life is a gift of God, not of works.  Hence, 

when they ask in the very next verse what work can they do to obtain eternal life, Jesus tells them that eternal life is 

not their work or of their works but it is the work of God.  

 
43

 “This is the work of God” – Believing in Christ does not originate from fallen man but is a gift of God’s grace 

(Rom. 4:16; Philip. 1:29; Eph. 2:8; Heb. 12:2). The remaining part of this chapter is devoted to prove that only those 

the Father gives to the Son come to him by faith (vv. 36-39). None can come to the Father but those drawn by the 

Father (vv. 44-45). Those who were unbelievers among his disciples, some of which departed from him, did so, 

because saving faith was not “given unto” them (vv. 64-65). 

 
44

 “What sign…that we may see and believe?” – When Christ told them it was a gift (v. 27), but they asked what 

“work” they could do (v. 28). When Christ told them that believing in him was God’s work and not theirs (v. 29), 

they demanded they were capable of believing in him if given a sign (v. 30).  Hence, they believed that lost man has 

the inherit ability to savingly believe in Christ. Many believe the same thing today. 

 
45

 “He gave them bread” – The manna that Moses gave to Israel in the wilderness is the bread referred to 

metaphorically by Christ from this point forward. He is not speaking of the unleavened bread used in the Passover or 

the Lord’s Supper.  This chapter has nothing to do with eating the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. 
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32  Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread 

from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven.
46

 

33  For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world. 

34  Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. 

35  And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; 

and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.
47

 

36  But I said unto you, That ye also have seen me, and believe not.
48

 

                                                 
46

 “My Father giveth you the true bread from heaven” – Jesus makes the transition from the literal manna given 

by Moses to the metaphorical bread of His body.  Jesus is referring to his own body as metaphorical bread, or that 

which represents bread, rather than literal bread, and then moves to metaphorical eating and drinking that represents 

partaking of him by faith.  

 
47

 “He that cometh….he that believeth” – Right at the outset Jesus defines coming and believing in Christ as 

satisfying spiritual hunger and thirst.  Right from the outset Jesus lays the transition from literal to metaphorical 

before the ears of his listeners. The literal bread from heaven was manna, but the metaphorical bread from heaven 

was Christ. Eating and drinking literal food satisfied both literal hunger and thirst and sustained literal physical life, 

but eating and drinking Christ was a metaphor for coming to Christ in faith that satisfied spiritual needs and 

sustained spiritual eternal life. 

 
48

 “Seen me, and believe not” – John 6:36-40 is a distinct unit complete in itself. For example notice verse 36 

introduces "ye...have seen me, and believe not" while verse 40 closes with the reverse "every one which seeth..and 

believeth." The distinction is not in regard to seeing but in regard to believing. So in verse 36 we have introduced a 

negative response in regard to believing in Christ while verse 40 has done a complete reversal by closing this 

passage with a positive response in believing in Christ. Verses 37-39 provide the transition from the negative to the 

positive, and is therefore explanatory to what brought about this transition from unbelief to belief in Christ. Hence, 

"cometh" in verses 37-39 means to come to Christ in faith. 

 

Secondly, in verse 37 "shall come' is future tense from the present tense "giveth" showing the cause and effect 

relationship between giving and coming. They don't come in order to be given by the Father to the Son, but they 

come because they have been given by the Father to the son. If this is doubted then, Christ removes all doubts in 

verse 39 by using the perfect tense "given" in regard to the will of the Father concerning the incarnation event. That 

is, Christ's coming from heaven to earth was to in order to fulfill the will of His Father which was to secure those 

already having been given to him. Hence, the act of giving preceded the incarnation and was part of the cause for 

Christ leaving heaven and coming to earth. 

 

Thirdly, none of those given the Father, for which Christ came to earth to secure their salvation will be lost. 

Therefore, this previous act of being given by the Father had salvational intent that was effectual. 

 

Fourthly, the "will" of the Father here is not his revealed will to us or for us, but expressive and explanatory for 

Christ coming to earth to secure "all" the Father had already "given" him so that not one is lost.  

 

Fifthly, the effectual nature of that will is summarized by the words "but should raise it up again at the last day." 

God will raise lost and saved up at the last day. However, this statement is made to reaffirm that "of all" those 

having been given by the Father to the Son that He would lose nothing. Hence, this conclusive statement is designed 

to characterize ALL who have been given and NO ONE ELSE! 

 

Sixthly, that same identifying statement closes verses 40, 44, and 54 proving that Christ is referring to the very same 

"all" or those having been given to him by the Father for which he came into the world to secure the will of the 

Father in regard to their effectual salvation.  
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37  All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise 

cast out.
49

 

38  For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.
50

 

39  And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should 

lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day.
51

 

40  And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on 

him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.
52

 

41  The Jews then murmured at him, because he said, I am the bread which came down from 

heaven. 

42  And they said, Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? how is 

it then that he saith, I came down from heaven?
53

 

                                                                                                                                                             
Seventhly, therefore, the "whosoever will" in verse 40, and the "he" that is drawn in verse 44 and the "whoso" of 

verse 54 are "OF ALL" those previously given to the Son by the Father before the Son ever came into the world. 

 

Finally, the transition from those who saw and believed not in verse 36 to those who see and believe in verse 40 is 

due to the fact that those in verse 40 are "of all" those the Father had given to His Son, while those in verse 36 are 

not "of all" those who had been given to his Son, because ALL that the Father gives to the Son "SHALL come" to 

him and these did not. 

 
49

 “All…giveth me shall come to me…him that cometh…no wise cast out” – 100% of all those given to the Son 

by the Father shall come to the Son. Then Jesus shifts from the whole number “all”, to the individual “him” within 

that “all”, and denies any possibility that (“in no wise”) he shall lose a single individual that came to him.  If anyone 

that comes to Christ in faith can be lost, Jesus lied.  There are no conditions provided here, no exceptions to the rule 

considered here. Verse 40 is not a condition but a declaration. 

 
50

 “I came…to do the will of Him” – Verse 37 speaks about the intent of Christ (not the believer) to do the will of 

the Father, and Christ never came short of that intent during his life. He did not potentially accomplish the will of 

God but he effectively accomplished the will of God. Verse 38 specifically defines the aspect of God’s will that 

Christ shall accomplish. He will not allow even one that was given to him by the Father to perish. 

 
51

 “But should raise it up at the last day” – This phrase is found four times in this chapter (vv. 39-40, 44, 54).  

However, it is first introduced with this text. It is an emphatic declaration in regard to the words “that of all which he 

hath given me I should lose nothing”.  The pronoun “it” translated “him” in verses 40, 44, and 54 refers to each 

individual within the scope “of all” the Father gave him. Christ claims “nothing” shall be lost “of all” those given, 

and then emphatically applies it personally to each one “of all” that were given.  This statement is a promise that 

those given will come to him, and every single one of them will be preserved and raised as saved persons as this is 

the “will of Him that sent me.”  This is also stated later in John 17:2. 

 
52

 “Seeth the Son and beleiveth” – This is a declaration of the previous argument in verses 36-39. In verse 36, 

Jesus admitted that they saw him but they did not believe in him.  Why? Because coming to Christ in faith is the 

work of God (vv. 37-39).  God’s work is effectual in all that He gives to the Son (v. 39), and therefore God’s work is 

manifested ultimately by believing in him (v. 40).  He repeats the promise that ended verse 39 demonstrating that he 

is still talking about all those which had been given to Him by the Father - and I will raise him up at the last day. 

These are the ones who see and believe in Christ and these are the only ones that will be raised up to eternal life in 

the last day. 

 
53

 “Murmured at him” – Further demonstration they had not been given to the Son by the Father, because they still 

murmured in unbelief rather than coming to him by faith. 
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43  Jesus therefore answered and said unto them, Murmur not among yourselves. 

44  No man can come to me, except the Father
54

 which hath sent me draw him:
55

 and I will raise 

him up at the last day.
56

 

45  It is written in the prophets,
57

 And they shall be all taught of God.
58

 Every man therefore that 

hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me. 

46  Not that any man hath seen the Father, save he which is of God, he hath seen the Father. 

47  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.
59

 

48  I am that bread of life. 

49  Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. 

50  This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. 

51  I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall 

live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world. 

                                                 
54

 “No man can come” – The Greek term translated “can” is dunatai and refers to ability or power.  No human 

being has the ability to come to Christ in saving faith.  It must be given them by the Father. 

 
55

 “Except the Father draw him” – The Greek term, translated “draw”, is used consistently in the New Testament 

to refer to power from another source operating in or upon them. Sometimes the external source of power is 

insufficient due to the intrinsic weakness found in the source of power, as in the fishermen who were too weak to 

draw in the net full of fish. However, God is the source of power here, and he has no intrinsic weakness.  This same 

term is used in John 12:32, where the context is in reference to Gentiles who come to Christ. The Greek text does 

not contain the word “men” in verse 32 but rather it is the anarthrous construct of the Greek term “pas” rendered 

“all.”  The anarthrous construct means “all” kinds or all without distinction rather than all without exception. See 

note on that passage. 

 
56

 “I will raise him up at the last day” – In verses 39-40 this same phrase ends each verse and is designed to 

guarantee that “of all” that are given to Christ (v. 29), actually come to Christ in faith (v. 40), and will be raised to 

eternal life. Here the pronoun “him” has for its nearest and its only antecedent the preceding “him” that God drew. 

Draw him, and I will raise him… Therefore, every single “him” that is drawn by the Father will be the same “him” 

that is raised to eternal life. This is merely a repeat of verse 39 where every single person “of all” given to the Son 

by the Father shall be raised to eternal life.  This means that all of whom the Father gives, He draws, and all He 

draws are given eternal life, and are ultimately never lost, but are saved, and the resurrection will confirm it. 

 
57

 “It is written in the prophets” – He is confirming what he said in verse 44 by scriptural references in verse 45. 

The plural “prophets” demonstrate that more than one prophet, and thus more than one reference, is in his mind. 

