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Theophilus Weeks 
 

 
No Picture Available 

Born: 1708 Massachusetts 
Married: Grace Green 

Died: 1772 NC 
Parents: Benjamin Weeks & Mary Chase 

 
History of Swansboro North Carolina  

At the mouth of the White Oak River on the Intracoastal Waterway sits the little town of Swansboro. Numerous fishing and pleasure 
boats call Swansboro home because the Atlantic Ocean is easily accessible traveling through Bogue Sound. So how did this "Friendly 
City by the Sea" get its start?  

Around 1730, Swansboro started as a small settlement at the mouth of the White Oak River. Jonathan and Grace Green settled here 
from Massachusetts. Mr. Green died a short time later and Grace married Theophilus Weeks, who had settled in Hadnot Creek. The 
Weeks family were farmers then tavern owners and then Mr. Weeks was appointed port inspector. Weeks then sold a portion of his 
land which, in 1783, was incorporated as the colonial port town of Swannsborough. It was so named in honor of Samuel Swann, 
former speaker of the North Carolina House of Commons. 

Swannsborough was situated near numerous pine forests and was able to produce much of the materials needed for shipbuilding. So, 
naturally, shipbuilding became its major industry. Captain Otway Burns was the town's most famous ship builder. He as famous for 
building first steamboat constructed in North Carolina, the Prometheus and also had served as Commander of the privateer ship the 
Sanpdragon. The town prospered until the end of civil war. 

By the time of the Great Depression, the shipping industry as well as the town's lumber industry declined. In order to maintain a 
living, the town began to use the sea and the land in other ways. The commercial fishing industry was developed as well as a farming 
industry. Today, Swansboro is still popular for these. 

http://www.swansboroncrealestate.com/swansboro-nc-history.html 
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Plaques are in Swansboro, NC, honoring Theophilus Weeks, Founder. 
Information found at Ancestry.com. 
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JONATHAN GREEN JR. HOUSE circa 1770  

NATIONAL REGISTER 
OF HISTORIC PLACES 
(Daniel Pezzoni 1989): 
Jonathan Green House circa 
late 18th century - One and 
one-half story, three-bay 
coastal cottage with hall-
parlor plan, rear shed rooms 
and engaged front porch. 
The house has ballast stone 

foundation piers, chimneys with paved shoulder 
dormers (possibly late 19th century), interior with a 
fine Federal mantel and an enclosed stair. The 
documentary evidence is confusing as to the early 
owners of the lot upon which this house was built, but 

Jonathan Green, son of Swansboro's earliest settler, may have owned the lot in the 1770s and is a likely 
candidate for the house's builder. Another possibility is Colonel Reuben Grant, who owned the lot at the 
end of the 18th century, the period when the house probably received its interior detailing.  (Silas Weeks 
was most likely born in this house or on the plantation1737) 
 
HISTORY NOTE: In 1730 Ebenezer Harker sold 441 acres, land on the west side of White Oak River 
he had acquired from the Lords Proprietors in 1713, to two brothers from Massachusetts Bay--Jonathan 
and Isaac Green. Jonathan Green and his wife Grace lived on their half of the land; Isaac appears to have 
remained in Massachusetts. By 1735 Jonathan Green had died, leaving his widow with half of the land. 
In October 1735, Theophilus Weeks, who had also come from Massachusetts about 1730, married 
Green's widow and was given (by court order) administration of the deceased estate. Theophilus Green 
bought the other half of the Green brother's plantation from Isaac Green (in Massachusetts). 
 
Before his death in 1771 Theophilus Weeks sold off part of his farm as lots for a new town. The 48 lots 
measured 200 x 60 feet with three streets running north and south, and three streets running east and 
west. Lots were given or willed to his son Benjamin Weeks (7, 23 and 39 on the west side of Main 
Street) and to his stepson Jonathan Green Jr. (8, 24 and 40). If he did not inherit the house and lot, 
Jonathan Green Jr. apparently built a house on lot #40 before his death in 1784. The sheriff of the county 
sold lot #40 to pay off a debt the deceased owed to Mrs. Mary Pitts. (from "Chain of Title" listing found 
in the Jonathan Green Jr. House - October 1962.) 
 

                                                                               
This copy of the original 48-lot town grid was found in a Green House scrapbook. 
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From the Onslow County Court Minutes 1732-1743(#3), we find Theophilus Weeks petitioning the 
court for administration of the property through his marriage to Grace Green, widow of Jonathan Green. 
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Information above from the book, “Onslow County Court Minutes 1732-1743, Vol 1, (1985). A project 
of the Onslow County 400th Anniversary Celebration Committee, pg 40. 
 
More information from this book follows 
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Through the book, ‘Onslow County Court Minutes 1744-1754”, Vol 2, pg 28, we find Theophilus 
Weeks serving on a Grand Jury in Onslow County the first Wednesday in the year 1746. 

 
Again we see him called to serve on a Grand Jury on the first Tuesday of April, 1747 from page 35. 

 
Below records the verdict on a case brought before a Grand Jury Theophilus Weeks served on July 4, 
1749. 

 
Above information found on page 58. 
 

Below records Theophilus Weeks petition to open a “Ordinary” (Tavern) at his house in June 1752. 

 
Above information found on page 71 
 

On April 5, 1757, Theophilus Weeks is ordered to be Inspector for Bogue Inlet. 

 
Above information found on page 20, “Onslow County Court Minutes 1755-1765”, Vol 3. 
 

 
Theophilus Weeks military info from the book, “Colonial Soldiers of the South, 1732-1774”, by Murtie 
Clark (1986) pg 738 
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LAND GRANTS 

              

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
   
  

 
 

Above information from the book, “Records of Onslow County, North Carolina, Vol 1” by Zae Hargett 
Gwynn, pgs 818 -819 of the Land Grants (1712-1800) section. 

              
Below is a copy of one of the original land grants from 10 Apr 1761 mentioned above.
 

 
Copy obtained from the North Carolina Archives, Raleigh, NC.      
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Picture of Green home above taken in early 1900’s 

 
Picture above and information on next page is found in the book, “The Architectural History of Onslow 
County, North Carolina”, by J Daniel Pezzoni, pgs 82-83, 1998 
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Additional information on Theophilus Weeks found at Wikipedia.com 
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