Both Isaiah 54:13 and Jeremiah 31:34 are the prophetic references Jesus refers to. These verses refer to all the 

people of the New Covenant.  

 
58

 “Shall be all taught of God” – All of the covenant people shall be taught of God and every man that hath 

heard and learned…cometh unto me. Again Christ shifts from “all” to the individual within that all, “every man.” 

Who are those whom the Father draws?  They are all the covenant people, all those elected in Christ before the 

foundation of the world, and “every” one of them comes to Christ in faith. This is why Jesus attaches “I will raise 

him up at the last day” at the end of verse 44. 

 
59

 “He that believeth on me hath everlasting life” – Jesus draws his conclusion again that he first stated in verse 

35, and then explained how the work of saving faith happens in verses 36-45. Jesus now returns to his original 

discussion about metaphorically partaking of Christ by faith as the metaphorical bread of heaven (v. 48). To eat him 

is to come to him by faith, which is the work of God in giving and drawing all the covenant people to Christ. 
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52  The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, How can this man give us his flesh to 

eat? 

53  Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son 

of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. 

54  Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at 

the last day.
60

 

55  For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. 

56  He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. 

57  As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he shall 

live by me. 

58  This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are 

dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever. 

59  These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum. 

60  Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who 

can hear it?
61

 

61  When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this 

offend you? 

62  What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before? 

63  It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, 

they are spirit, and they are life.
62

 

                                                 
60

 “I will raise him up at the last day” – This is the fourth and final time in this discussion that Jesus uses this 

phrase first introduced in verse 39 to guarantee eternal security of all those the Father gives and draws to the Son. 

The three previous uses are attached to Christ’s explanation of the work of saving faith by the Father. He has already 

interpreted coming and partaking of him by faith in the metaphorical language of eating and drinking food (v. 35, 

47-48). In verses 49-59 he skips the explanations and directly applies the metaphor of eating and drinking his flesh 

and body. He is not talking about the Lord’s Supper as His body and blood that he is now offering to them has not 

been broken by crucifixion and neither has  his blood been shed but it still flows in the veins of His body standing 

before them. He is simply using a metaphor to call them to repent and partake of Him by faith. 

 
61

 “Many therefore of his disciples” – At this point he begins to deal with false professors among his own 

disciples. The previous audience was professed believers in God but were not true believers (v. 36).  Among his own 

professed disciples there were unbelievers also (v. 64). From verses 60-66 he deals with false professor among his 

own disciples. 

 
62

 “The Spirit that quickeneth” – Unregenerate  persons without the Spirit of God cannot understand spiritual 

things (1 Cor. 2:14).  This is the problem with the previous listeners (v. 36) and this is the problem with many of his 

disciples. They made a fair show in “the flesh” but the flesh is incapable of discerning spiritual things.  Even though 

Christ spoke in metaphors and explained the metaphor neither the previous audience or many of his own disciples 

understood what he meant.  Both took what he said about eating his body and drinking his blood literal just as the 

Roman Catholic Church does today (vv. 52,56). Spiritual life was not in his physical body and blood but in “the 

words that I speak” or the gospel.  It is the gospel or believing in Christ for salvation that obtains eternal  life (vv. 

35,40,47, 68).  
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64  But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were 

that believed not, and who should betray him.
63

 

65  And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given 

unto him of my Father.
64

 

66  From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him. 

67  Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? 

68  Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal 

life.
65

 

69  And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God. 

70  Jesus answered them, Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil? 

71  He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon: for he it was that should betray him, being one 

of the twelve.   

 

Chapter 7 

fter these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for he would not walk in Jewry, because the 

Jews sought to kill him. 

2  Now the Jews’ feast of tabernacles was at hand. 

3  His brethren therefore said unto him, Depart hence, and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also 

may see the works that thou doest. 

4  For there is no man that doeth any thing in secret, and he himself seeketh to be known openly. 

If thou do these things, shew thyself to the world. 

5  For neither did his brethren believe in him. 

6  Then Jesus said unto them, My time is not yet come: but your time is alway ready. 

7  The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the works thereof are 

evil. 

                                                 
63

 “But there are some of you that believe not” – Jesus knew who they were from the beginning when they made 

their profession. He included Judas in this group – who should betray him.  He knew from the beginning that Judas 

was a false professor and a devil (v. 70).  Ability to perform miracles and miracle faith is not the same as saving 

faith (Jn. 11:49-52; Mt. 7:22; 24:24-25). God permits Satan to give religious professors miracle power exactly like 

that given to the Apostles (2 Thess. 2:9).  

 
64

 “Therefore said I unto you” – Jesus repeats the cause for saving faith to be the drawing of the Father in verse 44.  

However, here he omits the word “draw” and says, “given unto him.” They could not believe (v. 64) because saving 

faith was not “given unto him.”  His reference “him” was not only to Judas in verse 64 but to each one of those in 

verse 64 whom He knew believed not. 

 
65

 “Thou has the words of eternal life” – Peter realized eternal life was not literally eating Christ’s body and 

drinking his blood but  metaphorically partaking of Him by faith - we believe and are sure that thou art that 

Christ, the Son of the Living God – v. 69 

A 
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8  Go ye up unto this feast: I go not up yet unto this feast; for my time is not yet full come. 

9  When he had said these words unto them, he abode still in Galilee. 

10  But when his brethren were gone up, then went he also up unto the feast, not openly, but as it 

were in secret. 

11  Then the Jews sought him at the feast, and said, Where is he? 

12  And there was much murmuring among the people concerning him: for some said, He is a 

good man: others said, Nay; but he deceiveth the people. 

13  Howbeit no man spake openly of him for fear of the Jews. 

14  Now about the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and taught. 

15  And the Jews marvelled, saying, How knoweth this man letters, having never learned? 

16  Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. 

17  If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I 

speak of myself. 

18  He that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory: but he that seeketh his glory that sent him, 

the same is true, and no unrighteousness is in him. 

19  Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of you keepeth the law? Why go ye about to 

kill me?
66

 

20  The people answered and said, Thou hast a devil: who goeth about to kill thee? 

21  Jesus answered and said unto them, I have done one work, and ye all marvel. 

22  Moses therefore gave unto you circumcision; (not because it is of Moses, but of the fathers;) 

and ye on the sabbath day circumcise a man. 

23  If a man on the sabbath day receive circumcision, that the law of Moses should not be 

broken; are ye angry at me, because I have made a man every whit whole on the sabbath day? 

24  Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment. 

25  Then said some of them of Jerusalem, Is not this he, whom they seek to kill? 

26  But, lo, he speaketh boldly, and they say nothing unto him. Do the rulers know indeed that 

this is the very Christ? 

27  Howbeit we know this man whence he is: but when Christ cometh, no man knoweth whence 

he is. 

28  Then cried Jesus in the temple as he taught, saying, Ye both know me, and ye know whence I 

am: and I am not come of myself, but he that sent me is true, whom ye know not. 

29  But I know him: for I am from him, and he hath sent me. 

                                                 
66

 “None of you keepeth the law” – Many today argue that previous to the cross the people of God kept the law to 

be saved. Jesus denied this theory. Those before the cross were saved the same way as those after the cross (Jn. 14:6; 

Acts 4:12; 10:43; 26:22-23; Heb. 4:2).  Moses gave the law to “you” (the nation of Israel) and when God gave it to 

Israel he denied they would be able to keep it (Deut. 5:29; 29:4). Keeping the Law as God intended requires that not 

one point of the law be violated (James 2:10-11).  No flesh has been able to keep the law (Rom. 3:19-20).  
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30  Then they sought to take him: but no man laid hands on him, because his hour was not yet 

come. 

31  And many of the people believed on him, and said, When Christ cometh, will he do more 

miracles than these which this man hath done? 

32  The Pharisees heard that the people murmured such things concerning him; and the Pharisees 

and the chief priests sent officers to take him. 

33  Then said Jesus unto them, Yet a little while am I with you, and then I go unto him that sent 

me. 

34  Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, thither ye cannot come. 

35  Then said the Jews among themselves, Whither will he go, that we shall not find him? will he 

go unto the dispersed among the Gentiles, and teach the Gentiles? 

36  What manner of saying is this that he said, Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and 

where I am, thither ye cannot come? 

37  In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let 

him come unto me, and drink. 

38  He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 

water. 

39  (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy 

Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)
67

 

40  Many of the people therefore, when they heard this saying, said, Of a truth this is the 

Prophet. 

41  Others said, This is the Christ. But some said, Shall Christ come out of Galilee? 

42  Hath not the scripture said, That Christ cometh of the seed of David, and out of the town of 

Bethlehem, where David was? 

43  So there was a division among the people because of him. 

44  And some of them would have taken him; but no man laid hands on him. 

45  Then came the officers to the chief priests and Pharisees; and they said unto them, Why have 

ye not brought him? 

46  The officers answered, Never man spake like this man. 

47  Then answered them the Pharisees, Are ye also deceived? 

                                                 
67

 “The Holy Ghost was not yet given” – Jesus did not have in view the indwelling Holy Spirit in the sense of 

individual salvation or the Person of the Holy Spirit working actively in this world. He had in view a new 

dispensation of the Holy Spirit in the new house of God whereby the spirit of prophecy would again flow forth (Joel 

2:28-29).  The Jews believed that the Spirit of prophecy ceased to flow from the house of God after the death of 

Zechariah and Malachi (see Lightfoot on this passage).  On the day of Pentecost a new dispensation of the Holy 

Spirit was given and revelatory signs and gifts in the new house of God began to flow again. Jesus said this while in 

the temple on the day the water from the spring of Siloam which flowed under the temple mount was brought up to 

the temple and poured out in the temple signifying the hope for the presence of the Holy Spirit in the house of God 

once again. 
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48  Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on him? 

49  But this people who knoweth not the law are cursed. 

50  Nicodemus saith unto them, (he that came to Jesus by night, being one of them,) 

51  Doth our law judge any man, before it hear him, and know what he doeth? 

52  They answered and said unto him, Art thou also of Galilee? Search, and look: for out of 

Galilee ariseth no prophet. 

53  And every man went unto his own house. 

 

Chapter 8 

esus went unto the mount of Olives. 

2  And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto 

him; and he sat down, and taught them. 

3  And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they 

had set her in the midst, 

4  They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act. 

5  Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou? 

6  This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and 

with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not. 

7  So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is 

without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. 

8  And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground. 

9  And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, 

beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in 

the midst. 

10  When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, 

where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 

11  She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no 

more. 

12  Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me 

shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. 

13  The Pharisees therefore said unto him, Thou bearest record of thyself; thy record is not true. 

14  Jesus answered and said unto them, Though I bear record of myself, yet my record is true: for 

I know whence I came, and whither I go; but ye cannot tell whence I come, and whither I go. 

15  Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man. 

16  And yet if I judge, my judgment is true: for I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent me. 

17  It is also written in your law, that the testimony of two men is true. 

J 



The Lighthouse New Testament Notes 
 

The Gospel of John Page 28 
 

18  I am one that bear witness of myself, and the Father that sent me beareth witness of me.
68

 

19  Then said they unto him, Where is thy Father? Jesus answered, Ye neither know me, nor my 

Father: if ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also. 

20  These words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on 

him; for his hour was not yet come. 

21  Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me, and shall die in your 

sins: whither I go, ye cannot come. 

22  Then said the Jews, Will he kill himself? because he saith, Whither I go, ye cannot come. 

23  And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not 

of this world. 

24  I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye 

shall die in your sins. 

25  Then said they unto him, Who art thou? And Jesus saith unto them, Even the same that I said 

unto you from the beginning. 

26  I have many things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent me is true; and I speak to the 

world those things which I have heard of him. 

27  They understood not that he spake to them of the Father. 

28  Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I 

am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. 

29  And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those 

things that please him. 

30  As he spake these words, many believed on him.
69

 

31  Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye 

my disciples indeed; 

32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

33  They answered him, We be Abraham’s seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how 

sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? 

                                                 
68

 “I am one that bear witness of myself” – Jesus regarded the Father as distinct and separate from Himself as a 

witness. The present tense “beareth” demonstrates the co-existence of the Father with the Son as two separate 

witnesses.  This fact destroys the false god and false doctrine of the “Jesus only” theology.  They reject the Triune 

nature of God and believe that the Father and the Spirit are simply two different offices or modes of existence for 

Jesus rather than distinct co-existent Persons.  In history this view was called “modalism” or “sabellianism” after 

one Sabellius. 

 
69

 “Believed on him” – Not all faith is saving faith. There is a “dead” faith (James. 2:18) which is nothing but a 

false profession. There is a “vain” faith (1 Cor. 15:14) which is a faith that embraces falsehood or something that 

cannot justify.  These men were false professors as verses 37-47 clearly demonstrate.  Jesus knew the true condition 

of their heart (vv. 43-47).   
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34  Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant 

of sin. 

35  And the servant abideth not in the house for ever: but the Son abideth ever. 

36  If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 

37  I know that ye are Abraham’s seed; but ye seek to kill me, because my word hath no place in 

you. 

38  I speak that which I have seen with my Father: and ye do that which ye have seen with your 

father. 

39  They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye were 

Abraham’s children, ye would do the works of Abraham. 

40  But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I have heard of God: 

this did not Abraham. 

41  Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said they to him, We be not born of fornication; we 

have one Father, even God. 

42  Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded forth and 

came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me. 

43  Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my word. 

44  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer 

from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he 

speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.
70

 

45  And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not. 

46  Which of you convinceth me of sin? And if I say the truth, why do ye not believe me? 

47  He that is of God heareth God’s words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of 

God.
71

 

48  Then answered the Jews, and said unto him, Say we not well that thou art a Samaritan, and 

hast a devil? 

49  Jesus answered, I have not a devil; but I honour my Father, and ye do dishonour me. 

50  And I seek not mine own glory: there is one that seeketh and judgeth. 

51  Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death. 

52  Then said the Jews unto him, Now we know that thou hast a devil. Abraham is dead, and the 

prophets; and thou sayest, If a man keep my saying, he shall never taste of death. 

                                                 
70

 “Your father the devil” – All men do not have God as their Father. All who do not have God as their Father have 

Satan as their Father and his character is manifested in them. He was a liar and a murderer. Those Jesus addressed 

had lied, they professed they had believed in him and Jesus realized they would seek to murder him. 

 
71

 “Ye are not of God” – Two characteristics of false professors are they will not believe the truth (v. 45) and are 

not capable of hearing the truth. That is they do not have the ability to understand what they hear. No matter how 

simple you make the truth they refuse to accept it.  
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53  Art thou greater than our father Abraham, which is dead? and the prophets are dead: whom 

makest thou thyself? 

54  Jesus answered, If I honour myself, my honour is nothing: it is my Father that honoureth me; 

of whom ye say, that he is your God: 

55  Yet ye have not known him; but I know him: and if I should say, I know him not, I shall be a 

liar like unto you: but I know him, and keep his saying. 

56  Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad.
72

 

57  Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? 

58  Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.
73

 

59  Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, 

going through the midst of them, and so passed by. 

 

Chapter 9 

nd as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth. 

2  And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that 

he was born blind? 

3  Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God 

should be made manifest in him. 

4  I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can 

work. 

5  As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. 

6  When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed 

the eyes of the blind man with the clay, 

7  And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He went 

his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing. 

8  The neighbours therefore, and they which before had seen him that he was blind, said, Is not 

this he that sat and begged? 

9  Some said, This is he: others said, He is like him: but he said, I am he. 

10  Therefore said they unto him, How were thine eyes opened? 

                                                 
72

 “He saw it” – Abraham is presented to us as the model of justification by faith without works (Rom. 4:12; Gal. 

3:6-8).  Paul states that Abraham realized and believed in the gospel  of Christ by faith (Gal. 3:6-8) and realized that 

the promised “seed” was Christ and that he was confirmed “in Christ” by faith (Gal. 3:16-17). Abraham saw him 

who was invisible (Heb. 11:13) by faith.  

 
73

 “I am” – He does not say “I have been” as the New World Translation of the Watchtower mistranslates the Greek 

text. The present tense first person “eimi” is used in the Greek text and means “I am.”  This was a clear assertion by 

Christ to be the “I Am” in Exodus 3:15.  Jesus did not misunderstand the question by the Jews (v. 57) and neither 

did the Jews misunderstand His assertion to be Jehovah the Son of God (v. 59). 
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11  He answered and said, A man that is called Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and 

said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash: and I went and washed, and I received sight. 

12  Then said they unto him, Where is he? He said, I know not. 

13  They brought to the Pharisees him that aforetime was blind. 

14  And it was the sabbath day when Jesus made the clay, and opened his eyes. 

15  Then again the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. He said unto them, 

He put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed, and do see. 

16  Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This man is not of God, because he keepeth not the 

sabbath day. Others said, How can a man that is a sinner do such miracles? And there was a 

division among them. 

17  They say unto the blind man again, What sayest thou of him, that he hath opened thine eyes? 

He said, He is a prophet. 

18  But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind, and received his sight, 

until they called the parents of him that had received his sight. 

19  And they asked them, saying, Is this your son, who ye say was born blind? how then doth he 

now see? 

20  His parents answered them and said, We know that this is our son, and that he was born 

blind: 

21  But by what means he now seeth, we know not; or who hath opened his eyes, we know not: 

he is of age; ask him: he shall speak for himself. 

22  These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed 

already, that if any man did confess that he was Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue.
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23  Therefore said his parents, He is of age; ask him. 

24  Then again called they the man that was blind, and said unto him, Give God the praise: we 

know that this man is a sinner. 

25  He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that, 

whereas I was blind, now I see. 

26  Then said they to him again, What did he to thee? how opened he thine eyes? 

27  He answered them, I have told you already, and ye did not hear: wherefore would ye hear it 

again? will ye also be his disciples? 

28  Then they reviled him, and said, Thou art his disciple; but we are Moses’ disciples. 

29  We know that God spake unto Moses: as for this fellow, we know not from whence he is. 

30  The man answered and said unto them, Why herein is a marvellous thing, that ye know not 

from whence he is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes. 
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 “Put him out of the synagogue” – One of the “keys” of the kingdom was the administrative authority to 

administer discipline (Mt. 18:17-18).  It was the abuse of this key by the Jews that such authority was taken from 

them and their house vacated by God and given to the new house of God the congregation. 
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31  Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and 

doeth his will, him he heareth. 

32  Since the world began was it not heard that any man opened the eyes of one that was born 

blind. 

33  If this man were not of God, he could do nothing. 

34  They answered and said unto him, Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach us? 

And they cast him out.
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35  Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found him, he said unto him, Dost 

thou believe on the Son of God? 

36  He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him? 

37  And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh with thee. 

38  And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him.
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39  And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; 

and that they which see might be made blind. 

40  And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard these words, and said unto him, Are 

we blind also? 

41  Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say, We see; 

therefore your sin remaineth.
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Chapter 10 

erily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but 

climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. 

2  But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 

3  To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by 

name, and leadeth them out. 

4  And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for 

they know his voice. 

                                                 
75

 “Cast him out” – Formal excommunication from the privileges of the synagogue as seen by the threat in verse 

22. This required a formal meeting of the Sanhedrin. 

 
76

 “He worshipped Him” – Jesus did not present himself as simply Jesus of Nazareth as the object of faith but as 

“The Son of God.”  It is in relationship to this revelation that he “worshipped” him.   Isaiah presented the Messiah as 

“the Holy One of Israel” and “the God” (Isaiah 54:5). 

 
77

 “Ye should have no sin” – Those who died in infancy or are born and die incapable of discerning truth from error 

have no personal sin charged to them. No man is sentenced to hell because of Adam’s sin but “according to their 

works.”  They were made sinners by representation without choice and they are redeemed by representation without 

choice.  However, these men claimed the ability to “see” or have the mental grasp of right and wrong. Therefore 

they are held accountable for their actions.  

 

V 



The Lighthouse New Testament Notes 
 

The Gospel of John Page 33 
 

5  And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of 

strangers. 

6  This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood not what things they were which he 

spake unto them. 

7  Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 

8  All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. 

9  I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find 

pasture. 

10  The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might 

have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 

11  I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 

12  But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf 

coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. 

13  The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep. 

14  I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 

15  As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

16  And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear 

my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.
78

 

17  Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. 

18  No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I 

have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father. 

19  There was a division therefore again among the Jews for these sayings. 

20  And many of them said, He hath a devil, and is mad; why hear ye him? 

21  Others said, These are not the words of him that hath a devil. Can a devil open the eyes of the 

blind? 

22  And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter. 

23  And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon’s porch. 

24  Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to 

doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. 

25  Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father’s 

name, they bear witness of me. 

26  But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you.
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 “One fold, and one shepherd” – There are many in God’s flock that are not in God’s fold. Thieves and hirelings 

enter into God’s fold but they are not of God’s flock. The previous house of God had a middle wall of partition that 

separated many in God’s flock from being in God’s fold. The new house of God would include Gentile believers 

within the same fold under one Shepherd. 
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27  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:
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28  And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck 

them out of my hand.
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29  My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of 

my Father’s hand.
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30  I and my Father are one.
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31  Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. 

32  Jesus answered them, Many good works have I shewed you from my Father; for which of 

those works do ye stone me? 

33  The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and 

because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God.
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34  Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods?
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35  If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be 

broken; 
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 “Believe not, because ye are not of my sheep” – Saving faith is not given to all men (2 Thess. 3:2). The ability 

to savingly believe in Christ is restricted to those “of my sheep.” His sheep are those given to Him by the Father (Jn. 

6:36-40; 17:2).  Those given him by the Father are given the ability to believe by the Father (Jn. 6:44-45; 64-65).  

Saving faith is a “gift” of God (Philip. 1:29; Eph. 2:8) 
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 “Hear my voice…they follow me” – These things are not set forth as conditions to be a sheep but rather the 

characteristics of His sheep. They do not continue in these things in order to become a sheep but they continue in 

these things because they are sheep. 

 
81

 “They shall never perish” – The word “never” represents the Greek emphatic double negative or the strongest 

negative the Greek language has (ou me).  My Greek professor interpreted it as meaning “no, never, no how.” 

 
82

 “Out of my Father’s hand” – His sheep are in a double hand. They are in the hand of the Son and no one can 

pluck them out of His hand and they are in the hand of the Father.  The noun “man” is not found in the Greek text 

and the Greek text is to be understood to mean “no one” or “nothing” can remove them from the hand of the Father. 
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 “Are one” – The term “one” translates a Greek term that is neuter in gender.  Hence, they are not one “person” 

but rather “one” in nature. This is a clear declaration that Jesus claimed to be God in nature but not the whole 

Godhood. 

 
84

 “Makest thyself God” – The Jews understood that Christ was not claiming to be the totality of the Godhead but 

rather that he was declaring himself to be equal to God in nature as they use the term theos (God) without the 

definite article (the or ho).   

 
85

 “Ye are gods” – Jesus is quoting from Psalm 82:6 where the Hebrew term “elohim” is used for judges who were 

to act as representatives of God or to stand in the place of God in regard to rendering just judgments. However, those  

judges spoken of in Psalm 82:6 were unjust judges who abused the judicial position as representatives of God.  The 

argument by Jesus is very clear.  First, he is attributing the charge of David to those he is speaking as unjust judges. 

Second, if unjust judges can be called “gods” then how can it be wrong for him to claim to be God since his 

supernatural works demonstrate he is not a mere mortal (v. 37), but the Son of God sent from the Father?  He is not 

denying that He is God, but confirming it and they understood him to be confirming it and that is why the continued 

to attempt to stone him. 
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36  Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; 

because I said, I am the Son of God?
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37  If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not. 

38  But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that 

the Father is in me, and I in him. 

39  Therefore they sought again to take him: but he escaped out of their hand, 

40  And went away again beyond Jordan into the place where John at first immersed; and there 

he abode. 

41  And many resorted unto him, and said, John did no miracle: but all things that John spake of 

this man were true. 

42  And many believed on him there. 

 

Chapter 11 

ow a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 

2  (It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet with her 

hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.) 

3  Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. 

4  When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that 

the Son of God might be glorified thereby.
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5  Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. 

6  When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he abode two days still in the same place where 

he was. 

7  Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us go into Judaea again. 

8  His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews of late sought to stone thee; and goest thou thither 

again? 

9  Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man walk in the day, he 

stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this world. 

10  But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because there is no light in him. 

11  These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, 

that I may awake him out of sleep.
88
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  “Saying I am the Son of God” – This shows that the Jews understood the title “the Son of God” to be equal with 

claiming to be “God.” 

 
87

 “Not unto death” – Jesus admits that he died (v. 14) but what he is denying here is the finality of death in his 

case. 

 

N 



The Lighthouse New Testament Notes 
 

The Gospel of John Page 36 
 

12  Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. 

13  Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in 

sleep. 

14  Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. 

15  And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; nevertheless 

let us go unto him. 

16  Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his fellowdisciples, Let us also go, that we 

may die with him. 

17  Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lain in the grave four days already. 

18  Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, about fifteen furlongs off: 

19  And many of the Jews came to Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning their brother. 

20  Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met him: but Mary sat 

still in the house. 

21  Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. 

22  But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee. 

23  Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. 

24  Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day. 

25  Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he 

were dead, yet shall he live: 

26  And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?
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27  She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which 

should come into the world. 

28  And when she had so said, she went her way, and called Mary her sister secretly, saying, The 

Master is come, and calleth for thee. 

29  As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly, and came unto him. 

30  Now Jesus was not yet come into the town, but was in that place where Martha met him. 

31  The Jews then which were with her in the house, and comforted her, when they saw Mary, 

that she rose up hastily and went out, followed her, saying, She goeth unto the grave to weep 

there. 
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 “Sleepeth” – in regard to the child of God the soul is at rest and the body has the appearance of sleep. In regard to 

the lost, it refers to their body resting in the grave as though asleep but has no reference to their soul which is in 

conscious agony in hell.  

 
89

 “Shall never die” – Lazarus was a believer in Christ whom Christ loved very much.  Lazarus physically died.  

Jesus is clearly teaching that there is some aspect of the human nature that never dies even though the body does die. 

Only the physical nature of the believer dies but his soul and spirit “never die” or is separated from God. Physical 

death separates the material body from the spirit and soul (Mt. 10:28) but it cannot kill the soul.  
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32  Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying 

unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. 

33  When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, he 

groaned in the spirit, and was troubled, 

34  And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see. 

35  Jesus wept. 

36  Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him! 

37  And some of them said, Could not this man, which opened the eyes of the blind, have caused 

that even this man should not have died? 

38  Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay 

upon it. 

39  Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, 

Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days. 

40  Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see 

the glory of God? 

41  Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up 

his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. 

42  And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, 

that they may believe that thou hast sent me. 

43  And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 

44  And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was 

bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go. 

45  Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen the things which Jesus did, 

believed on him. 

46  But some of them went their ways to the Pharisees, and told them what things Jesus had 

done. 

47  Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a council, and said, What do we? for this 

man doeth many miracles. 

48  If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him: and the Romans shall come and take 

away both our place and nation. 

49  And one of them, named Caiaphas, being the high priest that same year, said unto them, Ye 

know nothing at all,
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50  Nor consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, and that the 

whole nation perish not. 

                                                 
90

 “Caiaphas, being the high priest” – Caiaphas was instrumental in condemning Christ to death.  Here is absolute 

proof that God empowers lost persons in supernatural gifts (prophecy).  Judas was a demon from the beginning but 

was enabled with supernatural gifts. 
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51  And this spake he not of himself: but being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus 

should die for that nation; 

52  And not for that nation only, but that also he should gather together in one the children of 

God that were scattered abroad. 

53  Then from that day forth they took counsel together for to put him to death. 

54  Jesus therefore walked no more openly among the Jews; but went thence unto a country near 

to the wilderness, into a city called Ephraim, and there continued with his disciples. 

55  And the Jews’ passover was nigh at hand: and many went out of the country up to Jerusalem 

before the passover, to purify themselves. 

56  Then sought they for Jesus, and spake among themselves, as they stood in the temple, What 

think ye, that he will not come to the feast? 

57  Now both the chief priests and the Pharisees had given a commandment, that, if any man 

knew where he were, he should shew it, that they might take him 

 

Chapter 12 

hen Jesus six days before the passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus was which had 

been dead, whom he raised from the dead. 

2  There they made him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat 

at the table with him. 

3  Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, 

and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. 

4  Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, which should betray him, 

5  Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to the poor? 

6  This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and had the bag, and 

bare what was put therein. 

7  Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against the day of my burying hath she kept this. 

8  For the poor always ye have with you; but me ye have not always. 

9  Much people of the Jews therefore knew that he was there: and they came not for Jesus’ sake 

only, but that they might see Lazarus also, whom he had raised from the dead. 

10  But the chief priests consulted that they might put Lazarus also to death; 

11  Because that by reason of him many of the Jews went away, and believed on Jesus. 

12  On the next day much people that were come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was 

coming to Jerusalem, 

13  Took branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet him, and cried, Hosanna: Blessed is the 

King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

14  And Jesus, when he had found a young ass, sat thereon; as it is written, 

T 
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15  Fear not, daughter of Sion: behold, thy King cometh, sitting on an ass’s colt. 

16  These things understood not his disciples at the first: but when Jesus was glorified, then 

remembered they that these things were written of him, and that they had done these things unto 

him. 

17  The people therefore that was with him when he called Lazarus out of his grave, and raised 

him from the dead, bare record. 

18  For this cause the people also met him, for that they heard that he had done this miracle. 

19  The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing? behold, 

the world is gone after him. 

20  And there were certain Greeks among them that came up to worship at the feast: 

21  The same came therefore to Philip, which was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and desired him, 

saying, Sir, we would see Jesus. 

22  Philip cometh and telleth Andrew: and again Andrew and Philip tell Jesus. 

23  And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified. 

24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth 

alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. 

25  He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto 

life eternal. 

26  If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if 

any man serve me, him will my Father honour. 

27  Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour: but for this 

cause came I unto this hour. 

28  Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I have both glorified 

it, and will glorify it again. 

29  The people therefore, that stood by, and heard it, said that it thundered: others said, An angel 

spake to him. 

30  Jesus answered and said, This voice came not because of me, but for your sakes. 

31  Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. 

32  And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.
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33  This he said, signifying what death he should die. 
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 “I…..will draw all men” – The term “man” is not found in the Greek text and that is why it is in italic in the 

KJV. The Greek pronoun “pas” translated all is found without the definite article (the) and means “all classes” or 

“all kinds” of men.  This discourse began as a result of Philip bringing “Greeks” to see Jesus (vv. 20-22).  The Jews 

regarded Gentiles as unclean and Jesus formerly denied that He had been sent to the Gentiles. However, He now 

states that his hour has come to die and the Jews will formerly reject Him as their Messiah (vv. 38-40) and he will 

commission His congregation to go to the Gentiles. The “all men” here are individually the “him” in John 6:44 and 

“every man” in John 6:45 as well as the “him” in John 6:65. 
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34  The people answered him, We have heard out of the law that Christ abideth for ever: and 

how sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted up? who is this Son of man? 

35  Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the 

light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he 

goeth. 

36  While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These things 

spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them. 

37  But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him: 

38  That the saying of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath 

believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? 

39  Therefore they could not believe, because that Isaiah said again,
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40  He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, 

nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them. 

                                                 
92

 “Could not believe” – The more the unregenerate are exposed to light the harder they become (Jn. 3:17-19).  The 

unregenerate man does not have the ability to believe because his whole nature is in resistance to God (Rom. 8:7; 1 

Cor. 2:14).  Only those who are given by the Father come to Christ (Jn. 6:37) and only those drawn by the Father 

come to Christ (Jn. 6:44) and God must do a work of grace within them (Jn. 6:45; Ezek. 36:26-27). Jesus told them 

previously that they did not believe in him “because ye are not of my sheep” (Jn. 10:26).  The ability to believe in 

Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God is given by God and comes by divine revelation (Mt. 16:17).  

Arminians use this text from Isaiah to argue against the doctrine of total depravity and total inability. Their argument 

goes something like this, "you can't shut closed eyes, so their eyes must be open, and therefore they are not totally 

depraved or totally unable to hear and see." Moreover, they argue that since they can be hardened against the truth, 

then, they must not be totally depraved or without ability to see and hear. 

 

However, their argument ignores verse 9 that introduces the disputed text. Their ability to hear and see is merely 

superficial and external rather than spiritual and internal. They can "hear" but can't understand what they hear. They 

can see, but they can't perceive what they see. Hence, spiritually they are totally depraved as there is NO ABILITY 

to understand or perceive. However, that does not mean they cannot further progress in their sinful condition or 

become more corrupted by sin. 

 

In regard to hardening, the doctrine of total inability and/or total depravity simply means that the entire nature of 

man is affected by sin and under the dominion of sin and he is without ability to overcome sin. It does not mean he 

cannot further progress in sinfulness or become more hardened in sin. 

 

Just because all sinners are equally spiritually dead, does not mean they cannot further deteriorate or become more 

corrupted in death. The three cases of resurrections by Christ illustrates this point. The maid that was raised by 

Christ was dead, but still in an visibly less corrupted state of death. The Young man raised by Christ was dead but 

was further corrupted by death. Lazerus was dead, but had developed in a greater state of corruption so that he 

"stinketh." Likewise, all sinners are equally dead spiritually but they are not all equal in the corruption of sin. There 

is a clear development in depravity that is seen in Psalm 1:1 where there is an advancement in progress in sin as first 

walking in the counsel of the ungodly, then standing in the way of sinners, and then climatically sitting in the seat of 

the scornful. Israel as a nation had come to the climatic point in sin as "sitteth in the seat of the ungodly" which 

called for judgment. Walking and standing was still IN SIN but there is a development IN SIN that reaches a climax 

before God brings judgment. 

 

In the historical context of Isaiah and in the gospel of John where this passage is quoted, the nation of Israel, as a 

people were spiritually dead, but they had developed into the state of corruption where they "stinketh" or were 

sitting in the seat of the scornful before God and were ripe for judgment. Hence, Babylon and Rome were sent to 

execute judgment upon them as a people. 
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41  These things said Isaiah, when he saw his glory, and spake of him. 

42  Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees 

they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue: 

43  For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God. 

44  Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me. 

45  And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me. 

46  I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in 

darkness. 

47  And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the 

world, but to save the world. 

48  He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I 

have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day. 

49  For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, 

what I should say, and what I should speak. 

50  And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as 

the Father said unto me, so I speak. 

 

Chapter 13 

ow before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he 

should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the 

world, he loved them unto the end. 

2  And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s 

son, to betray him; 

3  Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he was come from 

God, and went to God; 

4  He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded himself. 

5  After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe 

them with the towel wherewith he was girded. 

6  Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? 

7  Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know 

hereafter.   

8  Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, 

thou hast no part with me.
93

 

9  Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head. 

                                                 
93

 “No part with me” – all true children of God have been inwardly washed by the Spirt of God in regeneration 

(Tit. 3:5) but are subject to cleansing by progressive sanctification. 

 

N 
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10  Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every 

whit: and ye are clean, but not all.
94

 

11  For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean. 

12  So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down again, he 

said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you? 

13  Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. 

14  If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s 

feet. 

15  For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.
95

 

16  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent 

greater than he that sent him. 

17  If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them. 

18  I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the scripture may be fulfilled, He 

that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me. 

19  Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, ye may believe that I am he. 

20  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth me; and he that 

receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. 

21  When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit, and testified, and said, Verily, verily, I 

say unto you, that one of you shall betray me. 

22  Then the disciples looked one on another, doubting of whom he spake. 

23  Now there was leaning on Jesus’ bosom one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved. 

24  Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, that he should ask who it should be of whom he 

spake. 

25  He then lying on Jesus’ breast saith unto him, Lord, who is it? 

26  Jesus answered, He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when I have dipped it. And when he had 

dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. 

27  And after the sop Satan entered into him. Then said Jesus unto him, That thou doest, do 

quickly. 

                                                 
94

 “That is washed…..to wash his feet” – There are two different Greek terms here translated wash.  The word 

“washed” represents the Greek term “louo” which refers to a bath of the whole body while the second term 

translated “wash” is “nipto” that refers to spot cleansing of hands and feet.  The first term is a perfect tense that 

refers to a completed action in the past which continues completed whereas the second term is Aorist and punctiliar 

in action. The idea is that the washing of regeneration occurs but once and is a completed action that stands 

completed. However, our hands and feet which represent our daily actions need to be cleansed when they get dirty 

with the defilement of sin – progressive sanctification. 

 
95

 “Given you an example” – Jesus is not instituting feet washing as an ordinance.  He is using a common Eastern 

custom to demonstrate or give an example of true humility that should be exercised toward one another in preferring 

others above themselves (vv. 16-17). 
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28  Now no man at the table knew for what intent he spake this unto him. 

29  For some of them thought, because Judas had the bag, that Jesus had said unto him, Buy 

those things that we have need of against the feast; or, that he should give something to the poor. 

30  He then having received the sop went immediately out: and it was night.
96

 

31  Therefore, when he was gone out, Jesus said, Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is 

glorified in him. 

32  If God be glorified in him, God shall also glorify him in himself, and shall straightway 

glorify him. 

33  Little children, yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me: and as I said unto the Jews, 

Whither I go, ye cannot come; so now I say to you. 

34  A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye 

also love one another. 

35  By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. 

36  Simon Peter said unto him, Lord, whither goest thou? Jesus answered him, Whither I go, 

thou canst not follow me now; but thou shalt follow me afterwards. 

37  Peter said unto him, Lord, why cannot I follow thee now? I will lay down my life for thy 

sake. 

38  Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay down thy life for my sake? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 

The cock shall not crow, till thou hast denied me thrice. 

 

Chapter 14 

et not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 

2  In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go 

to prepare a place for you. 

3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that 

where I am, there ye may be also. 

4  And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. 

5  Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the 

way? 

6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but 

by me. 

7  If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know 

him, and have seen him. 

                                                 
96

 “Having received the sop” – The Passover meal was divided into four parts with each part introduced with a 

blessing over a cup mixed with three parts water and one part red wine. The sop was given at the end of the second 

part just before the third cup was blessed, which was called “the cup of blessing” (1 Cor. 10:16).  Jesus instituted the 

Lord’s Supper with the third cup. Judas left “immediately” before the third cup was blessed. Judas partook of the 

first two cups or parts of the Passover but not the third cup when the Lord’s Supper was instituted. 

L 
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8  Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. 

9  Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, 

Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the 

Father?
97

 

10  Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto 

you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 

11  Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very 

works’ sake. 

12  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; 

and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 

13  And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in 

the Son. 

14  If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. 

15  If ye love me, keep my commandments. 

16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with 

you for ever;
98

 

17  Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither 

knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
99

 

18  I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. 

19  Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live 

also. 

20  At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 

21  He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth 

me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. 

22  Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and 

not unto the world? 

23  Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father 

will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 

                                                 
97

 “Hath seen the Father” – Jesus never said that he was the Father but only that the Father “dwelleth in me” (v. 

10) and what He said and did revealed what God would be like in human flesh.. God is spirit and no man has seen 

God at any time (Jn. 1:18).  The incarnation provided a visible manifestation of how God would behave in human 

flesh.  

 
98

 “Another” – The Greek term translated “another” is “allos” and it means another of like kind.  This is proof that 

he Holy Spirit is a Person rather than in impersonal force. 

 
99

 “With you and shall be in you” – All individual children of God are indwelt by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:9). 

However, the plural “you” considered as “my congregation” is the new house of God  (1 Tim. 3:15) and it would not 

be until Pentecost that The Holy Spirit would take up residence in this new house as the institution for public 

worship and administration of the keys of the kingdom. 

 



The Lighthouse New Testament Notes 
 

The Gospel of John Page 45 
 

24  He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but 

the Father’s which sent me. 

25  These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. 

26  But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name,
100

 he 

shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto 

you.
101

 

27  Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. 

Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 

28  Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again unto you. If ye loved me, ye 

would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I. 

29  And now I have told you before it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye might 

believe. 

30  Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing 

in me. 

31  But that the world may know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave me 

commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go hence. 

 

Chapter 15 

am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman [the caretaker of the vineyard]. 

2  Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth 

fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 

3  Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.
102

 

                                                 
100

 “The Father will send” – The promise of the Comforter is a dispensational promise inclusive of  the public 

accreditation and indwelling of a new house of God and moving God’s redemptive purpose primarily away from 

Israel to the Gentiles.  The removal of the Spirit of God from the Jewish temple was signified by the veil being rent 

from top to bottom. This signified that God had rejected Israel as a nation and taken up residence in a new house of 

God with a new mission toward the Gentiles (Acts 1:8). 

 
101

 “All things” – Along with this new dispensation of the Spirit toward the Gentiles was also the institutional aspect 

that had to do with the office of apostle and the new house of God. The New Testament Scriptures were all written 

either directly by an Apostle or under the supervision of an Apostle. Isaiah 8:16-20 was  prophetic of the completion 

of the Biblical canon by the apostles (Heb. 2:3-4, 13; 2 Pet. 3:15-17; Rev. 1:3; 22:17-19).  The apostolic office was 

confirmed with signs and wonders (2 Cor. 12:12) and through the laying on of their hands sign gifts were conveyed 

to other Christians. This completion of the Biblical canon by the Apostles would be accomplished by the Spirit 

reminding them of what Christ said, as well as, shewing them things to come. 

 
102

  "Ye are clean" – This allegory has nothing to do with obtaining eternal salvation, but with fruit production by 

the saved. The Christian can "do nothing" apart from Christ working in him to do and to will of his good pleasure 

(Philip. 2:13; Rom. 7:14-25). Eternal salvation has to do with having been cleansed through the Word but fruit 

bearing requires experiential abiding in Christ daily and progressively. Failure to experientially abide in Christ 

merits experiential problems. Men will judge your profession as worthless and you will not be able to accomplish 

anything for Christ. Experientially abiding in Christ (Col. 2:6) reaps experiential benefits. Prayers are answered and 

I 
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4  Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; 

no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 

5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth 

much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 

6  If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, 

and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.
103

 

7  If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done 

unto you. 

8  Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 

9  As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. 

10  If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments, and abide in his love.
104

 

11  These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy 

might be full. 

12  This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 

13  Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 

14  Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 

15  Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I 

have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto 

you. 

16  Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring 

forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my 

name, he may give it you.
105

 

17  These things I command you, that ye love one another. 

                                                                                                                                                             
joy experienced. Fruit bearing provides evidential proof that you are a disciple of Christ and the Father is glorified 

by your life. The fruit in view is obedience to His commandments and this is the love of God that you keep His 

commandments (1 Jn. 5:3-4). 

 
103

 “Men gather them” – Jesus is not speaking about eternal judgment when false professors are gathered by angels 

(Mt. 13:39) but about the court of human opinion as spoken of by James (James 2:18). 

 
104

 “Abide in His love” – This is not stated as a condition for salvation as Jesus did not abide in the love of His 

Father in order to be saved. This is stated as a condition for the blessings of experiential fellowship with the Father.  

On the cross, because of our sins, the experiential fellowship with the Father was interrupted and Jesus cried, “why 

hast thou forsaken me.” 

 
105

 “You have not chosen me” – Jesus is not denying in the absolute sense that they chose him but rather their 

choice was the consequence rather than the cause for his choice of them. Likewise, the Apostle John says Herein is 

love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us. It is a consequence rather than a cause.   Paul states the same 

thing in regard to election in Romans 9:17 – So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of 

God that sheweth mercy. 
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18  If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. 

19  If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, 

but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 

20  Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have 

persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours 

also. 

21  But all these things will they do unto you for my name’s sake, because they know not him 

that sent me. 

22  If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for 

their sin. 

23  He that hateth me hateth my Father also. 

24  If I had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but 

now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father. 

25  But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They 

hated me without a cause. 

26  But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit 

of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: 

 

Chapter 16 

hese things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. 

2  They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth 

you will think that he doeth God service. 

3  And these things will they do unto you, because they have not known the Father, nor me.
106

 

4  But these things have I told you, that when the time shall come, ye may remember that I told 

you of them. And these things I said not unto you at the beginning, because I was with you. 

5  But now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, Whither goest thou? 

6  But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart. 

7  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the 

Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.
107

 

                                                 
106

 “Not known the Father, nor me” – Murdering and persecuting professed Christians is evidence of false 

profession of faith and a false denomination or religion. The Roman Catholic Church and the Reformed Roman 

Catholic Church (Protestants) not only murdered and persecuted one another but they persecuted and murdered our 

Immersionist forefathers. 

 
107

  “Expedient for you” – Jesus has in view their mission as apostles and as representatives of the soon to be 

commissioned congregation to the Gentile nations (Mt. 28:19-20; Acts 1:8). The Holy Spirit would enable them to 

perform their apostolic mission as well as their evangelistic mission as the new house of God among the Gentiles. 

The Apostle Paul speaks of God’s missionary plan in Romans 11 where God turns from Israel as a nation unto the 

Gentiles where Paul uses the term “Gentile” and “world” interchangeably (Romans 11:11-12 – “…through their fall 

T 
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8  And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 

judgment:
108

 

9  Of sin, because they believe not on me; 

10  Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 

11  Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 

12  I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 

13  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth:
109

 for he shall 

not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you 

things to come.
110

 

14  He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 

15  All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall 

shew it unto you. 

16  A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me, because I 

go to the Father. 

17  Then said some of his disciples among themselves, What is this that he saith unto us, A little 

while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me: and, Because I go to 

the Father? 

18  They said therefore, What is this that he saith, A little while? we cannot tell what he saith. 

19  Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask him, and said unto them, Do ye enquire 

among yourselves of that I said, A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, 

and ye shall see me? 

20  Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: and 

ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy. 

                                                                                                                                                             
salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. Now if the fall of them be the riches of the 

world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles;”).   

 
108

 “The world” – Jesus is referring to their mission to bring the gospel from Judaism to the Gentiles (Acts 1:8). 

Judaism has already rejected Jesus as the Christ and that is why they are being sent unto “the world.” 

 
109

 “All truth” – Jesus is referring to the particular mission of the apostolic office as predicted in Isaiah 8:16-20. 

The completion of the Biblical canon was to be performed either directly by or under the supervision of the apostles.  

Every book in the New Testament was written by an Apostle or under the direct supervision of an apostle. The 

apostles realized they were accomplishing this task as Peter referred to Paul’s epistles as equal to “other scriptures” 

(2 Pet. 3:15-17; 1 Thess. 2;13; 2 Thess. 2:15) and the last living apostle identified his final work as “the testimony” 

(Rev. 1:3; Isa. 8:16) and sealed it (Rev. 22:18-19) until the next revelation which was Christ from heaven (Isa. 8:17; 

Rev. 22:20). Jesus predicted that it would be through these words of the Apostles that future generations would 

come to know Him as Savior (Jn. 17:20). 

 
110

 “Shew you things to come” – Jesus continues to refer to the completion of the Biblical canon and that prophetic 

aspect that we find throughout the New Testament but especially in its last and final book that seals the New 

Testament cannon – the book of Revelation. 
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21  A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but as soon as she is 

delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the 

world. 

22  And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and 

your joy no man taketh from you. 

23  And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall 

ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. 

24  Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be 

full. 

25  These things have I spoken unto you in proverbs: but the time cometh, when I shall no more 

speak unto you in proverbs, but I shall shew you plainly of the Father. 

26  At that day ye shall ask in my name: and I say not unto you, that I will pray the Father for 

you: 

27  For the Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and have believed that I came 

out from God. 

28  I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to 

the Father. 

29  His disciples said unto him, Lo, now speakest thou plainly, and speakest no proverb. 

30  Now are we sure that thou knowest all things, and needest not that any man should ask thee: 

by this we believe that thou camest forth from God. 

31  Jesus answered them, Do ye now believe? 

32  Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his own, 

and shall leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with me. 

33  These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall 

have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.
111

 

 

Chapter 17 

hese words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is 

come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: 

2  As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many 

as thou hast given him.
112

 

                                                 
111

 “In this world ye shall have tribulation” – As one old song says, “I never promised you a rose garden” while in 

this world. Tribulation (inward and outward pressures, troubles) is the normal experience of the child of God as long 

as they are “in” this world.  However, the good news is they are not alone and Christ has provided them “peace” in 

Him – as they experientially abide in him or walk by faith in him. There is more good news and that is Christ has 

“overcome the world” and therefore so shall his people. 

 
112

 “Power over all flesh” – Christ has been given all “power” (Gr. exousia – authority) over all things (Mt. 28:18). 

The purpose for giving Christ authority over “all flesh” is to accomplish His redemptive mission in this world. He 

T 
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3  And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 

thou hast sent.
113

 

4  I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. 

5  And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee 

before the world was. 

6  I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they 

were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word. 

7  Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee. 

8  For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and 

have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me. 

9  I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are 

thine.
114

 

10  And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them. 

11  And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy 

Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as 

we are. 

12  While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I 

have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be 

fulfilled.
115

 

13  And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy 

fulfilled in themselves. 

                                                                                                                                                             
accomplishes that mission not by giving eternal life to “all flesh” but rather in giving eternal life to “as many as 

thou has given him” out of “all flesh.”  Jesus is reminding them of his previous words in John 6:37-44. God has an 

elect people that were chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4; 2 Thess. 2:13) and the Father 

has given them to Christ in order that Christ might seek and save them and give unto them eternal life. 

 
113

 “They might know me” – The word “know” translates a Greek term that means more than intellectual 

knowledge (although that is included) but “experiential knowledge.”  Jesus is referring to the work of the Father 

within those given to him described in John 6:44-45, 65.  Jesus is referring to the internal revelation of Jesus to the 

elect as described in Matthew 16:17. Jesus is referring to the regenerative work of the Holy Spirit inside the elect 

whereby they are effectually called out of spiritual darkness through an internal revelation of Jesus Christ as their 

savior (2 Cor. 4:6 in contrast to Eph. 4:18).  

 
114

 “I pray not for the world” – Eternal life was given only to “as many as thou has given him” (v. 2) and his high 

priestly prayer is directed contextually to only those whom the Father has given him out of the world (vv. 6, 7, 9, 11 

“gavest me”) and those who shall believe through their word (v. 20). 

 
115

 “But the son of perdition” – This is said before Judas betrayed him in the garden as Jesus knew from the 

beginning that he was a devil and an unbeliever (Jn. 6:64, 70-71). The only reason that Jesus chose Judas was that 

the scriptures might be fulfilled in keeping with the prophecy in Psalms 41:9 and others. God prophesied through 

the lost high Priest Caiaphas who would condemn Jesus to death and so it is no great matter that God would allow 

Judas miraculous power to perform signs and wonders as well. 
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14  I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the 

world, even as I am not of the world. 

15  I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them 

from the evil. 

16  They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 

17  Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
116

 

18  As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. 

19  And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth. 

20  Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their 

word; 

21  That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one 

in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 

22  And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are 

one: 

23  I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may 

know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me
117

. 

24  Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may 

behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the 

world. 

25  O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have 

known that thou hast sent me. 

26  And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou 

hast loved me may be in them, and I in them. 
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 “Sanctify them through thy truth” – The word “sanctify” means to “set apart.”  Christ prayed that His Father 

would set them apart unto the truth, the truth of His Word.  This is the basis for unity among His disciples “they may 

be one” (v. 22). Unity at the expense of truth is not only open disobedience to God but creating disunity between 

God and man.  Instead the prayer  of Christ is that they will be separated from the rest of the world by obedience to 

truth that is revealed in “thy word.”  The congregations of Christ must practice ecclesiastical separation rather than 

ecclesiastical ecumenicalism if they are obedient to this prayer of Christ.  

 
117

 “May be made perfect in one” – Jesus is not asking that his disciples be made one in nature as the Father and 

the Son are One in nature and thus God in nature. He is asking for their perseverance in “the faith” once delivered 

that they might be unified in doctrine and practice in keeping with the word of Truth (v. 17). The Word of God 

dwelt richly in Christ and the Father was revealed through Christ by his words and work because they were in 

harmony with the revealed will and word of God. The word “perfect” translates the Greek term “telios” and means 

“complete” or “mature” rather than sinless perfection. Separation unto the Word of God matures and brings to 

completeness the children of God. 
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Chapter 18 

hen Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth with his disciples over the brook 

Cedron, where was a garden, into the which he entered, and his disciples. 

2  And Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the place: for Jesus ofttimes resorted 

thither with his disciples. 

3  Judas then, having received a band of men and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, 

cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons. 

4  Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, went forth, and said unto 

them, Whom seek ye? 

5  They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am he. And Judas also, which 

betrayed him, stood with them. 

6  As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground.
118

 

7  Then asked he them again, Whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth. 

8  Jesus answered, I have told you that I am he: if therefore ye seek me, let these go their way: 

9  That the saying might be fulfilled, which he spake, Of them which thou gavest me have I lost 

none. 

10  Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest’s servant, and cut off his 

right ear. The servant’s name was Malchus. 

11  Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the sheath: the cup which my Father hath 

given me, shall I not drink it? 

12  Then the band and the captain and officers of the Jews took Jesus, and bound him, 

13  And led him away to Annas first; for he was father in law to Caiaphas, which was the high 

priest that same year. 

14  Now Caiaphas was he, which gave counsel to the Jews, that it was expedient that one man 

should die for the people. 

15  And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple: that disciple was known unto 

the high priest, and went in with Jesus into the palace of the high priest.
119

 

16  But Peter stood at the door without. Then went out that other disciple, which was known unto 

the high priest, and spake unto her that kept the door, and brought in Peter. 

                                                 
118

 “I am he” – The literal Greek text says “ego eimi” or “I Am” as the declaration to be God in Exodus 3:14. The 

evidence that He is declaring Himself to be the “I Am” of Exodus 3:14 is demonstrated by the consequence of 

power that John attributes to saying that divine name – “as soon as he said…I am…they went backward and fell 

to the ground” (v.6). Furthermore, this multitude of soldiers and Sanhedrin members were powerless to take him or 

his disciples even when Peter cut off the ear of the high priests own servant. Only when he allowed them to take him 

were they able to bind him. 

 
119

 “That disciple” – John refers to himself here as “that disciple” as he did earlier during the Lord’s Supper when 

“that disciple whom Jesus loved” had leaned on his breast and asked about the betrayer. 

 

W 
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17  Then saith the damsel that kept the door unto Peter, Art not thou also one of this man’s 

disciples? He saith, I am not. 

18  And the servants and officers stood there, who had made a fire of coals; for it was cold: and 

they warmed themselves: and Peter stood with them, and warmed himself. 

19  The high priest then asked Jesus of his disciples, and of his doctrine. 

20  Jesus answered him, I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the 

temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have I said nothing. 

21  Why askest thou me? ask them which heard me, what I have said unto them: behold, they 

know what I said. 

22  And when he had thus spoken, one of the officers which stood by struck Jesus with the palm 

of his hand, saying, Answerest thou the high priest so? 

23  Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: but if well, why smitest 

thou me? 

24  Now Annas had sent him bound unto Caiaphas the high priest. 

25  And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. They said therefore unto him, Art not thou also 

one of his disciples? He denied it, and said, I am not. 

26  One of the servants of the high priest, being his kinsman whose ear Peter cut off, saith, Did 

not I see thee in the garden with him? 

27  Peter then denied again: and immediately the cock crew.
120

 

28  Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment: and it was early; and they 

themselves went not into the judgment hall, lest they should be defiled; but that they might eat 

the passover. 

29  Pilate then went out unto them, and said, What accusation bring ye against this man? 

30  They answered and said unto him, If he were not a malefactor, we would not have delivered 

him up unto thee. 

31  Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye him, and judge him according to your law. The Jews 

therefore said unto him, It is not lawful for us to put any man to death: 

32  That the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled, which he spake, signifying what death he should 

die. 

33  Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, and said unto him, Art 

thou the King of the Jews? 

34  Jesus answered him, Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee of me? 

35  Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto 

me: what hast thou done? 

                                                 
120

 “Denied again” – Peter had denied Christ three times (vv. 17,25,27) before the cock crowed just as Jesus 

predicted.  Later Christ would ask Peter three times for his commitment in response to these three denials. 
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36  Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then 

would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not 

from hence. 

37  Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a 

king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness 

unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice. 

38  Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out again unto the 

Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all. 

39  But ye have a custom, that I should release unto you one at the passover: will ye therefore 

that I release unto you the King of the Jews? 

40  Then cried they all again, saying, Not this man, but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a robber. 

 

Chapter 19 

hen Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him. 

2  And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and they put on him a 

purple robe, 

3  And said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they smote him with their hands. 

4  Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye 

may know that I find no fault in him. 

5  Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And Pilate saith unto 

them, Behold the man! 

6  When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify him, 

crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in him. 

7  The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made 

himself the Son of God. 

8  When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid; 

9  And went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence art thou? But Jesus gave 

him no answer. 

10  Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not that I have power to 

crucify thee, and have power to release thee? 

11  Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee 

from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin. 

12  And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried out, saying, If thou let 

this man go, thou art not Caesar’s friend: whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh against 

Caesar. 

13  When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down in the 

judgment seat in a place that is called the Pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha. 

T 
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14  And it was the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour: and he saith unto the 

Jews, Behold your King!
121

 

15  But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall 

I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.
122

 

16  Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led him 

away. 

17  And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which is called in 

the Hebrew Golgotha: 

18  Where they crucified him, and two other with him, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst. 

19  And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the writing was, JESUS OF 

NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

20  This title then read many of the Jews: for the place where Jesus was crucified was nigh to the 

city: and it was written in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin. 

21  Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write not, The King of the Jews; but that he 

said, I am King of the Jews. 

22  Pilate answered, What I have written I have written. 

23  Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments, and made four parts, to 

every soldier a part; and also his coat: now the coat was without seam, woven from the top 

throughout. 

24  They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall 

be: that the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, They parted my raiment among them, and 

for my vesture they did cast lots. These things therefore the soldiers did.[Psa. 22:18] 

25  Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 

Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. 

26  When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith 

unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! 

27  Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her 

unto his own home.
123
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 “Preparation for the Passover” – This was the day that the lamb was slain and prepared for the Passover or the 

14
th

 of Nisan. Jesus and his disciples had observed the Passover in the evening part of the 14
th

 of Nissan or our 

Wednesday night between 6 pm to 12 pm as Nisan the 14
th

 began at 6 pm that previous night. The Jewish day began 

with the evening at 6 pm and ended the next evening at 6 pm. It was about 6 am in the morning which commenced 

the daylight part of the Jewish day when Pilate made this decision.  John gives the Roman time (6
th

 hour from 

midnight or 6am) when the decision to crucify him occurred while Matthew, Mark and Luke give the Jewish time 

(3
rd

 hour from 6am or  9 am – Mk. 15:25) when he was actually placed on the cross until the 9
th

 hour (3 pm).   

 
122

 “We have no king but Caesar” – In rejecting Christ as their King they had rejected God as their King and 

therefore they truly had no king but Caesar, who was in respect to his position the preeminent sinner among sinners. 

Caesar gave him recognition as “the king of the Jews” not only in the Jewish language but in Greek and Latin as 

well which infuriated the Jewish leadership. 
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28  After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be 

fulfilled, saith, I thirst. 

29  Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a spunge with vinegar, and put it 

upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth [Psa. 69:21]. 

30  When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, 

and gave up the ghost [Psa. 31:5]. 

31  The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon 

the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their 

legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away.
124

  

32  Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified 

with him. 

33  But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs: 

34  But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and 

water. 

35  And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that 

ye might believe. 

36  For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be 

broken [Psa. 34:20]. 

37  And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom they pierced [Zech. 14:12]. 

38  And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the 

Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He 

came therefore, and took the body of Jesus. 

39  And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by night, and brought a 

mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound weight. 

40  Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as the 

manner of the Jews is to bury. 

41  Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in the garden a new 

sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid. 
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 “Behold thy son” – As the eldest Son of Mary it was the responsibility of Jesus to make sure his mother was 

cared for after his death. Although, Mary had other sons, they were unbelievers at this time and Mary was a believer. 

Jesus committed her care into the hands of a believer. This is the disciple “whom Jesus loved” which was a special 

description that the apostle John characterized himself by. 

 
124

 “For that Sabbath was a high day” – The 15
th

 day of Nisan began at 6 pm and was the first day of unleavened 

bread. The first day of unleavened bread was a special or “high” Sabbath (Leviticus 23:7). Jesus was placed in the 

tomb at the end of  the 14
th

  (Thursday afternoon) and remained in the grave the evening and morning of the 15
th

, 

(Thursday night to Friday afternoon) the evening and morning of the 16
th

 (Friday night to Saturday afternoon), and 

the evening of the 17
th

,  rising the morning of the 17
th

 (Saturday night to Sunday morning).  The 16
th

 was the regular 

Sabbath and the day following the regular Sabbath (Sunday - 17
th

) they offered the first fruits (Lev. 23:11) when he 

arose from the grave.   
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42  There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews’ preparation day; for the sepulchre was 

nigh at hand. 

 

Chapter 20 

he first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the 

sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre.
125

 

2  Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus 

loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know 

not where they have laid him. 

3  Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the sepulchre. 

4  So they ran both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the 

sepulchre. 

5  And he stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in. 

6  Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen 

clothes lie, 

7  And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together 

in a place by itself. 

8  Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and 

believed. 

9  For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead. 

10  Then the disciples went away again unto their own home. 

11  But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and 

looked into the sepulchre, 

12  And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the 

body of Jesus had lain. 

13  And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they have 

taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. 

14  And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not 

that it was Jesus. 

15  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to 

be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid 

him, and I will take him away. 
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 “Early…yet dark” – Other women came with Mary (Mt. 28:1) before the disciples (vv. 2-10) came to the tomb. 

However, Mary is the only one among the women that Jesus appeared unto (vv. 11-18). Mary with the other women 

came to the tomb “early” (Gr. proii).  This Greek word is the technical term for the fourth watch (Mk 13:31 “in the 

morning” - 3am to 6am) on Sunday morning.  This technical term is used to pinpoint the time period when Jesus 

rose from the grave in Mark 16:9. They began while it was “yet dark” but arrived just at sunrise (“at the rising of the 

sun” – Mk. 16:2 when it began to “dawn toward the first day of the week” (Mt. 28:1). 

T 
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16  Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, 

Master. 

17  Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my 

brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your 

God. 

18  Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had 

spoken these things unto her. 

19  Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut 

where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and 

saith unto them, Peace be unto you.
126

 

20  And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the 

disciples glad, when they saw the Lord. 

21  Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I 

you. 

22  And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy 

Ghost: 

23  Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, 

they are retained.
127

 

24  But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. 

25  The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, 

Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, 

and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe. 

26  And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came 

Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you.
128

 

27  Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy 

hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. 
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 “At evening” – It was still the first day of the week rather than the second day of the week that began in Jewish 

time at 6 pm. Hence, “evening” here is not the Jewish technical term for the beginning of the next day but rather late 

afternoon, somewhere between 3pm to 6 pm. 

 
127

 “Whosoever sins ye remit” – This is one of the administrative keys of the kingdom given to the congregation of 

Christ (Mt. 18:17-18).  The use of the plural “ye” or “you” in Matthew 17:18, demonstrates that Jesus gave the keys 

to Peter only as representative of the type of material used to build his congregation (1 Pet. 2:5).  This authority 

comes  with the preaching of the Gospel (Lk. 24:47).  This authority is illustrated by the preaching of the gospel in 

John 3:36.  Those who believe are forgiven and those who reject are condemned.  This is also the authority in 

exercise of congregational discipline of members charged with sin (Mt. 18:17). The congregation has the authority 

to charge a member with sin, place him under discipline, or remove disciplinary action, as an act of congregational 

restoration. 

 
128

 “Eight days” – They started their count with the day last mentioned in verse 19.  Sunday would be the first day 

counted and “eight days” would conclude on the next Sunday.  The term “again” has the idea of repetition. The first 

day is mentioned in verse 1 and then in verse 19 and “again” they were assembled as before on the same day of the 

week. 
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28  And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.
129

 

29  Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are 

they that have not seen, and yet have believed. 

30  And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 

this book: 

31  But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 

believing ye might have life through his name. 

 

Chapter 21 

fter these things Jesus shewed himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias; and 

on this wise shewed he himself. 

2  There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of 

Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples. 

3  Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee. They 

went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that night they caught nothing.
130

 

4  But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not 

that it was Jesus. 

5  Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No. 

6  And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast 

therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes. 

7  Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon 

Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher’s coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and did 

cast himself into the sea. 

8  And the other disciples came in a little ship; (for they were not far from land, but as it were 

two hundred cubits,) dragging the net with fishes. 

9  As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, 

and bread.
131
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 “My God” – Thomas was not cursing (using “God” as an exclamation would  be cursing by a Jew) nor was he 

directing this to anyone but Christ (“said unto him”). Literally, the Greek text reads “the God of me” thus using the 

definite article with Theos (God).  Jesus did not rebuke him but “blessed” him for acknowledging him as “Lord” and 

“God.”  Indeed, John continues to claim that this was the very reason for writing this epistle so that others might 

believe Jesus is “Lord” and “God” in the flesh or “the Son of God.”  (vv. 30-31). 
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 “I go a fishing” – The grammar of the Greek text suggests that Peter was returning to fishing as his continuing 

vocation rather than merely taking a fishing trip. Peter knew he failed the Lord and out of deep unworthiness felt he 

had no other alternative but to return to his fishing trade.  However, the Lord told him he would fail, and in addition,  

told him that Satan would attempt to sift him as flour, but the Lord prayed for him, that Satan would not be 

successful.  The Lord was not through with Peter. Jesus showed them that their failure in fishing could be turned 

into success with the Lord. Peter’s failure would be turned into success by the Lord so that he could use that 

experience to “strengthen the brethren” in their times of discouragement and failures. 
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10  Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now caught. 

11  Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and 

three: and for all there were so many, yet was not the net broken. 

12  Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. And none of the disciples durst ask him, Who art 

thou? knowing that it was the Lord. 

13  Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise. 

14  This is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself to his disciples, after that he was risen 

from the dead. 

15  So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me 

more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, 

Feed my lambs. 

16  He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto 

him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 

17  He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved 

because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou 

knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.
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18  Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst 

whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another 

shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not.
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19  This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had spoken 

this, he saith unto him, Follow me. 

20  Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following; which also leaned 

on his breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee? 

21  Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do? 
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 “Fish laid thereon” – Without the Lord they could do nothing and their fishing would be in vain.  With the Lord 

they were successful in fishing but yet the Lord does not need the fruits of their success as he already had fish on the 

fire.   However, He makes our labors successful and then in addition rewards us according to our labors.  He works 

in us both to will and to do of His good pleasure (Philip. 2:13) but then rewards us according to our works. 
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 “I love thee” – Peter had gone back to fishing and so the very first question Jesus asked was a comparative one – 

lovest thou me more than these (fish)?  Prior to the Garden Peter had boasted that he would never leave him but be 

faithful unto death. Three times Peter denied him and so three times Jesus asked him if he loved him.  Jesus used the 

Greek word “agape” in his first two questions but Peter responded each time by the Greek term “phileo.” The Greek 

term “agape” calls for unconditional commitment.  Peter had learned his lesson. He could not trust himself to be 

unconditionally committed to Christ as he had already failed in his boast of unconditional commitment. The term 

“phileo” admitted only that he had warm affection for him. Finally, Jesus switched from the use of “agape” to 

“phileo” in his last question affirming to Peter that he acknowledged his confession of weakness and humility. Jesus 

made it clear that Peter’s vocation was not fishing but feeding and caring for his sheep – a pastor.  Here is the Lord’s 

calling to Peter to the vocation of Pastor of the congregation in Jerusalem. 
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 “When thou wast young” – Peter was neither young nor old when Jesus predicted how he would die (v. 19). He 

must have been in middle age or 30 to 40.  Around 30 years later when Peter was most likely in his late 60’s he 

reminded his readers of this prophecy (2 Pet. 1:15-16). 
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22  Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me.
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23  Then went this saying abroad among the brethren, that that disciple should not die: yet Jesus 

said not unto him, He shall not die; but, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee?
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24  This is the disciple which testifieth of these things, and wrote these things: and we know that 

his testimony is true. 

25  And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written 

every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. 

Amen. 
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 “Follow thou me” – It is not our concern how Jesus may use others. Our concern is to follow him  and how he 

will use us. We cannot excuse ourselves by thinking that others can do better than we. God gifts and calls according 

to His purpose for each believer. No one can do what God has gifted and call you to do. 
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 “He shall not die” – John lived to see the coming of the Lord before he died. The revelation of Jesus Christ was 

given to him in his old age. John did “tarry till I come” in the sense of seeing His coming by revelation. 


